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TO THE READER 


After the issue to the public of the curious chronicle of 
"Rasputin the Rascal Monk,” based upon official docu- 
ments, and its translation into a number of lang’uag’cs, 
I received from the same sources in Russia a bulky 
manuscript upon very thin paper which contained certain 
confessions, revelations, and allegations made by its 
writer, Feodor Rajevski, who acted as the mock-saint’s 
secretary and body-servant, and who, in consequence, was 
for some years in a position to know the most inner 
secrets of Rasputin’s dealings with those scoundrelly men 
and women who betrayed Holy Russia into the hands of 
the Hun. 

This manuscript, to-day before me as I write, is mostly 
in Italian, for Rajevski, the son of a Polish violinist, lived 
many years of his youth in Bologna, Florence, and old- 
world Siena, hence, in writing his memoirs, he used the 
language most familiar tg him, and one perhaps more 
readily translalcd'''by anyOlte living” outside Russia. 

In certain passages I have been compelled to 
disguise names of those who, first becoming tools of 
the mock-saint, yet afterwards discovering him to be a 
charlatan, arose in their patriotism and— like Rajevski 
who here confesses — ^watched patiently, and as Revolu- 
tionists became instrumental in the amazing charlatan’s 
downfall and his ignominious death. 

These startling revelations of the secretary to the 
head of the “dark forces” in Russia, as they were known 
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in the Duma^ are certainly most amazing and unusually 
startling^ forming as they - do' a disgraceful secTet page 
of history that will pro-ve of outstanding interest to those 
who come after us. 

I confess that when first I read through the bald state- 
ments of factj which I have here endeavoured tO' place in 
readable form for British readers, 1 became absorbed — 
therefore I venture to believe that they will be just as 
interesting to others who read them. 

William le Queux. 

Devoxshire Club, London, 

January^ 1918. 
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THE MINISTER OF EVIL 


CHAPTER I 

RASPUTIN MEETS THE EMPRESS 

The Spanish author Yriarte wrote those very true words : 

Y ahom digo yo; Uene un volumen 

Dc disparates un Autor famoso, 

Y si no aldbaren, quc me emplumen," 

For chose who do not read Spanish I would translate 
the passagfe as : 

“Now I say to you; let an author of renown fill a 
book with twaddle, and if it is not praised by the critics, 
you may tar and feather me.” 

I am not an author of renown. Indeed, I make no 
pretence of the delicacies of literary style, or the turning 
of fine phrases of elegant diplomacy. My object is merely 
to record in these pages the truth regarding the crumbling 
of Russia, and the downfall of our Imperial Throne. 

Anyone who cares to search the voluminous records 
in the Bureau of Police in the long Bibikovsky Boulevard, 
in Kiev, will find my dossier neatly filed and tabulated, as 
are those of most Russians. You will find that I, F 4 odor, 
son of Fdodor Rajevski, musician temporarily abroad, 
and his wife Varvara, was bom in the Via Galliera, at 
Bologna, in Italy, on July 8, 1880, and on March 3, 1897, 
entered the University in the Vladimirskaya. I venture 
to think that the police have but little inscribed to ray 
detriment save perhaps a few students’ pranks in the 
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Kreshtchatik, and the leco-rd of that memorable night 
when we daubed with blue and white paint the equestrian 
statue in front of the Merchants’ Club, and I was fined 
twenty roubles by the bearded old magistrate for the part 
I played in the joke. 

Had there been anything serious against me I doubt 
whether^ I should have occupied, as I did for some years, 
the po 5 t of confidential secretary to ^^Grichka,” that 
saintly unwashed charlatan whose real name was Gregory 
Novikh, and whom the world knew by the nickname of 
Rasputin.” 

Of my youth I need say but little. After my student 
days I obtained, through the influence of a high Govern- 
ment official named Branicki, a friend of my father, a 
clerical post in the bureau of political police of the Empire, 
a department of the Ministry of the Interior, and for 
several years pursued a calm, uneventful life in that 
capacit}'. In consequence of a grave scandal discovered 
in my department — for my chief had secured the conviction 
of a certain wealthy nobleman named Tiniacheff, in 
Kharkoff, who was perfectly innocent of any offence — 
I was one day called as witness by the court of inquiry 
sitting in Moscow. 

It was at that inquiry early in 1903 that I first met 
General Kouropatkine, who at that time had risen to high 
favour wifh Her Majesty the Empress and was — as was 
afterwards discovered — urging the Tsar to make war 
against Japan, well knowing that any attacks by us would 
be foredoomed to failure. At the Generafsi instigation I 
was transferred to the Ministry of War as an under- 
secretary in his Cabinet, and he sent me — on account of 
my knowledge of Italian — upon a confidential mission to 
Milan* This, I presume, I carried out entirely to his' 
satisfaction, Won two other occasions I wa^ sent to Italy 
with messages to a certain Baron Svereff, a rich Russian 
financier Ihlng in San Remo, and with whom no doubt 
Kouropatkine was engaged in traitorw$ dealings. 

One day, having been called by telephone to the house 
gf His Excellency, I found, seated in his big luxuriously 
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jurnishe^ room, and chatting; confidentially, a strange- 
looking, unkempt, sallow-faced man of thirty or so, with 
broad brow, narrow sunken cheeks, and longf untrimmed 
beard, who, as soon as he turned his big deep^-set eyes 
upon mine, held me in fascination. 

His was a most striking countenance* broad in the 
protruding forehead which narrowed to the point of his 
black beard, and being dressed as a monk in a long, 
shabby, black robe I recognised at once he was one of 
those fakirs we have all over Russia, one of those self- 
sacrificing bogus **holy” men who wander from town to 
town obsessed by religious mania, full of fictitious self-^ 
denial, yet collecting kopecks for charity. 

Religion of all preeds has its esoteric phases, and our 
own Greek Church is certainly not alone in its “cranks.” 

“Rajevsici, this is the Starets, Gregory Novikh,” said 
the General, who was in uniform- with the cross of St, 
Andrew at his throat, 

I stood for a few seconds astounded. On being in- 
troduced to me, the unkempt, uncleanly fellow crossed his 
arms over his chest, bowed, and growled in a deep voice 
a word of benediction. 

I expressed pleasure at meeting him, for all Russia 
was at the moment ringing with the renown of the 
modest Siberian “ saint ” who could work miracles. For 
the past month or so the name of “Grichka” had been 
upon everyone’s lips. The ignorant millions from the 
Volga to Vladivostok had been told that a new saint had 
arisen in Russia ; one possessed of Divine influence ; a 
man who lived such a clean and blameless life in imitation 
of Christ that he was destined as the spiritual Guide and 
Protector of Russia, and to eclipse even -Saint Nicholas 
himself. 

As one level-headed and educated I had always had my 
doubts., concerning all ''.holy’* wanderers who meander 
across the steppes collecting alms. Knowing much of the 
evil life lived in our Russian monasteries and convents, 
and the warm welcome given to every charlatan who grows 
his beard, forgets to wash, lifts his eyes heavenwards, 
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and begs, I I ro,:fcss at the outset, but little fhifcb in 
this new star in Ho^y Russia’s firmament now introduced 
to me by His Excellency the Minister of War. 

I have been speaking with the Starets concerning 
you/’ the hlinister said, as he turned in his padded chair, 
and flicked the ash from his exquisite Bogdanoff cigarette. 
'‘I have detached you from my department to become 
secretary to the Starets. Your# will be an enviable post, 
my dear Feodor, I assure }^ou. Russia is in her degenera- 
tion. The Starets has been sent to us by Divine Pro- 
vidence to regenerate and reform her.” 

But, your Excellency, I am very content in my 
present post — I ” 

“I issued the decree from the Ministry this morning,” 
he interrupted in his fierce, blustering manner, that manner 
which, years later, car/ied him through the war with 
Japan. “It is all arranged. You are the secretary of 
our protector whom Almighty Go-d has sent to Russia for 
cur salvation.” 

My eyes met the piercing gaze of the unkempt 
scoundrel, and, to my surprise, I found myself held mysti- 
fied, Never before had any man or woman exercised such 
an all-powerful influence over me by merely gazing at me. 
That it was hypnotic was without doubt. The fellow him- 
self with his sallow cheeks, his black beard, his deep-set 
eyes, and his broad brow was the very counterpart of 
those portraits which the old dnquecento artists of Italy 
painted of criminal aristocrats. 

In the Pitti and the Uffizi in Florence, in the great 
gallery in Siena; in Venice, Rome, and Milan hung 
dozens of portraits resembling closely that of Gregory 
Novikh, the man who, to my own knowledge as I intend 
to here show, betrayed Russia, and destroyed the Imperial 
House of Romanoff. 

In that look I had foreseen Jn him something terrible; 
I had read the whole of his destiny in his glance- His 
gaze for the moment overwhelmed me. Once or twice in 
my life — a$ it comes to most men — I have met with that 
expression in the countenances of those I have come 
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across : it presaged crime, and the prophecy, alas ! has 
been verified. Crime was in Gregory Novikh. 

Perhaps Rasputin — as the world called him and as I 
will call him — knew that crime was in him. I think he 
did. By his eyes I knew him to be a criminal sensualist 
with murder in his heart. 

I had heard a whisper of his sordid and miserable 
elemental passions, even though the Starets was, next to 
His Majesty the Tsar, the most popular man in all the 
Empire. 

To be appointed his confidential secretary was surely 
great advancement at a single bound, for though sen- 
suality was to him as natural as the air he breathed, yet 
he had the highest society of Petrograd already at his 
feet. 

Compelled to accept my unwanted appointment, I 
bowed, and expressed gratification that I should have 
been chosen for such a post. 

*‘You must be discreet, my dear Fdodor,’* said His 
Excellency, throwing his cigarette end into the great 
bronze bowl at his elbow. When I have sent you upon ‘ 
confidential missions you have been as dumb as an oyster. 
This new post I give to you because I know that you arc 
a true patriotic Russian, and if you see and know certain 
. things you will never chatter about them to the detriment 
of myself, or of our very good friend Grichka. ‘ To him, 
remember, everything is permitted. You will learn much, 
but rather than speak let your tongue be cut out. And 
that,” he added, looking at me very seriously as he 
lowered his voice, **and that, I warn you, will be the 
judgment upon you in the fortress of Schlusselburg if you 
dare to divulge a single secret of Russians saviour I ” 

I stood aghast between this all-powerful War Minister 
in his glittering decorations, the Emperor right hand 
and confidant, and the uiikempt, ragged, wandering 
collector of kopecks — the man whose eyes held me in their 
fascination each time they met my gaze. 

The suddenness of it all bewildered me. The salary 
I wa^ to receive, as mentioned by His Excellency, was 
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most g-enerO'Us, indeed, more than double that which 
had been paid by the Ministry of War. It meaut luxup 
beyond my wildest dreams; a life of ease, affluence, anc 
influence. 

Is it any wonder therefore that I accepted it, litth 
knowing- ,in those days of peace that I was a pawn in the 
great game of the Hun? 

How shall I describe Rasputin? My pen fails me. 
He was one of a few great charlatans of saintly presence 
and of specious words, fascinators of women, and 
domineerers of men, who have been sent to the world at 
intervals through all the ages. Had he lived in the twelfth 
or thirteenth century of our era he would no doubt have 
been canonised. This rough, uncouth, illiterate Siberian 
peasant, who had been, convicted of horse-stealing, and of 
immorality, who had served years of imprisonment in the' 
gaol at Tobolsk, and who had only a month before we met 
been flung out of a monastery in Odessa and kicked half 
to death by its inmates as a fraud, had actually become 
the most popular person in Petrograd. 

With the w-omen of the aristocracy he was well-known,, 
but to the Imperial Court he had not risen. Yet, being a 
proi6g6 of Kouropatkine, matters were no doubt being 
arranged, although I was, of course, in ignorance of the 
traitorous plans in progress. 

On the following morning, according to my instruc- 
tions given me by my new chief, I called upon him at the 
small ground-floor flat v^hich he occupied in the Poltavs- 
kaya, close to the Nicholas Station. The house, the re- 
maining rooms of which were unoccupied, was a dark 
forbidding-looking one, with a heavy door beneath a 
portico, and containing deep cellars into which nobody 
ever penetrated save the Starets himself. 

On the morning of my first visit there, I was, from 
the beginning, much mystified. The dining-room w^as 
quite a luxurious apartment, so was the saint^s study-— 
a den with a soft Eastern carpet, a big writing-table, a 
high porcelain stove of chocolate and white, and silk- 
iipholstered settees. From this den a doo-r opened into 
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the ‘'holy ” man’s sleeping--rooni, an apartment of spartan . 
plainnesi? save for its big- stove, a replica of the one in 
the fetudy. 

The household, I found, consisted of one other person, 
an old Siberian peasant woman of about sixty, named 
Anna, who came from Pokrovsky, the “ saint’s ” native 
village. She acted as housekeeper and maid-of-all- 
work. 

That first morning spent with Rasputin was full of 
interest. He was a dirty, uncouth, illiterate fellow who 
rejpellcd me. His hands were hard, his fingers knotty, 
his face was of a distinctly criminal type, and yet in my 
bewilderment I remembered that General Kouropatkinc 
had declared him to be sent by the Almighty as the Pro^ 
tectoT of Russia. 

His conversation was coarse and overbearing, and 
Interlarded by quotations from Holy Writ. He men- 
tioned to me certain ladies in high society, and related, 
with a broad grin upon his saintly countenance, scandal 
after scandal till I stood aghast. 

Truly the “saint” was a most remarkable personality. 
From the first I bad beeii compelled to admit that w’^hat- 
ever the Russian public had said, there was a certain 
amount of basis for the gossip. His was the most weird 
and compelling personality that I had ever met. Even 
Slolypin had been impressed by him, though the Holy 
Synod had declared him to be a fraud. 

My work consisted of reading to- him and replying to 
letters from hundreds of women who had become 
attracted by his peculiar distorted emotional religion, 
mdny of whom desired to enter the cult which he had 
established. As secretary it was also my duty to arrange 
for the weekly reunions of the “sister-disciples,” held in 
ii big bare upstairs room, in which hung a holy ikon and 
several sacred pictures, and in Which the mysteries of his 
“religion” w'Ci^e practised. 

Ere long, I found that to those weekly stances there 
flocked many of the wealthiest and most cultured women 
in Petrograd, who actually held the ex-horse-slealer in 
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tlio ‘^loly mail's sk‘ei)ing'-roi)ni, ati apartnient of sparUin 
plaioncsK sav(* for its big* stow, a replica of the one In 

the study. 

The hniisehcvkl, 1 found, ctmsisted of one other person, 
an okl SiluM'ian peasant woman of about sixty, named 
Anna, \sho came from l^tiknnsky, the saixit's ” native 
villa, a'e- She aeted as house ki‘e]^er and maid-uf-all- 
work. 

Thai first murninL; sjuait with Raspiuiu was full of 
intciest. iie was a dirty, uncouUi, illittirale fellow who 
repelled me. His haials were lutrd, his lingers knotly, 
his face was of a ^listinctly criminal type, ami yet in my 
bcwiUlermeni 1 reim'mhtaed that (General Kouro])atkine 
had declared him to lar sent by the Almiglity as the Pro- 
tector of Russia. 

ills coiwersation was coarse and cncrbearlng , and 
interlarded by (juoiations from Holy Writ. lU', men- 
thrtied to* me (.‘eitain ladles in high sooit^ty, and relates!, 
witii a broiui grin ti])on his saintly countenance, scandal 
after sramlal till i stood aghast, 

IVuiy iht‘ ''saint" was a most remarkable porsooality. 
Frtan tim Ursi I had been ctunpelled to admit Unit whal- 
ever the Russian public had s'aid, there was a cortaiu 
amount of basis f<n* the gossip. His was the most weird 
ami compelling perM>nality that t had ever met. lAen 
vStolypin had liven impicsMsl by him, though the Holy 
Synod had cUs'lared him to be a IrmuL 

^^y w'urk <,'on.sistt'ii of leading to him and replying to 
letters iroin hundreds of women who hatl become 
attracted by his peculiar distorU^d emotional religion, 
many of whom desin:d l<» enter the cub which he had 
estHblished, As secretary it w^as alsti my <luty U> arrange 
for the Weekly reunions of the sisler*<iis<-ip]os>" hekl in 
a big bnre upstaiis rtiom, in \vhieh imng a holy ikon atut 
several sacred pictures, and in whidu the mysteries of his 
“religion" were practised. 

Krt? lung, i iound that to those weekly s^Sanocs there 
flocked many of the wealthiest and nuisl ( ultun^d women 
in Petrograd, ‘\vh<> actually held tiie e.\-horse-steaier in 
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veneration, and believed, as the peasants believed^ that he 
could work miracles. 

One afternoon, after I had been nearly a month in 
Rasputin’s service, Boris Stiirmer, a well-known Court 
sycophant, with bristling hair and a sweeping goatee 
beard, was brought to the monk by Kouropntkine. Both 
were in uniform, and after ushering them into Rasputin’s 
study I felt that some dark conspiracy was on foot. 

The}' remained in council for nearly an hour when f 
Was called into the room, and to me, as the monk's right 
hand, the plot was explained so that I could assist in it. 

To me the German Stunner, who afterwards rose to be 
Prime Minister of Russia, was no stranger. Indeed, it 
was he who, inviting me to be seated, explained what was 
in progress* 

"*It is necessary, Rajevski, that the Father should 
meet Her Majesty ^the Empress. * He is our saviour,* and 
it is but right that he should come to tlie Imperial Court. 
But he cannot be introduced by any of the ordinary 
channels. Her Majesty must be impressed, and her 
curiosity aroused.” 

I bowed in assent, little dreaming of the devilish 
.scheme which, instig-ated from Potsdam, and paid for by 
German gold, was about to be wwked. Already Germany 
had decided to conquer Russia, and already the far-seeing 
Kaiser had watched and recognised that he could use 
Rasputin’s undoubted influence in our priest-ridden 
country for his own dastardly ends. 

“Now,” continued Stiirmer, stroking his beard as he 
looked at me. “We have just discovered that Her 
Majesty intends to pay a visit incognita next Friday to the 
shrine of Our Lady at Kazan, in order to pray for the 
birth of an heir to the Romanoffs. We have therefore 
decided that our Father shall go to Kazan, and be found 
by the Empress praying before the shrine beseeching the 
Almighty to grant Her Majesty her fond desire. He will 
appear to her a perfect stranger uttering exactly the same 
prayer as that in her mind.” 

“They will not speak,” Kouropatkine added. “Our 
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FalluT will ap])an‘ntly talvc no noliro of licr sav-e to 
^'Uince-^into lirr lor wli}" should he recognise in her 

the impress?” 

1 saw will) wliai iiu:(‘nulty ihe plan was being- laid, Tor 
\v<dl 1 knt*w th-e iimiiy/tng* and quite uncanny rascinatkm 
lor of all riassrs pusses^-ed by the St a rets, 

Al the time 1 naluially bi'litwetl thal Stuimor and his 
iVieinl Kotiretpatkine nen* b.)(h I'onvinced that il would 
l)e to the a<Kaniag-e of Rtis.sia if the holy nian grained 
admission to the Imperial Court as spiritual guide to 
Xit'hoiar II. Surh a widely jKjjnilar figure had the Starots 
beeome, and s^>■ fiet‘j)ly impressed hati been llu‘ per)])lc of 
Mose<nv aiul W'arsaw, wlita'c. he had performed some 
mysterious nfn-af'Ies,’' that Iheic were hundreds of 
thousands of all <dassos wIhj, like tlie two iVFinisiers of the 
Crown who sal in that romiq really believed that he was 
pass<‘ssi.‘d of ni\’ine power. 

As we walked in the Ne.vski, pe\>pie, mostly women, 
w'ouki rush to him and kiss his dirty hand, or raise the. 
hem of his greasy kafian to tluar lips, asking for the 
Father's bles-ingc I>y the euUg-htemal Western peoples 
the ign<>r:uu‘e an<l superrdi lions of our great Russian 
pcojde <'aiuad lui inuk^rsloud, V\ni, who* Ituve travelled 
in our Ihily Russia, know our trackless country where 
sellloinents are to distances, as one of our wriUrrs has ])ni 
it, as tly-spe(’l:s up(m w'induw-paties, where whole villages 
are the ju'cy disease, and where siwa-nly-niue luuipk: (Hit 
of every hundred eaniinr ris'id or writtc You also know' 
how in the cortu-r of evtTv room hangs the ikon, how' the 
gold or blue-domed basilica strikers you in every street, 
the lang-iiaired priest *5 chanting in their dee}> l>ass» the 
pa,sser-hy ccasckssly crossing hiniscdf, the: ]:)f!asantry 
crushed and du\vn-lroddei>, and the middle and upper 
classes lapped in luxury and esteeming good manners 
more hig'hly than morals. Such is Russia of to-day — 
Russia in the age of my employer Kaspulin, tlie era of 
the downfall td the tmp<u'ial Romanoffs, and the fierce 
struggle with the barbaric Hun, 

In accordance with the plan formed by Boris StQrmer 
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I next day accompanied the Starcts by rail direct to Nijn! 
Novgorod, by way of IMo'Scoxv, thence taking sleamci 
do\vn the great Volga, a twelve-hour journey, to that cit} 
w’here they make bells and ikons, Kn;?an. 

Rasputin had put on his oldest and most ragged 
monk’s habit, and carried a staff. Over his threadbare 
dress he wore another of finer texture which it was lus 
intention to discard ere entering before the shrine, in 
order to appear most lowly and humble in the eyes of Ihe 
shrewd Tsarit^a. We left Petrograd at night, that our 
departufe should not be known and commented upon, but 
ere we did so I received a note from the General to the 
effect that the director o-f Secret Police at I'sarskoe-Sclo 
had telephoned that Her Majesty was not leaving till the 
follcnving day. 

Hence we were travelling a day ahead of the Kmpr<\ss. 

Kazan is a city full of the odour of sanctity if judged 
by the number of priests and monks one jnects iti its 
streets- It is situated about seven versts from the river, 
an old-world picturesque place wherein one rubs shoulders 
with people in all sorts of curious costumes, especially in 
the Tartar suburb where tlic low houses border U{)on 
narrow unpaved streets dotted here and there with 
tnofiques. 

On arrival we drove up .the hill to the great Preobra- 
zhensky Monastery where Rasputin, as became a holy man, 
sought hospitality and was immediately very watiUly 
welcomed, while I afterwards went on to the Hotel 
Frantsiya, in the long^.busy Vozkrensenkaya, where I took 
a room in order to watch the arrival of Alexandra Feo* 
dorovna, who would travel incognita, and of whose 
coming I was to give warning to Griohka. 

For two days I wailed, ever on the alert* and, of 
course, interested in the adventure. It is not always that 
one waits in an hotel in expectation of fh<^ arrival of an 
empress. Meanvt^hUe I had made friends with the liotd 
clerk, without, of course, explaining my business, and 
had promised to tell me of all new^ arrivals. 

The Frantsiya is a very comfortable hotel, conducted 
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iip.'in I'roiR'h lin'‘s, luid ilit* luo di.ys I sjx'nt in Kazan 
AV£M'(* certainly qnil<* (‘njuyubh* oni^s. 

On the -(‘venini.’; oi the ?Jurd day jny friend the hotel 
dial; sent a nu-^sa^e to my ro-orn, and in response* 1 at 
oner desremh-d 1o the bureau, \vht*n Ik* informed me that 
the ladies luitl just .arriMMl, a MaiJaine Slrepufi', and lier 
maid Madenioi‘-elh* KanaaisK}. He* <lesi;rib(;d the lirst- 
named, tiiul L at one^’ ns'Oy i«ised her as the 'rsarilza her- 
self, lbou;;h, of oourse, tin; lall, pah* yotuip man had no 
idea of Iier Idiuitity. 1 liad jr.er<‘[y told him that i <‘\- 
pectcil the arrival of a lady ^vho/n 1 liat) met in iMoseow 
some tiini'- ai^'o. 

“Madame iim. laK<‘n tin* ])t‘sl suiU' ol roiuns in the 
iiotel/* llie i'lerk said. ‘\Sli(‘ is <‘videnny an aristoeral 
iiiot. 4 yh sht Is only Madatru* Strepoff. T ha\‘e jast sent 
their passport.-, to the polieed* 

'fhv la air was* imTnv‘diately ^♦‘forr dinner^ Iheiebm; I 
lounj.,^ed a]>oiit [hv I'niranee hall awaitint^ the a]>peanjTioe‘ 
of the \\\\> IraselUu's wluu the »'lerk had told nio, had not 
ordet'eti dinner in their rooms* so evidently they inhmded 
to dine in llie I'mhllo restriiuant. 

Just after lialf-jtasl seveit they desvended the broad 
.stairt'jise, 1 here was hut little differenee in their 
In an instant I reoi^junlMHl tlie haTidsomt* KInp^.‘^'s hv thi^ 
many photo;;rjtph.s I hrul setm. Idle otlua\ <lark and also 
^ood-lookinti, was evidetulv a lady-in-wailint^*, a la<ly 
whom 1 afterwaiils met at (smrl. 

'i'he pair, <lresse<] ineonspiuiously In hlaek. sisdetl 
themselves at a little /nh/e a in the window, v\ Idle 1 

tniU>wt*d* and havhy^ Md<‘ete<l a table opposite, ate mv 
nn*al as 1 watehed. 

d'lii* ICinpres.s in lueoj^mita <;e<'ined in In^‘h spirits, 
perhap-; heiauise she had osea}X‘ti from the Imperial Cmtrt, 
She eha1t{*d <’onfi{!enli;dly w’ith her eompanion, and more 
than once ettsi an inquiriiv^* hi niy direialon, a.s 

ihouj.;*!! womlerln'f wladher 1 were not an aj^cnl O-f the 
Okhrami, the ubiquitous seeret polua* <d the ICrnpJrc*. It 
r, only t!>u tun' liiat wherevrr mu* ji^oes In Russia on<* i<5 
"\shad(W\ed by the {.Kilice, and ih*r Majesty knew full 
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well tlial Ibe bureau of “personal police iit Ts^rskoe- 
Selo would know that she had left the palace and- would 
keep an eye upon her, because just about that period the 
air was full of plots against the dynasty. 

The Empress and her bosom friend Mademoiselle 
Zdneide Kamensky — whom I afterwards knew her to be — 
finished their meal unrecognised by tlie serv’ants, or any 
of those in the restaurant, and then returned to their 
rooms. Afterwards J took a droshky up to the Preobra- 
zhensky Monastery, which 1 reached about ten o'clock. 
The old monk who answered my ring at the barred door 
returned with a message from Rasputin to the clYcct that 1 
was to tell him the object of my visit. This 1 refused to 
do, and became insistent upon seeing him. Such hesita- 
tion on Rasputin’s part greatly surprised me. Indeed, it 
was not before nearly half an hour had elapsed that the 
long-bearded old janitor unwillingly conducted me through 
the long, bare corridors of tho monastery where, my fool- 
steps on the flags awakened the echoes/and after several 
turns ushered me into a small, woll-furnishi^d room, 
wherein, in an armchair t>crore the stt>ve, srd the charlatan 
wdio w^as posing as the Saviour of Russia. 

In an instant I realised that he was in an advanced 
state of intoxication. As I entered he rose unst<'ndily, 
and addressing me declared that life in tin* Spasso- 
i^rcobrazhensky was most pleasant, and at onco began 
.singing a ribald song. 

1 stood aghast. This wa.s the man who, by the 
scheming of Sturmer and his catspaw, was lo be Intro- 
duced to the Imperial Court ! wSo fiukllcd whs he hv 
vodka that he was unable to understand the piirfx^rt of my 
visit. He merely laughed inanely and beg^an to repeat 
parrot-like those curious prayers which he recitt^d at ilie 
weekly reunions of the sister-disciplc.s — passages cullotl 
haphazard from Holy Writ, interspersed with the rnnst 
obscene and ribald allegations, a JurTihle <5f piety and 
blasphemy that none could ever understand. 

Soon I realised the hopelessne.ss of the situation. 
,ThJs was the first I know that the ** saint was addicted 
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to ali'ohol, altlioni^-h he dratik uiiic freely at meaLs cind 
always kept chuinpaiiinc for his friends, paid for out of his 
ro-lleclionto for charity. In his inebriated state his wild- 
looking' eyes glowed like coals, and as he looked at me I 
cxj)cricnrcd once more th<^ slraaige sensation of being 
eni’iraUed. ’Truly, there wa.s: somivUhing' mosmeric about 
llvit gaze, of his, a mystery that I luivti never solved. 

A prit'sl. entered after 1 Iiad been there a few mintiles, 
and to liini 1 remarked that the Father being “rather 
un\M'II ” 1 would return early next <lay. IIo smiled 

meaningly, and T <ieparte<L 

ITaxing no knowledge of uhat' hour the Itinpress in-^ 
tended to visit tlie shrino of Our f.ady, 1 was ])aek.again 
at the monastery at dawn whem I fuuiul tlie. SlarcLs had 
quite* rcM'ov-tu'ed. As s^)f>n as f told him of the prestint.'C 
of the Tsarit^ja he hustled ah<>ut, and in his oldest robe, 
rusty, travel-worn a\id frayed, he aecompunied me to Iko 
fine <duireh -cd llogoioditsky. 

It was ih<‘n only seven oN'kadc, and we found the 
(diurch with its many caudles and its jnurh venerated 
shrine quite desi-rted save f*>r one or two pujosant tvouam 
who hri<l halti'd to pray on their way to- work, 

Outsidt.* \v<* stotal together gazing cli)wn the long white 
road whieii h‘d Iiom the <lin'e1 ion of tlie Hotel Frantsiya. 

“*\le\andra F<M'>doruvua must -^'erlainly <;omc this 
way,” remarked the ragged “saint as I stood at his 
side, “K<*inain hen^ and kcef) watch. T shall go to 
yonder hoiist* and speak with the pt'oplc. When the 
carriage. a{)pr<iai lies, U-t me kmnv quk'kiy.” 

d iuMi leaving me the Slan-l* crt»ssed to a small housi* 
whit'h he entered to give its inmates hii> idt-ssing— •blessing’ 
fors'<ioih froni su< h att unholy, unxvnshed si'oundrel ! 

Through an lumr 1 waited in patience, until in the 
diManru I saw a c arriage appro:, u'i Ting, and at oiu'c g'ave 
v/arning', whereujKm tlur luithiT enten^d the, <'hurch and 
threw' tip(»n hi.s knees dcw'outly before ilie holy 

shrine and began U> piuv earnestly aloud in bis <lccp bass. 

I had entrre<! alter him, and secreting mvseH behind 
one of the ma*-si\'e pillars \\ritth<’(l the arrival of the two 
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Icmales in dead black, who, crossing tbcmscl\'es as they 
entered, approached the shrine. 

As they did so Rasputin, apparently unconscious o-f 
their presence, cried in a loud voice : 

“O God 1 in Thy gracious bounty give unto our Inw 
perial House of Romanoff a son — one who shall in due 
time wear the glorious crown of the Tsars and become 
the Sovereign Defender of All the Russias against our 
enemies. In this my prayer I most humbly echo the 
voice of Russia’s millions, whose dearest wish is that a 
son be born unto our Imperial House. O God, I beseech 
thee to grant us our request i ” 

From my place of concealment I saw the Tsarilza start 
visibly. She wore a veil, so that I could not see her 
countenance. She had halted, entranced by o\’erhcaring 
that prayer uttered by the unkempt stranger. 1 noticed 
that she whispered a word to her companion, who, like 
herself, was veiled, and then Her Majesty threw herself 
upon her knees, an example followed by Mademoiselle 
Kamensky. 

The Empress, her head bowed in silence, knelt before 
the weird impressive shrine, side by side with the wStarcIs. 
The great church was dark save for the light of tlic 
myriad candles, and silent save for the twiticrlng of a 
bird, yet I could sec that the pious exhortation of Ras- 
putin had been taken as an omen by Her Miijosty. 

Suddenly, the mock saint’s voice again rang out 
clearly in the great cavernous basilica as he rcjx'citcd the 
prayer in clear impassioned words — that vSanic prayer 
which the Empress was repeating in silence* 

Only the three knelt there. For a full ten mitnilt^s 
silence again reigned. Neither of the kneeling figures 
stirred until Rasputin crossed himself slowly, and for a 
third time, raising his voice still higher, he besought the 
■Almighty to grant Russia an heir to the Throne. 

Then, at last, he rose with slow dignity as became 
a saintly priest, and again he made the sign of tlic cross. 
As he did so the Empress who had raised her veil 
turned her head, whereupon he halted for several seconds 
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and into her fa<-e with Unit iiitcnsis 

hypnotic stare which always held women in such tnys- 
trrious fascination, 1 saw that tin* Empress was again 
startled, ’nut folding' Iiis hands a<'rriss lii.s breast, an 
altitude habitual to him, the Stare*! s passed •evut. of the 
ehureh without a second g'lanee at her^ leaving* her breath- 
less ami trenihling', 

\V"h<^n he. h:i(l gone she turned in alarm and w'hisp(ua‘d 
with her lady-in-wait ing. Both wom(*n rose, and, lollow- 
ing tile numk, stoexj gazing at his reeeduig figuri*. as he. 
went dftw n the long wluie road. 

*‘A strange man surely, Zeneidi^ ! I hoard the Em- 
press ino'laiin. How eurious thal, nneonsetons of mv 
pre.senoe, he. slamhl lx- here, prayitig* for rne— -a holy man 
without a cloubt ! \V(' must disc^over who he. is. What; 

Did you notii'e. Iluuii? ” 

“ N OS, ills gaz»*. r<s'dly Irighti’ued me," her oompatuon 

aflTuitt(*d, 

‘Will riis is the taee. of a true, saint- a wondtn*- 
*..'orlo‘r ! or that I am (‘ertain. Wi^ must maUc inquirie-, 
i'oneejniiig him,’’ remarked Her Majissty. ‘T must sec 
him again ami sptuik with him 1 ’’ 

'I'lien the, jiair, tmlering the carriage, <lroee rapidly 
:.way, 

hile slaiuiing upon the ehureh steps they lia(! dis- 
taisst'd the Slarets W'hile I had lounged elo.st", by unnoticed, 
believing that we wtwe alom'v. 

As the carriage moved off. ho\\<*\er, I was startled to 
fe<d strong'- hands lai<l heavily upon m(\ as a rough vnita: 
t‘>celainH‘d : 

“Halt ! You are under arrest ! " 

Next seeoiul i became uwan* that i was in the liands 
of two rathiu* W(dl <lrcssed men, ti<> doubt ag-ents of the 
Okhranm 

have been loitering hert» with evil intent!’* 
ex{‘!aim<'d tlic elder of the. pair, Wc h;n <* bv^m watch- 
ing you <ver since you entered btdiind tlud gtmd 
Father. We saw^ you secrete yourself. Have you 
any ti rearms? ** 
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] unfortiincitcly had a revolver, and at once produced 
it. 

‘‘Ah!’’ exclaimed the browji-bcarded ag'cnt of Secret 
Police as he took possession of it. “I thought so ! You 
had discovered the identity of the lady with the long- veil, 
and have been here awaiting an opportunity to fire at 
her ! ” 

“What?” I gasped, aghast at the serious charge 
levelled against me. ” I am no revolutionist ! I carry 
that weapon, merely for my self-protection,” 

The bearded man gave a low whistle, and next moment 
three grcy-coatcd policemen in uniform sprang up from 
nowhere, and J was unceremoniously marched throug'h 
the streets to the head police bureau in the Gostiny 
Dvor, well knowing the seriousness of the allegation 
against me. 

Two hours later I was taken to the dark-pan died room 
of the Chief of Police, a bald-headed, flabby-faced func- 
tionary in a dark blue uniform glittering with dcoorationy. 
Before his big tabic, standing between two policemen, 
1 answered question after question he put to me, my 
replies being carefully noted by a clerk who sat at a side 
tabic. In die room were also the two ofllccrs of the 
Okhrana who had travelled, unkno’wn to the Phnpre.ss, in 
order to keep Her Majesty beneath their surveillance. 

'“Why did you arrive at tlio Frantsiya and await the 
coming of the tw^o ladies?” snapped the Chief of Police 
in his peculiarly offensive manner. 

I was at loss what to say. I was unable to tell the 
truth lest I should betray the plot of Boris Stunner and 
General Kouropatkine, I recollected my friendship with 
the hotel clerk, and my eagerness for the arrival of the 
travellers. 

“Ah! You he.sitate!” said the all-powprful func- 
tionary with a sinister grin, and knowing what I did of 
the political police and their arbitrary measures toward.^ 
tho53e suspected, I realised that I was in very grave 
danger. 

“You had secret knowledge of Her Majesty’s journey 



RASPUTIN MEETS THE EM1\RKSS 17 

incog-nita, i,tr you would iK>t ha\e bf^en watching in the 
church^with a loaded revolver in your pocket," he went 
on. “Vour Brothers of Freedom, as you term them, 
Xievtrr ku:k knowledge of I'helr IMajesties’ movemcrils, ” 
my inquisitor said. 

“ I deny, y<»ur hkceellonc'y , that I was tluax- with any 
evil intent,"* I protestech ‘‘Such a thing as you sugge.st 
tu'ver For a second (nter<‘cl an mind." 

'rht‘ man In the ]>iil(iant uniform laughed, saying : 

“I liavo lu‘ard lluit same <le«'laratioti belong It is a 
clever plot, no doubt, hut forlunat«‘Iy you were watched, 
and the laio\vled‘;e that you won^ being watched pre- 
vented you from nutting yonr plans Into exa^cution. Come 
-confers ! " 

*4 had no idt^a that I was being watched until 1 was 
arrested/'' I decltniak 

'‘Ihn you ('aniua evpl nii the reason why you travelled 
from Jh'trograd to Ka:'an. l^el us hear your ex'cu.^e," h<^ 
said with im:rcasc<] sarcasm. 

I ha\‘t‘ no eM,:use,"’ was my vory lame re])ly. I was 
wondering what had become of the v^tarets. It was quite 
evident tliat they knew nothing: o4’ iny double journey u]) 
to the monastery, and further, thiTc was no suspicion 
against Rasputin. That being .so I hesilatird to explain 
the truth, in t)u‘ faint Iiopc that Kourupalkine, as Minister 
of War, w<juld hear of my arrest, ami contrive to obtain 
my release. 1 saw that, at least, 1 ought to remain loyal 
to tht>se \vh<^ em]jloy<-d me, and lurtlu'r, even If 1 told the 
truth it would not he believed. 

“It will b<r best to make some- inqnirhrs in IV'lrograd 
regarding Ibis individual," suggested the police agent 
who had arrested me. 

‘*I re-;illy don't think Unit is necessary," replied the 
Chi(‘f of Police of Kalian, tapj)ing his desk impatiently 
with his pen, as he turned to m<* and said : 

'*NiHV, toll me quickly, young man. Why arc you' 
here? " 

\Vh:il could 1 reply? 

^*Ah I " he said, jimltina. ‘*1 see that there are others' 
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whom you refuse to implicate* It is usolcss to send such 
people as you for trial/* \ 

“But 1 demand a fair triall I cried in desperation, 
a cold sweat brcakiiiif out on my brnvv^ because? T knew 
that he had power to pass sentence upoti me as a political 
suspect who refused information — and that his order 
would certainly be confirmed by tlie IMinisl-cr of (lie 
Interior. 

Too well did I know the drastic powers of the Chiefs 
i^f Police of the principal cities. 

At my demand the bald-headed man simply smiled, and 
replied ; 

“]^^y order is that you be cmivcyed to Schlusselburg*. 
You will there have plenty of leisure in which to re]K*ni 
not having* replied to my questions.’^ 

To vSchlussclburg ! IMy heart fell within me. Oncv 
within that dreaded fortress, the terrible oubliettes of 
which arc below thb surface of the Lake Latlog*a, my 
identity w’ould be lost and i should lx*, quickly forgotten. 
Prom Schlusselburg no prisoner ever returned ! 

Would any of the conspiring* trio, whose tool I had 
been, raise a llng'er to save me? Or would they consider 
that having ?^cr^'ed their purpose it would be to their 
advantage if my lips were closed? 

** Schlusselburg! I gasped. No—na, not thatl 1 
cried. “ I am innocent — quite innocent 1 ” 

‘‘You give no proof uf it,” coldly replied the Chief of 
Police, rising as a sign that the inquiry was at an end. 

My orders are that you bo sent to Schlusselburg 
without delay/' Then, turning to the two agents of 
the Okhrana, he added : ‘‘ Von will report this to your 
director at 'rsarskoc-Selo. 1 will send my order to tlu* 
Ministry for confirmation to-night. Take the prisoner 
away ! ' * 

And next moment I was biindl<*d down to a dirty coll 
in the basement, there to await I'onveyancc to tliat tnosl 
•dreaded of all t.he prisons in the Empire, 

By a single stroke of the pen I had been condemned 
to imprisonment fur life 2 
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CHAPTER 11 

U\Sl*rTL\ IKTERS TSARSKOK-J^FXO 


I i:or,yK^'.'< ibril i fc-ll ni\ pusitloti to be abstjliilcly hopeless* 

i uas a sHs[)ect, anrj therefore I knew lull 

\V( II ll'.al lo attempt to eonirnnnicate. with anyone outside 
was iiiipit'.'.ible* 'i he Chief of Ikdlre of Kazan, 

lionesily heTu that he was dioiii^ ids duty and unt^arth- 
in^' a subtle plot a.'piinst the life of the Empress, on 
aeeoiint vd' lia* revoU<‘r in my pos.session, had eundemned 
int‘ ft) iuipi iu ihe h'orlressof Sf:hHiss<'lbur^. Its 

\cry name, dieatled l>y every Russian, reeurred to mr‘ as 
I reet)ll(‘et(‘ii Kunu)p;Ukine's .si^^niiicanl words. TJad he 
not lhreat‘‘neci that, if 1 nwx^altul one .single word of the 
seena tltjiug's of the h<dy Starets, my tongue would be 
tMit out wrhiu grim d<jjik walls of that prison of 

niysUn’v ? 

We Russians had fioin our childhood heard of that 
sirtisier ftu'tros, the w'alls of which rise sheer from the 
blzK'k waiters of Lake Ladoga — that phu-e where the cells 
of the ju)litiral prisoners, victims of the thousand and one 
infrlg'ues of tijt‘ Russian bure-Jiiieraoy, c’onsecjuent upon 
the aufc»rracy of the. I'sar, arc dec-p beneath tin* lak(‘ks' 
sarfae<’, so that tlu'V can —wlien it i.s willed ]>y the 
<h>vernor or thos<* higher Ministers who cxprt'ss their 
devilish <lesin:»™he llooiled at will. 

Iluiulretls of ten hied, yet innot'c-nt and nameless 
victims <■)£ Russia’s niedijuval barbarism, persons of both 
sexes — alas I that I shtjuhl speak .so of my owit country — 
have, during' the past* ten ye.ar.s of cijlighlenrnent, stood 
in their Tiarrrvw dimly-lit nubHeltc and watrlicd in horror 
the black tide trickle, thonjgh the rat holes in the stone 
floor, slowly, ever slowly, until water lias hlled the cell 
10 the arched sl«>n<* io(d and drowrnal them as rats in u 
trap. 

And all that has been done l)y the accursed Herman 
wirepullers In the name uf the puny pupfxu who was 
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I'sar, and from ^\hom the truth was, they said, cvci" care- 
fully hidden. ^ 

The Ka^an police treated me jus: as inhumanK ns I 
expected. By my own e.xpcriencc as an ollicial in the 
Department uf Political Police, and knowing what 1 did 
in consequence, 1 was expecting- all this. 

Four days I spent in that gloomy, but not v<-ry uncom- 
fortable cell in Kalian, when, on the fifth morn tag, f was 
taken, handculTed to another prisoner who i found after- 
wards had murdered bis wife, to the Volga steamer which, 
after twelve hours of close confinement, landed us at Nijni. 

A hundred times I debated within myself whether it 
were best to remain silent, and not reveal my past career 
in the Department of Political Police, or to slate the 
absolute facts and struggle by that mcan^s to obtain u 
hearing and escape. 

One fact was patent. General Kouropatkine and Boris 
Sturmcr both trusted in my silence, while the rascal monk 
had found in me a catspaw^ who had remained dumb. In 
truth, however, my secret* intention was to wat^ h the 
progress of events. Of the latter, Rasputin had, of cemrse, 
no suspicion. If I were — as 1 had already proved myself 
• — ^his willing assistant, then he and his friends might 
endeavour to save me. 

Such tvere my thoughts as I sal in the train hetwcoii 
two- police agents on the interminable journey from Nijni 
lo the capital. 

On arrival at the Nicholas Station the murderer to 
Whom I manacled and myself were shown no con- 
sideration. We liad been without food lor twelve hours, 
yet the three men in charge, though they ate a hearty meal 
in the buffet, gave us not a drink of water. Humanity is 
not in the vocabulary of our police of Russia when cicaling 
vvith political suspects, so many of whom arc entirely in- 
nocent persons who have proved themselves obnoxious to 
the corrupt bureaucracy. 

We had two hours to wait in Pe.trograd,. locki^d in one 
of the waiting-rooms where we were at last given a hunk 
of bread and a piece of cold meat* Then we were driven 
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out to Schliit^.sclhurg* in ri motor-cnr, arriving there in the 
grey break of dawn and being conveyed by boat to the 
grim red-brick fortress'^ which rose irom the lake. 

Stepping Mom t.hii boat on to the floating landing-stage 
we were c^induclcd b} armed warders Ihiough the iron 
gale and akmg* iunuinerahle sU>ne corridors where, ever 
and anon, we passed utlua- warders — men w'ho» criuhnals 
themselves, sptait U>eir lives in the fortress and were, never 
allowed to laud in order that they niiglit not reveal the 
terrible serre.ls of that modern Bastille- Those who would 
lorm a prt»per <'>pinion ol our Ivmpire should remember 
that this horrible? ju'isou was at the disposal of each oi' the 
Ministers and tlieJr syco])h:uits, and that hundreds of 
entirely inuoeeni j)eo])U* of both sexes had for years been 
sent: there out uf [XTsonal spite or jealousy, and also in the 
furthta'ancti of <h';rmany’s aims for the coming wan 

Within thuM‘, dark, gloon^y walls, where many of the 
dimly lit o<‘Jls were below the kike, hundreds of patriotic. 
Russians ha<l viulrd their lives, their only <»ft‘ence being 
that they had hctefi too true to their Kmperor and their 
own land 1 

liver since my childhood I had been taught to regard 
JJcbUis.sclburg as an inlvvno — a place from w-hich no victim 
of our corrui>t bureaucracy had ever emergvd. Only 11 is 
Kxccllcncy the Governor and the undcr-Gov’crnor had for 
ycar.s landed from that island fortre>ss. To all others com- 
munication with the outskle world was strictly forbidden. 
He.nec 1 was fully aware, that now I had std foot in tlu; 
balcftd piiK'O my iclenlity had become lost, and only death 
was bcfoi'e me. 

And such deeds \vcr<*. being done in the. name of the 
Tsar S 

At the time I believed in His IMajc.sty, fc-eling llmt he 
was in ignorance of tlx' truth. 'Xowadays I know that 
was, all the time, fully aware of Iht; crimes convmittcd in 
his name, ifence, I have no sympathy with the linpf?rial 
family, and have welcomed its wdbdc.s<?rved downfall. 

Into a small roon) whe.rc sat an olBcial in uniform f 
was usbe.rcd, and later, after waiting an hour, was com- 
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pellcd to sign the big- Jeather-bound rogi^ier of pn5:oncrs. 
Already my crime had evidently been wriUen down in a 
neat official hand, yet I was given no opportunity to 
read it. 

‘‘Enough!” said the big bearded officer with a wave 
of the hand. “TaJee him to his cell — number 320.” 

Whereupon the three men who had conveyed me there 
bundled me down two steep flights of damp stone steps, 
worn hollow by the tread of thousands of those who had 
already gone down to their doom, into- a corridor dimly 
lit by oil-lamps — a passage into which no light of day ever 
penetrated. 

There we were met by an evil-looking ex-convict who 
carried a key suspended by a chain. 

“Three-two-six ! ” shouted one of my guardians, 
whereupon the gaoler opened a door and I was thrust into 
a narrow stone cell, the floor of which was an inch dc<?p 
in slime, faintly lit by a tiny aperture, heavily barred, 
about ten feet above wlicrc I stood. 

The door was locked behind me and I found myself 
alone. I was in one of those oublicUcs 'which at the will 
of my captors could be flooded ! 

I held my breath and glanced around. Within me 
arose a fierce resentment. I had acted honestly towards 
my scoundrelly employers— though, be it said, my object 
was one of patriotic observation — they had allowed me 
to become the victim of the secret }X>lice who would, no 
doubt, obtain great kudos, and probably a liberal douceur, 
for having unearthed “a desperate plot against Her 
Majesty the Empress I ” 

That there was a plot was quite true — but oi3e un- 
suspected by the Chief of Police of Kazan, 

My paroxysm of anger I need hot here describe. 
Through the hours that passed I sat upon the stone seat 
beside the board that served me as bed, g'azing up nt flic 
small barred window. 

Clap — clap — clap was the only sound that reachexi mo 
— and with failing heart I knew the noise to be that of 
waves of the lake beating upon the wall within a few 
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tjf nu' v>in(K)\v, the (\nrk wuiv.is which in dtic time 
>ul<l on doubt rihC. through my unovcui floor jmd ong'ulf 
Big groy rals ran. aiK>ut in search ol fragments of 
od-*“of wh eh fhen*. was none. T was a “political,” and 
y fiuul \voulrl certainly not. be plentiful. 

Ill those awlul £ier\e.-rarking hours, never kiuneing 
hen I might tnui ni\ flocu’ Hofub^d as signal of a horrible 
‘jith, I paced my cell uttering ihe \vt>rst curses upon tliose 
ho- had einpl'>\fd nu\ and vuwe.d that if they gave me 
,i\ gjata*- for Ihi-ir own etuis — io escapt* 1 would use 
y ntnuca endeaMnns to deslioy them. 

1 dicl not 1)1 line tlu* Okhrana or the Chief of Police of 
41 /itn. They liad holh acted in good faith. Yet I ro 
icmbtifcd that 1 was the <.*atspaw ol Kouropatkine and 
f Siurmei, either of whom could easily or<ier my release, 
md that was what F awaited in patience, although in 
7srin\ 

Days ^vent by- hopi'h'ss, intoi ruin able. days. Th(* 
appittg of the waters above mt* i’vcr reminded me of the 
ate that hud been of the many hnndro.<ls who Itad jweAi- 
msly oc('upit‘d that same fenrsorni* oubliette and had been 
jrowtuaU dc-lihendely murdered by thost^ into whose bad 
peaces they hud falltMi, 

Whsm tlui grey st.re<ik of light faded above me the. 
^Tulf criminal in charge wouUi unhoU my door and bring 
aie. a small parnflin lamp to pnn'klr^ me with lig’ht and 
warmth for the night. When the lump was brought s^arli 
night, i thought of Marie Vietroff whoM- nam<’: was still 
upon e\rrvoni‘’s iijts, d'he yKX’ir girl, arrested though iu- 
not'cnl as I had iHa:n, had bc 4 in C4)niincd in a ce.U in llie 
fortress of IVter and P?iu), and her fate was known in 
vonsfiquence of cortaiu revelations arlrnUfcd by the A.S- 
sistant I'uhlic Proscctitor. This ofiic.iah thi^ tool of higher 
and more corrupt olliciaCs, had adpiihiM} that Uie girl, 
th<mgh entirely tnnoct^'Ut of any crime, had been arres-lod 
out of spite rtiul sent to the fortress where, to escape a 
doom more horrible than dciith itse,lf, she had emptied 
the oil from her lamp over herself while in botl, and then 
set fire it. 
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Often, even in that deep oiiblicltc, the iiound.s of 
wo-man’s shrieks reached mc» and (‘aeh time 3 thous^ht oC 
the girl-victim of an oiheiaPs revenge. 

Da 3 ^s passed — so many thal 3 lost count of t3)cm — 
until I had abandoned hope. The scountircls whom 3 liacl 
served had forsaken me now that i had ser\'ed' their pur- 
pose. Rasputin had fascinated the limpness by riu'il 
mesmeric glance of his, and it hncl probably been deemed 
wiser that my mouth should be at oiK'e elo.sed. At any 
moment I might discover the waiter oozing up botweeu 
those green slinie-covercd stones. 

One day, however, at about noon the gruff uncom- 
municative peasant, who was my gaoler — a inan incar- 
cerated for murder in IMo-scow — unlocked the dfKW 
bade me come out. 

In surprise I \\.as taken along- the. corridors tr> that 
same small room in which I had put down my name in 
that Book of Fate they called the Prison Register, and 
there the ^same olhckil informed me thal it was desired 
to interrogate me at the IMinisIry of the Interior in 
Petrograd. 

Anotlier interrogation! My sjurits rost^ If my 
captors meant to have the truth, ihen tlicy should havi', It. 
I would expose the plot, ict me ht* ]»eIi<;M‘d or 

Escorted by two agents of polij'C, 1, v.a-. lakvn <ujt 
into the dazzling llg'ht of day hack lo Petrograd, aru] t(y 

the Ministry of the Interior, where In a private, icxnn 

one that was in a wing of the great building fuiuiliar to 
me — I was left alone. 

I bad only been there for a few niinntr.s, looking out 
of the window in wonder, when the d<-»nr opened, -and 
before me stood the goat-bcarded man Boris Sturrner. 

‘^Welcome back, <lcnr Rnjevski ! " he <*xclaitne<b 
coming toward.s me and shaking niy hand warnth'. \\V 
only knew yesterday where you were, 'fhosi* fools in 
Kazan spirited you away, but that i<}iot the (^hicl of 
Police has been to-day dismissed the service for his 
meddling. I do hope you an* none the worse for your 
adventure,’' he added with concern. 
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“Surely Cirit'hku knew oC my arrest 1 1 said '*Dtd 

he not inquire? 

“He did not dare to do* so- openly, lest he himself 
should he. iiiipltealed," replied ihe neriuau. Wc were 
compelled lo wait and impure \eifh due. judiciousness, 
Ivve.n then \v(* c‘oul<l not diseover v/hither you luul beeix 
seal' -not until yesterday. l>ut ii is all a mistake^ my 
dear Rajcvski'—ail a niistakC) and yon ‘must overlof)k it. 
The Father is eaj^'erly awaitini^ M)iir rt'turu.'' 

“I must lirst go home and these dirty 

dotlu's/^ 1 remarked. 

“ Ves. Bui lirst ai'ccpt the, ajioUvgies of tlu* Heiieral 
wand myself, ^'ou, of course, knew that wc sliould cx- 
tneat'u you — as wc sluill again, if any other untoward 
ciroumstanecs hapi>en to arise. Recollect that we can 
(ipen any tloor oj jmmsou or palace in Russia," anti then 
he smiled grimly as I 1ot»k m> lea\e. 

I returned to my own rooms hnd that they had, 
during^ my absence, l)een searched by ihc p<tlic(j, and some 
of my corrcs]K)ndentv, of a private, and family nature^ had 
been taktm away. Af this J felt greatly annoytxl, and 
re.stilvcd to olnain fnnn Kouropatkim. Inmuinily from such 
domieiliary visits in i'ninre. 

U]>on my taldc lay a hnter which had, T was told, 
arriv<rd for me that morning’. On opening it I found that 
it was from tlie hear! oHice ^jf the AxoRDon Ckmimercial 
Bank, in tiie Mtjrskuya, oineially informing m<'. that a 
sum of fifty taousand rouliles had b<*en placed to my credit 
there by some person \Nho remained anonymous. 

'I'he pre.^ent was certainly a welcome one, made no 
doubt as reparation for ihe inconvcnlernr. 1 had .suffered. 

llalf*an-h<uir later 1 arrived at the Ikdtavskaya where 
old Anna admitted me, and 1 at twice went to the monk's 
sanctum, 

Rjisputln sprang from his olmir and, seixing both my 
handsi cried : 

‘‘Ah I my dear F<^odor! Ski- here, you arc back with 
ml This relieves mv miod greatly." 

f said. ■“ liack from the grave 
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“The infernal idiots I ” declared the monk, his wide- 
open eyes Hashing- as he spoke, “1 will soc th;U it docs 
not occur again. But yon quite understand, Fe.udor, that 
it was not wise to re\'cal ihai 1 liad gone to Kazan on 
purpose to pray in the Empress's presence,’* 

1 smiled, and said : 

“Somebody has placed fifty thousand roubles to my 
account at tlie Azof- Don Bank.'" 

In turn the rascal sitnled, and said ; 

“You need not seek its saiiroc- Tt is out of the 
Government funds, and is yours. Keep a still tongue, 
and there may be other paymt‘nls.” Then, turning to his 
tabic, he show<id me quantities of carre5?pondencc which 
had been left unattended in my absence, and urged me 
to get to work, adding : “ I have to he at the Baroness 
Tcholkounoff’s this afternoon, and then^ is a sc^ance here 
to-morrow — five neophytes to be initiated/’ 

So live more silly, ntuirotic and, of course, wealthy 
women were to bo initiated into the mysteries of the 
mock saint's religloiu Grichka had no use for those whose 
pockets were not well lined, for he was accumulating vast 
sums from those weak, fascinated femalc.s who believed 
in his divinity as healer and spiritual guide. 

Present!}^ I seated myself at the lablo and rcc^Jinniencof. 
my secretarial duties, while he went forth. In many 
letters Were drafts for subscriptions for Rasputin’s con- 
vent in far-off Pokrovsky in Siberia, a place which no 
one had ever visited, yet in suj)port of which he had 
obtained hundreds of thousainds of roubles, I might 
here state that later on, when I visited Pokrovsky, I 
found the wonderful convent, of which he told me such 
pious stories, consisted of a plain house cheaply furnished 
in which lived his peas«ant wife and chilc^reu, together 
with tweilve of his chosen sister-disciples, foolish women 
who had made over their money to him and devoted their 
lives to piety as sot forth in his new “ religion/’ 

A fortnight passed. Of Kouropatkine we saw little. 
He had, at last, assisted by the traitor Stossel and at 
Germany's instigation, succeeded in forcing w<ir with 
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Japan, and the streets of the capital were filicd with 
c'nthusinslic crowds bout upon pulling' the Mikado 
from his throne. 

Kouropatkinc had, according to what Rasputin told 
me, fissured the l^mpertir that the victory would be an 
easy one, and that tlie Japanese would Hy at first sight 
of our troops. The (General had <iuiU' recently returned 
from the I'ar blast, and had present <‘d a personal iej)ort 
to the Tsar ek'serihing Japan’s war ])reparations. He 
had tiet'lared tliat if Russia meant vuMory she must strike 
at once. ilene<‘ war was declfired ; you know with wluit 
dis*astrous rt'suhs to both the Army and Navy of Russia. 

It was, liowever, on the day before the declaration 
of war that Rasj)ulin’s real Inumph came. Tlie Empress, 
who had been searching Russia high and low for tfie 
pious Father besiclt^. whom she had kntdi in Kazan, had 
at last discovTTed him, and lie reivlved a <‘on*inuind to- 
aa audieiici^ at th<‘ J'nlac*'. of 'fsarskoc-vSelo. 

'The mcink, his iwes shining with glee, showed tne the 
letter tr<»m (.'omit Fredericks, Minister of tlu‘ Court, and 
.said : inusi acecjinpany me, Feodor.” 

At n<^on on thi's day appoint e<l we, therefore left 
Petrograd tfigether. 'fhe monk wo-n*, in preltmtletl 
humility, liis oldesi, and most rusty robi-' -though benc.ath 
it, be it said, his under garments wen; of silk of the. fmesl 
prot:iirabk‘ in the c;apilal - while. siispentUxl by a thin lirass 
chain around liis neck was a cheap (*naim;lled cross. He 
was unkempt, unwashf'<l, his hi<'C sallcuv and drawn, yed 
those w^inderful brilliant ey<’s stared rr>rLh with uncanny 
intensity of esfiressior^. His hands were gTiiny, and his 
long taipering^ fingfer-nails had not Ixmmi idcanixl for vyeeks, 
SiK'h was ihe man whoni Alexandra hkvKlorovna, fas- 
cinated by his glance, had calltxl to lu-r sl<le. 

On arrival at the. station of 'rsarskoe-Si-lo w(‘ found 
one of the Imperial <*arriagos awaiting us, with b-jotman 
and coachman in bright blue liveries, with outriders. 

Two flunkeys, also in blue, a<lvan<''t*d, and, pUudng 
their hands beneath tlie saint’s arms, lifted him into 1h<' 
carriage, an honour always pal<l to tliuse who arc^ special 
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s^'ucsis of His IMtLjc.sly thu Tsar. As for myself I climbed 
in afterwards, smiling willjin m}'self at the splictade of 
the unwashed mo-nk being lifted in as though lie were an 
invalid. With us was an oiBccr in uniform and a civilian 
— an agent of the Okhrana. 

The moment we had seated ourselves the Imperial 
servants took off their cocked hats and n^jolacod them 
crosswise on their heads as sign that wilhin the <'JArriagc 
was a guest of His IMajcsty, and in order to signal \o 
])asscrs~by ns we drove along to rcmo^'e their hats or 
salute. 

Rasputin had already been given instructions by 
General Erdiofr, Chief Procurator of the Holy Synod, as 
to how we should act in the presence of ifer Imperial 
Majesty. Wc had both attended I^cfore him, Rasputin 
well knowing that Krehoff was one of his most bitter 
enemies, but who on account of the TsarilzrCs interest 
was now posing” as a friend. 

After our drive back to Rasputin V house the monk, 
flinging himself into a chair and lighting a cigarette, 
Ihoug’htfully remarked : 

‘‘That pup])ct Erchoff will laler on n^gret that he 
denounced me a year ago. PHs term ^)f oibc.c is at its 
limit,” 

The iTKV'k saint was possessed of an almost super* 
natural intuition. In everyday life he would loll me of 
things that would happen sccially and politicaity, and sure 
enough they would hapjxui. The g'ift of looking into the 
future is given to a few men and women in the world, 
those persons who sometimes when they lool; into the face 
of another hold their breath and remain silent, because 
they death written, upon the countenance before tiunn. 
This curious faculty was possessed by Rasputin to n very 
marked degree — a faculty which has pu*/dcd scientists 
through all the agess a faculty which usually runs sldi^ by 
side wHh an overweening vanity and ainaring self- 
consciousness. Somelimes the possessor of that most 
.astounding and mysterious Intuition Is also possessed of 
a humble and retiring disposition. Hut it is sC'ldotn, 
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Gnchka. as all 'Russia called him, was an cut standi nj^* 
pcrsunadly, rlever, schemitig-, ;md as unscrupulous as 
he was’ avaricious. Ills inujik blood betrayed itself 
every hour. 

Even as we sat there in the Imperial carriage as we 
drove 10 the Ikilace, he smiled with scir-conscious sarcasm 
\vhc*n the ptsiplo saluted or doffed iht'ir hats to him as 
an spriest. 

At Iasi i' arrivrtl before huj^'c prison-liko ^'aU^s, 
which u]>«'ned to allow us to pass, scnirics saluted, the 
doors swni^^- b:u‘k a^ain, and we found ourselves in the 
great well kepi park of the Alexander ihilacc. 

I saw twt> ci\ilians walking logolhtT along the dri\e, 
which lexl into a Wtwui. They were agents of the secret 
police jxitroHing llu* grounds, for every precaution W'as 
being taken to guard the {)ersons of I'heir Majesties. The. 
death of the girl Vi(‘tr<)ff hafi aroused the indignati<»ri 
of Ru.ssla to ^uch an extent that the atmi)sphere wxis 
<‘harg<'d with anan'hisnu 

Our road lay tlirough woofls, juisl a model dniiw. 
Thence \ve wtait past two large farms, and out into optMi 
meotlow* lands, everytlnug being ki'pt inO'Sl spick-and* 
span by the hundr{‘ds of servants. 

dim system of d(‘rf‘nce of Tsarskoe-Sclo struck me as 
ama^^ingly well designed. The road we had driven along 
seemed to be u maze, for twice avo had left wlxat appeared 
to be the. main road, and passing three guard-houses — 
small f(wfressev5 in themselves, in case of an attack by 
the revolutituiists — we at last arrived before ihe main 
antra nc<‘ of the royal nasidence, guarded ]>y a tletachment 
of herce.-looK'ing Kubansky Cossacks. I’hose were drawn 
up standing at the salute, with their oirurers, us wc 
approached. It was surely a piclurescjtie guard of hoitour, 
w‘ith their quaint, old-fashioned point^'d headgear, their 
.smart comic-opera tunic's, and their long, shiny books. 

In a great high white wall is an elegant g’ate of 
delicately • wrongdil iromvnrk, with the usual striped 
sentry boxes on eitlicr side. Around are sealed f'hinos^' 
statues in bronJio, each upon itsi pedestal. Over the gate*' 
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way is the* Imperial cipher in bronze, .and beyond in the 
holy of holies is the long Uvo-storied palace of Tsarskoc- 
Selo, that spot forbidden to all save to the guests" of Their 
Majesties. 

I give this in detail because few outsiders, very few 
indeed — save ambassadors and otlier jackanapes in 
uniform — liad, until the arrest of the Romanofls, ever 
trod ivithin the hallowed precincts of the pahico-fortress, 
the bomb-proof home of the incompetent weakling who 
had been crowned Tsar of All the Russias. 

As we passed through that last gate 1 saw before us 
a building very much like a French clKiteau of the 
sixteenth century, a long low building with sloping slated 
roofs, few chimneys, and a clock — which, by the way, 
had' stopped — high over the entrance. 

Everywhere since vx* had entered the Imperial domain 
all was most scrupulously well kept. Not a gravel stone 
was out of place. (Jangs of men were, indeed, kept 
to* rake over instantly the gravel drives so a.s to obliterate 
the track of the wheels of the carriages. 

At last with due pomp we drew up before the long 
portico of the. comfortalilc but nut Imposing house in 
which lived Their Imperial Majesti<LS. 

As wc descended an attendant took Rasputiids slaff.^ 
when instantly there came forward a lieutenant of Co.s- 
sacks, a curiously crafty-looking fellow, wlu) asked us 
if we desired to w'ash, or wdshccl for a drink or for f(X>d. 

The fellow was rejuilsivc, even to the charlatan him- 
self. The latter gazed at him, and replied in his deep, 
serious tones : 

am here to sec our Empress. I have no need for 
thy ocninistrations.’* 

At this rebuke the evil-looking oflicer looked daggers, 
and seeing that I w\is but a menial as secretary he did 
not deign to ad<lres.s me. 

A few seconds later wc were taken in charge by the 
** .skorochodi,*’ servants who are so intelligeiU that they 
are nicknamed the quick-walker.s/’ The palace con- 
tains hundreds of servants and hangt.-rs-on, but thci^e 
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«irc the uiics picked to take visitors fnroug'h the semi- 
circulnr -built palace to audience of either the Tsar or his 
spouse. 

'‘Jliro Lie'll a lunj.j* corridor \te \\t*re conducted past lh<‘ 
doois of a number ot rooms. At eacli were Uvo scatrles, 
unc a b'g’ Aoy ^sinian nei^ra in blue and gold — cailc^d an 
‘‘Arahv*’ in the palace — and the <Jtlicr a sk)lid Cossack 
sentry with his (iaed bayonet. 

At the end of the < orridor wt* were lueL ]jy one of the 
Kinpt‘rf>r\s personal servants who eanit forward in ;tlL 
humility, and bowing before Rasputin, asked. 

“Can I }>e of service^ j^bitiier, before you ha\e 
auditmee? " 

Both of us w'ere surprise<I. Here, in the rnid.st of all 
the pomp an<i ceremony was an ordinary Russian peasant, 
as uu lettered and as uncoiiib as Rasputin himself, and u 
j>ersotial attendant of his Majesty. 

I k* usIuTed us inU) a pretty room, wUh a long balc«)nv 
upholston*d in pale grey silk, with thick soft carpet u> 
mat<di, an aparinient: wliich might }ia\e l^ecm the boudoir 
of the ICniprcss herself 

iun here at Mcr rmperial Majesty\s command,'’’ re- 
plied the* heather, remly for the <*ro\vning of the slow and 
subtle ])lot which Stiirmer had euginoerxid with Kouro- 
patkino. *kShe desires to speak with me.” 

NeKt instant the servant, who no doubt knew of 
Griohkabs' \vonder-w<irking‘ with his nvu'k miriicUiS, threw 
himself upon In?, knees, and (*ravc<l 

“Oh, our hhitlu-r, 1 beseech thet) to phu'e iliy blessing 
upon me, and upon my wife and niy invalid cjjild. Tlu* 
doctor who yesterday .said that slio is suffering from 

phthisis, and that the case is serious. I beg* of thee to 
cure her.” 

“Thy name?” he askt*d quickly, lot»klng straight Into 
his fare W’ith tho^’o wond<*rful eyes. 

“Aivasotr — Ivan .AivasofT.” 

“Whence do yon come?’* 

“TProm in the Government of Perm,” 

“And you arc Ills Muiostv’s valet, ch?” 
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“I am one of His Imperial Alaje-sty’s valets. He 
told me that the Tsarilza had commanded you here, and 
that I was to introduce you and your secretary, ' I'codor 
Rajevski.’' 

Rasputin halted, and assuming his most pious de- 
meanour — that same attitude winch had attracted Petro- 
^rad society — and incideiilally extracted hundreds of 
thousaiids of rou!)les from its pockets — erossi*d his hands, 
muttered some words, and bestowed his blc^sin^ up<m 
the Tsar’s body servant, 

A minute later the man Aivasoff straightened himself 
and, pointing to a door on the opposite side of the 
room, asked : 

‘'Arc you both ready? The Tsaritza is awaiting youd’ 

Rasputin, though pretending to be careless of his 
personal appearance, stroked his long beard, and then 
announced his readiness to pass into the pritsence of 
the Empress. 

"i'ou will go first, and bow,’^ said our atlendant. 
■“Your secretary will remain within the door with hands 
crossed before him,” he said. 

Then with his knuckles he rapped thrice upon the 
while enamelled door, and, turnings the handle of the lock, 
entered, walking before to announce us. 

In front I saw a deep glow of electricity shaded \vi\)\ 
dafi'odil silk, a pretty artistic room with bigli palms, 
choice rut flowers, and soft luxurious couches upholslere<l 
in grey and gold brocade. The.re sat two ladies, one 
df whom was in a silk gown of bottle green, which was, 
no doubt, the latest creation of the Rue de la Paix 
— the Empress — while the other, who was in elegant 
black, I afterwards recognised as lier bosom friend who 
had accompanied her to Kazan, Mademoiselle Zdneidc 
Kamensky. 

Ivan Aivasoff bowed low as he tuicrc*<l his stereotyped 
words of introduction. He was one of those ignorant 
persons with whom the unscrupulous bureaucrats had 
surrounded the person of the Tsar. He was an honest, 
well-meaning fellow from the Urals, who had been selected 
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to poHC« as a palace ollicial, and to acl just as I was 
acting', 'as the tool of others; a peasant chosen because 
he would naturally be less affccIcJ by revolutionary and 
progressive inilucncc. 

Aivasofi was, as 1 afterwards .learnt, but one of many 
peasants in immediate contact with the Kmperor and 
Ivmpress, the other servants being German. 

As we bowed before the two ladies they rose smiling, 
while the Father with raised hands pronoiuK'ed upon them 
his blessing in that pious, slightly hoarse, but deeply 
impressive voice o{ his. Then, aftca* the Empress had 
welcomed him he llxed her with tliat *impeUing, hypnotic 
gaze of his, and in preleiuv of rnwcr having met her 
before, i'K^'laimed : 

*‘() Gi'acious Lady, I have tT)inc here at thy bidding, 
though I am but a poor and unlettered wanderer, un- 
familiar with palat'es. My sjdiero is in the. houses of 
the very ])oor in order to direct, to advise, and to suceour 
lh<‘rn. wSuch is God's will." 

'L'Mit'ady, Father, we have hoard of you," respcindod 
the Empress, fast'inated b) tht‘ extraordinary thraldom of 
his gaze. Your great eharitablc works are. well known 
to us, ns they are known Ihiotigh the lengtli and breadth 
of otir i^nipirc, U is sriid by many that you have been 
sent unto us as savi<nir (»f Ru^ssin." 

"SVs — it is so, by God's Almighty gract'A’ the mock 
saint said, how'ing’ low' at the Em])ress's words, while 
Mndcmtoiselle Kamensky exchanged infpiiring glances 
with myself. 

That; scene was, ind<‘ed, a strang*e one, the dirty, 
unkempt monk in his fadtHl, ragged hal>it, grt‘asy ni: 
collar and sletw es,|^his black matted beard sweeping across 
his chest, and his hair uncombed, standings erect :ind 
rather imperit)iis, posing as a Diviiu' messong^<'r, in that 
luxurious private apart mtail of the Empress herself. 

“It is but right that you, as our spiritual guide, 
should be in direct toiudi with the Emperor and -myst'lf," 
she sai<3, without^ lu>wcver, nTt^nlng to the meeting at 
Kazan, to which I had certainly expected slic would 
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allude- “Froin our friend Sturmer I have learnt miicli 
concerning- your good works,, iui tiler, and I "^-wish to 
support them financially, if I may be permitted, just as 
J did those of Father Gapon." 

“Truly J thank thee, O Lad}’,” ho replied, bowing 
low again* ^‘My convent at Pokrovsky is in urgent need 
of funds-” 

''Then I shall g'ive orders for you to roeeh'e a donation 
immediately,” she siiid in a low voice, and wilh that 
pronounced German accent which nlwa}'^ reminded those 
with whom she came into conta<'t that she was not a 
true-born Russian. “ Stol3'pin, loo, has told me of the 
wonderful miracle you performed In W^nrsaw.” 

I knew of that miracle, an outrageous fraud w'hich 
had been perpetrated upon an assembly of ignorant; 
peasants by means of a clever conjuring trick in which 
Rasputin’s friend, the chemist Badmayev, and another, 
had assisted. Sturmer had been laughing lu^artily ovtr 
it at Rasputin’s house on the previous night. 

‘‘(xod hath given me strength,” replied the monk 
simply, and with much humbleness. am fits .servant, 
sent by Him unto Russia as her guide and he.r dclivcren 
.^s such I am before thee.” 

As he stood there wilh devout piety written tipon his 
s-allow, shrunken (^ounttmance, bo certainlv presented a 
most saintly, picturesque appeanuuv, liis attitude being 
that of a most humble ascetic of the Middle Ages. Saint 
i^Vancis of .Assisi could not have been luimblcn 

That Her Majesty was' much impressed by the crafty 
charlatan was quite apparent. In that strange jumble of 
quotations from the Scriptures which he so often used 
he declared to her that by Divine conunand he intended 
to guide Russia in lier forthcoming 'j^rogress and pro- 
sperity, so that she should rise to become the all-powerful 
nation of Ruropo. 

“It is well, O Lady, that thou hast sent for me,” 
he added. “I am thy most devoted servant. I am 
entirely tn thy hands.” 

And again crossing his begrimed hnnils upon his 
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breast he raided his eyes to Heaven, and repeated his 
blessing 'in that same jumbled jargon which he used at 
Ihe weekly seances of the sister-disciples. 

O Father, 1 sincerely thank you/’ replied Her 
Majesty at last. The Emperor is iinfortunalcly away in 
i\los<\)\v» but when he returns you must again come to us, 
for J know he will \\elrome von warmly. We are both 
striving for the national \v<*lfare, and if \vc receive your 
goodwill \vc shall have no fear of failure.” 

‘'J'ht^re arc, alas I niniours ol plots against the 
dynasty,” said Rasputin. ‘MUit, () Lady, I ])cg of thee 
to heed these my words and remain <*alm and secnie, 
for although atlenij)ts may be nnule, desperate perhaps, 
it is wilh‘d that none will be sut'ccssful. (lod in His 
grace is Prntc('tor <d' the House of Romanoff, to whom 
a son will assuredly soon be born.” 

Ah*.xandra hVoduruMia held her breath at hearing those 
words. Tliat scene IxTorc the shrine of Our Lady of 
Kazan was, no doulil, still vivid in her mind. 

'‘Arc you ab.solutely confident of that?” she asked 
him in breathhiss suspense. 

‘*Tlic truth hath already been rev(‘alcd unto me. 
Therefore I know,” was his reply. ‘T kno-w — and I 
here tell thee, O Lady. The Imperial House will ha\c 
a son and heir.” 

1'hat prophetry, duly fulfilled as it was later on, 
caused the bimpress to regard the dlssoluti* “saint” as 
a “holy” man. In that event ful iKuir at Tsarskoc-Sclo 
the. die was oast. The Kmpn^ss had fallen irrevocably 
bcneatli the spell the amazing rascal, and the di^ath- 
knell of the Romanoffs as riders liad been sounded. 

When wc bm'kecl out of the Empn^^s’s presence the 
peasant Ivan, who had introduced us, handed us over 
to the Tsar’s (‘hief valet, an (ddt*riy grey-bearded man 
in the Imperial livi'ry, a man whose name wc under- 
stood was TchermdT, and who bad been vahd, of tlic old 
hanpi’ror AlexandfT TIL 

The Starets left the palace full of extreme satisfaction, 
and iiuleed, when an hour later we \u,-ie alone together 
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ill the tr^jin returning- to Petrograd, he grinned 
acro.ss al me^ and said meaningly : 

“Alexandra Feodorovna did not forget our mcetinj^ 
at Kazan, though she did not allude to it. Ere long*, 
though she is Empress, 1 intend that she shall sit at 
my feet and do ni}*' bidding ! 

And he chuckled within himself as was his pcrtsanl’s 
habit when mightily pleased. 

Truly, that inecling with Ihc Tsar’s valet IVhea'nofC 
was quite as fateful to Russia as the meeting with the 
neurotic spiritualistic Empress herself. 


CHAPTER in 

THE POTSDAM PLOT DJiVLLOPS 

Anour a week after Rasptitin's first audience of the 
Empress Alexandra, the Bishop Theophanus, confessor of 
llic Imperial family, paid him a visit at the Poltavskaya. 

The Bishop, a big, nvcr-iVd man, had a long chat 
V/itli the St arc! s in my presence. 

“ Her Majesty was much ia7[')ressed by you, my 

dear Grichka,” said the well-I<nowi7 cleric to tlie man 
who, having pretended to abandon his prolligate ways, 
had parted his hair in the middle and become a pilgrim. 
“She has daily spoken of you, and you arc to be com- 
manded to audience with ihc Tsar. Hence I am here to 
gi\e you some advice.’’ 

Tl-hti “lioly” man grinned with satisrnclion, knowing- 
how complete had been the success of Stiirmcr's plans. 
At the moment Theophanus was in ignorance of the 
deeply laid’ plot to draw the Empress bcn(*.ath the spell 
of the Starels whom the inferior classes all owr Russia 
— as well as the well-to-do — believed was leading sucJi u 
saint-like, ascetic life in imitation of (Christ. 

Truly, Grtchka dressed the part wx-li, and ga\e himself 
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the outward appearance of sainiUncss and godliness. 
Even the? Bishop was bamboozled by him, just as PeLro- 
g*rad society was being mystified and electrified by the 
rising’ of “the Divine lV(jlcetor of Russia. 

Of his doctrine I need not here write. Dark hints 
of Its astonishing immorality have already leaked out to 
the world througii oliattering women who were memticrs 
of th<i (niit. My object hcie. is to expose the most subtle 
and ingenious plot which the world has known— the- 
Teutotfa" C(.ins]iiracy against onr Russian Empire. 

Rasputin’s religion'’ was not a novel one, as Is 
generally supposed. It wtrs simply a variation conciuved 
by his mysllcally-lnclined mind upon the one devised by 
Marcion in the (‘arly days of the Christian era. He 
had conceived (he theory that the only means by which 
the spirit could be elevated was to mortify and destroy 
I lie flcLsh. 

'riie Bishop Teofan, or Thoophanus, was a mock 
ascetic, just as was Rasputin, Hishi^p Alexis of Kazan, 
alter Ras()utin\s visit there, had introduced him to the 
Rector of the Religious Academy, and already the nuR‘k 
saint had vslabli.shed a circle of ascetic students, of whom 
'IVofan and anotlier Starets named Mitia the Blessed (a 
name derived fr<nn Dmitry), who ('amc from Montenegro, 
were members. But Rasputin, although the loader, had 
entirely imposed upon 'iVofan. 

in all st*riou.sness llie Bislmp told the Starets of tlie 
Interest in him whadi the Kinj>rt‘ss hud aroused in the 
mind of the “r.sar. 

“He is a keen spiritualist, just as is the Empress,” 
said the confessor. “At Court everyone has heard of 
your marvellou.s powers. I <'an promise you groat success 
if you carry out the views I will plac(^ before 3>'ou. 
must form a Court circle of disciples, ''i'ho w'oman most 
likely to assist you is Madame Vyrubova, who, with 
Mademoiselle Kamensky, is Her Majesty's greatest 
confidante/^ 

“Very well, T will meet hcf. Von arrange it.” 

** To-morrow^ is Monday, and there will be the usual 
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clerical reception at the Countess IgnrutiefCs. I will see 
that she is there to meet you/* <■ 

“Excellent, my dear Teofan ! ’* said tho “saint/* “In 
this affair we will help each other. I will form a circle 
of believers at Court, and Alexandra Fcodorovna shall 
be at their head/’ 

The fact is that Teofan knew that Rasputin was 
possessed of a marvellous hypnotic power, and, being 
aware of the vogue of hypnotists at Court, saw in the 
Starets an able assistant by whom to gain pow'cr in the 
immediate entourage of Their Maj(,‘sties. Thus, quite 
unconsciously, he was fiirlhering I he plans of Kouro- 
paLkine and Stiirmcr, who were receiving money from 
Berlin, 

Already one of Rasputin’s principal disciples was 
Madame (IJolovine, the elder sister of the Grand Duke 
Paul's mofganaiic wife, Countess Ilohcnfelsen, a woman 
who had become his ijiost ardent follower, and w1k> never 
failed to attend, with 'her two daughters, the famous 
sc^anccs held weekly in that big upstairs room. 

On the following evening I went with Rasputin to the 
great house of the Dowager Countess Ignatieff to attend 
the ii.sual Monday gathering of prelates and ascetic.s', for 
her salon was a rendezvous for ail kinds of relig*i<ius 
cranks, theologians, and peojde interested in pious 
works. Rasputin’s unexpected appearance there caused 
a sensation. 

Outside his circle of disciples ” he was unapproach- 
able. The instructions given me by dioris Sturnier vver<tf 
absolute and precise. The reason that I was always at the 
charlatan’s right hand was because he could only wiitc 
with diflicLilty, and was therefore unable to make any 
memoranda. His letters were the painful efforts of an 
unlettered mu]ik, as ind(‘cd he was. 

And yet already ho had become the most renowned man 
in the Russian capital! 

Our Einpire’s quarrel with Japan had not boon finally 
set lied. The couiilry was in a stale <;f serious unrest. 
While the revolutionary spirit, started by the death of the 
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girl Vicli uif, w.'is st^cihing everywhere, the dynasty was 
thr<‘ak‘n*-Ml on every hand- Vet the ever-open eye of the 
Okhrana was upon everytaie, and arrests of innocent per- 
sons were still continuing. 

That night the srdon of the CounLess igniitien’ was 
responsible fur much conoormng the downfall of the 
Kc)man»>iTs. In llie great luxurious drawing-room there 
were assemblcil beneath the hug'c crystal elcctr^iliers a 
curious^ inixt'd company of the [)ious and the vicious of 
the. capital. 'lliere was the Metropolitan in his robes 
ami with his great iTuoilix, Ministers of Stale in unifi)rms 
with det'oralions, Aetiial IVixy ('ouncillors and Lheii‘ 
wives, anrl dv>:;'ea.$ of umlerlings in their gandy tinsel, 
ja'elates with ('•rosses at their necks, and women <jr all 
cla.sses, from 1h<’ higdiesi aiistocra^^y to the painted sister 
of the higher demi-monde, 

'rile gathering was characteristic of I'etrograd in those 
times of Russia's decadence, when (h‘nnanY was pre- 
paring for war. 'The light with Japan had already been 
engineered thnnigh Kouropatkine as a preliminary to the 
betrayal and .smashing ol our Krnpire. 

Of the rontllei with the Mikado I have no concern. 
My })cn is taken up in order to rev4‘al what 1 know regard- 
ing the astounding ]>lots concedved in l^olsdam and 
executed in Peirogrud, in order fearlessly to expose those 
who \vcrf‘ traitru's to their country, and to whom the 
tUH)i'icJc of 1917 was due. 

In that great wtdl-lit saloon, crowded by rt‘Hgious per- 
sonages of all kinds, the old Dowag^er Comilt'ss' Ignalieft, 
in stiff black silk, came forward to ret'eive the ptipular 
Slarets as the no\\e,st star in Russia’s religious Hrmament. 
With Stunner behind him to advise uad to plot, aided hy 
an obscure civil s<*.rvant named Ih-olopf' poll— who after- 
wards became Minister of Ihe Interior and a spy of (Ger- 
many — the saint never held himself choajx Tiuil was 
oiift of the seertUs of his astouiuling career, 'Diough he 
possessed no education and could scarcely trace bis own 
name, be possessed the most acute brain of any lawyer or 
banker in Petrograd- In every sense he was abnormal, 
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just as abnormal as Joan of Arc, Saint Anthony, Saint 
Francis, or a dozen others who hava been bcatilk.‘d. 

The rheumatic old countess, after shaking hands ^^i^h 
us both, introduced us to a doz<ui other persons around 
her. Suddenly she said : 

“ Ah ! Here is my dear friend the i^ady-of-thc-Cnurl 
Anna Vyrubova. Allow me to introduce you, Father.'’ 

The wStarets instantly crossed his liaiuls piously over 
his breast and bowed before a i^ood-lookin^, skek-f:u;e<i 
woman of forty, who was ckavantly dressed, and who 
greeted him with a humorous smile. Haeing heard inurh 
of the woman's scandalous past, 1 naturally regarded her 
with considerable curiosity. She was a woman of destiny. 
Petrograd had not long before been agog with the .scandal 
following her marriage with a young* naval oiricer, wlio 
had gone to the Baltic, and unexpectedly returning' to his 
\vife\s room in the palace at 'J\sarskoe-Sel<s had been shut 
out by the Empress herself. The husband had afterwards 
died in mysterious circumstances, which had ]>ecn hushed 
up by the police, and niadame had remained as the j)er- 
sonal attendant upon Her Majesty with her inst‘parabh‘ 
friend Z^ncldc Kamdnsk}*. 

As I watched the monk’s meeting with this w'oman of 
adventure, I saw that he had at oiuxi faseinateil lu-r, just 
as completely as he had hypnotised iicM' lmj)enal nnsta*s;;. 
She stood before him, using- her small black fan slowly, 
for the room was overyjoweringly hot, and ])egan to chat, 
assuring him that she had for a long time Ixicn dcsirou.s 
of meeting him. 

As I stood beside Rasputin I heard him say, in that 
humble manner wdiich ahvay.s attracted society w’oinen : 

** And, O Lady, 1 have heard of thee often. It is with 
sincere pleasure that I gaze uj)oa thy face and sptcik with 
thee. It is God's will — let Him be thanked for this our 
meeting." 

The blasphemy of it all appalled me. I knew of coriain 
deep plots in progress, and I watched the handsome lady- 
in-w^alting, with whom the monk crossed il^c roi'nn, nod- 
ding self-consciously to the bishops, prelates, and mock- 
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piou'< sooundiTls oi ail sorts, with their female victims. I 
ni> breaUi in wonder. 

As f followed 1 saw Stiirmer, the y^oat-bearded traitor, 
standing chatting to a pretty young girl in turquoise blue. 
Then i overheard Madame Vyrubova say to the Starets : 

f came here lo-aight. Father, especially to meet you. 
}Ier Majesty gave me a message. She is in despair, Shc 
rcjuires your liclj), prayers, and advice.'^ 

Ah! my dear lady, 1 regret; 1 arn fully alive Uj the 
high lionours which our 'I'saritza has done me to- com- 
mand me to (.’ourL Hut my sphere, is with the ]3oor. My 
hit; 's with lluMn-dor tlieir Ixmefil and guidance." 

* 1 bear you a mes.sage/’ said the \'itdl-preS(^rved 
woman of whom a thousand tongues had gossi[)ctl evilly 
in iMrogrnd, "I o-morro\v the Kmpress expects you in- 
formally. She will take no refusal.'’ 

“ Refusal — how can 1 refuse my Empress?" he re* 
plied. can beg of her to excuse me. 1 have to 

attend a nuM;ting in the lowcs't quarter of the city to- 
nionow atnc»ng lho.st‘ who await me. And in the <;vcn- 
ing J go upon a f)11gnmage. Her Majesty will not 
begrudge the pour my inlaistrations. Please tell her 
this. My sj)hrre, ns clc.-^igned by God, is with the masses 
and not in the Imperial Palai:eP' 

That was all 1 overheard. Sturmer called me. aside 
U> wliisptT, and as he did so I saw that the Slarets had 
at onee be,c<iTnfj surrenmded by women, of whom he 
alway.s b('o;m)e the centre of attraction, with hands 
cr<is.s<Hl .so lunnbly over his br«*asl. 

liis nTusal to gf) to Court was in accordance with 
his i'xtraordinary intuit k>n and acumen, though lii.s meet- 
ing with the woman Vyrubova mnrktd another milestone 
in thi‘ history <*{ J\ussia^s Ixaraya). 

The class passed. 'riic worhl was, of course, in 
ignoran<:<r, but we. in the Poltavskaya, the monk and 
myself, knt’W of the despatch of Admiral Rozhdest- 
vensky's l)lund<"ring dc*et on its voyage half-way round 
tlic world, bow lu*\vas or<lered to 'ilre upon anything he 
^iiu in the Voilli Sea, and how, a.s soon came out, he fired 
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upon some of your British trawlers on 'the Dog-gcr Bank, 
for which our Government paid quite \vi)liny*iy rixU-five 
thousand pounds in compensation. 

But let the first war-chapter of Russia’s history pas-;. 
With it Rasputin had but little to do. The person s\'\v\ 
unwilling* or not, carried out the will of Potsdam's Kaiser 
was the Empres.s Alc.^andra. And having done so .sht\ 
with her curious nature, suddenly turned irorii ^ay to 
g:rave. She became sti-ant^-e in her conduct and ui.srar.h^d 
her wonderful i’^aris g'owns — in which, by the way, she 
was eclipsed by Liane,’* the dark-halied diva oi the* 
Paris caf(^s charitanis, in whom Kicholas 11. took yveh a 
very paternal interest. 

Time after time 1 had been present when bTurm<.r and 
Rasputin, chuckling over the undoubted success of their 
conspiracy, discussed the situation. 

Since Her Majesty had met the rascal nuink at 
Tsarskoe-Selo site had never appeared in public. C>n 
certain occasion.s, wlicn a Court pageant or rua»rtion had 
to be held according to custom and the oalemdar, it was 
the Emperor’s mother who, with her well-known chajm 
and honesty, received the guest.s. Excuses were made, 
for Alexandra I^eodorovna’s non-appearance. The truth 
was that the Empress, full of spiritualiMic beliefs, had 
suddenly developed a religious mania, auiire;! around the 
amassing p<‘rsO'naHly of the mock monk. 

Thrice had Her Majesty sent him commands through 
her pro-Oerman puppet Fretbunckw, and thrice he, at 
Sturmer’y .suggestion, refused to comply. This illiterate 
Siberian monk, ex-h.or.se-tluef and beln*yer of women, 
actually disregarded the Imperial order! He had de- 
clared himself to be the saviour of Ru.ssia, and greater 
than the Romanoffs. 

The Empress is furious ! ” declared the Bishop 
Teofan one day as, with his heavy bejeweUed cross upon 
hi.s breast and wearing clothes of the richest lextur<% he 
sat with the rascal in his deiu Sometimes she is in 
anger, at others in dospairw Anna Vyrubova frantic. 
Why do you not come to audience?” 
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‘‘ vShe promised thru I should see Nicholas,” was 
Ihc repFiy. After 1 have spoken with him 1 will see 
her. It docs a woman ^ood to wait.” 

“ 1 ai^ioc, but your refusal may be stretched loo far,” 
said the Bisiiop. 

“None will tell the truth concerning; her,” Rasputin 
said. “ 1 hear on one hand that slie thinks herself too 
fat and is taking; ihe *■ Rnt fetlungscur ’ against the 
advice of the Court physician. Others .say that she has 
eczema and dare not show her face, while others say she 
is mad. W'hat is the truth?” 

“ Come and ascertain for yourself.” 

“ Her devotion Ls that of a fanatic — 1 take it? ” 

“ Exactly. She lives only for the entertainment of 
monks and pilgrlin.s. You an' lucky, my dear Cirlchka. 
Madame V'yrubova was evideaitly entranced by you at 
Countess Ignaliefl’s. She will do your bidding. Only, 
1 b<'g of you to come to Court.” 

1’he charlatan, however, steadily refus(‘d the Bishop's 
advh'e. Instead, he left Pelrograd that night alone, and 
went away to his wdfe and .sister-disciples at Pokrovsk}', 
in .Siberia. 

For more than two months he was absent from I’etro- 
grad. OfK‘. day a frantic message came to me over the 
trltrphone from Madame Vyru]>uva, who inquired the 
vvhereal)ou1 s of tlie Starets. 

Kaih(T has gone to Ins convent at Pokn>v.sky, 
.Madanuq” I readied. 

“ Wliat ! ” slut gasped. “Cone to Siberia! M'hy, 
Her .Maji^sly is daily expecting him here at the I'alace. 
When will he return?” 

“ I regret, Madanua that I cannot say,” was iny 
reply. “ He has told mt^ mhhing. ” 

“ Will you plea.se iak(‘ a confidential message to Boris 
Slurmer for me?” she asked. And when 1 replied in 
the allirmative, she went on : 

** Please go at once to him and ask fjirn to come to 
the Palace tliis eveniruc wilJionI fail. I am very anxious 
to sei‘ liim <,oin:crning a highly intportant matter* A 
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carriag-e will meeL the train which arrives at seven- 
thirty.’^ 

I promised to carry out the wishes of the Tsaril'/a's 
favourite lady-in-waiting-, and half an hour later called 
upon Sturmer at his fine house in the Kiroeshnaya, wlu-re 
1 delivered the message. 

During the next lew weeks I xiiercly called at th<‘ 
Poltavskaya each morning for the monk's letters, which 
I opened and dealt with at my I leisure. 

His correspondence was truly ama 2 ing. The letters 
wore mostly from wealthy female dc\ utecs, missives 
usually couched in piuiis language. Some contained 
confeswsions of the most private nature, and asking the 
Father’s advice and blessing. All these latter he had 
given me strict instructions carefully to preserve. Any 
letter which .contained self-condemnation by its writer, 
or any confession of sin, was therefore carefully pul 
away, after being duly replied to. At the time, it did 
not occur to me that the impost^sr ev<^r Intended to jdhns' 
them to see the light of day, and, indeed, it was not until 
several years later that I discov(*red that he was using 
them for the purpose of extracting large sums from 
women who preferred to pay the blackmail he hwled 
rather than have their serrois exposed to their sweet- 
hearts or husbands. 

While Rasputin, having throw-n off his ciorik of piety, 
was leading a dissolute life in far-off Pokrovsky, and 
refusing to obey the Empress’s repeated invitations, the 
guns of Peter and Paul one day boennx'd forth salvo after 
salvo, announeing to the world that the prayer uttered 
by the Sfarets before our Lady of Kazan had been 
granted. 

An heir had been born to the Romanoffs I 

There was but little public rejoicing, however, for 
Russia was, at the moment, plunged into grief over the 
disastrous result of her attack upon Japan. Neverthe- 
less, the event more than ever impia^ssed upon tho 
neurotic Empress that Griehka was possessed of some 
mysterious and divine influence. Her Majesty bclicrvwd 
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entirely in his saintlincsss, ar.d her faith in the power of 
his pra>xrs was complete, God bad granted his prayer 
and sent an heir to the Romanoffs because of his purity 
and perfect piety. Already she was wondering whether, 
in some mysterious way, the child’s life was not linked 
with that of the holy Falhcr whom the Almighty had 
sent to protect her son's exislenrc. 

Because of this tlic Itmpress sent to Rasputin, at 
E'okrovsky, a number of telegrams, which evcnlually the 
monk gave over to me to do('kct and put awny with the 
incriminating IcUcrs of his foolish and . fascinated 
admirers. The women of Russia, from the Empress to 
the lowly superstitious peasant, wctc now at the char-« 
latajo’s feel. 

One Ltilegram from Alexandra Fcodorovna read as 
follows : 

Father and Proteeloir of our Houfc, why do you refubo 
ID come and give us com fort? God h:i.s given the Rivm.anolls; 
iin heir, and we desire your coun.sel and your prayers. Do, 
r hog of you, return to stistuln us whh your presence. When 
we, met our com^e.rsanon remsained uniinlshed. 1 confess that 
] doulHed then, but f now believe. Make ihaste aJid come 
at once to us. From your sister — ^*ALt:xA^r^>i<AF' 

Of this appeal the Starets took no notice. He pre- 
ferred the society of hir. sis tcr-disci pies at Pokrovsky to 
that of the Tsaritza. Bc.sides, was it nor part of his 
< “lever plan to place the Empress beneath his influence 
by bringing her to the brink of dcLspair? He had not yet 
met Nicholas IL, and it was his iuuuition to place his 
amazing and mysterious grip upon him also at the crucial 
moment. So again the Empress sent him a communica- 
tion — a letter written in lier own hand, and delivered by 
one of t]\c Imperial couriers. 

*‘Why do yo\i he.^itatc ? *' she ;j?kcd,^ I sent you 
wor<l by Anna fMadani*' Vyrubova] thai I desired eagerly to 
see you again. Votir good w'orlcs nrc to-day in everyone's 
m<uUh. All ai Courl arc .^p«:*>aking of you and your bc'autiful 
sotil-inspiring religion, of which I am" aaxioiL> Uj kup-w mure 
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details from your own lips. L<| is too cruel of you to sever 
yourself from Pctrograd when '"all are lonj:^inc,^ f^r your 
presence. What can I do in order to induce \ou to c»>in-‘r 
Ask of me anything-j and your wibh slhall 1)0 ^grantr.tl. l')o 
reply. — Alexandr.\. 

Again he treated her invitation with contempt, for 
following this, ten days later, she sent him anotlu-r 
telegram ; 

you still refuse to come I will sf'nd Anira to y.>u to 
try and induce you to reconsider the situation. Xirhulas ]> 
extremely anxious to consult \’ou. father, I again implore 
you to come to ua. — 

Rasputin, who had created such a favotinthlc impres- 
sion upon the lady-in-waiting \'yruhi)va, ccrtaiiil;. hud no 
intention of allowing her to go to Pokr;»\ sk\ ’ ami st**' 
the sordid home which Russia believed to be a u.uulerful 
monastery,*’ and to which Fetrugrad sochdy had sub- 
scribed so freely. He therefore "sent Her ^Majesty a 
message — the first response she extracted— to the effect 
that he W'as leaving for Pclrograd as .soon as it was 
pos.siblc to fulfil his Divine “call.” 

In the meantime I h:id been introduced by Boris 
Sturmcr, whom I met almost daily, to Stolypin, a friend 
of Rasputin’s principal disciple In iXlrograd, IVtadame 
Golovinc, and to Monsieur Raeff, who m'ferwards, In 
Rasputin’s inllnence, received the apjjolulmcnt of Iho- 
curator of the Holy Synod. Ai Sturnicrbs fine huusi ihnc 
were, in the absence of tin* Starci.s, constant meetings of 
Rae.ff, General Kurloff, the Cliief of tint Politifal IN»]1' 
and a hcjcllc-browtul official named K.sche.ssinslvi, uho 
was director of tliat secriM d(‘partiiient of knoun a^ 

“the Blark Cabinet,” a suilv* of rcjoms in the ecniral 
postal bureau in Pcfrogratl, where <aie’s c^u rcspundfuu'c 
was daily under examination for llu‘ benefit of the corrupt 
Ministers and tlteir phict*-seeking underlioi; s. In addi- 
tion, at these dinners, foIkcAed by tin* secret fsmbuetit es, 
there att('nded a <'ertriin smart, \^'eIl■•^'et-^p oilicff iiai!U‘d 
Miassoyed.dT, a cc/hmel staiicuf'd at Wi^bafen on the^ 
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East Prussia froTiticr> aad who had received gracious iit- 
vilalions from ihc {Raiser to go sh(x>ung and to hob-nob 
with him. This man afterwards became a sp}^ of Ger- 
many, as I will later on reveal. 

Kurloff, as head of the Political Police, had, before 
my appointment as secretary to the Starets, been my 
superior, and therefore i well knew the wheels within 
the W'hcels of his department- Naturally he \ras hand- 
in-gkwe w'ith the director of the Black Ca])incl, the doings 
of which would require a w'holc volume to tliemselvcs, 
and to me it was evident that somr lurther great and 
<lc(‘p laid plot was in progress, of which Rasputin was to 
be \hc head ‘'director. 

One day in the Nevski I mot Mitia the Blessed, the 
Starets who ran Rasputin so closely in the public favour. 
I saw he was hopelessly intoxicatc<h and was being fol- 
knved by a crowd of jeering iin-hins. I did not, however, 
know that Stiirmcr and his friends had ai ranged this dis- 
graceful exhibition of unbolincs.^ in order to disi'Tcdit and 
<ics1roy Grichka’s rival- Five ininiUes later I met the 
Bishop Tli«)p1ninus walking* with the Procurator of the 
Holy Synod, w-'ho, like myself, W'itnessecI the degrading 
sight., and from that moment Milia the Blessed no 
longer exercised povver, and was n()t further invited to 
the salons of tluise my.siieal incniln'rs of the aristocracy. 
He liacl been swept into oblivion in a single day, 

Rasputin at last returned, forced to do so by the de- 
U'rmincd atiitudc of the Empress, who without doubt 
wr.»s suffering fronj serious religious mania, as well as 
an acute form of neurotic heart disease. The monk arrived 
qiiite unexpectedly at thf Poltavskaya, and rang me up 
on the telephone late one. evening. 

The* Bishop Tiioophanus was, I found, with him. He 
knew of his arrival, and had come from Peterhof to meet 
him and urge, him to go next day and see the Empress. 

“If it is thy wish, 1 will/’ replied the “saint” with 
some: nductance, for he knew too w'ell that already he 
wieldtal an unbounded iniluence. ov(‘r the l-sarllxa. The 
fellow whose record was the w’or.st imaginable, and whose 
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very nickname, “ Rasputin,’* meant in Rusbian ‘‘tjie disbo- 
lute,” was regarded by the Empiess as pi;ssesseci of 
divine power, and as saviour of Russia and protector of 
the Imperial family and its hotr. 

*‘I hear that Alexis, Bishop of Kazan, lias turned ycnir 
enemy, and has written to the Holy Synod regarding your 
questionable monastery at Pokrovsky/' remarked 'rheo- 
phanus. It is very regrettable.” 

‘‘Bah! my dear friend. 1 have no fear,” declared the 
man whose vanity was so uveiwecniug. “Soon ynn will 
see that Nicholas himself will do my bidding. I shall 
play die Lune, and he will dance. All ajjpointmeiits will, 
ere long, lie in my hands, and 1 will place one of our 
friends as Procurator of the Holy Synod." 

At the mament I was inclined to laugh at such bom- 
bastic assertion. Little, indeed, did i dream that v\ilhin 
twelve months his prophecy would be fulfilled, and lirtt 
the ex-horse-stealcr, whose .^ccretar}- J had betMm(‘, would 
actually rule Russia through the h'thargic weakling who 
sat upon the throne as 'i'sar Nicholas 11. 

A week later 1 accompanied the Starets lo have hi,s 
first audience with His Majesty the ihnpcror ai ihc Palace 
of Pclcrhof, tliai wonderful Inipt*ria] resid^-nce whcp': llie 
great vSamsO'ii Fountain in gilded bronze thn'>ws up lz'f»m 
the lion’s jaws a thick jet seventy feet high, in iniitati<m 
of Versailles, and where nearly six hundred servam.x wcm* 
employed in various oapacitie.s. \Vc^ passed the Marly 
P(;nd, where the carp were called In the ringing of a Ix'li, 
and the IMarly Cascade, where water runs over iweniv 
gilded m<arble steps. 'Truly, the be.autie^ of Peteilmf wrie 
a rcvcialitm to the Starets and niyseif. On the jinwimis 
day he had had audituicc of llu: lunpress at sIs‘o» - 

Selo, but I had not ]>een present, therefore I nnuaiiu'd in 
ignorance* of whrir Jiad transjiin'd. All T know is ihat In' 
returned home and drank a whole bouK' of rliain- 
pagne to himself, in full sraisfaellon’- not that lir ^'ared 
f<ir the wine, for his peasant taste favvjured the fieiy 
vodka. 

On entering Pcn‘.rh<d we were me: In the ^alef. 
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small tradesman. But the roam itself was a beaut if \il 
one, like all th.e apartments in Peterhof, semid.^cular in 
shape, with a great bay window looking out up<,)n the 
wonderful fountains, all o.f which were throwing up tJicir 
jets, with «a great ci.sta of greenery beyond. 

The Tsar bowed as the Siarcls, crossing himself, be- 
stowed his blessing upon him. The t)\vmer of twenty 
palaces and seven hundred mdlion acres of land tiirneci 
his eyes to the carpet humbly as the mock saint uttered 
those words of incortiprehensiblo jargon which h;df Rusda 
believed to be inspired by the Divine will. 

W^ien Rasputin spoke llis Majesty seemed enwed aivl 
thoughtful. Over iiis whole frame was written fear and 
exhaustion. His voice was hollow when he rc]>lied, and 
his glance was full of antreipation. Ai over} gesture i'S 
the Starcts he seemed startled. 

Was it any wonder when one recollected, s<> many 
tvere the plots against the dynasty, that at tlu: moment 
ho had removed from Tsarskoe-Selo, where a gang (jf a 
thou.sand men wen? engaged in digging;' deep trennlurs 
around the palace because the Okhrana had got v^ind of a 
desperate plot to tunnel beneath the Imptrriu) residence 
and blow it up together with iis Imperial <jcctipier.s. 

His Afajesty addressed tht‘ Slareib as “thec'^ aial 

‘‘thou/' 

“I know, Father, that thou an our guide luul 
saviour/’ said the auttjcrat, when togeilu'r we were scati*d 
in the window, Raspulin explaining that he always looh 
me with him In order that 1 mighl lake mental mMos of 
conversations and decisions. 

‘M-^Yodor is mute/" ho added. ^*And he h part of 
myself/’ 

'Hien His Majesty nTcrrcd to Rasputin’s “rniraeks'’ 
which he had performed In WarsaWv Kiev, and <^thcr 
places, m<!rc conjuring tricks which had lH:)d the peasants; 
spt'cchless in ama;cement, 

“Tbeophamis has told us of diem. Thou hast hc^itcd 
the sick and cured t,h(^ lame/’ said His Majesty. Truly, 
thou art greater in Jvu.ssia than mvsclf/’ 
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Tchcrnoff, who gT-ccted Rasputin very warmly with ,'i;bTne 
meaning* -twordsa and said : 

“H is’ Majesty is in his private cabinet e'jcpecting you. 
Come.” 

Another valet took our hats and overcoats, and then 
"J'chernoff led us up a great iliglit of marble stairs, and 
on through nearly a dozen panelled rooms witli historic 
portraits, much like those i had once passed through at 
iMmtainebleau, until he entered the bine drawing-room, a 
gn.-at, old-fa shioi'Cd, eighteen! h-ceuiury apartment adorned 
by a number of jiiaguiticenr j)ictures b\ Saltzmann, 

Vour Britisfi public have never truly realised the gor- 
ge<nisncss of the Palace at Peterhof^ or the fact that in 
liio Imperial ser\’ice at tlie carious residences there wore 
no fewer than lour llicusand domestics, most of them use- 
less and «ill uniformed. 'Phe “Arabys,*’ imported especially 
iroin Aiwssinia, and who wore fantastically embroidered 
blue an<i gold uniforms with a grcid crimson sasli, and ti 
kind of Itirban their heads, were simply well-paid 

puppets, wJio added pomp to the gorgeous salons, the 
* doors of wliKih they guarded. 

As we passed through the great roroms on our way to 
the Tsar’s private cabinet, a hundred servants and 
officials bowed to us, but Rasputin remained Cjuiu* unim- 
pressed. He was possessed of a must astounding intui- 
tion, and he knew that by his mystical practices, his mock 
piety, and by apparently ignoring the Imperial pair that 
siuT'ess was assured. 

At last \ve stood before* the door of the uutoerai’s 
room, which Tchernoff threw open uncercmonkjusly, when 
we w'cre confronted by His Majesty, who wore a rough 
tweed shooting-suit, pr(‘hcntlng anytlung but an Imperial 
figure. 1 had exjuTued to scm him in uniform, like the 
thousand and one pictures wliieh purport to represent 
liirn, instead of whidi I found a very ordinary-looking, 
boarded man, with dt*ep-set eyes, a wan countenance, and 
raflmr lank hair. 11c was s([uare-built, a trifle btdow the 
m«H.lium height, and a man whom, had you passed him in 
the >ievski, you might have taken for a Jew tailor or a 
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“Pardon, 3 our. Majesty,” replied the impostor humbly, 
“I am l^ut God’s messcng-er, but thou art Tsar. It is not 
for me to exert authority, only to pray unceasingly for the 
Empire and for the well-being ol its Imperial House. 
Tlioophanus hath, I liopc, told thee that 1 seek no emolu- 
ments, no advancement, no favour, no honour; I am but 
the humble Starots — a pilgrim who hopes one day to see 
Mount Athos, tlicre to retire in devotion.” 

“Theophanus has told me much,” said the Emperor, 
“He iias told mo how at spiritualistic seances thou canst 
work thy will with cur departed, and how at the house 
of our dear SUirmor not long ago thoir didst obtain coni- 
numicatioii w’ith the spirit of my dear father Alexander. 
Truly, thy powers an* great, and we have need of the<\ 
Why didst thou refuse to come to us even though the 
Imipros.s sein thee so many <'ommands?” 

“ Because, as I have replied to Her jMajesty, I am no 
courtier. My work lies In the homes of the poor, not in 
tile palaces.” 

“Ah, no,” laughed the autocrat with good humour. 
“Thou art truly sent to us to save Russia. Thy place is 
luu'c, in our own liome.” 

1 drew a long btc^alh when I heard the Tsar pro- 
nounce those words, for they showed quite plainly the 
strong, invincible grip the impostor had, by posing with 
uncfincern, already obtained upon tlie Imperial famil}* and 
tht‘ Court. 

The wSlarels crossed himself, and again bo\ved. I was 
..juaTred to witness the crass ignorance and astounding 
superstition displayed by the Emperor of Russia, Whom 
all Europi* believed to l)e a progre.ssive, wddcaw\ake 
inonan'h. 'fhaj; he ]'H>.ssessed a spiritualistic kink, as did 
also his German wife, was quit(‘. apparent. Any lx>gus 
medium or charlatan could easily impose upon him. A 
dojien men and women who, by their vagaries andf pre^ 
tended powers, had brought psychic studies into ridicule, 
had given siaru'cs before the Emperor, and had told him 
things whi('h his crafty entourage had already paid them 
to “reveal.” 
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On the nig-lit of the ciedarafioa of* war with Japan, 
KourO’patkine brou^’ht to Pelerhof the French ♦medium 
Jules Verrier, who received a handboine lee. for preteiul- 
kig to get into toucii with the spirit of Peter the Great, 
who declared that Russia, in declaring war, had carried 
out his wishes. And Nicholas was at oiicc in high glee, 
and mightily enthusiastic to know that his historic ancestor 
approved of his action. 

The Imperial Court was full ot' iViuids, traiu»rst ami 
sycophants. In all uf them Nicholas had llie fullest con- 
hd'ence, while his wafe w-as possessed oi certain knowle'dgt^ 
which sometimes caused her lo discriminate. 

ihe coinmonpiaccduoking inau in tweeds, who \.as llu^ 
entire reverse of one's idea of an Finperor, greu con- 
fidential, and it was plain that he was quite as nuu'h 
impressed ])y Grichka as the Empress had been, fur 
throughout the audience the monk had used to tlu: full 
his inexplicable hypnotic power. 

“Our good Tlioophanus and Holidor favour us with 
their counsel, but, Father, tliou hast (uir most cornphuc 
confidezice, I beg of thee to grant tlic ICinpress another 
interview to-morrow, for she is daily longing for cuunsrd 
froiT) tliec. 1 will Iix the audience. .So, as our friend, 
please keep the appointment. But before we I wish 
to grant to thee any request that tliou inayec;t desire* >• 
any appointment or advairaniient of any friend. Speak, 
and thy wish shall be at once granted/' 

The monk reilected. It was, indexed, the moment of 
his first triumph. 

‘T have a }Oung and extremely able friend nam<*d 
Proiopopoff in the Tslinistry of the Luerior/’ he replied. 
*‘He is a loyal son of Ru.ssia, and a pious believer. Can- 
not h-e be advanced?” 

“He shall be. I xvlll make a note the name/* and 
turning to his desk, he scribbled it upon the blotting-pad 
with a stnbbv pcnol, rep<‘riting the v/ords : 

“Protopopoff— in the Ministry of the Interior.” 

And Mich was the manner rn wliich the man who was 
the most audacious spy that Germany employed in Russia 
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was placed ia the [)alh of advancement, subsequently In 
1915 becoming Minister in his own Department, and be- 
traying his country for German gold. 

Truly, the Potsdam plot was rapidly mrturing, and 
its amazing raniilications 1 intend to disclose. 


CHAPTER IV 

THE MURDER OF STOTA’FIN 

WiTHHC a fortnight of the mock monk’s audience ot the 
Tsar he found hin^seU installed in a fine suite of rooms 
in the l^alacc at Tsarskoe-Solo, one apartment being- 
assigned to myself as his secretary. 

J'lar.puUn’s ascendancy over the Imperial couple bi'- 
camc daily more marked. I was the onlooker of a very 
(mrioiis mid clever g-arnc, S])irilualiwSiic seances were held 
frequently, at which the Emperor and Empress assisted. 
In Potrograd the monk also- continued the weekly recep- 
tions of his disciples,''* chief among them being Madame 
Golovinc and the. Princess Paley. 'Fhe Empress fell more 
and more bcncatli the evil influence of the Slaixls, for she: 
fell convinced that his pra3'cr had becji answered by the 
birth of !in heir. 

To one man-even though of the Germcmophllc part} 
—the intrUvSiun of Rasputin into the ‘Court circle caused 
great annoyance. That was Ctnuil h'rederlcks. 

Madame Vyrubova one day told me lluU the cbtint 
had that afterno4m, in b-cr presence, inquired of the. 
Emperor : 

''Who is this new 5 >tarets of wdioni everybody is 
ta-lking?'’ 

*'Oh! mci'ciy a simple mujik w^hosc praycr.s carry 
right t.o Heaven/' was His Mnjcsryks answer. ** H« is 
endowed with most sublime faith/' 

'I‘he count tlum warned the Tsar of the displeasuvo 
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\vhich Rasputin’s presence at Court iva* creating* on every 
hand, adding : • 

“There are rumours that he is a mere drunkenTibor- 
tine. Make inquiries for yourself of his doings in Retro- 
grad/^ 

“Well, my dear Count/' lauglicd the Ihnpcror care- 
lessly, “better one Starets than ten hysterics," 

This seemed tO' me to prove tliat Ivasputin's presence 
often sa\'ed the Emperor from the hysterical outbursts ot 
Ills wife. 

Indeed, only the previous day the monk put about a 
story in Petrograd to account for the Knq^ress’s hysterical 
state. He started a rumour that Her Majesty was, 
against the advice of the Court physicians, following a 
system of German Enijettungsenr, or cure for obcsit\, 
the result having been a complete breakdown of {ho 
nervous system. 

Thus, by slow degrees, the artful monk ingratlnlcd 
himself with the Imperial family, just as years ago, Vvlien 
a mere cabdriver, in his prc-saintly days, he hapj^med 
to ingratiate himself with Alexis, Pishop of Kazan, who 
became greatly struck with him, and 'later pushe.d Jiiin 
forward as a holy man, yet for his trouble aftt'ru.irds 
found himself swept away, and his successor appointed 
by Rasputin’s own hand. The monk wa^ relentless, over- 
bearing, suspicious of any persons who did him a fa voir, 
and at the same time ready to lick the bools of Gcrnmnv’.s 
War Lord. 

The “Dark Forces’^ were now streniiou.sly at woik. 
Little did I enjoy the quiet of my own rooms in Potro- 
grad My “.saintly" master was ever active holding 
conferences, often hotrly, with Ministers of Sfat<% e<tun- 
cillors, and the “di.sciple.s ” /d' his own secret <-ulL 

Very scM>n I noted that his (doscst friend wa.s Stolvpin, 
a good-looking man with beard and curled mcnistache'/ 
who was Pr<;^^^dont of the Couiudl of Ministers. 

At that period Stolypin and the Kinporor were in- 
separable, His Majesty g-jne him clnilv audiences, ;uic} 
isometime;, through Ma/lcmoisdle Zeueide KanK*nskv, tlie 
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Empress’s chief ccj-ntidanto, he had audience of Her 
Majesty 

i nicL Siolypin often. His Excellency was a bluff but 
elegant bureaucrat, who had succeeded tUjunt \\''ittc, a 
man of rcJiuemcnl, belonging to a very old boyar family. 
He was an exceiJeiU tahvcr, and wiin tus soU, engaging 
ir.aniu;rs he could, when nc wisheu, cxtn'cise a personal 
charm that always had a great eflcca upon his hearers. 
His Excellency hs groat virtue in the Emperor's eyes was 
that he never weanc^l him, aiui that was much m liis 
favour; he always curtaiu-d lus business. W'halcvcr he 
had to report to (he hhnporor was (line (jUU'kly, wirliout 
unnecessary f'ojninem, and the confereiK't; ended, they 
Mnoked together on terms of ahnost equality. 

I beg the reader’s pardon if 1 here digress for a 
moment- After Stolypiit \vc had a well-meaning states- 
man as Prime Minister in Kokovtsov, who endeavoured 
10 I’oliovv th(‘ same lines as ul- niastcr, lie was a talented 
and eloquent man, ’sv'lvom T often met, and who at first 
imprcsso<l llie Tsar by bis nrystalUsed reports. But 
iCmperor and Prime jMiiUHsler iiacl iiu personal allraclion 
towards each other, as they shcmld have if an (unpire is 
to progress. Nicholas never ga>.e him his <xndidcnce. 

Perhaps f may be permilied to re. veal Ikmv a scene 
historic in the history the Empire, brnng pn‘senl withmy 
master Rasputin in the 1'sar’s pri\.'ile. cnbinc't. Il was a 
very curious hwident, and re.vealcd much concerning the 
attitude of Ni<'h*>las towards tlit^ nation. 

Kokovtsov, who had allowed Akiinoff to h(‘ present — 
the latter, I bolleve, in eager aiitiripatiou of a triumph — - 
read to tihe Empemr his new projert b>r -enlarging the 
Government monopoly system for ihi* sale of vodka. This 
would have greatly increasexl the (h'^vernment’s exchequer, 
but would inevitably h<vvr ruined the people. 

In the rcM>m Rasputin .sat in his black robe and his 
big jcweBcd cr<>ss suspended by its chant, while J stood 
beside him. 

The Emperor, with a dgar^tti'. hi hts mmith, sat in a 
big arm-ciiair at hi.s desk, tracing circles and squares 
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upon 'a sheet oi paper, his luibll ulien distrarled. Wiw 
and then he scratched his head. lie was atieiitiv\' to tiie 
report, still drawing his circles, hut making no romttienl. 
except that his lips relaxed in a faint sniiio. 

Suddenly he turned tp Rasputin and asked ; Wk'll, 
Father, what do you understand in all tills? ” 

Kokovtsov ceased reading his prt»ject, and stood in 
wonder. Not a single item of the project had boc'n criti- 
cised, no comment had been <;ffcred, therefore Ills ICx- 
ccllency naturally believed that his efforts were rc('ei\’ing 
approbation. Rasputin was silent. 

Suddenly the Tsar rose from his chair with a sigh of 
weariness,^ and slowly selected a fresh cigarette from the 
big golden box upon his writing-table. Then he sho<>k 
hands with Kokovtsov as a sign that the audience vva.s 
at an end, and said ; 

‘‘Really, iny dear Excellency, 1 do not agree with 3 'our 
project at alL It is all utter rubbish, and will only lead 
the, Empire into further diHL-ulties. Surd} hiis 

sullicient alcohol ! 

I watched the scene with %vIde-open eyes. 

Poor Kokovtsov, so w'ell meaning, bow'cel in assent 
and crumpled upd 3 efore the Tsar of all the Russian. I'hc 
blow was quite unexpected. When T left the Empeu'or’s 
presence with Rasputin, the ]a*it('r said : 

“ Well, my dear Feodor. The day of Kokovtsov Is 
ended- One may be thankful for it, Ijecaiisc it will mean 
less friclK'jn between the Emperor and the Empre-ss." 

Three days later TIis Tvlajesty dismissed his ib*ime 
Minister, but ga\'e him the title of Count, llti ha(l no 
son, therefore the distinction was a mere empty one. 

With this digression, for whii'h f hof)e I inny be 
pardoned, I will return to Slolypin. I'hr rnysi^ ry oj his 
assassination has always been carefully Imshed-up by the 
Secret Police, but I here intend to lift tin* \ril, :»tu1, ai 
the risk of producing certain damning evi<Icnr(\ disclose 
the whole of the amazing and dristaidly plot. 

Few people know of it. Rasputin knew it, I know 
it, the Emprcs.s knows it, and a cx*rialn unman ii^ ing in 
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seclusion in Lwnclon to-c1;iv knows ir. l>ui to the world 
the Irulli* which I here write will, I venture to believe, 
conic as a great surprise. 

The cry “ Land and Liberty was being heard on every 
hand in ‘the ivmpire. Peter Arkatlieviteli St{>lypin, son 
of an aide-de-camp gimeral ol Alexander II., was in tlie 
zenith oi his popularity. He had become a vi'i'nicnlcJiik, 
the tra<litional appellation appliejl to the favourite of tlie 
Kmperor, and as such he loomed largely in the eyes of 
h'urope. He had enteietl the public service as a youth, 
and had later on become governor ol the provinc-e of 
Samara, where he had attrac:l(‘d tlvt* notice <jf Coaint Wilt-i 
because of the drastic u-ay in which he hod suppressed 
some serious riots there. In due course he was called to 
Ih'irograd, where he was introduced to the Lmperor, and 
l:itt‘r ou«the mantle of Count Witte had fallen upon liim. 

Though in high favour with the lirnperor he was clever 
enc>ug*h to <'ourl the good graces ()f Rasputin, knowing* 
full well what supreiiKi intluencc he. w ieklcd over the 
Imperial ooujile. h'or that reason I In'quently had con- 
versation vvhh him lioth at Ck>urt and at the i^iltavskaya. 
He w'as a man oi complex nature. A liidy-killer of tie* 
most elegant tyjic, relined and -dett^r mined, yet lurlcing 
in the conUM's of his nature was a tyrannical trait and a 
har<iness of heart. 

In vSamara he had disliuguislied himself by various in- 
jiisticc.s to the * population, and hundi't'ds of innocent 
persons had, bet^ause they had been denounced by the 
agcn1.s-t^yoToc(itcrirs of llic secret Ir-cu sent to 

]>rison or to Siberia by administrative order. At firsi 
there was a rivalrv ])etxviH-n liim and lienerril 'lyepoff in 
the Tsar’s good gr.'Hvs, but Trepoff died, ](;neing Siolypiu 
master of the situation. 

Hiough Rasputin behaicd graciously lowards him 
and often dined at his tabic, he was in .serret bis enemy. 
So cleverly did the monk form and carry out his plot 
lhat to the lust he never belieA'e<I but that liic holy man, 
who prayed so hnwently for Ins siunr^ss in the guidance 
of Russia, was iiis uiost devoted friend. 
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lilany crimes have been oummiUcfi in beneath 

the shadow of the Black Wings, but perhaps ntmt: nit)re. 
ing-enious than the one under notice. 

The first I knew of the deep conspiracy wa^ in llv: 
spring* of 191 x> by the visit one. night to Rasputin's liouse 
in the Poltavskaya of a tall, fair-haired man named ILndt, 
whom I knew as a frequent visitor to tlic monk. Jle was 
a merchant in Potrograd and a man of oonsideraldc nu-an^, 
but, as I afterwards discovered, was an agent of Pots< 3 am 
specially sent to Russia as the secret factotum of the 
Tsaritza. He was ever at her beck and call, and was the in- 
strument by which she exchanged confidential corre- 
spondence vvitli the Kaiser and other persons in (ifrmany. 

On tliat evening* when Hard! called quite balf-a-do/on 
of the sister-disciples were taking tea with the saint and 
gossiping, for each Thursday he would hold informal re- 
ceptions, and with horrible blasphemy bestow upon the 
society women who attended his accursed blessing. The 
ladies there on that night were all of the m-osl cKclusivf.* 
circle in Petrograd. 

On Hardt’s arrival the reception was cut ♦short after 
he had whispered some W'ords to the Starcts, who made 
excuse that he had to Jeave to return to the palace. 

Indeed, he went to the telephone at the fartluT t*nd 
of the room and held a conversation with the I'suritza's 
confidante, Mademoiselle Kamensky, None knew, how- 
ever, that that private telephone by which the cimrlatan 
so impressed his visitors was merely a fake one, its 
v/ires not extending taither than the end of thi^ garden. 

Grichka sometimes when alone rehearsed tliosc con- 
versations, unlil he succeeded in producing a jKTfcct series 
of answers v hich would strike the hear(*r as a nioU 
intiniatc conversation concerning cither l^nperor or 
Kmpress. 

From the chatter upon the. mock telephcnc the 
assembly concluded that his presence was required at the 
palace immediately, therefore they rose and retired, It^av^ 
ing the mysterious Hnrdt alone with us. 

Instead of going to Tsar^ikoe-Selo we retired to the 
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saint’s little den, where vve opened a bottle of champagne, 
of which we all three drank. 

Well, my friend Hardl?” asked the monk, flinging 
himself carelessly into his easy chair and unhutloiiing his 
long black coat for comfort. “ What has happened? 
You can, as. you know, speak before our faithful Feodor,'’ 
he added. 

“I have wailing outside a young woman whom I want 
you to see,” replied the (lerman agent. 

Does she wisli to enter our circle? ” inquired the 
monk, adding with Ids usual avariciousness - ‘‘Has she 
money? ’* 

“No — neither,” was Hardt’s reply. ‘‘She does not 
want to become one of your disciples; indeed, the less 
you say on that matt<‘r lh(‘ l>ettcr!” 

“'riie.n why should I tr<>uble to s<‘e her?” 

“I will tell you all after y(ni have chatted with her. May 
hV'odor invite her in?' She i.s sitting* in a droshky outside.” 

“If you wish,” growled Rasptilin. “But why all this 
mystery? I hav-e mu<di to do. f am due at Countess 
Ignatieff’s — and am already late.” 

“Remain patient, I heg of you, j^'ather,” urged the 
(ierman suavely. I am acting ii]>on instriu'lions — from 
dumber Seventy.” 

“From Number Seventy!” ecboecl the monk, In- 
stantly n^alising tliat Ifardt, an agent the CcTman 
SetTet Survi(v, was carrying out some well-ronci'aled an<l 
ingenious projt'ct. “ \'ery well,” he said. “I rely U]>on 
YOU not to delay me long’er than necessary, heudor,” he 
adde<l, turning to me \s'ith that lofty air whh'b his low 
mujik mind sometimes (’or>ccivt‘d to b(^ superiority, “go 
and fuKl this myslori<His vonng ])tM'son.” 

A f<wv inltiutes InitM* I <'ondu('t<al inlo tin* saint's 
sence a <l:ii"kdKdred, e>:tr<‘mely hnndsomi' young woman 
of abfjut thirty, who s[>oke with (Minsideni]>le reljnement. 
and wh()st‘ Pirrival mystified me greatly. 

Hardt intrexhu'ed her to the holy man, saying: 

“This is MadcmoiselK^ Vera Hallz, of Stavropol, a 
friend of His F?t<'ellen<'y FeliT Slt>lypit\,’' 



eo the minister of evil 

"^Ah! \V<ilcomc-, my dear machmiolselle/' <‘\'elaime<l 
tlic monk affably. ‘\So ytm are a friend of lli.s. KxceU 
Icncy — -whca he was Governor of Samara, I suppose?" 

“Yes. I have come here Ixx'ause I crave your assist- 
ailcc^ IVfonsieur Hard! knows all the circumstance's, and 
will explain/’ 

The saint turned to the fair-haired man seated oppo- 
site him, Mademoiselle Baltz having- been given an easy- 
chair dose by Kasputinhs table. It. was a writing-table, 
but the wscounclrd never wrote. Sound iin<‘s he pretended 
to do so, but the truth was that it was a long and painful 
procedure with him. He })reforrcd to s<Taw‘l his initials 
ao any typewritten letter which I prepared. 

“The explanation is bridly this, Father,” said Manh 
in his businesslike way. ” Mademoisdh' has bet'o th(' 
dupe of His Excellency, who, while Ciovernor, often went 
to Stavropol, where he stayed at an hotel under another 
name. Mademoiselle never knew his identity until a year 
ago, when she saw his photograph hi the papers as Prime 
Minister. She never knew that be was mar ried" -though 
I have here a letter in which he proposes marriage to 
’her.” 

And he produced from his pocket a note, hearing the 
heading of the Ccntralnaya Hotel at Samara, which 
Rasputin read through. 

‘'Well?” asked the Starcts, blowing- a cloud of 
cigarette smoke from his bearded lips. 

‘^Mademoiselle is anxious to meet His lixcdlency/’ 

“Ah! 1 see,” exclaimed the monk, whose mind at 
once turned to blackmail, a cour.sc which he himself was 
actively pursuing- “ Madcmois<dIe wisht^s for money — 
eh?” 

‘‘No, Father,” replied the young woman stoutly. “Not 
money — only justice! I’eter Stolypin mishcl me, as you 
sec according to his letter. I am hut one of his many 
victims, and I desire to expose him.” 

“H’m!” grunted Rasputin, who, having asot'rtatncr} 
that no monetary consideration was forthcoming, wiks 
not particularly interested in the affair. He never did 
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anything' without reward. Those who could pay him well 
obtained through his influence at Court high ofiice and 
big emoluments. Within my own knowledge in at least 
twenty cases he was already receiving heavy percentages 
upon the salaries, including those of two bishops and 
three under-seerctark's, who had been dug- out from no- 
where and pitchforked into ofhcc by him. 

liy his inllucnce with Nicholas the rascal ruled Russia 
witli a relentless recklessness unparalleled in all history. 

** -Madcmioiselle has alrca<ly had audience of Her 
Majesty, who has sent her here to interview you/’ Hardt 
explained. 1 am placing her case in the hands of our 
friend Altschiller.” 

The latter was a well-known lawyer, who, by the way, 
was afterwards ])roved to be a spy of Austria. 

*'\Vhat do you desire of me, my dear young lady?” 
aski'd Rasputin in the paternal manner he so often 
asstnned towards the fair sex who- hung about the hem of 
his ragged robe, and knelt so constantly before him for 
ihis blessing. 

h'ather, are all-powerful in Russia,” replied 
Vera Raltz.^ ‘‘Her Majesty told me that you would help 
me to- -to cl(‘slroy ‘Stolypin,” she said with a li'ercc ex- 
pression in her black eyes. 

kas])Ulin exchanged glances with the secret agent of 
Ikdsdain who, 1 knew*, did .so much dirty work on the 
J'.mjire.ss’s belialf* 

“What Her Majesty desires, 1 am here to obey,” was 
the monk’s quiet response. “1 pray that no injustice be 
done,” th-e blasphemer added, piously crossing himsiclf, 

“ Inju.stice ! ” cried the girl angrily, “He deceived 
me, and left me t<v starve when he rccc'ivTd his advance- 
ment and came hero to Felrogratl. He becaiTwi the Tsar’s 
favourite because of his cruel and harsh treatment of our 
poor pcf^le of Samara, and has climbed to office over the 
bodies of those shot down in the streets at his orders^ 
Injustice I There is a.ssurcdly no inju.sticc to drag the 
ghastly truth concerning him into, the light of day.” 

•‘Not at all I 1 quite agree,” said Rasputin, rising 



62 


THE MINISTER OF EVIL 


and sliaklri" her hand-. ** W»u can tell your law yer.f nun 
that }OU ha\*c tny ns^istance% 1)Ut in strh'tesl seerecy, oC 
course. Not a :>oul know of it, reuRunhiT ! ” he 

added, Icokint; sirai.^hi at her with that strani^'e ]i\pn-i)lie 
glance of his, a gaze beneath which she (|ui\<;r<‘d \i.sjbly, 
'' i shall remain .silent/’ ‘be 'pronu.sed. 

“if the truth leaks <uil (hat you ha\<‘ s(*en either Her 
Majci'jty or myscli, then I .‘-hari instantly l>eeorne >oiir 
cueiny, an.d not Vvuir frieiul/’ th.e monk deelart'd. 

“Only Monsieur Mardt knows,” tin; girl said. “It 
was he w-hvj took rnc to Petorhof/’ 

“You may rely upon tlie siUuv'e of i*olh ni\ irieucN,’' 
Rasputin assured her, amd a moment later i I'omimned 
her down St ail s and out inio« the .str'i.et. 

When I rotanu‘d to wliere Rasputin w:is still sealed 
\elih his visitor, the latter was, 1 found, making explana- 
tion how lie hafi, afier auisiderahle dinirulty, traced the 
woman BalU at tlic ICnipress’.s orders arid takca; lier lo 
tiie Padar.t\ hrst, howe\'et , prompting lier to seek levouge 
upon the Prime Minister. 

cannot understand it at all,” Ilarrlt added. 

“I do. Cannot yf)u set‘ that Stolypin is violently anli- 
Gcrninn and openly disapproves of the Oennair»]>hik'. 
parly at Court?” 

“Hut he is closeted daily w’itli the hhnpt^ror, I uiuha- 
stand. And the Kinpres.v gaants liim trujiieni auuiiauvs.’' 

“Because slat is cjideavouring to ascertain litc true, 
extent of Ills Kxccllcncyks kiunvledge of htr own <iealings 
with our friends in Jkudin/' was the monk’s tcply. 
pretend? lo be most gracious lo him, yet slic is\listln<-{3y 
antagonistic, more from fear than anything eLs'C. 'I'o-day 

be is a favourite at Court, to-morrow ” 

And Grichka made a wide sweep with :)is dirty 
knotted hand w-ithout concliuling hi.s sentence. 

“Kas Her Majesty .spcdccn to you com-erning her fears 
that Stolypin has discovered something?^" 'ri<kecJ the 
man Ilrirdl eagerly. 

''['he monl: crinned meaningly. 

“Her Majesty is taking prccaulicms,” Ite replied 
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evasivel;^’. Possibly wStolypin has discovered the reason 
you travelled to Berlin a month a^o. I have an idea that 
^OLi were watched by the Okhrana/' 

“Do you really think so?’' j^asped the German in 
quick apprehension. “ Why do you suspect ? ” 

“From something whispered to me a week ag'O.*' 

‘'Then Siolypin may know that Alexandra Feodorovna 
is behind the iraitorctus dealin^-s of Colonel Miassoyedeff 
on the frontier -eh ? ” 

Rasputin, liis eyes fixed upon his visitor, sknvly nodded 
in the allirmraive. 

“Fhat means ruin — perhaps imprisonment for me!"’ 
Hard! ^msped, his I’fu'e pale and anxious. 

“1 might say the same thing,” remarked the saint, 
stroking his long, untriinmed beard. “But 1 do not. We 
are both stivmg enough to resist all attacks. Any siis- 
pieion against .Miass<A edeff mast be removed. I will see 
ihar the I'.mperur ])roniole.s him t(;-morrow. Our one 
stumbling-block is Peter Siolypin.” 

“One that, I take it, must be removed?” 

“ Ves — at Jill ('osls. That is why the Empress has 
sought out thi.s woman Baltz, who, if my estimate of her 
sex is correct, is a wild firebrand.” 

“She certainly is viciously vindictive.” 

“One thing is certain, our friend Stolypin has no idea 
that he is seated on the edge of a volcano,” remarked the 
monk, “He lives extremely happily with his wife and 
children in that beautiful villa over on the Islands of th-o 
Apothecaries, ;ind has no suspicion of the coming storm. 
I promised his wife to go to her .salc>n to-morrow night.” 

“ And will YOU go? ” 

“Of course, 'niere must be no suspicion. Arc we 
not, all of us, his ]H‘st friends? ” asked the monk, grinning 
evilly. 

“I am returning’ to Berlin by wjty of Stockholm on 
Thursday,” Hardt said, for he gave as the reason for his 
frequent visits to (iennany and Scandinavia that he bought 
U*alhcr in those countries. “Have you anything to 
report ? ” 
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‘‘ Vcs. One or two replied the Stari^ts, who 

ordered me to write at his dicta lioin as i'ollow's : • 

Memoranuhm. 

“From Gregorv io Nu^^Bl•■:R Seventy. 

“Have a-cted upon your instruc tiun-^ re4.;nrdln^ the 
Kahovsky aflair. Some important conespondenro \va> ^iuzed 
by the police at his arrest, and for two days muUers loukt-fl 
extremely unpromising. 1 paid T. twenty thousand ioul>h“^ 
to close his lips, and induced the Kmperor to rt*it‘:i*'(' 
Kahovsky and restore his papeis. I stigL,M*sL that he 
be recalled from Russia and sent 1<> Loinlon, wlierr, beii'; 
unknown, he rnig-ht be extremely u^eful to y«>u, 

“Madame Zlohinc at the Adion Hotel in }'<jur oily. 
She has quarrelled uiih the General, and stria \vat’«'h should 
be kept upon her. She has been heard to express very 
decided views a^^aiiist Her Majesty. It may be f/)inul that 
she is in communication with j. if dt is'in tlio inrerc-^i.s 
of Stolypin's anti- German cumlpaign ! 

“ Hardt will explain verbally the po.sition of tii<‘ hater, 
and the discovery of the woman Balu. hlennuhitc llis 
Kx'cellcncy is unsuspicious that we lare aware of his hosiil(‘ 
intentions towards us. 

“Please do me the favour to assure His Majesty the 
.F-inpcror of my continued olTorts in the -service of .-Mexandra 
Feodorovna, even though matters are daily growing more* 
complicated. Anna [Madame Vyrubova], moreover, rtu>r(‘ 
difficult to please. 

“'Bot'h KSturmer and Protopopoif are under my pnjtc'tion, 
and I have already contrivoii to advahro them. Kok-in't’^ov 
is growing- in favour and will be a hn’ce to be reckon. ‘d with 
in the immediate future. I'r^e MiJa>.-,oyedolf, from \<)ur ^idc, 
to exercise the greatest caul inn. There are whispois, but 1 
have endeavoured to stifle them by contriving his advance- 
ment through the Emperor, who yekerday decorated him. 

“The imperial pair wdl shortly visit the DanUh and 
Swedish Court.s, and probably go for a cruise, in Norwegian 
waters, though there is, a.s yet, no announcement. 

“I am still working upon the project you set out wium 
wc met in Hclsingfor.s two inonfh.s ago regarding the rcdiir- 
tion and weakening of the army. 1 have alivady initiated 
the matter through ladies whu-c ’husbands are in the Ministry 
of \Var. It will moan the expenditure of a considerable sum 
of your money, but 1 know it will be a mere bagMelle if vour 
object is accomplished. 

“I have to acknowledge a parment of one hundred 
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thcjusancl roubles -into the Azof Bank from an nnknoxvn 
.‘source. Please remember ihat S. in Paris and J. in Rome 
arc mnk’n^ big claims upon me,, and that next montjh J mnst 
receive n similar sum. 

** Maidt ha? told me that mailers arc progressing well at 
Carlton House Terrace, and also in Paris. Of that I am glad 
to hear. Let our next meeting 'be at the Phoenix Hotel in 
Abo, xvhere I am unknown, and which yon can reach xvuhout 
mnire. At present i dare not 'leave Russia, as Her Majesty 
will not hear of it, 

'' It would be as well lo make the next jmtmtml through 
the Akticbank in Abu. They would not suspe.cL. 

Do not fail to impress upon both Sukhoinbnolf and 
MiassoyedclF the necessity for the utin<»st caution. Till we 
meetC' 

When 1 find t_Yp<‘d this at his du'talion I handed it to 
him, and be managed painlully to append his illiterate 
signal lire, 

1 hen I placed the sheets in an <‘nvolope and gave them 
to llaicll to (.‘onvey in secret to the headquarters of the 
German Secret Servit'c in the K<)niggrat;<crstrassc in 
Berlin. 

“And, friend ITardl,’’ Rasputin said, ns the Kaiserbs 
emissary placed the letter carefully in Ids wallet, “phrase 
impress u])i)n Nunilier Seventy what 1 have said about 
inoney. iVll this eo.sts much. Tell him that sometuTics 
'then inordinate demands are made upon me — as you 
know they are o-fieil* are — T have to use iny own funds 
in order lo satisfy llumi. Smith in T-<»ndon receives un- 
limited fimds through the IXaitsohe Bn-nk, I know, so 
please tell our friend from me that I expert similar treat- 
ment In future.’’ 

The Starets was on<! (jf tlte most far-seeing and mer- 
cenary s<‘oundrels. He ha<l acc'ounts in different names 
in half-a-d<)z:en banks in PeLrograd and Moscow, into 
\vhi<'h lie constantly made paymenis as the rt*sult <if his 
widCsSpread campaign of espionage and the, blackmailing 
of silly women who trll beneath his uncanny sjadh 

Wdien tlardt had hTl, the saint opened another bottle 
of <‘hampagnc and drank it all from a tumbler, .afterwards 
con.suming half a bolllc of brandy. I was busy with three 
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days’ accumulation of Ictlers^ and did not notice- it. until, an 
hour later, I found him dead asleep on the floor of tlv- 
dining-room — a pretty spectacle if presented to the mih 
lions of our patriotic Russians who believed in the 'Tsar 
as their ‘‘Father'* and in the divinity of the ‘*hol} man" 
who directed the Empire’s affairs. 

The saint lilled me with Increasing disgust, yet 1 ct^ti- 
fess I had become fascinated by the widespread atid 
desperate conspiracies which he either engineered hiiti- 
sclf or of which he pulled the most Imjjortant string.s. 

In the plot against Stolypin, though nom* dreamed ^)^ 

I it, he had l^cen the most active agent. Stolypin, a purel\ 
honest and loyal Russian, who, on taking olVice as IVinu^ 
Minister, was actuated by a firm determination io do hi.s 
lc\'el best for the Empire, was an unwanted statesman. 
He was too honest, and, therefore, dangerous to tlv' 
Court camarilla set up and paid by Potsdam. 

As the. days pa.ssed the monk frequently referred to 
him as a thorn in the side of the Empress. 

“The fellow must be got rid olT ! ” he declared to wr 
more than once. “He suspects a lot, and he knows too 
much. He is dangerous to us, lu'odor — very dangercuis ! ’’ j 

One night, when wc were together in his rcKjm at 
Tsarskoe-Selo, after he had been dining* cn famillo with 
the Imperial family, he rcmaj*ked : 

“Things arc going well, I saw J.hc lawyer Ahschiller 
fo-day. All is prepared for the coup against wStolyjMn, 
who is still ignorant that Vera BalU is in Petrograd." 

I knew^ Ailschilkr, who often called at the. Poltavskaya. 
He was a close friend of Monsieur Raeff, whom Rasputin, 
when all-pow.'iirful a little later on, actually appointed as 
Procurator the Holy Synod, having placed the appoint- 
ment upon the Emperor *s desk to sig»r ! 

The law case was, however, delayed- llardU was on 
one of his frequent absences~in Ciennany, no doubt and 
matters did not move so rapidly as to satisfy the Empn*>>. 
The whole plot to keep the Prime Minister in tht^. 
dark until the moment when the skeleton of his paett* 
should he dragged from its cupboard. 
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' As jjnnounccd by Rasputin, the Emperor and Empress 
had visiU'd Demnark and Norway on Ixjarcl the SUnidart, 
and werC‘. back again at F^eterhof, when one day Rasputin 
received his friend Boiis SUirmer, the bureaucrat, at that 
lime struggling strenuou'^ly for advancement. In the 
monk's dcu Sturmer, chatting alioiu Stolypin and the vin- 
dictive woman who- had come to Ectrugrad to destroy 
him — for he was one of the paid servants <jf Potsdam, and 
in consequence knew most of the sccreLs- -said ; 

“ Have, you, J'''ather, ever met a Jew named Bagrov? ” 
“Never to my knowledge. Why?” 

“Because I know irom my irieiid \'tmikoff, one of iho 
assistanl-dirtietors ol Seend Police, that the man, a di^-.- 
charged afreut-proiujcutimr and inccMist^d at the way he has 
been treat(‘d by vSloIypin, has joined foa'cs with sonx* 
mysterious young woman named Baltx. 'I'licre Is a 
whisper tliat ])etween them they are (‘itginecring a plot to 
assassinate the Prime Ministei I ” 

Rasputin’s strange eyes met: mine. Both ol us know 
more than this struggling s\('ophaiit. 

“Bagrov?” the saint repeated. “Who is he?'* 

“Oh I A fellow who was- assistant to Azrff in some 
disgract*ful matters in Warsaw — an 

who liveti afterwards for some timi* in Paris and on tln' 
RtvitTa, He attributes his downfall to Stolypin, and 
hence is most bitter against him. He has, T hear, fallen 
in •love with the woman lhalt/', who hails from Samara.” 
“ ? ” asked the saint. 

“ Well ? - nothing,'’ laiighetl the man with thc^ g(»at- 
lieard. “I simj)ly tell you what 1 kmnv. There is a 
plot — thatS.s all! Ami as far as I can clis('ern the swifter 
Stolypin leaves the. Court, the c‘asic‘r it will he for Her 
IMajesty and ourselves* - eh? While Stolv])in is <lraily with 
the Ivmperor there is hcnnly danger for us.” 

“In that I eertainly agree,” cle^dared Ra'^putin. “We 
must be \vatehfnl-“V(*ry watclilul.” 

We remriiiucl alert - all of us, 'That same night Ras- 
putin inform(‘d the, h'mpress of the secret plot of the 
idack-haired W'ra and her lover Ih'igrov, 
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The Court left for the Crimea next day, and Rasputin 
travelled with the Imperial family, Sloiypin, in i^'porance 
of what w-as in progreSvS, was of the party, I berng left 
in Petrograd to follow three days later. 

On arrival at Kiev, where the Kniperor had arranged 
to review the troops, a gala performunre was held in the. 
theatre that night. Opposite the Imperial bt)x sal. Stoly- 
pin, with two other high oiHdals of the Court, wht*n, 
during the entr’acte, a man dashed in, and in full view of 
the Kmperor and Empress bred a rovolvt^r at ib’inv* 
Minister. 

The confusion this caused was terrible. Her Majestv 
fainted and was dragged out of the box hy MademoisoIP* 
Kamensky, while tlie Tsar swiftly jumped to hi.*^ feet and 
regarded the scene ca.lmly. 

“I’m done!” gasped the patriotic and honest St<>l>- 
pin, as those present seisied the assassin, who w’as none, 
other than the cK-ap^ent-provocaieur Bagrov. 

Six hours later the Prime: Minister breathetl his last, 
a victim of the Empre.ss and her Potsdam camarilla, while 
Vera Baltz fled to Switzerland* « 

Rasputin afterwards told me that he urged the Court 
to leave Kiev at once, adding : 

“It WHS' far best for Alix and Nicholas to pretend 
horror of the Irngedy than to offer condolences." 

And so ended another chapter of RtissuEs underground 
history, 


CHAPTER V 

THE J>OWER BEHINU THE THRONE 

The murder of Stolypin, though unsuspected by fhe 
chancelleries of fturope, w'as, .as I lia\‘c explained, the 
work of the Hidden Hand of Cermany. Stolypin had 
suspected the true state of affairs at the Russian Court, 
therefore the success of Germany in the coming w-ar dc- 
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)X‘ndcd Upon closing’ his mouth ; so Potsdam, using the 
tTotic flionk Rasputin as its caLspaw, effected a coup 
which had, alas I sad result tO' Hoh^ Russia. 

Stolypin was but one of many persons of both sexes 
vho, because they knew too much of Germany's secret 
propaganda in Russia, fell victims in those constant con- 
spiracies whereby they were swept cither into the net of 
the corrupt police or into their graves. 

As servant of the head of Russia’s “ Dark Forces” — 
as Rasputin and Protopop<3ff werc^ alterwards denounced 
in the Duma — 1 was compelled to he over at the saint’s 
elbow ; hence I saw and h(‘ard much that was astounding. 

One night, a few months after Stolypin’s assassina- 
tion, we had been bidden to dinner l)y the great Polish 
landowner Ivan Volkhovski, who had a beautiful villa 
outside Petrograd. Tlierc 1 met a smart, middle-aged 
Russian ollicer, who, over our champagne, declared tO' me 
that things were growing critical in Europe over the 
Balkan question, Iml that France and Russia were united 
against any attack that Germany might secretly engineer. 

'“Then you think that war is really coming?” 1 asked 
him in surprise. 

‘'Think! ” he echoed, arc a cosmopolitan, 

surely! Don’t you know? Are you really blind?” 

‘'Well, 1 am bliiui politically,” I replied with a wink, 
I see that on all sides people are getting rich quickly 
and njc<‘lving Ironmongery — as I call the tin dc^corallons 
from the Sovereign — as reward for closing their eyes to 
tht‘ true facts.” 

“Ah! f see that you are quite wideawake, my dear 
Rajevsk'i,” said the otHcer, whose name was Cohuicl 
Dubassoff. “ Our friends here in I^drograd will continue 
jO remain asleep, for they have every incentive, thanks 
to the great j>rO“German propaganda and the generous 
distribution (h*rman g<dd. To-day our enemies in 
Berlin have their hands (»ulstrctched and clutching upon 
Paris, New Vork, Rome and London, just as they have 
here in I'etn^grad. W'ar must come — depend upon It. 
I’he English f-ord Roberts has forecast it. He knows ! ” 
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*‘Thcn you believe that Germany is at work actively 
arii'iing- in preparation for war? ” # 

“Most cerlainly 1 do/’ icplied the colonel. * “Only 
a month ago 1 was In London and afterwards In Paris. 
In London the authorities arc not so entirely asle<*p ls 
wc are in Russia.” 

Suddenly, as he spoke, T noticed that Rasputin, who 
was in whispered conversation with Bishop I'heophanus, 
a fellow-guest, had been listening very attentively. 

Two hours latcT, when I returned home with Rasputin, 
he ordered me 1o sit down and writ(i a note, whi('h the 
scoundrel dictated as follows : 

“ Please liiiton to N.N. C'olonid Paul of the 

Pr6‘)brajcusky Rej|iment, -has expressed in my presenre to- 
night disloyally to the Soviircign, lantl h(‘ i< a serloiw tianger 
to the State, lie should be suppresv,od.'' 

To this lie the monk scrawled his initials, and next 
morning the letter was sent to the Chief of the Secret 
Police. A'Mthin twelve hours the unfortunate coloncd who 
had dared to pronourice his opitiion concerning (jermany’s 
activities w’as already lodg^ed in the fortress of Peter 
and Jhaul, where, I believe, he remained until the Revolu- 
tion of 1917. 

At that moment, however, the German pr()j)aganda in 
Russia found itself in an extremely critical state. By 
Stolypin's murder a netv difliculty had arisen. All the 
colleagues of the late Prime Minister believed thcms<dv<-s 
entitled to become his successor, and as each had his own 
particular circle of friends, each naturally pulled all the 
political w'ires possible. Intrigues arose on every hand, 
and though everybody realisc*d the personal dang(‘r of 
anybody appointed to the dead man’s position, yet ambi- 
tion was apparent everywhere. 

The Empress, who had now returned from her fateful 
journey to the Crimea, was in daily consultation with 
the monk, it being thedr intention to obtain the appoint- 
ment of some hard-uj) Afinister who, Ijy ]>cing well paid 
with German gold, would remain inert and keep his 
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mouth closed regarding the world-plot in progress- 
ik'ing at Tsarskoc-wSelo, and conducting the Starets’s cor- 
respondence, I know how deep was the intrigue to keep 
out and discredit tlie Minister of hinanco, Vladimir 
:\'icholaievilch Kokovtsov, who was known to be the only 
s.rong man who could succeed Stolypin, 

'The whole machinery of the pro-Cierman propaganda 
had been set to work from Herlin to prevent the mantle 
of Stolypin falling upon Kokovtsov. oite afternoon, 

while 1 sat writing at Rasputin's dictation in his elegant 
sitting-room in the palace of Tsarskoe-Selo, the Empress^ 
wlu) was dressed ready to go foi h<T daily drive, burst 
angrily in, saying : 

“Nikki has just appt>inted that hateful money-grubber 
Kokovtsov ! 1 tried all i could to prevent it, Father, 

iiut i have failed ! 

Rasputin smiled at lier words, and with that sinister 
calmness that characttTised him in moments of chagrin, 
he replied : 

Pray do not distress thyself, () lady! Kokovtsov 
u'ill assuredly not be long in o(no<‘ when the hand of 
(iregory is lifted against himJ' 

“ fie must not remain long. He may get to know loo 
much, as others have done, in Berlin l\is appointment 
will give the greatest offence,” she said. 

I will ask the Almighty 's intercession, for I sec, 
O lady, that thou art nervous and unstrung. Compose 
thyselb I beg of thee. All will be u ell,” and the “liculer ” 
crossed himself piously. 

Truly, the condition of our dear land was in parlous 
stale* A vogue for asceticism had sprung up, just as 
other vogues have become popular in other European 
count I les- 

As head of this t'ircle of ascetic followers the monk 
had, with the connivance of Hadmayev the herbalist, in- 
vented an expedient to deaden the. flesh so as to render it 
benumbed as witli cocaine. Hundreds of weak-minded 
women wa»re fltx'king alxait him. Some of them w*cfe 
W'ives and daughters of the wealthy manufacturing class. 
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but most were of the hig'h aristocracy, wlio all regardeJ 
my employer as the Saviour of Russia, sent by ILeavt*u to 
reform and deliver the “Holy” land from Ih.c toils of 
unrest and desolation. 

We Russians arc always idealists. That is our curse. 
Our religion is, unfortunately, an obsession, for any 
drunken scoundrel can become, a “holy man” by simply 
making such declaration, and ever aftcr^vards “spong- 
ing ” upon his neighbours. Rasputin was but an example 
of this. 

After all, it was but natural that, with the be\y of 
female devotees ever at his knees, lu‘ should attrae' the 
gossip of the scandalmongers. Much, indeed, of what 
rhey said was true, for I happen to know, that piu'sonally. 

Rut on that day at l\sarskoe-SeU> P/noted the Km- 
prcs.s’s agitation that Kokovtsov had been appointetl, 
and began to .suspeet that the camarilla woultl take drastic 
action in order to clelcat him. Indeed, when the Kmpress 
had left the room, Rasputin grew thoughtful in turn, and 
stroked his unkempt beard as he ]>a(atd the flo(jr, saying : 

‘'Ah, F6odor ! We must crush this jackanapes. 1 
must s<‘e what we (*an do.” 

Weeks went by. The usual nu*<‘tiijgs of the mrmk’s 
“ sistcr-disciplcs ” were held at the house in the Jh>ltav- 
skaya, and often in the presence of a stranger (a* a h-male 
novice about to be aclmittt*d to the cult lie pretended to 
speak to Alexandra i'eodorovnn over Ids mo('k ielcf)honf;. 

Ever} action of the monk was lliat (jf an armgraU 
and erotic swindler, llis irittOHgencc v ns, however, ex- 
tremely perceptive, and he was not wanting in lim-s.se of 
the mujik order, coinhiiu'd with a scns(‘ of forLslght that 
was utterly amazing. Tliese, with his suave manrur, hls 
affectation of <I('epest piety, and his wondto-fiil fascination 
over women of every age and every edass, had now 
brought him to the position of tlie power hehiiui the 
Throne. v 

lie aln‘ady ruled Russia, 'i'sar and "I'sarifza were lus 
puppets, so cleverly did he play hi.s (‘ards, yel as he fre- 
quently remarked to me in the weeks that followed : 
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‘‘Kokovtsov is- agninst me. We are enemies. He 
must gck” 

1 knew that if the iVcmier had an onenty in Gricbka, 
llvn the slatesman was doomed. 

Now, the plot which Rasputin formed ag'ainst the 
nev Prime Minister was an extremely clever and subile 
one. 

While it was being- carried out I often met Vladimir 
Xicholaievitch, who was riaturally compelled to curry 
favour with the l''ather, and conscqTiently sometimes 
visited him even against his inclinaiion, no doubt. He 
was a long-, ratlicr narrow-faced, bearded man, with a 
pair of deep-set eyes and a secietivc air, subtle by tem- 
peraraent, and keenly alive to his own interests as well 
as those of the Rmpire. 

His one sin in the e\es of Alexandra Feodorovna was 
that he hated Germany. 

“He once lost money in a German financial concern,” 
Rasputin declared to me one day with a laiigli. “That is 
why he cannot bear the GtTmaiis.” 

The Premier, risen from- the middle-class, was a dandy 
who never looked one in the fai'c, and whose eyes were 
over upon his own clothes, as though expecting- to find 
.specks of dust upon them. He was always immaculately 
dressed, and his newly-acquired manners were so pcrft'ct 
that I often wondered if he carried a book of etiquette in 
Jiis p<>cke:t. 

My own estimate of him was that he was too neat, 
too well groomed, too civil, too bowing, and too anxious 
not to forget what he should say at 1lu‘ rlgdit nKum-nt. 
in a word, he was an elegant who had suddenly enterc^d 
the Court entourage, in whi('h there was no place for him. 

The 'I'.sar had no afhrrtlon fcjr him, and liad merely 
appointed him b<‘causc he b(Tie\<^d that he might worry 
him l<rs.s than others -vtdio.sc names and abilities had lieen 
put forward. 

Poor Kokovtsov ! He was In comph te ignorance of 
ibe clever plot wbic^h Rasputin, at the Empress's siigges- 
lion, was engineering against his patriotic activities. 
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(icrmany intended to rule* Russixi in tlie ne;ir fufure, and 
woe belide any statesman who would ronxnin 

inert and be spoon-fed by l\‘utonic propaganda, or 
place in his poclcet the Cierinan marks held out so templ- 
ingly to him. In that way lay xidvancemcnt, t-moliiments, 
decorations, and the Tsar’s fxivour. To be Russian was, 
alas I to court disaster and ignominy. 

Monsieur Kokovtsov was typically a ^^ood Russian. 
He had no fi^i;*hting‘ spirit, but wxis essentially n man of 
peace, entertaining^- a horror of bloodshed or of san^rinary 
deeds. His placid temper cxuiscd him to avoid all ques- 
tions in dispute. He wxis prepared to do all possible to 
benefit our country. He had cleverly txmduotod the elec- 
tion campxiig-n, and bad all the g'overnors of eaeli j^iovini'e 
with him. The Kmperor trusted him; the. Krnpress Itated 
him. 

Besides, Kokovtsov was a worker. He did not be- 
i;e\e in that fxivoarite expression ainon^* Russians, 
nechevif/' which really means nothin^/’ but is equiva- 
lent to ‘‘don’t bother" or “don’t worry.” In Russia Ave 
unfortunately always have a *^carftra/* or to-morrow, her 
thxit rcas<m he was disliked Xilso by the jjoople. 

It was not many monlh.s xifter his appointment wht'^n 
one night, at the I’oltavskaya, Rasputin received a visit 
from (loneral Rogogin, the Director of the Black C'ahimd, 
the cabinet noir, the existence of whicli was rigorously 
kept sccrei until the. Revolution nffc^rded the. public t 
glimpse of Russia behind the sixmes. 

Kven from llie tribune of the Dumxi if was dcxdarei- 
that the J^lack Cabinet wa.s a fiction. "VTl I liappeneh 
to know that it existed, for later that e^'ening I ac<x>m- 
panted Rasputin and the Director to the General ^^>sf 
Office, whore in threr* rooms on the .second floor of the 
building the mysterious department, where correspondence 
was opened and read, wxis .situated. Here was the most 
secret establishment of the. Imperial Rolicc. For over a 
hundred years had this mystcriou.s dopartn^cni Ixen at 
work examining the lei tens of all classes of people whOM" 
thoughts or doings could W of Interest to the 'i SiXr, his 
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Minister of the InLorior, or the Okhrana. Indeed, 1 
learned fwom the ^cnerars conversation with the monk — 
I first having’ taken an oath never to divulge anything ot 
what I saw or heard — that even the correspondence of the 
Tsar, his relatives, or friends was not immune from ex- 
amination. 

Then I instantly realised the reason that the Tsarllza 
and Rasputin, in communicating wdth their friends in 
(lerniany, sent their letters by hand. 

On the night in question I stood watching w’ith in- 
terest how letters for secret examination were taken from 
a lift which passed up and down Irom the sorting-rooms 
above to the distributing room bclow'. "J'hc basket was 
taken off the lilt during its slow descent, and aiiotlK^r 
basket substituted containing letters already examined, 
so quickly that the man in charge of the lift below noticed 
nothing, 

saw several processes of opening letters by steam- 
ing them, iirst taking: an impression in plaster of any 
seal, and also by cutting off the end of the envek^pc by 
means of a small guillotine. The letters were dexter- 
ously opened, photographed, replaced in their respec- 
tive envelopes, refastened and new seals made, or in other 
cases the ends of the cut envelopes were rescakxl by 
means of paper pulp tO' match the colour of the envelope, 
and placed under pressure in a hot press, thus actually 
n^making the paper ! 

^ 'llu' watchman of this secret chamber was an illiterate, 
deaf and dum]> ])casnnt. 

'* l^ach functionary on being lirsl admitted here,” said 
Rogogln, “is e<unpelled to take a solemn niath never to 
(iivulgt* its existence to a living soul*— -not to his wife, 
Calher, sist<T, brother, or rk-arest friend.” 

All w’as nnuarkable, a spying s)'stern of whk.h 1 had 
never dreamed. 

When we entta'c'd the Director's well-furnished private 
rtK>m and the door was closed, Kogugin took from a 
locker drawer a letter which he lianded liv the monk, 
saying : 
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“Merc is the letter of which I spoke; if I hold it 
hack it. may arouse suspicion.’^ 

Rrispui-in, who could only read with dinicully, looked 
at tlae letter, and then, handin^^ ll to me with that lufiy 
iiir he assumed in the belief that he could coni'eal his 
ignorance, said : 

“Feodor, read it to- me/’ 

It was on grey papiT, and was as follows : 

“ UiPKkiAL RtrssuN- Kmdassv, 

Umtkr den Lindkn, 7. 

*■* |une St'h, 

Secret. 

*‘Yoitr Rxceleency, — T n accordanre with your Instruc- 
tions I beg 10 report confidentially as follows: On arrival 
■here I presented my credentials of His Kxccliency our Am- 
bassador, and in conbcquence was allowed to coiichirt a 
confidential inquiry among the staff of the Krnbassy, and in 
other quarters, in -which i have been actively assisted with 
excellent results by P. Ostrovski, agent of the Okhrana in 
lierlin, whom 1 recommend for advancement. ^ 

**My discoveries are several, and of an inten'sting nature. 
First, a person named Hardt, who is often resident in Fetro- 
grad, is ihc secret courier of the Empress between Potsdam 
anclTsarskoc-Sclo. Secondly, a sum of oncliundrcd thousand 
marks was paid by the Dresdnor Bank on Marcli nth Jasl 
TO the account of one l^oris Sturmer, who has an account in 
Riga at the Disconto Ge-'ellschaft. Thirdly, the Emperor 
Wrlliam on April 2 nd gave audienro in secret at the JUuJin 
Sc'hloss to M. ?rotoj>op<ifr, for w'lhich Ti<y reasi>ii can be 
assigned. Fourthly, I 'have learned on chc best authority 
that if Ifcrr Hardt" were arrested on any of his journeys 
Sweden or Germany, some highly interesting private oorre-* 
sponclence would be found upon him. Fifthly, rlicrc is n<^ 
doubt vdhatever that the monk Rasputin is in receipt of 
money from tliis city, as I have in my possession a receipt 
given by him for two ihundrcd thousand roubles paid him 
by the Deutsche Bank, tind this 1 am bringing with me on 
my return. 

Further, I (have documentary evidence of a widespread 
German intrigue in Russia, facts which will, 1 -feel confident, 
amaze your K.xrcllency. When I return I shall jjiacc in 
your hands w'eapo-ns by which the enemy may be combated* 
i hesitate to send ^iny -documents throug'h the post in rase 
they mWearry, and 1 am addressing this letter to Made- 
moiselle Pauline, as your Excellency suggested. 
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I lhavfi yol .-.omc furthor inquiries to make on your 
K\wih‘ncv's behalf, but 1 intend -to leave Berlin in any case 
on the iwV.nty-socond. 1 have the honour to- remain, >oiir 
Kxcellency’s ohedient servant, Ivan Botkink,” 

The monk listened attentivedy, his bi.^, strani^e eyes 
wearing' a sly, crafty expression. He lingered the jevvcll<‘d 
cross suspended from his neck — a 'lui]>it of his. 

“Ah ! So Hotkino leaves Berlin on the twenly-sticond. 
it is well that we. know this, iny dear Rogogin — eh? 

“ ^'es/’ laughed the traitorous general. “ He must n<d. 
reach Russia/’ 

'*C)t course, not,” agreed thii monk. W'e musl. ob- 
tain j)ossession of ^diis doemnentary evidence that he will 
carry upon liim. Who is he? ” 

Botkiiu* is a confidential agent in Kokt)vtso\/s 
-jtnploy/’ wa.s* the Diret'.tor’s n‘ply. “He was, I find, 
assistant-director of ixdice in Nijtfi before the Minister 
was appointed, and is now in His Kxcellency’s private 
s<u-vu‘e,” 

“Well, it is oxceljent that by your aslultmess, my dear 
< General, wc are forewarned. If not, ther<‘ might very 
easilv ha\e resulted a serious oontreienips-'-eh? *' 

“‘Kxartly/’ 

“.\nd \v]u> is this Madeinolselkt Ihuilinc?” asked Ras- 
putin, his clevfM' criminal brain already at work to dch-at 
a revelation of the truth, 

‘'Pauline Ktdiure, the little French dancer at the \hlla 
Rod(‘/' 

‘'Lahore! ” cried Rasputin, '’‘f know her, of course, 
a music-hall artiste. She has been la1(‘ly lakcn up by 
the rdd C.'ounte.ss .Bronevski. She was at my h<mse only 
a fortnight ago, and wanted U> become a ‘ sister ’ I “ 

“As spy of Ko-kovisov — eh?” 

“Without a doubt,” I chimed in. “From all T hear 
His Kxcellency is a gay dog.” 

“True, my dear bV»odor." remarked iht* monk, finger- 
ing the cross nervousK, ;^d then taking a cigarette w'hich 
the general offeicd him. 'inBut had not our friend Rogogin 
been the alert and opened the dainty danc<M*'.‘j letters, 
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what a trap we should have fallen intu--nol onh’ our- 
selves;, but the luiiprcss also 1 X'ladimir would Iv'tve }>ie- 
sented the documents to the Emperor, and an* uuholy 
domesiic scene would have resulted, 'fhis fellow Bolkine 
must never reach Russia ! he added seriously. 

“I aifroe.” replied the general. “Let us see (hiteh- 
koff at once,” he added. (General (huclikofi was a Jew 
aiKl the director of the dreaded puliiical poIi<'e, with whom 
Ro^'ogin, of course, worked hand-iu-^dove. 

It was then nearly ele\eu o’ldock at l)Ut \\e 

all three drove to (lenerail (liitehkoff’s ho.us(‘ in t?;e 
Spaskaya. He was out, his man inhjrmed us- 

“I must see him at once,” said the monk loftily. 

• Where is he ? ” 

“ li<i went out to dinner, Holy Father, and he is 
probably now at the Krestovsky or at the liouiTos*. ” 

“do at once and fmcl him,” said the monk, **It is 
a matter of extreme urgenev, and \vc will await hint 
here.” 

Thus ordered by Greg-ory Rasputin--who was all- 
powerful in the capital — the gfenerars servant ushered 
us into a cosy little salon, placed a box of cigarettes 
and some liqiK'urs before us, and then himself left in a 
droshky to iind his master, who was so well known in 
Tetro-grad fis a hou rlvciir. 

h'or half an hour Ras])utin, miu'h worried by the. secret 
inquiries of the rremier into the doings ot the pro- 
German camarilla, chatt(‘d with the gmu-ral, mort‘ tlian 
once cx])ressing fear n*garding the perikms situalkin, 

“Revelations seem imminent,” he exchiimcci anxi- 
ously. “1'he man Botkine must never arrive In Russia — 
you imdcrsland that, Kogogin ! ” 

“I <[uite agr<‘e,” said the Director of the Fhack 
Cabinet. ” Ihit (jiitchkotT must .see to it:. I have done 
rny part in ilic affair.” 

“You have <kjne excellently, my dear friend' -most 
ex('(;l!cntly,” deidared tiie monlj;. “Nothing could hav <5 
b(‘(‘n hettiu'. I wif! memum Y<lur great services to the 
Empress. ’Sk's, we must rely upon Gutchkoff.” 
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In half an hour the servant returned with his master, 
the hc.ad of the politiral police, a short, fat man in 
^encraTs- uniform, with decorations, who, when hc 
<‘ntcrc.d the room, betrayed ui-yiiistakable signs of having 
tlined well. Indeed, he had l:eeii unearthed from a mid- 
night carouse at a questionable restaurant. 

At sight of Rasputin, a. power to be reckoned with 
and a person of whom even the greatest in the lami 
craved favours, he pulled himself together and cast him- 
self into a chair to listen. 

The monk was clever enough not io enlighten the* 
l^olice Director regarding the plot to upset Kokovtsov’s 
undue inquisitiveness. He. merely told him that a certain 
secret agent named Hotkine was lea\ing Berlin for 
IVtrogracl on the twcnly-S(‘cond. 

**'rhe man is dai\gerous,‘’ ho added, ‘‘extremely 
dangerous," 

“Why?’’ asked (iutchkoff, .soinewIuU surprised at our, 
midnight visit. 

“ Because— -well, because I hapj)en to know that he 
’S in |>ossessioni of certain fads concerning very liigh 
personages. He is a blackmailer, and has been t.o Berlin 
lo endeavour to .sell some documents to Maximiliani 
Harden — documents which, if published, would place a 
certain member of our Imperial family in a very un- 
sati.sfacLory light,” Kas])utin said, “hfy friend Rogogiu 
here will bear me out-” 

The F^)licc Director, after a few minutcsS’ silcn(;e> 
asked : 

“Has he; sold the dijcunients in question?” 

“T think not," was Rasputin’s reply. ‘‘If he has not,, 
be will have them in his possession on his return. 
must secure them at all costs,” 

“ Wni wish U> (’lose hfs mouth— eh?” 

“Yes. Hr: must be suppressed at all hazards/’ <h'- 
<1arvd Ihe jnonk, “It is the wish of the limperor,” lie 
added, a glib lie aUvays ready upon his tojigue. “ hurtlua’, 
1 ms^d not add that if this affair he, <‘<>nc1u<'ted in secrecy 
and scandal in the Imperial House avoided, llis Majesty 
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So 


'vvill cerlainly see that you arc adequately rewarded, 
can promise you that/' 

General Gutchkoff was ag'ain silent. He well knev 
that if the Tsar had orcli’^rcd the man Botkinc to lx 
sileticed there must be some very unsavoury affair to lx 
hushed up. 

“'fheie is an ag'ont of yours in Berlin namcc 
Ostrovski, is dierc not?” the monk asked, 

-Yes.” 

“Tlieii he must also be removed at (mre to iuK)lhej 
post. Ti'anst<‘r liim to Constantinople, or, IjetttT still, t< 
Wvkohama. Ife must not remain in Berlin anolhct 
tuealy-four hours, and he must not, at any cost 
be allowed to return to Russia,” Rasputin sale 
decisively. 

“I scarcely follow you, Holy Father,” was the amazec' 
^(‘iierars reply. ” Ostrovski is very reliable, and has been 
entrusted with the most delu'ate affairs. He has alwayi* 
g’iven me the ^^-leatest satisfaction,” 

I regret if he is under your protection, but that 
di)es not alter matters. He and- j>otkino hav’o been 
ai'lhig in unison, and hence Ostrovski kn<nvs more of 
lliis scandal concerning a certain member of the Imperial 
faniil}' than is good for him to know. Promote him with 
increased salary to Yokohama, and send him then; by 
way of Marseilles upon some (ajnfKk-mial misskm. But, 
<’n no account must he return to Russia before going 1o 
Japan — ^you undcrslmul ? Me will no doubt wish to travad 
by way of wSibinda, but this must be forbidden. If voti 
will write out his appointment, I W'ill obtain the l{mpcror\s 
signature to it lo-morrow morning.” 

“You wish me to write out the order now-^cii?” 
asked Gutchkoff, still much pin^zled, hut eager to- got scent 
of th(; particular scandal kn<»\vn to Botkine. 

“ Ves, now,’’ n'pli^'d the monk, ])ointing to the writing- 
table, whereupon the Police Director sat tkovn an<I wrote 
out the order transferring th-fi agent Ostrovski lo japan, 
an order which Rasputin, after pretending fu read it, 
handed to me to place in my pocket. 
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“And, now, what about this person Botkinc? asked 
(jutelikoff. “How do you wish me Lo act towards 
him ? e ' 

“In the way that 1 will direct to-morrow,’’ replied 
the monk. “1 must have time lo devise some plan — a plan 
which will be secret and arouse no .suspicion,” he added 
j^rimly, with a sinister smile. 

Early next morning* 1 accompanied him to Peterhof, 
wlicre the Imperial Court happened to be. Anna X'yni- 
bova was away in Moscow, but without delay he soiii^'ht 
the h-rnpress and remained in her boudoir for a full liour, 
no doubt explaining’;- the discovery of Kokovtsov’s in- 
quiries in Berlin. 

I met the Prime Minister himself in the long- corridor 
guarded by “Arab> ” servants which led to the Emperor’s 
private cabinet, and with him was. General Guiohkoff, 
who had evi<lei!tly also been sumirioiicd to audience re- 
garding some matters concerning the jxdicc administra- 
tion. Kokovtsov had no suspicion of what Rasputin liad 
learned, or that Giitchkoff had promis(‘d U> act as he 
directed against his trusted agent Ivan Bulkinc. 

The pair strolled along the softly parpeted corridor, 
chatting affably, for they were apparcfitly going to con- 
sult^IIis Majesty together. Truly, the Court world _ is a 
strange life of constant intrigue and double-dealing, of 
he-'k of morals and of hone.sty of purpose and of 
patriotism. Iji our Holy Russia many good men and 
winnen have, because of their love for their own land, 
been sent to drag out their lives in the dreariness of the 
Siberian prison camps, 

\Vluu\ tint monk returned to me he asked for Ostrov- 
ski’s appointment, written on the previous night, whitrh 
I carried in my pot ket. This he took at oiioc' to 
ilic 'I'sar. J-lis Majc.sty was at that moment cl<isi:fed 
with the Prime Minister, Gub'hkoff having already seen 
the Emperor and, transacting his business, been <Iis- 
missed. 

Five minutes later Rasputin redurned uith the Em- 
peror’s scribbled signature still wet, ami in my presence 
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handed il L<> the Dirocle>r of l^olitleal Police. Ostrovski 
had been transferred to Japan, where he would be harm- 
less, even though he have learned facts from Bot- 

kiae. But what had Kaspulin decided should be llie 
fate of the latter? For the sake of Alexandra Kcodorovna 
and the whole camariha Bolkinc^s lips must, 1 knew, Inr 
dosed. That had been decided. 1 longed tt> learn what 
the Jimpress had said when the monk had nwealed the 
truth to her and pointed out' her peril. 

No doubt tier Nlajesty would see to it that the affair 
was lmsh<fd up. 1 knew full well that she understood 
that once Kokovtsov obtained evidt'iice too many people 
■\voiild be implicat'd, and perhaps a public, trial might 
result. Both she and Rasputin, no doubt, realised tliat 
it would be unwise to allow a member of the Okhrana 
— as Botkinc had been — to be. arrested, for fear of the 
scandal public revelations would cause. The capital 
tocmed with Clermans like SturnuT and hb’edericks, 
traitors like ProtopoiJoff and wSoukhomlinoff, ni<‘n like 
AzefT, Guerassirnoff and^ Kurtz — one day the bosom 
friend of Ministers and powerful noldemon, and the next 
cast into the fortress of Peter and Paul — Rogogin, the 
sycophant Kaeff — whom Ra.sputin had made lh‘o<Hiratur 
of the. Holy Synixl — and the drunken saint ” Milia, tlic 
Blessed — at last dismissed — spiritualists, charlatans, and 
iTanks. Upon such fine society was th(‘ 'I'hrone of the 
R(;manoll\s based 1 \V,as it any wonder that it was 
already tottering preparatory to its fall? 

I left Pelerhot with Rasputin at about three o’clot'k 
that afternoon, and on our return to the Poltavskaya I 
spoke over the telephone, at the monk’s orders, to 
liocior Badmayev, tlie expert herbalist who pn^pared 
tho.se secret drugs with wFidi Madame Vyruliova 
regularly doped th<; litlle Tsarevitch, keeping him in a 
constant state of ill-health and in such a condition that 
he puzzled the mo.si noted physicians in luirope. 

Biidmasxw, a small, fc'rrei-e\e<l man, his features of 
'J’artar cast, i ume and dined vvith us, after which Ras- 
putin signed a cheque fur twenty-eight thousand roubles^ 
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a .sum tp which “ llie doctor’’ was entrtled inulcr an 
ai^rccrnchl. Well did 1 know that the sum in «qucsti(Hi 
WHS payment for his active assistance in supply in^^ cit- 
lain drug's ol which ihc monk in turn dci'larcd that he 
himself held the formula. The drugs — which ho prclen{led 
to ])<* the secret of the priests of Tibet --w'cre ihosc which 
he doled out in small CHiantitles to his sister-disciples, 
and which ])roduced inse\sil>ilily to physical pain, drug's 
wdiicdi were so banelul and pcrni('ious that the monk 
always warned me against them, and never look any 
himself. 

After dinner, at which the> iioth drank d<*cj>ly ol 
champagne, the monk and liis friend went out to spend 
the evening at a low’-clas-* \ariety theatre, while 1 wms 
left alone until midnight. 

In consequence I visited some friemds in the Ivanov- 
sktifyu, and returned to Rasputin’s at about a quarter-past 
tw'elvc. Iwenly minutes later he returned in a 
less state of intoxieation ; therefore I did not sjieak to 
jiim till next morning*. 

Such was llie fellow’s vitality tlial lie w'as u]) before 
six o’clock- At seven h-c went out, and returneil about 
nine, wdien he called mo to his den. 

“Keodor,’’ lie said, I wish you to leave tt>-day for 
Vilnn, and go to the Palace Hotel then*. l\(‘inain until 
:« frit‘nd ol ours nani(*d I {<‘cl<el ('alls upon you.” 

‘'Who is llec'ktd?'’ 1 asked, .surprisi^d at being sent 
upon such a long journey in that sudcb'ii manncT. 

‘ A friend of Ilardt and myself. not he inquisi- 

tive— onh ob(‘>\ Wlun Ilvckel calls jilease give him 
tills ]<‘tter,” and he handed me a rulher thick letter in an 
onicial ('arlridge envi lope of the Imp(‘rial Ministry of 
l'’oreign Affairs. *‘lleek<*l will t(dl you that he is from 
‘ Fath(‘r HregoryP M<’ is tall, fair, and ratlnn* slinv -a 
Hennan, as you may guess from Ids naiiu*. 'S'our train 
leavi's at tw’o-forty this aflenioon. (Tirefiil of that 

leU<‘r and to whom yon d(diver it in .sern^t. 1 l(‘ckel, 
alter finding >(*u at the hotel, will prodiR'e an Ihiglish 
Ti\ e-pound note aifd -.bow it to \'<uk Tbat will be his 
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passport., if 3i-c docs nul do so, tlien do nui g'iv-e him the 
letter. 

Tliat afternoon I left for Vilna by llu; W'arsaw ex- 
press, and after a longf journey through the <‘ndk\^s 
pines and silver birches duly arrived at the hotel in- 
dicated, and there a’waitcd my visitor. lie arrived next 
day, a fair-haiied, slim man, just as Rasputin had di‘- 
scribed him, eviclenlly an af^oii-pwvocatrur from Rerlin, 
After he had been ushered into my bcalnRun Ijv u 
waiter, he greeted me warmly, and iiKjuuvd if i had any- 
thing to hand him. 

To this I m<(de an evasive reply, in pr<denee of lieliii^ 
in ignorance of his meaning, vvlu'naipon lie said In 
(Icrman : 

“Ah! I hn'gol. You wi.sh first to establish niv 
identity,'’ and laughingly he produced from his wallet an 
Knglish live-pound note, which he sirowed to m<n 

In consequence 1 handed him the letter from the 
[Ministry, wliich Ik* pku'cd unopened In his poi^ket and 
then left, while that same night 1 naurru'd to JVtrograd. 

Three diiys later I learned the truilu 

Ivan Botkine, the irusled secret agent <^f the Prime 
Minister Kokovtsov, who had lelt I kadi n on the twenty- 
second for Petrograd, had Ikkui foutul cW:\d in of the 
sleeping coinpartnienls on tlx* arrival of the train at 
frontier station of Wirballen. His pCR:kots and valise 
had been rilled, and an inquiry had fxren opejicd. 1'hougii 
the doctors disagreed as to the <o:act cause, of death, it 
was -apparent that one of the dishes he nad eaten ir. tlr* 
lestauranl car an hour bcfoni had been pois^iiicd. 

Further, I have since eslahlished the horrifying fact 
that the mysteru>us letter from the Ministry which I 
handed to Hcckcl in Vilma containtal a secret poison I 
^Thal it was used to remove poor Bolkirtc, Rasputin after- 
.wards admitted to me. Such were the methods of tiie 
camerilla who were ruling Russia ! 
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CHAPTER VI 

RASPUTIN IN BERLIN 

Truj-\, our Russia was a country of blood and tears under 
the last of' the Romanoffs. Its creed and its moUc was 
Clallows and Siberia ! ” 

No man’s life was safe under a regime run bv 
scoundrels, of whom ‘Hrrichka,” my chief, was the worst. 

An unlimited secret fund was placed, at the disposal 
of the Ministry of the Interior for purposes of the vSecret 
F^olh'C, and w'hen I say that Rasputin controlled that 
Ministry as well as th(‘ ICmporor hinyself, it can easily he 
understood that all who were loyal Russians w<tc ‘‘sus- 
pect,’' and denunciation throve on all sides. The 
Okhrana recruited its agents from all quarters. That is 
why one was never sure that the stranger who denounced 
Rasputin and his friends was not an af^cut-^provocaieur. 

livery Russian subject of any note, and every f<M'eign 
traveller, was watched, not because of his disloyalty, but 
I)ccausc Rasputin and Jiis camarilla, including the Km- 
prt\ss\ feared lest he should dis/:ovcr how they were 
daily betraying Russia and its Tsar. 

r have been, at Rasputin’s orders, many times in the 
Cimtral bureau of the Seci'ct Police in search of the 
index-card of some person who luid fallen beneath the 
monk’s displeasurt‘. In these indices and in the corn-- 
sponding files the persons concerned were, I found, newer 
designated by their own names, but by code-names that 
i'oulfi be: telegraphed if necessary from ('Ity to city. 
'riniK the Deputy cnieid/:e (since hec'oine famous) was 
registiTed under the name of ‘‘drawing-room” (gn-v/urf), 
Lenin (also since Famous) as “symbol,” Miliukof as 
'^^grass,” and the lraitt>r Soukhoinlinoff as “gly(';cnni‘.” 

Those wen: indeed terrible days in Holy Russia— days 
whcnHhc iniujcent were sent to (heir death, whilt^ Ras- 
putin, 11 h: religious fraud, laughed and drank champagne 
with his high-born ’ de\ot-ees, "who Indieved him, c\en in 
this twentieth century, to be divine! 
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] rciHVinlx'r thal an Mny i6th, 1914^ when thv political 
horizon was ('loiullch^ and no one dreamed of war, I bal 
in the vis-itc'Ts’ gallery of the Duma, ha\in” been mmU 
there by Rasjiutin to listen to the debate and report to 
him. 

1 'he labour leader Kerensky, who afterwards bccunu.* 
Minister of Justice in the Provisional Dowrnmenl, rosr 
and from the tribune proclainic<l the infamy of the police. 
He did not mince matters. He said : 

'The mO'Si. notorious jailers of the period of AI<'\- 
andcr III. knew liow to resptrL in their polituMl enemies 
the man who thouijht differently, and when they shut him 
up in the fortress of Schlusselburg* they would some- 
times come to chat with him. And some of those martyrs, 
those men struggling for liberty, hav-i*. been able to return 
to us with the glamour about them of twenty years* hard 
labour. But now, the sons of those famous jailers do 
not hesitate to seize young* men of sevcntmi or eighteen 
and make them die slowly, hut surely, under the blows of 
the knout, under the strokes of the rod, or by the burns 
of a red-hot iron. Are we not returning to the days ulutn 
political prisoners were walled up alive? And yt)ti 
imagine, geiiLlemcn, that you can claim for this cotintry 
the civilising mission of a Kuropean nation ! ” 

He spoke of n man whom 1 knt^w well, <>n(‘ of th(' most 
sinister per.soris in all Russia, a man wIjo, like. Ra.sj)utin 
and Stiirnie.r, accepted Ck*rrnan gold. The manbs name 
was Iivno Azef, upon whom unfortunately the French 
(rovcM'nmcnt bestowed the Legion of Honour. 

Iw*forc he wenr to Paris, .Azef was a dose friend of 
Rasputin and of Siiimier. He was a criminal of th(‘ 
worst type, an expert in (Time, thougli he was a recog- 
nised agent of the Russian Jkdilical Ikdice. And yet .so 
clever was he as nn ajLwnf-pro'iUtcafcur thait he actually 
managed to g<‘t himself ('kx'tcil as director of the Ter- 
rorist organisation of Petrograd, and as a mtunber bf the 
Central Committee of th-c Socialist Party! 

In my pre.scnrc he oix" night, when in his cup.s, boasted 
to the merry monk what ho had t<^ his (Tcdii ns a rovolu- 
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tionary. ^ lie organised the murdeis of the Minister of 
the Interior, l^lebve, and of the Grand Duke Sergius. It 
was ho who prepared the attempted murders (^f\vdmirul 
Dubassof, the Crooernor-Gencral (lucrchclman, and the 
atb^mpt on Nicholas II. The latter was with Rasputin’s 
knowledge and consent I Perhaps Alexandra Feodoroxna 
knew of it. Who knows? That she was not .so devoted 
to “Nikki” as she pretended is well known to everyone 
s\vh() was at the Imperial Court at the lime. Hti])pi]y, 
hqw^cver, the plot failed Ixxause of circumstances w'hich 
Azof could not control. 

The scoundrel also assisted in the drawing up of the 
plans for the military mutinies, at Moscow, Vihorg, and 
Kronstadt, while he knew beforehand of the preparations 
for the assassination of General Sakarof, and of Go\ernor 
I3ogdanovitoh at Ufa, us well as a numlDcr of Terrorist 
crimes which .succeeded. 

One of his crimes in conspiracy witli Rasputin 1 will 
here relate, because it: is a mystery which lias long puzzled 
I lie London police. 

On the nVorning of January iilh, tQoc), the Londo-n 
newspapers contained a report oi a strange discovery. 
l^'oLir days before there had arrived at V^ictoria Station a 
young I'Tcnch lady, dark-haired and extremely good- 
looking', who took a cab to u small but highly respectable 
private hotel in the vicinity. There she gave the name 
c)f Madonioisclle lliomas, and- her profession as governess. 
Next morning a tall, thin young* foreigner calUxl for her, 
and they went out togethex, she returning \'ery lalt^ that 
night apparently exhausted after a long nunor journey. 
Next day .she remained In her room all day. On the 
third day an elderly man callcid, atK'i slut went out with 
him, being- absent about a couph^ of hours. On her 
rcturn she went straight to her room and nothing was 
seen of her further until the next <lay at noon the cham- 
bermaid failed to arouse hex by knocking, llu* police 
were informed, the. d<X)r was forced, and MadcTnoiselle 
Thomas was found dead. Slic was lying upon the floor 
fully dressed. 
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'rhc medical evidence at ihe inquest v'us t,hal the 
pretty Frenrh governess had hecn dead Cully eighteen 
hours. UpCMi her (jr in her small hand-luggage ihere 
was nothing to cslaiblish her ideality. 1'haL slic laid 
taken poison was the opinion of the expert iiiecUeal wit- 
ness. Vet the poison could not bo osLablishcd. Ap- 
parently it was a case of suicide, for the laundry marks 
and names of the makers of her clothing had bc<Mi 
deliberately removed. 

One thitigj howewr, was cxtnnnely iny.slorious, 
I’^pon the aiiarble top of the washhand-sland in the bed- 
room the police found some scrawled words in a rharactcT 
they could not decipher. li)xperts were brought in, when 
k -was found that the writing was in Ru.sslan character, 
and the words were: '‘The lioly Starcts is— — " 

This con\'eyed nothing to the Ix)ndou poHt'c, who, of 
course, knew nothing save that a "Starets^’ in Russia 
is a ‘'saint.” 

Therefore the exj)er1s at Scotland were, after 

much patient investigation, ctunpelled to dismiss it as 
one of London’s unsolved mysteries. 

Now for the truth. 

One night, a yeio' before, when T had ri‘1anii‘d with 
Rasputin from Tsarskr.e-Sek), we found awaiting us the 
st)mewhat clandihed man of a hundrrd aliases and as many 
disguises, the notorious Azef. lie greett'd us both 
warmly, and being- a <'lose fritnul of Rasputin, the monk 
tfHdv him into his cosy little den, where for o\ er an hour 
they remained closeted together. 

I was (;ne (if the f(‘w who knew the secret of Axef’s 
crimes- Indeed, when I entered the nK>m vv‘bile the pair 
were talking I heard him ask with a laugh : 

*‘VVnfal if v\c give him a taste of the necktie of Sloly- 
pin— -ch? ” 

“It certainly would be best, my dear I'auio,” the monk 
agreed, “lluit is if you think tlie accusation can he wdl 
made.” 

“Trust tne,” laughed the great (^Mrui'-provocalirut, 
“A denunciation, the tliscovery <jf papers' you have lho.se 
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of BuchiTjjin in your safe, by the way, and they could be 
used — arrest, trial, and the necktie! It would be quite 
easy, and his mouth would be closed.’’ 

“He is growing dangerous,” growled Rasputin- 
“What you say is perfectly true.” 

Then turning to- me, he said : 

' “Feodor, bring those papers which ManuilofT brought 
me a week ago — the paj^ers used for the arrest of JVo- 
fessor Buchman in Warsaw.” 

T obeyed, well knowing how that file of incriminating 
correspondence with an Anarchist group in Zurich had 
been forged by Stunner's secretary iManuiloff, and how it 
bad been found among the professor’s effects. 

“The necktie of wStolypin,” was Azof’s playful allusion 
I i the ever-ready gallow's to which he, plotting with Ras-- 
put in, Manuiloff, Gcurassininf, and others, was so con- 
stant ly sending innocent persnos. Truly, Russia was a 
strange country even before' the outbreak o-f war. 

The. immediate object oT Azof’s activities, combinc^rl 
with Rasputin’s, was at (lermany’s direi'tion Pi extend 
the Terrorist aclitnn and thus caiis<‘ trouble and unrest in 
the F-mpire. By ovc‘ry fresh success he obtained more 
money from Berlin, and at the same tinui strengthened 
his privileged position in the ranks of the Terrorists, whih^ 
his worth was increased in tlie eyes of botli tlu^ Minister 
of tlic Interior and of the lunperor. The scoundrel’s rc- 
e<dufio-narv career and his jxdiee career were, insopiarablt^ 
He was a 'Terrorist to-day, a police oflicial to-tn(;rrow, but, 
nice. Rasputin, a secret agent of Germany always ! 

Tturible as it may seem, the Okhrana, with the con- 
nivance of tlie Wilhtdmstrasse, and with the* Hmpress's 
full know'ledge — of this there is no doubt, because docu- 
mentary evideni'^^. exists which proves it- •c:uis<.‘d the 
highes't personages in Russia to l')e murden^,<I or hanged 
in order to prove to those lucky ones who survived how 
necessary was the urgani.salion for their own existence! 

A hundred dramas could he wTitton upon the in- 
trigues of Grichka and Azef. Some of them wore 
amazing; iill were disgraceful. 1'ho life of the most 
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Upright and honest man or woman was not safe if mrirkt-d 
down by the pair of scoundrels. The attempt u|K‘)n 
Admiral Dubassof, in which Count Konovnicin met his 
dealii; the attempt upon General Guerohclman, Governor- 
( General of Moscow; the assassination of General Slcpzot 
at Tver, with half a do5:cn other murders of the same 
kind, were all the work of Azof. Why? Because hotli 
Azef and General Guerassiinof, chief of the Secret lk)li<aa 
u'erc in the toils of Germany. The Wilhclinstrasse paid 
well, but threatened expcLsures if this or that person were 
not removed, ll^pce Azef, as one of the heads of the 
'rerrorists, received his orders throui^h Rasputin, amk 
obeying', was paid his blood-money. 

Many of the dastardly crimes which Azof, aided by 
the monk, committed at Germany’s orders will newer he 
known. Hundreds of innocent persons were arrested, 
and when the police searched their homes the in<ist in- 
criminating documents W’ere found concealed — floi'umcnts 
wnich when produced they had never before seen^ Hun- 
dreds of men an<l women, were hurried to- SilxTia, and 
hundreds of others were sent to rot in jails and fortresses, 
while upon dozens there was placed *Mhe. necktie; oi 
Stolypin.” 

‘'Ah ! my dear (iregorv/’ Azef said, after he had lit a 
fresh cigarette, '‘there will he no security until that man's 
moutli is closed. I that you agn^* with nie/' 

‘'Quite/' replied the m(>nk\ w ho^ I saw, was rather, 
agitated because of something which the })oli(T sjw hat! 
told him. 

“Good! Then i Avill go further. H'o-day I have, pro- 
posed to th(^ Council of WorknveiPs l)ei(gal(‘s tluit \U‘ 
should blow up tlie Central Bureau <*f the OkJirana, witli 
CiuerassimoF in the. centre of it Tht‘. killing Gueras- 
simof appealed to flHun. 'Hiey hate him — as \ou know. 
Really, tho,s(‘ peoph* are luimonnis. They think I am 
their friend, and yet each <lay the j-Mdicc' arrest one <ir 
two members regularly hut rjiiietly, and they disappear 
no one knows wliitluT. I luut* suspicions of Mcntdnkof, 
of the Okhrana at Moscow. The other day I met him at 
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Princess Kamcnskoi’s, and what he told me set me 
wondering*. He poses as your friend, but I feel convinced 
he is your enemy.” 

•'Rasputin’s bearded face relaxed into that strangCj 
sardonic i>Tin of Ins as he replied ; 

“1 know I\'Icnchikof. He is harmless. The only man 
we may fear is Burtsef. He knrnvs far too much of the 
I)olice organisation and the deeds of our provocaLini^' 

“I agice. But he lives in Paris, and hence iht; 
Okhrana cannot lay hands upon him. If only he would 
return to Russia, then he would not be long* at liberty. 
That 1 assort^ you.” 

“He is In Paris. Could v/c not send liim a message 
that his daughter Vera — who married young Tchernof 
last year — has be<‘U taken suddenly ill, and thus summon 
him at oncf^ to Vilna? Once on Russian soil he could 
be arrested,” 

Azof smiled. ''Our friend Bunsef knows a liltle too 
much of our methods to fall into such a trap. He would 
recognise my hand in it in an instant. No, some other 
means must be found. Meanwhile we must deal with 
the person under discussion. We won*, agreed that he 
must be suppressed at all hazards, cli?” 

“ Exactly. And we must suppress Burtsef after- 
wards.” 

fhu'is, f-ausaniKs Geneva, Zurich and Nice swarmed 
whh Russian secret agents, wdio, at orders from' Axef 
and Flijsputin, kept constant vigil upon the doing's 
of evervijnti, 7'he directors of the foreign ser\ic(‘ of our 
political ]>olice were Ratchkovsky in F^aris, and Ratacf in 
London. The latter ])osed as a Russian journalist, and 
usually spent his afternoons over cups of coffee in the 
cosmopolitan Cafe Royal in Regent Street. 

All this 1 knejw, and much more. I knew that Ivan 
Mnnuiloff, who was now secretary to Stiirmcr, fiad begun 
his lucrativ<‘ career as the agent nnd catsnaw of Ratch- 
kovsky in Paris. But he intrigued ae'ainst his chief, 
and was then transferred to Romo. Of that man and his 
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dasiardiy cloing^s I will tell more* laU-r. Sullic'c it 
to say that the Emperor so deeply believed ifi him that 
one day he him a gold cigarelte-ease with his initials 
in diamonds “as a mark of his esteem" I 

Having listened attentively to the conversatuai he- 
tween the two scoundrels, i at last came to the conrlusion 
that they were conspiring against some mysteinnis person 
named Krivocliein. 

After the pair had consumed a hoitle of (diarnpagae, 
Azef rose and, shaking his friend's dirty paw, said ; 

“I hope to have everything arranged when we meet. 
I would not yet mention the matter to the Empress." 

“Of course 1 shall not," remarked Raspuiin^ with 
that crafty grin of his. “vShe would only worry ov(.‘,r h-. 
audt just now she is greatly troubled over tlie Tsarevitch. 
He has had another attack."’ 

The monk did not mention the fact lltat ihe cause of 
the attack was one of Badmayev’s secret drugs whieli 
Anna Vyrubova had dissolved in his milk I 

After Azof had left, Rasputin flung himself into his 
easy chair, and as' he lit a cigarette remarked lo me : 

“Ah, Feodor ! What a man ! There is ntuhing he is 
unable to accomplish." 

“Ho is very daring*,’’ i remarked. 

“No, it i.s not daring—il is deep cunning. He Ii:is 
the police, at his back; 1 have Alexandra h’»*odor(>vna — 
so we win always. But," he added, with a .snarl, “wc 
have enemies, and those must be dt*a[t with — dealt with 
drastically. I hear they are setting* about more, scandals 
in Tetrograd conct'ming me. Have you heard them?” 
he asked. 

“Gossip is rife on every hand, and all .sorts of wild 
stories arc being circulated,’" I said. 

“Bah! Let the bx>l.s say what they avIH of Gregory 
Rasputin," he lauglicd. “It only makes hi?n the more 
popular. It i.s time, however, that I performed .some 
more miracle.s among the poor," he added reflectively, 
us arrange some, Fdodor, Do noi forget it." 

The miracles were arranged u fortnight later. With 
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the as.sistancc of a clever German conjurer named Brock- 
haus, frcJm ’Rig-a, who with others helped the mock saint 
on the occasions when he imposed upon the credulity ol' 
the mujiks, he pretended 'to “heal” a child of lameness, 
while a female assistant of Brockhaus, having- posed as a 
blind peasant, was restored to sight. 

The miracles took place out at Ligovo, a villag’e out- 
side Tetrograd, and like wildfire the news was spread 
that the Holy Father had again taken compassioxi upon 
the people. Hundreds <3f men and women now flocked 
round him to kiss the edge of his ragged robe, and as he 
jjassed in the streets everyone crossed themselves. By 
such means did Rasputin retain the favour of the people 
and of the Empress herself. 

One night lie received a telegram in cipher, which he 
gave lAt: lo decode. It had been despatched from Paris 
and read : 

'rhe appointment is at Savijjnyplatz, 17, Charlotton- 
hurg-. Do not fail. Please inform A. [Alc.xanclra Foodor- 
ovnaj and obtain instructions. — E vno.^^ 

At once Rasputin became active. He went to PeLerhof, 
where the Court was at that momeut, and carried out 
A:;cePs desire. He was with the Empress and Madame 
Vyrubova for a couple of hour.s ere he rejoined me, anti 
we took the evening train back to the capital. 

That night he called upon Sturmer, who had wit It 
him his sycophant and ex-policeman Manuiloff, and they 
hold counsel together. Then, next afternoon, we both 
left PclTogracl for Berlin. 

VVe had no dilliculty in discovering the hou.sc in ther 
Savignyplatx. It was a good-sized one on the corner i)f 
tile Kantstrassc, and the old woman who opened the 
door at once ushered us into a y>retly drawing-room, 
where we were greeted by a rather tall, dark-haired and 
refined young lady, who welc^mied us in Russian, and 
whose, name Rasputin had told me was Madcmotselle 
i^uila KvTeicha. 

“ must be very tired after your long journeyi 
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Falhci'/’ slic said, bowing- hc‘r head and rn.^ssinj;' hcrsoll 
as Lhe monk mumbled a blessing upon her, 

“No; travelling is vciy easy between l^drugrad and 
Berlin/’ he replied affably; and then he inluulueed me. 

1 could see that somehow she resented my inlnisuin 
there. She glanced at Rasputin inquiringly, 

“Ohj no/’ laughed the monk, j quiie understand, 
mademoiselle; you need have no fear.’' d'hen lowering 
his voice tO' a whisper, he said: know full wtdl tha1 

living Jiere as secret ag-ent -of the Okhrana yon have to 
exercise every caution.'’ 

Paula Kereiclia — who I afterwards found was n 
second-rate variety actress who so-melimes took engagt*- 
ments in order to blind ]>coi>le to her own calling, t))a1 
of police-spy — smiled and admitted that she had to be v<rry 
careful. 

‘'ll is not the Germans that I fear/’ she said. “They 
know me well at the Willielmslrassc, and I am tievcr in- 
terfered with. Indeed, they assist me when iieccssnr>'. 
No, It is the Terrorists who would do me harm if tliey 
could. There is a dangerous group here — as you know,” 

“I know’ well/’ said the monk; “<mly la.st week 
^'chaplinc and Vllieff were givet» Sfolvpin’s nev^ktie uv, )ng‘ 
to your denunciations. They came to Russia fn-.m Ps^rlin, 
and w^ere arrested immediately they set loot across ihc 
frontier.” 

“No,” she protested. “Azef w^ns hen?. It was lu* 
Avho put papers into their ..baggage, and tla-n teh'graphe<i 
to the police at Wirbnllon. Neitlier of ihc rnen was 
dangerous as far as I could see, but our friend Evan 
believed them to be; hence be deemed them better out 
of the. way.” 

T could see that the young woman had some scruples 
reg-ardlng t!)e dirty work for wliirh slw n^reived money 
from the Ministry of the rnteri<u* in Ikdrograd* And 
surely hers was n highly daiigeiou?: profi-ssion. 

Apparently it was not desirerl that Rasputin’s arrival 
in Berlin should be known, for we were slmvvn to our 
rooms by the stout old Russlau woman, and I hoard 
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the handsome Paula speaking ou the telephone in a 
guardedjinanner. 

‘^And you will call at half-past nine to-night, eh?'’ I 
heard her ask, and presently she rang off. 

Wii ate our dinner together, the monk being very 
grac'ioiis towards his mysterious hostess ; and almost 
pimcliially at half-past nine the d<ior of the drawing-room 
opened, and there entered a rather shabbily dressed man, 
whom 1 at once recognised as Count von VVedel, the in- 
separable comj)anioii of the Kaiser, and titular head of 
the German Secret Service. With him was no less a 
jierson than the German Foreign Minister, Kiderlen- 
W'aechler. Our visitors were the two Men Ikdiind the 
Throne of Imperial Germany. Standing \^ith them was 
111 at man of kaleidoscopic make-up, the great. AzeJ 
himself. 

That meeting was indeed a dramatic one, Rasputin, 
taking bribes on every side from oihcials in Russia \vh<,> 
desired advani'cment, and from the Germans to betray 
l^ussia into the hands of the Wilhelmstra.sse, sat that 
evening in the elegant little room listening to the oou- 
ver.sation, with all the craft and cunning of iI)C Russian 
mujlk. He made but few remarks, but sat with hi.'^ 
hxinds upon his knees, his deep-set, fiery eyes glancing 
t'Very where about him, his big bejewelled cross scintil- 
lating beneath the electric light of the pretty Paula's 
vdegant, tastily furnished little room. 

Von Wedel, though dressed so shabbily, was the chief 
spokesman. KlderliTt-VVaechter, who had so cleverly 
pulled the strings of Germany’s diplomacy in the Near 
East, and had now been recalled to^ Berlin and placed 
at the helm of the Fatherland's double-dealing with the 
Pow'crs, sjK>kc little. ITc seemed to be learning much 
of the Kaiser’s duplicity. 

*^ 1 'he Emperor William, I ran tell you frankly, 
F'ather, is displeased,” von Wodcl said to Rasputin 
reprovingly- “Only by an ace has the whole of our 
arrangemenls with your hhiipross, and with yonr.self as 
our agent, been suppressed from Downing Street, And 
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that by steps lakcn by oiir fra.-iid heo*, Azi'f. 

But we arc not yet safe, i tell yuu qmU' r:an!‘. i;^ I hat, 
though you are a servaiVc of our>^ yrl \(jur haini 

O'f taking* intoxicants is tlangeiuus* Vou t ntueli 1 

If you are to succeed you nuisi assun^j a:i atinud^* of 
extreme humility combined with pu\eriv. Be a '-v i oii<I 
St, Francis of Assisi/’ added the Couni, with l5um )ur. 
*‘Yoii exLU act any part, ImitaU* a r(\'tl saini/’ 

‘"It surely i.s not throua^h a fauh <il juiiK* th-fl any 
secret has leakt-d out/’ the monk prot 

“ But it is,” the Count dc<dared SfV<‘rely. “ I ainj 
here lo-nig*lit at Iln‘ i*'rnpeior\s onlns to lell \o:i from 
him that, though h(‘ appredatt's all y<iur Iiis 

behalf, he dlsaj>pr<)V(‘s of your drunkennt^^s and your 
boastful toiigiio/’ 

“I am not bam.liull” the. monk <h‘claied. “llavs. 
you brought me here to Ihadin to reprimand in<'? If so, 
I will return at once.” 

And he rose arroganth from hi.s chair, and <'rcv>(*d 
Ills hands over his breast, piously in ihai iiltiiudv he 
assumed when unusinally angrv. 

\'k)n WcdcL saw that he was gruag too far, 

“It is not a matter of reproof, l^tit of ju'i't'aution,” 
he snld quickly. “Happily the truth Ija^ been sup- 
pressed, though a certain agi'iU of Douninii Stn-ei-a 
man known by the nickuanui uf ‘M;u*k«-v(‘rv ncariv 
asceriained the whole facts, Fortunaft'Iy f(»r us all he 
did not. But bis suspicitms are aroused, logrilict' will* 
those of Krivocdieiti,” 

“Cannot this man AFaf* — an Knglishman, I Mi]>pos<* — 
be suy>press(‘d? ” asked Ka.sputin, “If he is in Russi^i 
1 <'an crush him a.s a fly upon the windfav-pane.” 

“Ah! but he is not in Rus.sia,” replied the Count, 
is a very elusive p(M'son* and one who tricks us 
(‘Very time. ‘Mac tiur Spyd a.s they <'jdl him at Wliilf*- 
hall, is the fir.st secret agent in Ihirope-— iu‘.s:t, of cours<s 
lu our dear Steinhaiu^r,” 

“T disagree,” interrupted tlu* Foreign Secretaryv 
“The man Mac is marvellous. He wa.s in C'on.stantinopJc 
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and in Bucharest recently, and he learned secrets of 
our FCmlrassy and Legation which I believed to be sacred, 
lie c\'en got hold of our diplomatic telegraph code 
a week after it had been changed. No, the English 
Mac is the most astute secret agent in Europe, depend 
iipo-n it 

Paula tCereicha sat listening to the conversation, but 
without making any remark. J noticed that Azof seemed 
\ery uneasy at her presence, and presently sent hci 
from the roenn to ask for a telephone call. The instant 
she had gone he exclaimed in a low voi<'e, : 

“U is a pity to iiave. spoken before. Paula! Sht; 
knows too much. One <lay, when it suits hci\ she may 
n'weal something* un()leasant concerning us.” 

“ But you made, the appointment here, at her house ! ” 
?viderlen-\Vaeehter protested. 

“Of course', because it is the safest meeting-place, 
hut I did not know that matters w’cre to be frc’oly 
discussed before her.” 

""'rhen you do not trust the woman?” remarked 
Rasputin. You are like myself, I never trust women,” 
and he grinned. ‘‘Shall we drop our converbation when 
she returns? ” 

Axcf refleotcd for a few moments. 

“No,” h<* said. ““She knows most of the details of 
the aiTair. 'rhere i.s no rt'ason why she should not know 
tht: rest. Beside*, s, I may require her to assist me,” 

In the discussion which ensued 1 gathered that Rns- 
j)Utin and Azef had resolved, w'ith the ocamivanec and 
at the instigation of the Cierman Foreign Ollice, to 
assasslnat(‘, a certain well-known British member of 
I^trliann: nt; who had been in Russia and had learned, 
through the British sccn‘t agent Mar, the betrayal oi 
Russia into the hands of the. Wllhelm.sf rassc. It was 
believed that this Englishman — wJiom Rasputin had nick- 
named “ Krlvochein,” .so that in correspondence his 
identity should not he. revealed — would place certain facts 
before the Briti.sh (government to the detriment of the 
plans of the pro-German party in Russia. 
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or the artiial identity of the unfortunate incmhor of 
rarliament whom \zv\' and Raspulin lia<i marked clown 
avS their victim I could not learn. Xo dt niht Ihnila knew 
who “ Krivochcin was. And it was. ('crtnin also lhat 
both von Wodel and the Germati. Foreii^'n Secretary \\c're 
l^rivy to thci plot. 

Apparently the Hmprcs.s had bctni informed of llie 
danger, and knew c>f the steps <hc i't>n.spirators were 
taking*. Indeed, Rasj>iitin (k‘olared ; 

‘'Alexandra Feodonjvna is very anxious as to flu* 
future. She has had a violent quarrel with Xiehohis 
regarding* his refusal to dismiss Slu-giuvitof. “ 

must be dismissed,’' declared von U'edel. “The 
Ftnperor William insists upon if. Knch hour he remains 
in oftieo he bevomes more <Iangvr<ms/' 

am already enginc'cring* disagrc’cmonts in lh<‘ 
Duma/' the monk replied. “If he cloes noi fall by 
them, then he will g<i naturally, frn* h<* is not a piiyjper 
hypm^tised by the wi.Oies of Tsarskot^-Selo, as are so 
many of our Ministers. The Tsar, wh<i so quickly tak<*s 
offence nowadays, prefers flunkeys to Ministca*s wliose 
personality is too marked. Besides, we have the; W'oman 
[lh<^ Kmpre.ss] ever on our side. N'o, .Shcglovitof's luair 
has c'ome.’^ 

The meeting lasted nearly three* hour.s, until at last 
Azof and the two German oflicials left, and Rasputin 
went to hi.s room, where he r<m.sume<i half a Ixutle of 
brandy. Meanwhile 1 sal chatting with .Ma<lemoiscUv* 
Paula until it was time to retina 

Xext day, In consequonc-e of a telephone message, I 
left with Rasputin f<jr T^aris, wiu‘rn we, pul up at tlu‘ 
Grand TTotel, being* *eis5to<l on the day following* our 
arrival by Azof, who, dressed differently, I would cer- 
tainly have passed in the .street unrecognised, 'f'he two 
scoundrels retired to Rasputinks room, they n*- 

mained for half an hour, and then we all threi* went 
forth into the sunshine of the boulevard. 

"It is about his time to pass," the. notorious spy 
remarked to the nu^nk, who, by the way, wore an 
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ordinary suit of tweeds and a soft fell hat, ‘‘Let us 
sit here-^uL the Grand Cate/’ 

In consequence we took seats at one of the little tables 
on the Ic.rrasse and ordered “bocks,” 

L resen tly, as wc watched the stream of passers-by, 
Azof raised the newspaper he had been pretending to 
read, so concealing his face, and whispered : 

“Here he is! That is our friend Ivrivochein I ” 

[ loukecl and wsaw a woli-dressc<i, quiet-looking English 
gentleman passing along \wth his wife, who hud appar- 
ently ]>een shopjjing. Little did he dream that the 
eyes of the two most evil men in Europe were upon 
him. 

“He leaves lo-night on his return to London,” re- 
marked Azof, when five minutes later wc rose and returned 
to the hotel. 

That same afternoon Rasputin, who declareid that he 
had n had headache, sent me to an English chemist’s in 
the. Avenue dc I’Opera for a bottle of tabloids of aspirin. 
I was rather surprised, for he never look drugs. When 
1 gave him the little bottle he drew out the plug of 
cotton-wool and extracted a tabloid, which he put upon 
his dressing-table, afterwards replacing the wool. 

About six o'clock a lady was announced, and when 
she was shown up to” our sitting-room I found to my 
surprise that it was Paula Kcrcicha. 

Rasputin was out with Azef, so Paula declared that 
vShe wf)uld wail till iheir return. 

“I am staying at the lldlol Chatham, and have to 
go to London to-morrow,” she told me, “Krivochoin 
has left the Chatliam with his wife, and I am to follow.” 

“The I<''athcr and Azof have gone round to tin* 
Chatham,” I said. “They are evidently hoping to fmd 
you there.” 

“Ab ! Then T will return and .see if they aredhere,” 
she vSaid, and, rising, she left. 

1 did not see her again. She went to Londott next 
day, according to Azof’s instructions, and ns a V'ronch 
governess took a room in that quiet hotel near Victoria 
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Slalioii— Iho room wliercin she was afterwards found 
dead. 

At the>time I had no* kno\vlcd£ve of the trai^cdy, hut 
later on 1 learned from Rasputin's own lips, while in one ol 
his drunken, boastful moods, how he had introduced into 
the bottle of aspirin a singflc tabloid of oiu* of Ikulinav oa ' s 
secret poisons, made up to resemble (^xru'tly tlie other 
tabloids. With Aze.f he had to the 116tel Chatham 

on purpose to extract from lior dress in^C.--oa.se her own 
bottle of aspirin — which she had purchasedon tla‘ ]>nA-iou.s 
day from the same chemist in the Avenue dc TOpeja — 
and replace it by the one containing* the fatal dosr. 

The latter she had swallowed in ii^’iioraiu'c l^ecause. 
of a headache, death ensuing* in a few secon<is, and 
the post-mortem revealed notliin^. 

Ah I my dear Feodor, that girl knew far too muu'h I 
Besides, we discovered that, though she bad been sent 
by our friend A^cf to assist two of our friends to bring 
' Krivocheinks * career to a sudden end, slie. had actually 
warned him, so that he has succeeded in est'aping to 
America to avoid us I 


CHAPTER Vn 

SCAKDAL AXn HLAcn'^Air; 

As the power of the monk Rasputin increased, so also 
mv own social position hct^anie advanc<‘d, until ns the 
“ saint \s'’ ronfidenlial secretary, and therefore as one 
who had his car, T Ivecamc on friendly terms with half 
the nobility of PetrogTad, 

The pious fraud declared to true believers, ''If you 
do not heed me, then God will abandon you,*' 

Leading as he was, freelv and openly, a life of 
shameless debauchery, wholesale blackmail and political 
intrigue, it is marvellous bow his power became so un- 
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limited. To those who disbelieved in his doctrine or 
in Ills tSvinit)’, he simply smiled evilly, and said: “If 
you fail lo do my bidding you will be punished by 
my friemek/' 

Such \Mirning was sullicient. Everyone knew that 
Rasputin's power was already, in 1912, greater than 
that of the* Tsar Nicholas himself, i>ay after day 
ainbUious men called at the houst^ in the (iorokhovaya, 
lo which \vc had now moved, all of them anxious for 
ministerial and clerical appointmenis, which he obtained 
tor them at prices fixed by himself. The liighest in the 
land b<uved before the rascal, while any man who dared 
to bt‘little him, or attempt to thwart his evil designs, 
was at once removed from oftice. I'hrough Madame 
\'vrubova, wlio received her share of the spoils' and 
acted up<m the Kmpres's, Rasputin reigned as Tsar, 
the Enif>eror dcfmg little but sign his name to documents 
placed before Iilm, 

Thus Russia was compelled to w^itness a regular pro- 
cession of officials whom the “man of God” appointed, 
in accordance with value received. Even Goremykin was 
compelled to bow before the mystic humbug. Rasputin 
fur five years caused to be appointed or dismissed all 
tlie bishops, and woe betide any person who attempted 
to imerfero with his power. 

The Archbishop Thcophanus, full of remorse at having 
lent a hel7>ing hand to the scoundrel, tried 10 overthrow 
him by publicly denouncing his evil practices, wliilc the 
Bishop 1 1 ermogenes, who knew of the monk's past, 
att<‘mpted to reveal it. In an instant the vengeance of 
Rasputin fell upon them, Thcophanus being slent to 
TixdnZy and Hermogenes confined to a monastery. Heli- 
dor was hunted by the police and sought asylum abroad ; 
while a man named Grinc-vitch, who had also known 
Rasputin long ago at Pokrovsky, w^as invited to dinner 
bv the monlc one night, and next morning was found 
dead in his bed ; while another was arrested by the police 
on a false charge of conspiracy, and sent to prison for 
ten years, though perfectly innocent. 
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Ras[>iitin\s <)\'crbcra*iii^' kin-w no hoainck. 

Now liuit he was l-iic power hchirici the "riiKont;, he 
(.'ompeilcd all lo bow tu him, the edu<:aied a.‘* oil <is the 
peasantry. C)n entering' a house, whether that r»l prince 
(u' peasant, he would invariably kiss the youn;>* and 
pretty women, while tie would turn Ills hark upon and 
refuse even to speak with tht>sc wlio were uhliT. 

Our new hrjusc was larger and mon^ lu\ui ions' than 
the old cnie. Rut it also had tiie false hairpin mu: in tlu^ 
study, w'hieii was sufiposed by the “saint's" dui>es to 
be a i>rivat(i w-iro to the uaLire of dhsansLor-Srlft ! ddte 
house had been furnished tmtlrely at the <S'spt‘ns(‘ <•( the 
i^mpress, with valuable Rast<'ni c'arpets, line luiiuture, 
tasteful hangings <‘»f silk, beautiful pu.-tures, aut<»gniph#‘d 
portraits of their Maje>1io«J, and, td course, ikons of all 
sorts and .si>ii's lo imj)res.s the pious. 

An eKamplc of the rogue's impudetu'e nr<'urred an 
T'.ristcr Day in T 0 f: 2 . We were breakfast ing with 
Mndame V'yrubtwa’s sister at her jinst <'»rf tlie 

Nevski. With us was Ihiris Stfinner and two niiruir 
olTicials of the Court, and wo w<u‘c awaiting coming" 
•of .the Tsarilzaks favourite L'uly in waiting. 

At last she arrived fiami 'i'sarskoc^-S'tdo fM^aring a 
parcel for Grichka, whifdi slu* g‘ave him inerriKx saying: 

“The Kmpress has made this for y<m with her own 
hands. vSIu; spent parr of last night in iinishing it for 
you, so that you shouhl have it as an Ikisler pn^sent.'’ 

The “saint *’ c'ut llu* string and w'itJulrew u blue silk 
<sxtt of the kind he wa-: in tln^ habit of wearing, in the 
Russian style, ova-r loo.sc trcaisers and high bools of 
puttml leather. 

“Alirc wishes you lc> \v<‘ur it lo-dav/' ^^ndarne Vvru- 
bova w’ent on, “after you have taken (loly t'ommnnion.“ 

Rasputin, with .t cnsap|K>inti:d look, cast it and its 
pajier upon Hie floor, and said: 

“Now lot tis have bnejkfast/" and promptly began 
1<j eat with his lingers, as he always did, in order lo 
show his conltmipt for the more refined manners of 
those about him. 
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A few weeks after this incident there occurred Ihe 
Ganskaa affair, which was a most disgraceful transaction, 
and which was very carefully hushed up. Though there 
wore many rumours in Petrograd concerning it, I am 
able to place the whole of the astounding facts on record 
liore fur the first lime. 

Rasputin, tiring of his lascivious pleasures, also 
became bored by those who called in order to enlist his 
iniluenoe in their cause for monetary consideration. Hence 
he surrounded liimself with a trio of expert swindlers. 
'J'hey consisted of a certain adventurous prince named 
(lorianofl, a man named wStriaptchef — who had been his 
companion in his early horse-stealing days in his native 
jk)krovsky — and a notorious woman named Sabler. These 
precious persons constituted a sort of bodyguard, and 
they first interviewed any petitioner, fixed the amount 
of the gift proposed to the “holy man” for the exercise 
of his influence, and carried out the “deal.” 

If a wealthy man desired a Government appointment; 
if an undcr-secTCtary desired a portfolio; if a wife desired 
her husband’s advancement or his appointment to an 
cjIHcc at Court; if a father desired a lucrative job for his 
profligate son ; or if a rich man, who vras being w^atched 
by the police because of some, crime, he had committed, 
A\'is'hed to escape scotTree, then they inierview^ed the 
elegant Prince Gorianoff at his house in the Zachariev- 
skaya. ThI.s individual, whom the police of Europe know 
as a Continental swindler, would quickly gauge the 
pc,thioner\s means, and screw from him every rouble 
possible before putting the matter before the caster out 
of devils. 

One day, as I .sat alone at lunch with Rasputin, 
the prince called, and sitting down at the table un- 
ceremoniously declared : 

have done a very good strolce of business this 
morning, my dear Gregory. You have probably heard 
of Ganskau of Tver.” 

*'The great banker, eh?” 

“The same. He is one of the wealthiest men in 
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Russia. He wants something', and he can afford to pay, 
thoug^h he seems very close-listed at present/’*' 

“What does he want?'’ growled the monk* 

The scoundrel who bore the title of prince made a 
grimace, and said : 

“He wants to put a suggestion before you. Ho 
refuses to tell me what it is — except that it is very 
urgent and brooks no delay. I told him that he would 
have to pay five thousand roubles if he desired to have 
an interview — and he has paid it. Here is the money 1 ” 
And he drew from his pocket a bundle of banknotes. 

“But, my dear Peter/’ exclaiined the pious fraud, 
“I have no time to barter with these people. 1 cannot 
see him/' 

“Take my advice, Gregory, and listen to what he 
has to say," replied the adventurer, who had lived all 
his life on his wits in London, Paris and Rome — and had 
lived well too. “If I am not mistaken he will tell you 
a strange thing, and if you get it down in writing — in 
writing, remember — that letter will be u'orth a very large 
sum of money in the near future. As I have said — he 
wants something urgently — and he must be made to pay,” 

“Very well,” Rasputin replied grudgingly. “1 will 
see him — at four o’clock this afternoon. Feodor,” he, 
added, turning to me, “make a note that 1 see this 
banker man/’ 

At four o’clock punctually a fine car drew up, and 
a stout, overdressed, fiiU-bcardcd man alighted and was 
shown into the room where I awaited him with the 
prince. 

“Ah I ” cried the latter, welcoming him warmly. “You 
had my message over the telephone. I have, after great 
difficulty, induced the holy Father to consent to see you. 
He is due at Tsarskoe-Sdo, but be has just telephoned 
to the Empress that he is delayed. And the delay fs 
in order to hear you,” 

“I am sure I am most grateful, Prince,” declared 
the banker, who seemed very pale and much agitated. 
His wealth was proverbial in Russia, and even in banking 
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crcles in Paris and London. His brother was one of 
th; secretaries of the Russian ILmbassy in Paris. 

With due ceremony, after the banker had removed 
his lig'iit overcoat, I conducted him into the monk’s 
pretence. 

As Ganskau bowed towards the mysterious influence 
behind the Imperial Throne, 1 saw the quick, inquisitive 
hawks g-lance which Rasputin cfavc him. Then I turned 
and, dosing* the door, left the pair together, and returned 
to whtre the prince was waiting. Gorianoff was a clever 
and urscrupulous scoundrel of exquisite manners and 
most piausil)le tongutx It was for that reason that the 
holy Father employed him. 

As he leaned back in a padded arm-chair, smoking 
lazily while he awaitc<l his victim’.s reappearance, he 
laughed merrily and whispered to me that the rich man 
from Tver would, “if properly handled,” prove a gold 
mine. 

“Mind, Fdodor — be careful to. impress upon the 
Father to obtain something incriminating from the banker 
in writing. He is hard pressed, I know, arid in order U> 
save himself he will commit any folly.” 

“Men who arc pushed into a corner seldom pause 
to think, I remarked. 

“ If the police arc upon them, as I know they are in 
this case, then no time is afforded for roficotion.” 

^ By the prince’s manner I knew that he felt cuniidcnl 
of making big profits. The great Ganskau, the Roth- 
schild of Russia, desired Gregory’s aid, and Gregory 
would assist him — at a price. While we were talking 
Madame Vyrubova rang on the telephone to inquire if 
Rasputin had left for Tsarskoe-Selo. 

I replied in the negative, whereupon she said: “Tell 
him not to come to-night. The Emperor has quarrelled 
with Alix, and it will be best for him to be absent. 
The boy [meaning the litth? Tsarevitch] will be taken 
ill in the night, and then he can come to-morrow and 
heal Vim.” 

1 understood. The woman Vyrubova, so trusted by 
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the Tsaritza, was about to administer another dose of 
that baneful drug- to the poor invalid boy — a dr'ng whcli 
would produce partial paralysis, combined with s>mpt.>ms 
which puzzled every physician called to see him. 

ft was not until nearly half an hour later that 
Rasputin opened the door of his room, and, cressing 
himself piousi}'-, laid his hands upon his breas and 
dismissed his petitioner. 

*‘Yoiir desire shall be granted,” ' he said in final 
farewell. “But you must write me the reason \oi desire 
my assistance. I always insist upon that in ever'^ <'ase.” 

“But — well, it is not nice to confess,^' declared the 
desperate man, pausing on the threshold of the room. 

“ Probably not. But you do confess to .me, an<l 
surely you can trust me, a servant of Heaven, with 
your secret? If nor, please do not rely upon Hregtiry 
Rasputin,” he added proudly. 

For a second the victim hesitated. Then he saiil in 
a low, hard voice: “I will do as you wish — well knowing 
that you will keep the truth a secret.” 

Rasputin, his hands still crossed upon his breast, 
bowed stiffly, and the banker, recognising us standing 
at the end of the passage, walked towards us. 

As soon as he had left the ho-use, Rasputin call<‘d 
us, and throwing himself into a chair became unduly 
hilarious. 

“Really, Peter, you arc extremely clever!” he de- 
clared. “W^herc you find these people I do not know. 
You said you had done a good stroke of business, but 
J did not believe you. Yet now 1 .sec that the banker’s 
millions of roubles are entirely at our disposal. \Vc 
must be diplomatic — that is all ! ” 

“Why does he require your influence?” inquired 
the prince. 

“ In o-rder to extricate himself from a very dangerous 
position. At any momt^it he may be arrested for 
murder ! ” 

“For murder!” Gorianoffl echoed. ‘‘Is he guilty 
of murder?” 
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“Yes. He Jias confessed the truth to me as a lather 
curfessor. JSow nc has pi unused lo put his conlcssion 
down ill black and wnite.’^ 

in. an iiistant 1 saw the trend of Rasputin’s evil 
thoughts. Jiy the wrilten coniessiuu he would, through 
his pniiLely friend, be able . to extort money without 
hinii. 

“Of what is he in fear?” asked the prince eagerly. 
“Of arrest for the murder of a young* Rrench girl, 
Klise Allain, who had been singing at the BoulTcs in 
Moscow,” Rasi>utin replied. “ i-ie has just told me how 
he c<immitted the crime three memths ago, in order to 
rid himself of her, and escaped to Brussels believing 
that the police would never be able to establish his 
guilt. On his return to Tver three days ago, however, 
he found that the police had been making active inquiries, 
having discovered in one of the dead girl's trunks that 
had been left at the station cloak-room in Wai'saw, certain 
letters from him. Indeed, he has received a visit from 
the Chief of Police at Tver, who closely questioned him.’' 
“Ah ! Then he may be arre.stcd at any moment — eh? ’* 
“That is what he anticipates,” said the monk. “Ho 
iias gone to his hotel lo write liis confession, and will 
return here in an hour with a banker’s draft for one 
hundred thousand roubles.” 

Did 1 not say that I liad been doing some good 
business, Cregory?” asked his iriend, 

“Yes — and it will prove bettor business later — you 
will see.” 

At Rrispulin's orders 1 went round 1o Malinovsky, 
Assistant Director of Police, who- at tlie monk's request 
telephoned lo Tver to incjuirc what suspicions there were, 
against the banker Ganskaii. ’When Malinov.sky returned 
to vvh(‘rc I was sitting, he told me that the reply of the 
Chief of Police of I'vcr was to lht‘ efi'cct that tliere 
wa.s no doubt that (hinskaii was guilty of a very brutal 
murder, commit I <‘d in most nn'steriuus ciroumsiances. 
The banker’s wife, with whom he lived on very dis- 
agreeable terms, had discovered a letter from the girl 
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Klise, and duly handed it to the police out of revenue, 
'riiis led them to find the box at Warsaw wlierfan wrn,* 
other letters, one of which forbade her to come It) Russia 
and tiireatening her with violence if she disobeyed. 

I returned at once to the Ciorokhovaya, where the 
monk and the prince sat with a bottle of ('haxnpa^aie 
between them, and gsve them the messag-e. 

A quarter of an hour later the banker returned ex- 
citedly, and was ushered in to Rasputin, who saw him 
aione. They remained together fur about ten minutes, 
and then the victim departed. 

At once the monk came to us, waving in one hand 
Ganskau’s confession of guilty and in the other a draft 
on the Azov Bank for one hundred thousand roubles. 

*'1 suppose we had better pretend to do something — 
eh, Peter? asked the monk, with an evil grin. 

**Of course,” was the reply. 

Then I sat down, and at the ‘'holy man’s” clietation 
wrote to the Minister of the Interior as follows*: 

‘•'There >is a charge of muider against Nicholas Gansknu, 
banker, of Tver. I wish to see all documents concerning the 
crime. ^Orders must be given not to arrest the assassin for 
one month, and that due notice be given me before any 
-action is taken.” 

To this the monk .scrawled his illiterate signattirc. 

From that moment the unfui'tunatc banker was irr<‘- 
trievably in Rasputin’s hands, and I saw much of liis 
dealings with him. Pretending to leave everything with 
his friend Prince GorianofT, he refused to see the guilty 
man again. In the meantime the prince, whom I accom"- 
panied as the monk’s secretary, ^vent to Tver three 
weeks after the first transaction, and we saw tJic victim 
in secret. Gorlanoff told him that, although the monk 
had been able to prevent his arrest, the police were not 
satisfied, and pressure was being placed upon them by 
one of his enemies in high places. 

This, of course, greatly alarmed him. 

”A11 is unfortunately due to your wife! ” the prince 
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remarked, “ It Is a pity you have not made peace wiih hor. 
It was sKe who took one of the g-irl's letters to the police, " 
The banlu'r started up as though elect rilied. 

“iSl}’ wife!’’ he g-asped. it her doing*?'' 

'‘jMost certainly," was the prince's cool reply, 
^M^'codor knows it. He had ii from the. Chief of Police 
of thi^s ('hy himself." 

I oonlirmcd my companion's statement, vvliile the 
banker, terror and despair written upon his pale features, 
stood staring like, one who* saw d<‘.ath before him. 

“My wife left me a fortnight ago!" he stamnu red. 
“1'hat is why. Shi* exjiectcd me to be arrested, VVliril 
can 1 do? I low can you help me? W'ho is tliis enetus 
in a high position who is determined upon my arrest?" 

"The holy f^hillu'r alone knows; I do not," dechiricl 
the prince very seriously, ‘Mt i,s somebody at Court — 
somi'hody who i.s a friend of his and who let the fa<'t. 
drop in the cotirse of eonversolion. I regret it, but I 
may a.s w»‘.ll tell you that your arrest is immincMii." 

"But what can 1 do- to avoid the scandal?" cried the 
murderer in despair. 

Well — the only way is to propitiate your unknou n 
enemy," repli<*d the prince insinuatingly. 

"L gave the. Father a hundred thoii.sand roubles," 
he remar kcfi. 

“TriH*; and the Father used his innuenci' so- that 
thr; incjuirit\s wer^': dropped, ITe had no kno\vh*dg’c of 
the fat't that you had such a biller and relent h‘ss enemy 
in the higher C'ourt circle.'^ 

“Nor had 1. T wonder who it can bo— except, per- 
haps, Boyudko, with uhom I once had some financial 
<iea)ings over which we. quarrelli^d,” 

As a matter of fact, tb<‘ unknown enemy only I'xisled 
in Kasnutin's fertile imagination. 

“Well, a.s I have said, the Father may find means 
of propitiating the. payment* is a liberal one," 

said r;t>rianon\ "f suggest that, you return with us to 
Fetrograd at once, and X will endeavour to accomplish 
something." 



no , THE MINISTER OF EVIL 

Eagferly he acted upon the adventurer’s advice. During' 
the journey the banker was nervous iest at any Inomcnt 
the police might lay hands upon him. At each station 
the sight of a grey unifoi'm caused him to hold hLs 
breath. Thus to work upon his nerves was pan ol 
the prince’s game, for he well knew that the more 
terrified Ganskau became, the greater amount of money 
he would be prepared to pay. 

Back in PcLrograd he bcg'ged of Rasputin to receive 
him, and the monk, after two refusals on the plea that 
he was too busy, at last oonsenled ungrnciously. 

The result of that interview wixa that Nicholas 
Ganskau disgorged a further hundred thousand roubles 
for the bribing of an enemy who did not exist ! 

After the banker had left, Rasputin, full of satis- 
faction as he held the draft for the amount in his dirty 
paw, dictated to me another letter addressed to the 
Alinister of the Interior, which read : 

Ris Majesty the Emperor, having full knowledge of the 
charge of in>iirdcr made against Nicholas Ganskau of Tver, 
orders that the inquiries concerning the case be abandoned 
and tiLat the person suspected be not further molested.'^ 

This was duly signed by the monk and delivered by 
mo at the Ministry an hour later. 

Such orders Rasputin frequently gave in the name 
of His Majesty, who, even if ho knew of them, never 
questioned them. 

This, however, did not end the affair, for twelve 
months afterwards Ganskau, who, scot-free, had taken 
up his residence in the Avenue Villicrs, in Paris, where 
he was leading a very gay life, received an unexpected 
visit from Prince Gorianoff, who, making pretence that 
he had severed his friendship with Rasputin, hinted that 
as the monk hold in his possession the written con- 
fession of his crime, it might be worth white to obtain 
and destroy it. - 

This suggestion Ganskau at once welcomed, thanking 
jthe prince for bis kindly intervention. 
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'I'hrti [hi\ L'lUcr made a remark which in itself showed 
how exiiii't a blackmailer he was. 

‘'You see, as the girl Elise w’-as a French subject, 
if the I'Vench police over got hold of the truth it would 
go very badly with you,” he declared. 

The l>ank(‘r's face went pale ns death. 

“I never thought of that!” he gasped. ‘‘Yes, I 
must get. that confession at all hazards,” he cried, 

t am prepared to assist you,” said the scoundrel 
coolly. ”Of (‘ourse to obtain it from such a man as 
Rasputin presents many diniculties. He will never part 
Nvith it willingly.” 

'‘d'hen how shall wo get it?” 

“ It mu.st he stolen.” 

'idu* I’)nnkor remained silent for a few moments. 

“ \’ou sec,” ^venl on the prince, “one can never tell 
into whose hands may fall that coIlccLioa of con-* 
fessions w'hich lh(i I'^aUier has extracted from tho-se who 
are guiliy.*’ 

”And you think you can obtain it for mo?” asked 
the hank<T. 

“ f nm still friendly with many of Rasputinas friends* 
K, is merely a matter of payment — another hundred' 
thousand rotibles, and surely it is worth h.” 

"fhe banlcer, .seeing himself in great danger should’ 
either Rasputin or his visitor turn against him, at length 
t'onsented, and before Gorlanoff left he had in his pocket 
a draft upon the C'redit Lyonnais for the sum mentioned-* 
The. assassin had at first made it a condition that thcr' 
e(mf«‘ssioai should he handed to him before he paid, 
hut the prince pointed out that the money was re- 
quired for bribery, and would have to be paid before 
the confession could l>e extracted from Rasputin’s 
saf<‘- 

Nccdlcss to .say, the banker never received back 
written confession of his crime, and so constant 
the strain of his guilty conscience and his hourly dread 
of arrest and capital punishment, that a year later he* 
shot him.self at an hotel in Plymouth. 
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Another illustration of the monk’s greed ^and un- 
scrupulousness was the Viollc affair. 

Monsieur Felix Viollc, a Frenchman who had become 
a naturalised Russian, and who carried on business as a 
wholesale furrier in the Nevski in Petrograd, had a very 
pretty young wife. One day, at one of the weekly 
reunions of the sister-disciples, this young woman was 
broug*ht by Madame Vyrubova’s sister, she having ex- 
pressed her desire to enter Rasputin’s cult. There were 
present on that occasion about thirty other women, 
mostly young and good-looking, and ncarl}^ all of the 
liighest society in Petrograd. The youngest present was 
about seventeen, the daughter of a certain countess who 
was one of Rasputin’s most attached devotees. 

After Madame Viollc had been initialed into the 
secrets of the erotic sect, the whole party sat down to 
tea, when a photograph was taken by one of the ladies, 
which showed Madame Viollc seated by the ‘‘holy 
Father. 

Rasputin, from that day, took a great deal of interest 
In the furrier’s wife. He introduced her to Anna Vyru- 
bova, who presented her to the Empress. Hence, from 
being a tradesman’s wife, Olga Viollc, within a fortnight, 
had entered the vicious Court circle which revolved around 
Alexandra Feodorovnn, and which was rapidly conspiring 
to betray Russia Into the hands of the Germans. 

Madame Viollc told her husband nothing of her social 
advancement. The furrier was in a large way of business, 
a man of means who liked to see his wife well dressed; 
therefore she was able to cut an elegant fig'urc at Court, 
She accounted for her absences from home by the fact 
that she frequently visited a married sister living about 
twenty miles outside Petrograd. 

Under the evil hypnotic influence of Rasputin, the 
smart little woman, who often called at the house and 
whom I sometimes met at the palace, wavS quickly 
transformed from a steady tradesman’s wife into a giddy, 
pleasure-loving and intriguing degenerate, perhaps even 
more vicious than the rest. Indeed, it was this very 
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fact wliich caused the Empress to look upon her with 
favour, i* Thus she soon had the run of the private 
apartments, and became upon friendly terms with both 
SlLirmer and Fredericks. 

'This went on for some months, and even at the 
Imperial Court, where nobt)dy was over-squeamish, the 
conduct of little Madame Viollc — who came from nowhere 
and whose past was quite obscure except to Rasputin, 
Madame Vyrubova, her sister and myself — was looked 
upon somewhat askance. 

Violle, who was most devoted to Jiis extremely pretty 
uife, one, day liad a sudden shock. By some means a 
ckjpy of the pliotograph of the sister- disciples went astray 
in the post. A photographer obtained possession of it 
and prompt iy made some picture post-cards, which were 
quickly upon the market, much to Rasputin's chagrin, 
Someliody, recognising' Madame Viollc in the picture, 
.sent one anonymously to her husband. The result was 
a tcTri])le domestic scene. 

Madame Olga came to Rasputin in great distress, 
and in niv prc.sencc, falling upon her knees before him, 
in tears, kissed his unwashed hands and begged him 
to advise her. 

'‘Your precious husband has made a fool of himself,” 
monk remarked grimly. ^^Lct him take warning 
lest (Gregory Rasputin lift bis hand against him. Return 
home, and tell him that from me.” 

That was all the advice he would give her. He w’as 
full of ang'cr that the woman who liad taken the picture 
sliould have been so negligent as to allow a copy to 
fall into the hands of others. Always elusive, he hatc<l 
to be phtdographccl, as he feared that it might constitute 
evldem^', against him. 

The pretty woman, still much agitated, went out, 
and tiK)k train to Tsarskoc-Sclo, where she had audience 
of Her Majesty, who, in turn, urged her to defy her 
husband. 

Moonwhile the latter was going about Polrograd in 
a state of fury at discovering that hi.s wife was one of 
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the monk’s follo-wers. But he was not the first furious 
husband who had had cause lo hate the hypnotio peasant. 
The man Striaptchef and the woman Sablcr, who con- 
stituted Rasputin’s bodygruard, a.ssisted by Prince 
Gorianoff, quickly heard of the furrier’s angler and told 
the monk. Therefore it was not with any decree of 
surprise that, when a ring came at the door late that 
same night, I found myself face tO' face witli th<* 
wronged husband. 

wish lo see the Father,” he said quite coolly. 

“I regret that he is out,” was my prompt reply. 

‘‘You lie!” he shouted. “He is at home. This 
house has been watched ever since six o’clock, when he 
returned. I will see him, and you dare not stop me.” 

Then, ere I was aware of it, he seized me by llic 
throat, hurled me back into the entrance-hall, and before 
I could prevent him marched straight to Rasputin’s 
room. 

I dashed after him, hearing the monk’s shouts for 
assistance, and on entering found the “holy man” lying 
on the floor and the infuriated Violle lashing him with a 
short whip he carried. The scene was a dramatic 
one. The scoundrel wa.s shrieking’ with pain, and in 
endeavouring to avoid the blows .succeeded in rising*, but 
a.s he did so the furrier admini.stercd another sound 
whack, which sent the Empress’s pet “.saint” skipping 
across the room howling. 

“You dog of a mock monk!” cried the furrier, 
“Take that! — and that ! — and that I 

So beside hims<df with anger was he that I believe ho 
would have beaten Rasputin to death had not Striaptchef 
da.shed in, and together we .succeoded in dragging the 
angry man off and turning' him out of the house. 

As soon as the “saint” Iiad rec'ovcrcd from the frnca^^ 
he gave vent to a volley of fearful f^aths, cm sing the 
pretty woman who had been the cause of the assault. 

“She shall he kicked out. 1 will .see that she goes 
tf> the palace no more,” he declarc<l. “If a woman can- 
not manage her husband then she is dangcrou.s\ And 
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Otg-a Violle has proved herself to be dangerous, 1 will 
see that* Alix dismisses her to-morrow. And all on 
account of that thricc-accurscd, picture-making. To think 
that 1 — the Saviour of Russia, .sent to these people by 
the Almighty — should be whipped like a dug I 

He strode up and down foaming with fury. 

“The skin-dealer shall sufler ! ” he cried. “I’ll malrc 
him pay dearly for this ! ” 

Then, turning to me, he ordered me lo gO' at once to 
Manuiloff, Sliirincr’s secretary, adding : “Bring him to 
me. Tell him that it is a matter of greatest urgency.” 

I hrtd great din'iculLy iri finding* the man he had in- 
dicated, and who was one of Russia’s “dark forces.” 
He was not at his house, but by bribing the doorkeeper 
I learned that he would be found in a very questionable 
gambling-house in the vicinity, 'fhere I discovered him 
and drove him lo the Gorokhovaya. 

“Listen,” the monk said a.s* 1 ushered him in, “There 
is a furrier in the Novski named \'ioUe. Both ho and 
his wife are dangerous revolutionists and must be arrested 
at once. You understand — eh?” 

Manuiluff, the caispaw of both Stiirmcr and Rasputin, 
and who was 'i^'cll paid to do any dirty work allotted to 
him, did not quite understand. 

“You denounce him — ch? ” he asked. “There arc 
reasons, of course.” 

“Of course there are reasons, you fool, or I should 
not bring you here at this hour to tell you of the con- 
spiracy against the Throne. I inake the allegation; you 
must furnish the proofs. Do you now understand?” 
asked the “saint.’' 

“Ah, 1 see! You want some documents introduced 
into the furrier’s house incriminating both him and his 
wife? ” 

“K)vacily- And at once. They must both be arrested 
before nwn to-morrow,” Rasputin said. “I shall leave 
all the details lo you, w^elt knrnving that they will be in 
good hands^ mv dear Manuiloff, 1’ laughed Rasputin 
grimly. “One thing* is important, flicre must be no 
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loophole for cither of them to escape. The Empress wills 
it so. Both must he sent to Schlusselburg. Tell His 
Excellency so from me. We want no trial or attempt at 
scandal. The pair are dang'erous — dangerous to us. 
Now do you understand? 

Manuiloffj who had forged incriminating documents 
many times, and who had a dozen underlings who as.sistcd 
him in these nefarious deeds, understood perfectly. He 
was paid to act as his two chiefs directed, and dozen; 
of innocent persons were rotting in prison at that moment 
because they had fallen beneath Rasputin’s displeasure. 

So it was that by noon next day both ^"iollc and his 
pretty wife — who had only the day before^ been a close 
friend of the Tsaidtza — were on their way to Srhliissel- 
burg as‘dangerous to the State. 

Truly, the monk had neither scruples nor honesty, 
neither compunction nor pity ; for the w'oman who was 
Ihs favourite he had turned upon and sent to that grim 
island fortress, where in one of those terrible oubliettes 
below the level of the lake her death look place eight 
months later. 


CHAPTER VIII 

RASPUTJK THE ACTUAL TSAR 


Tiir. tragi-comedy of Tsarskoe-Sclo was being played 
with incrca.sing vigour just prior to the war. Berlin, 
through Rasputin, piped the tunc to which the Imperial 
Court was dancing — the Dance of Death ! 

One night, after Rasputin had dined with Madaim* 
, Vyrubova and myself, (Jcneral vSoukhomlinoff, Minister of 
War, entered, swaggering in the uniform of the (Irodno 
Hus'.’ars. 

This man, who, as I write, is in a convict prison as a 
traitor, had only a week before assured the Emperor that 
the army was ready “to the last button” for a possible 
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war* and the troops devoted lo him. I happen to know- 
how maRy thousand roubles passed into his banking 
account from the Deutsche Bank in Berlin as price of 
that lie ! 

Poor weak ISiehfilas! On liie day following*, Proto- 
{XjpolT, the wily schemer and spy of (lermany, who was 
admitted tO' all the secrets of the Allies, went to* the 
hmiperor and echoed what Rasputin had declared lo His 
iMajesty, namedy, that (led was with Russia and that tlie 
Holy Spiiit approved of the righteous work accomplished 
under the g'ui<lance of Stunner and Soukhomlinoff. Truly 
the camarilla were supportings each other, and I, an on- 
Inokiu', stood amazed and astounded. All four were half- 
mad with wild dreams of the prosperity which war would 
])ring to them, for the bribes promised by Berlin were 
heavy, and Hard! and otlicr secret messengers were con- 
stantly passing* between the two capitals bearing con- 
hdontial orders from the Wilhelmstrassc, of which the 
War Minister’s assurance to the Tsar had been one- 
Hut Soukhomlinoff, whose wife was declared to be the 
most chic and exlravag-ant woman In all Petrograd, 
strcKle up and down the room that night in a fury of 
rage. 

(iregory ! " he cried. *‘An untoward incident has 
happened. Vour enemy Vorontsof Dachkofdias been at 
A\ork against you this afternoon.’* 

Curse him! How?” growled the monk, for the 
l>ieut<‘nanl-(ieneral of the Caucasus had been a personal 
friend of Alexander III. 

“I was at audience with Nicholas after luncheon, and 
lh<* count was there. After he had presented his report 
he Ixtcame familiar, and said: "Now I must talk to thee- 
Dosi thod know that, with thy Rasputin fellows, thou art 
going to thy doom, that thou art gambling away Ihy^ 
throne and the life of thy child?’’* 

*<Whcit?” gasped the monk, starting up. ‘‘Did he 
openly say that? ** 

‘‘ He did.” 

“Then the count shall be disgraced!” declared 
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Rasputin, “He has long been my enemy; but I will 
suffer this no longer.” • 

“Well, when the count spoke, Nicholas huddled him- 
self up on a settee and sobbed. ‘Oh! why did God 
confide to me this heavy task ! ' ” 

“The fool! ” laughed Rasputin, ^‘To-morrow ho shall 
see me playing with the Tsarevitch in the Park, and 
Nicholas shall be with us.” 

And indeed Rasputin carried out his plan, and the 
count saw them together. 

The monk was not blind to the fact that he was 
surrounded by enemies, all of whom were jealous of his 
power and sought his downfall. Hy bribery, blackmail, 
and the unscrupulous use of the secret police, which was 
under Protopopoff as Minister of the Interior, the 
camarilla were waxing fat, and woe betide any who dared 
utier a warning to the Emperor. 

Monsieur Gulchkoff had denounced, before the Duma 
the scandal of the sexually-perverted pcasanths presence 
at Court and prophesied the direct disaster. Kokovtsov 
had loyally warned his master of the effect upon the 
country which the low intrigues of his courtiers was 
producing- Then, when Goremykin urged the Tsar to 
prorogue the Duma, General Polivanof had the courage 
to sign an address to His Majesty urging him not to 
dO' so, as it would be a highly dangerous measure, 
Rocizlanko, too, regardless of ron.sequenrcs, took to 
Tsarskoe-Selo a full report of the accusations made in 
the Duma, and urged His Majesty to put an end to 
the outrageous scandal s. 

7'hc monk had noted all this, and had already marked 
down all his enemies for destruction. Tie well knew 
what aversion ilie Tsar ha<l to any('»nc who sphke what 
was unwelcome. Weak and vacillating, His Majesty haled 
to be told the plain truth, and for that reason he was 
.so constantly kept in the dark. Even his loval Minister,'^ 
knew that by being outspoken they would be seeking 
dismissal. Indeed, with Rasputin’s clever intriguing, 
Kokovtsov, Srj;^<mov, Kirovchein and Polivanof all paid 
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fur their sincerity by the loss of their ofhees and the 
displeasure of their Imperial master. Ag-ain, it was the 
monk who* liad contrived to dismiss iNJonsieur Trepuf, 
lor 1 actually wrote out the order, which Nicholas signed, 
dismissing- him ! And, in addition, Rodzianko, whom 
the Itmperor nicknamed “the Archdeacon because of 
his deep, impressive voice, lost the sympathy of his 
sovereign because he had prophesied evil. 

And now yet another enemy liad arisen in the person 
of Count Vorontsof Dachkof. 

“The count shall pay for this, and dearly! repeated 
Rasputin, as he sat with his brows knit, stroking his 
unkempt beard. 

- “At least he can he dismissed, just as you sent into 
disgrace Prince Orlof, the lidus Achates of the Emperor,” 
remarked Anna \\Tubova, who was handsomely dressed 
and wearing some fine diamonds. 

Rasputin gave vent to an evil laugh. ^ 

“And Witte also,” he said. Then, with his un- 
bounded egotism he rose, and -added: “Yes, Anna, 1 
am Tsar, though Nicholas bears the title ! ” 

Only on the previous night the Tsar, accompanied 
1)_\ Soukhomlino/T and Rasputin, liad dined at the mess 
of the pfiicers of the Guard, and all three, His Majesty 
in<dudcd, had bc<-om(‘ highly hilarious, and" later on 
hopelessly drunk. 

““ri'ue ! ” exclaimed the Minister of War, who had 
so misled Russia and the Tsar into a belief that all was 
pr(’i)arc.d for hostilities against Germany. “You arc the. 
most, powerful person in the land to-day. Cireg(u*v. That 
is why you must not only suppress Vorontsof Dachkof, 
but also ^'akowIoff — who is his friend, remember.” 

“Ah, Yakowleff! I had quite furgoUen, GeneraJ ! 
How foolish of me!” cried the monk, “'I'hc concession 
fiir the. gambling casino at Otchakov lias been granted 
In him, but we must have it. It will be a second Monte 
C'arlo, and a mine of wealth for us.” 

“I quiie agree, my dear Gregory. And it lies en- 
tirely with you whether wc stand in \kikowlerf’s place 
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or not,” exclaimed the woman who was the evil genius 
of the Tsaritza. 

The fact was that a rich financier, Ivan Yakowlcff, 
who had offices in Petrograd and in London, for certain 
personal services rendered to the Tsar — the buying off 
of an unwelcome female entanglement, it is said — had 
been granted a concession to establish public gaming- 
rooms at Otchakov, on the Black Sea, not far from 
Odessa, The financier, who was elderly, liacl recently 
married a young and rather pretty wife, and being a 
friend of Count Yorontsof Dachkof, was in the hap- 
piest circumstances, well knowing that a huge fortune 
awaited him, 

'‘At the moment Yakowlcff is in London, I hear, 
forming a 'syndicate to take over the concession,” the 
general rcuiarked. 

Rasputin smiled evilly, and after a pause said : 

^‘Anybody w’ho puls money into the venture will never 
see that money again, I will take care of that.” 

“Good!” laughed His Excellency the Minister, flick- 
ing some dust from the sleeve of his uniform. “We 
must have that concession for ourselves. P>ut ought not 
we to know w’hat is in progress in I^mdon — ch? Shall 
we get Protopopoff to send instructions to his agents 
in England?” 

“Mo. Something might leak out. I do not trust the 
Okhrana in London,” replied the wary woman, \’'yrub<>va, 
“Have you forgotten the Meadows affair, and htiw they 
betrayed me and very nearly caused a scandal by their 
bungling? No, if wc are to watch Yakowlcff, let us 
do it ourselves. W:hy should you not go, fi'(?odor? ” she 
suggested, suddenly turning to mc. 

“I? .To London!” I exclaimed, in no way uvi^rsc 
to tjic journey, for I had been in England on three 
occasions previously. 

“Yes,” .said Rasputin. “You shall go. Start to- 
ijiorrow. Telegraph to Madame Huguct. She will help 
you, for she is not .suspected, and all believe licr lo be 
French. Besides, she is pretty, and tljereforc usefuL” 
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^*As a decoy, you mean?” I exclaimed, 

“Of what other use is a woman?” laugfhed the 
scoundrel, whose unscrupulousness whore the fair sex 
were concerned ^^'as notorious. He rose, and, unlocking- 
a drawer, Look out a book in which were registered 
many addresses of those who were in his pay, and 
hence under his ihraldoni. 

I searched the pages eagerly and found the address, 
together with notes of certain payments. JMadamc, 1 
saw, lived in a fiat in Hurringlon Gardens, South 
Kensington. 

There and then I received instruciions ic> leave next 
day by the through cxpres.s to Ostend, seek the lady, and 
then watch the movements of the Russian, w'ho was bu.sily 
forming the Ksyndicate for the new Monte Carlo. 

**If we are to strike against him we cannot know 
too much of his doings. Besides, wlicn we do strike 
wc must not blunder — oh, General? ” laughed the monk, 
after which he opened a bottle of champagne, of which 
we all drank. 

' A week later I was in London, and one afternoon 
.called upon , Madame Huguet, who was expcclitig me. 
She was a vivacious, dark-haired young Frenchwoman, 
who had been one of the Father's sister-discipics in 
Petrograd, and whom he had sent to London upon .some 
secret mission, the purpose of which was not quite clear 
to me. She had lived for some years in London before, 
and was well known in certain go-ahead circles of society. 
Seated in her cosy, well furnished drawing-room, with 
its silken curtains and bright chintzes in the English 
I told her exactly what Rasputin and Anna had 
instrtictcd me to say. 

”Thc Father wishes you to lose no time in becoming 
^c^uainted with the financier YakowIclT,” I said. 
has offices in Old Broad Street, and he lives in Fitz}ohn*s 
Ayctsue,. Hampstead, when in Iwondoit.” 

is there now,” she said. saw something 

ahdtifc him in the papers three days ago — something 
^hcerning; A. concession for a gaming casino,” 
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I cried. “Then it is in iJie papers — eh?” 

She obtained the copy of the newspaper, and 1 
it was announced that an ‘‘ fistablishmcnl ” was abt>ut to 
be constructed at Otchakov, which was to be a formid- 
able rival to Alontc Carlo, and that jMonsicur Yakowlelf, 
of Petrograd, was the originator of the scheme. 

Fortunately Yakowleff did not know me by sight; 
therefore, while Madame HugucL set to work to scrape 
acquaintance tvith him, I spent my days wulrhing liLs 
movements when he came to his City oihee, and noting 
his constant and busy peregrinations to and fro. Cer- 
tainly his scheme was attra^ding around liim many 
inlluenlial and wealthy men, lo whom the prospect of 
huge profits proved alluring. 

He was short, stout, rather Hebrew in appearance, 
unscrupulous no doubt, or he would not have slO(^i>cd 
to do such dirty work as he did for Nicltolas; never- 
theless, he seemed highly popular in fmancial circles. He 
had left his wife in Petrograd; thcieforc the life he was 
lending was, I found, a pretty gay one. ifach day he 
lunched at the best restaurants with his business friends, 
and discussed the great Otchakov schoino, and catdi night 
ho took one of his lady friends out lO' dinner, the theatre, 
and the Savoy, Ritz or Cariton afterwards. 

■\Vithin ten days of my arrival in I.ondon 1 found 
that his guest at dinner at the Ritz one night was ll)c 
sprightly young Frenchwoman, Julie Hnguet! 

Next day she called me by telephone to Ilarringlon 
Gardens, and said : 

I discovered a good deal last night The syndicate 
is already formed. One hundred thousand pounds has 
b<?en subscribed, and next week yrnkowlcff Is leaving for 
Paris, and thence baric to Petrograd."' 

Within half an hour I had telegraphed the news to 
Box C96, Postc Rcstanfe, Petrograd, which was the otiei 
used by Rasputin. 

In reply J received from the monk a message whioK^ 
fcacl : 

** Obtain names of subscribers.’ 
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This I succeeded in doing- after some considerable 
trouble, aad they were the names of some of the shrewdest 
speculators in the City, none of them over-scrupulous, 
no doubt. To Rasputin I wired that I had the list, and 
asked for instructions, to which I received the reply : 

Excellent! Return without delay. — G rrgory.^' 

On my way back, during those many hours in the 
Nord Itxpress between Ostend and Petrograd, I reviewed 
the whole affair, and saw the sinister working of the 
monk’wS mind. That Count Vorontsof Dachkof was in 
danger I knew full well. The monk never allowed any 
person to express open enmity without retaliating quietly 
and patiently, but with a crushing blow. 

I wondered what was being planned between the 
Ministers of War and Interior. No doubt the Empress 
had been informed of what the count had told the 
Emperor, and she would at once conspire with the holy 
Father to cast him into social oblivion — or wor.se ! 

That the cupidity of Rasputin knew no bounds I was 
well aware. He intended to obtain that most lucrative 
gambling concession for himself, for Russians are born 
gamblers, especially the better classes, and the establish- 
ment of a casino on the Black Sea, with French hotels 
and restaurants, pretty villas, and an opera hou.se in 
imitation of Monte Carlo, would In summer attract those 
thousands of rich Russians who in winter went to the 
Riviera to gamlDlc. 

It wa.s a chance which Rasputin \vt)iild never allow 
to slip. Of that 1 was quite certain. 

The evening I returned to Petrograd the monk had 
left me a message to go to Tsarskoe-Selcv ; therefore 1 
took my green pass, which admitted me past the many 
guards of the innermost holvKif-holies, the Imperial 
apartments, where T knew 1 should find the real ruler 
of Russia. 

He had been spending the evening with the Empress, 
her daughter Olga, and Anna, and when I sent word 
to him he joined me in a small ante-room, and, closing 
the door, eagerly questioned me. 
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“When dofis Vnkowicfi* return from Puri.s?'’ ho ii.sked 
when i had read over to- him the li.st. of tho.^c adven- 
turous London financiers who had put their money info 
the Oichnkov scheme, 

“Next Thursday he leaves,” I said. “Madnmc has 
gone to Paris on pretence of shopping:^ bia in maliiy to 
iceep watch. LA.xanda, Poste Restanlo, Avenue tic 
I'Opera/ will find her. She arranged it with me, t)cforo 
wc parted.” 

“Then this money-bag has really formed an intluential 
syndicate in London to exploit our country — eh?" asked 
the monk grimly. “I have been speaking to the ICmprcss 
about it, and she declares that the whole circumstance 
of Nicliolas granting a concession, and f('>r such soVvi<‘e, 
is scandalous.” 

Scandalous ! Surely Alexandra Feodorovna knew tliat 
her own actions had caused her name to be execrated 
through the length and breadth of Russia. Ilelidor and 
the “ Blessed AHti«i ” had both attempted to reveal 
whnt they knew. Hclidor and hiilia had many powerful 
fricnds» so they were severely left alone by the police; 
yet others who but opened their mouths and criticised 
had ])een sent to prison without trial, while t]u}ST‘. 
Avho had gained undue knowledge and might transmii 
it to England or xXmcrica were sent fu those <ireaded 
oubliettes of Schlusselburg — worse even than th(‘ Bastille, 
and not one has c,ver returned across the lake alive. 

Rasputin was at that moment occupied hy two 
matters — hrst, the fierce antagonism <jf V<>ronts<n‘ J>arh- 
kof ; and secondly, his avaricioiisacss concerning the 
concession for gambling at that ])reity liille town east 
of Odessa. 

So wide w^as the monk's inriuencc that, hearing at 
that moment that the King of the fTcllenes had granted 
to another British syndicate a concession to open pubJus 
gaming-tnbles in C'orfu, Rasputin had already been, jtoi 
Sturmcr, the President of th<* t'ounril, and cantri^t^i 
.to have dipInmalitM pressure brought through Frlocft 
Dc-midoff, Russian Minister nt Athens, to bear upon' tho 
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Kin^ to* caiiccl the concession as opposed to public 
jmoriiLs I This view Rasputin contrived to have sup- 
ported by the Willielmstrasse, because ihe Kaiser had 
his spring- palace in the \icinity, and, with his mock 
piety, lie discountenanced any Temple 01 Fortune. The 
result was that the Corfu casino was prohibited. 

TJius the Otchako\ scheme was the only one in 
ICuropc. San Sebastian was declared by the monk to 
lie only on a par with Ostend, and Otchakov’” was to 
be the great rival of Monte Carlo, W'ith more varied 
and added attractions. 

In that room, while he was hearing me through, 
Protopopoff, who had been making a report to the 
Ifmpcror, joined us, and listened to what I had to say. 

was looking at Vakowlelf’s dossier to-day, as 
you wished/' remarked the Minister to the monk. '‘He 
seems A ver}^ honest, clean-living man for a financier. 
Tliert* are no suspicions of disloyally, or even of 
anything/' 

“Then they must be made/* declared Rasputin. “1 
intend to hold that concession. He. would never have 
had it had it not been for Dachkof. But the latter is 
already out of favour. The Emperor has promised me 
to dismiss him to-morrow. His Majesty prefers cheerful 
people, not men who are pessimists,’’ he laughed. 

Imlecd, next day the count, who was one of the 
most loyal and devoted .servants of the Romanoffs, and 
who had risked everything in an attempt to open the 
Ktnperor’s eyes, was actually dismissed- Such was the 
power of Rasputin. 

But The plot against Vakowlcff to dispossess him of 
the concession for Olchakov was a much more deeply- 
laid and evil one. The financier had returned to Petro- 
grad, fliushed with his success with his moneyed friends in 
I^rOndon. Already news had gone round that a wonderful 
casino w'as to be built to eclipse M{>nte Carlo, and 
1>0 had given an interview to the Novoyc V remya 
concerning It. 

On« afternoon, while in the handsome room set apart 
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5nr Rasputin’s use at Tsarskoc-Selo^ I was writing 

it nis dictation, when there suddenly entered the limperor, 
who had just come in from one of his frequent solitrT, 
walks in the park. 

His Majesty flung' himself wearily In a cliair, and 
"began to discuss a diplomatic matter concerning Austria, 
and to ask the Father’s advice, for he now scarcely ever 
acted upon his own initiative. 

Rasputin reflected for a few momenls as he stood 
gazing out of the window, and then, hat ing given hi.s 
Hjpinion as to the proper course to pursue, he added : 

“There is another matter which should have {by 
attention — a matter which is being hidden very carefully 
from thee.” 

“And pray what is that, Father?” inquired ilio 
Emperor. 

“ It is the secret and traitorous dealings which one 
Yakowlcff is having with British agents with a view ti> 
betraying Russia into the hands of the English,” declared 
the sinister monk. 

“I do not follow,” 

“To this man Yakowlcff thou g a vest the concession 
•for improvements at Otchakov. On pretence of obtaijung 
financial assistance he has been to London, and there, 
according to what my friends tell me, has been in con- 
sultation with certain British agents, whose intention 
is to obtain our military and naval secrets.” 

“Then you denounce Yakowlcff as a traitor — eh?” 
snapped the Emperor. 

‘T certainly do. If thou doubtest me, order Proto- 
pepoff to. make a police search at his house in the 
Vosnesei. ,ky- Something will certainly be found there,” 
he said, vfith insidious cunning, well knowing thtil Proto- 
popoff’s n^^cntx-provocatriirs had already taken steps to 
secure the financier’s undoing. 

“I have here the names of two Englishwomen who 
arc in the British Secret wScrvice, and who were recently 
in Pclrograd with Yakowlcff.” And he produced a piece 
of paper upon which he had scrawled the two names 
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in his illiterate calligraphy, “The women are back in 
Lo'mlon,-but he was \dtli them a fortnight ago.” 

“Are you quite certain of all this?’’ asked Nicholas 
dubiously. “I always believed Yakowlcff to be my friend. 
Indeed, he has already shown his loyally to me,” 

“And in return thou gavest him the valuable con- 
cession for Otchakov,” growled the monk. 

If you assure me, Father, that what you have said 
is the truth, and not mere hearsay, I will call Proto- 
popolT, and he shall make full inquiry.” 

“ It is a pity that the Otchakov scheme should be 
given into the hands of thy encm}^” the monk declared, 
and thus the matter dropped. 

In P(‘trograd late that night, after the usual evening* 
assembly <^f the sistcr-disciplcs, when all the women had 
departed and I was again alone with the monk, Proto- 
popofT arrived, and said jubilantly : 

“Vour words to Nicholas have borne fruit regarding 
^'akowU‘^^. The Emperor spoke to mo on the telephone, 
and, acting’ on his instructions, I ordered a police search, 
when some documents in cipher were found in a drawer 
in his wri Ling-table.” 

“An<i you arrested him?” 

“No. ffe seems to have somehow got wind of what 
was In progress, for he loft Petrograd yesterday for 
Helsingfors, and has escaped!” 

“Escaped ! ” shrieked Rasputin, springing to his feet 
in dismay. 

“Yes. Gone back to London, I boliove.” 

The monk knit his brows and stood stroking his 
unkempt beard. He was thinking out some further 
devilish plot. 

“Fdodor,” he said at last, turning to “write 

down what I say.” ‘i 

I crossed to llic tabic, and when I was ready he 
dictated the following: 

“In consequence of hU traitorous dealings with emissaries 
of a foreign Power, 1, NiJdiolas, refuse to grant Ivan Yakow- 
Jeff his application for a concession for improvements at 
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Otchakov, aTid 'hereby grant the privilege unreservedly to 
Alexander Klouieft', of 4^ Kurlandskaya, Petrograd. * Further, 
I order -the arrest of Ivan Vakowleil and -the confiscation of 
0.11 ihis property.^’ 

Alexander KlouielT ! The fellow was an cx-agtnil of 
■secret police, a man ready to do any dirty work, even 
murder, for Rasputin, if paid for it — a low-bred criminal 
of the worst possible type ! So the concessuur was to 
be g;'iYen to hint, and he, of course, would in due course, 
in exchange for payment, hand it over to the monlc, w1h> 
would share the huge profits wnth his friends. 

“Nicholas shall sign that to-morrow,’" Rasputiii re- 
marked wdth confidence. “As soon as he has d<nie so 
1 will sec that copies be sent to each of the men in 
London who- have subscribed, and they wall no doubt 
prosecute Yakowlcff for fraud. In any case, he is ruined 
and cast out, so he no longer stands in our path.’’ 

“Excellent!” said Protopopoff. “Does Klouieff 
know?” 

“Of course not. I shall pay him something for the 
use of his name before he knows exactly what has trans- 
pired,” was the crafty reply of the “blessed Gregory 
— as so many termed him. 

Two days later I went as usual to the palace with 
niy master, and he took me with him along to the 
Emperor’s room, in case any writing w’as to be done. 
The monk’s first words were of the escape of Vakowleff. 

“The traitor has gone back to his English pay- 
masters! ” ^said the Starcts. “I have written here the 
order for his arrest and the confiscation of liis propvrty.” 

And he placed before the Emperor the document I had 
written. To Rasputin’s dismay, however, His Majesty 
seemed clisiuclined to appcnid his 'signature. To me, 
Nicholas, who was wearing an old grey tweed suit, 
seemed very doubtful regarding the whole transaction. 

“Who is this person Alexander Klouieff?” he de- 
manded. must know something more of him.” 

“lie is a man of considerable wealth — upright 
honourable/ and devoted to thee,” Ra.sputin assured him, 
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^‘Canst thou not place thy trust in those I recommend? 
If iK>t» i say no more/’ 

‘'Of course, Father; but the concession was g^ranted 
— while this order makes it appear that it was only 
applied for.” 

“Surely it is not wise that thou shouldst be known 
to have granted favour unto a traitor? ” was the monk's 
clever reply. 

Still Nicholas hesitated, at which Rasputin grew 
furious, declaring that he had no time to waste in idle 
discussion. 

Dropping the familiar form of speech he was in 
the habit of using to the Emperor, he stood erect and 
said : 

“You know the message which your dead father gave 
yoti at the sSc^ance last night 1 If you refuse to sign this 
decree, then I will abandon Russia to-day and leave you* 
the Empress and the lad to your fate. Remember, I 
am (rod’s messenger and your divine guide!” 

The Tsar stood terror-stricken and in fear lest the 
real ruler of Russia should once again depart from 
Petrograd and refuse to return. Further refusal to sign 
was useless; therefore he bit his Hp in chagrin and 
appended his signature to the document, which not only 
deprived the unfortunate Yakowlcff of his concession, 
but also denounced him as a traitor and a swindler. 

The result was that not only did Rasputin obtain 
posses.sion of the concession for Otchakov, but he sold 
it a month later for a huge sum to a syndicate of 
bankers in \"ienna, who still hold it. The monk, after 
paying a dole to the ex-agent of police, divided up the 
spoils with Protopopoff, Sturmer and Soukhomlinoff, and, 
In addition, he bought a very valual^lc diamond necklace 
for Anna Vyrubova. 

As for poor Yakowlcff, he was, as Rasputin had 
plotted, prosecuted in I^ndon for fraud, and sentenced 
at ihe Old Bailey to a term of imprisonment. 

As the months went on, in the fir.st half of 1914, I 
txoticed that the acquaintanceship between Rasputin and 
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Jhis well-paid chemist-fricndt Fiadninwx, ht'cana* <*lo.ser. 
Badmayev held ihc formula of llie [Hjisoncuis c^iu*o<:tion 
which at intervals Anna Vyrubova s»crtMlv introdtr.r<l 
into the food of the Tsarcvitirh, cau.sini^' tla* puor lad 
those mysterious illnesses which uerc hi.- 

physicians of Europe. 

That: some fresh j>lot of a diabolit':!! JVitiin' v. in 
progress I felt confident, but ca iJs a'liiai nifiiw I 
could asccrtiiin iKdhing'. ^'ct it turr-cd out u> b»‘ a 
conspiracy — no doubt inspired and sUi^XM'atrd in I'nisilain 
— of a peculiarly devilish character. 

It was on that fateful day that tlu- “ < icr matU'.atujir* 
of Russia became com[)Ietc. Tj*ia:iks to llu* traitorous 
assurances of .Soukhonilinolf, Minister <d' War, Kussiti, 
alas! found herself suddenly jdunp/il into liostilitleK, 
I’ctroiLpTid, of course, went wild with <.'\ci(emeiu . i)ur 
loyal Russians, who heru'Vt'd in otUtdai <!<<'!. p-ioiims and 
in their Tsar, were ready It; lly ;n tfie 'ftail ins, 
dreaming that already, behvre a ^h‘^t was fned, 

Germany held all the hmiours of tiu* game, ruul had 
the Russian boar shackled hand and fuoL 

At four o’clock in the aftorntH»n Rasimlin ealletl mtg 
and hfu)ding' me an envelope \\jjitdi sivnird t<> contain 
some small objtvt — a kuly's ’4\\i v powiler-piuf rast^ 1 
afterwards knt‘W it to lie — said : 

‘'Feodor, I want you to go to the booking-^dluv <^f 
the Finnish station at the denatture of tho tjain for 
H<‘lsing'fors at Hve-rliirty. There you will nu*('l a fair- 
haired young man wlu> knows you by sight. He will 
say the word * Annk/ and when he doe<, hand him this, 
in secret. He will cjuite understand/’ 

'riiis order I carried out, T hsut nt»f been at the 
crowded station five minnte.s when a y<uing man, carrying 
a small handbag, elbowed his way thiough the excited 
crowd and uttered in an undertime the won! *‘Anak/’ 

I greeted him, and .<»urrcptitiously handed him the Wuh, 
packet, for which he thanked me am,l disapptUired ,<>n; 
to the platform. 

My curiosity being aroused I waited until after the 
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de})arture of the train, when 1 watched the mysterious 
Noun;^ ipcin return from the platform, hurry out oX the. 
:.lat‘ion, 'and jump into a droshky and drive off. 

When I returned and reported my meetings with the- 
young man, Rasputin seemed much gratified, and even 
telephoned to Stiirmcr, who was at that moment at 
the palace, having been called to the War Council which 
the Emperor — who had again consulted his dead father's 
.spirit at a further s<5ancc on the previous night — was 
now holding. 

It appeared that a dinner had a week before been 
arranged by Prince Galilzine, to which the Grand Dukes 
Nicholas Nicholaievitch, Constantin Constanlinovitch, and 
Michael Alexandrovitch, together w'ith Generals Arapoff, 
Daniloff, Brusiloff, and Rennenkampf, had been invited. 
At first it was proposed to cancel the engagement owing 
to the critical position of affairs, but on the suggestion of 
the Grand Duke Nicholas it was not abandoned, for, as 
he pointed <nit, it would bring together the loyal leaders 
of the army on the eve of great events, and that, after 
dinner, views might be exchanged in confidence for the 
national benefit. 

Now earlier that .same day Rasputin had given me 
a note to deliver to the Grand Duke Michael, whom I 
hod failed to find, but was told that he was to dine at 
Prince Galitzinc’s. vSo about half-past six o’clock I took 
it to the prince’.s house, when, to my surprise, as I 
pass(*.d into the great hall I saw the same fair-haired 
young man to whom I had delivered that envelope in 
secret an hour before. He was one of the prince’s 
servants, but lie had not seen me ! 

A sudden suspicion seized me. I asked to see the 
prince, and wjpcn shown up to his room I delivered the 
note for the Grand Duke. 

Tlicn, having seen that the door was closed, I asked 
permission to say something in strictest confidence, and 
told him of the mysterious envelope I bad delivered to 
his servant. 

He heard me through, gave me his hand in promise 
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that he would not betray my confidence, thanket! me, 
and dismissed me. 

Next day the prince called me tO' him in secret, and 
told me that in the possession of the }Oung* man was 
found a lady’s silver powder-puff box filled with what 
looked and smelt like toilet-powder- This, un 
examined, was discovered to be a, nujst subtle and 
dang-ero-iis poison — one evidently pt'i.ipared 1.)} Hull 
cliabolioai poisoner, Badinayev- 

The youni*' man had i-'cen forced by his m;Lstcr to 
swallow some, atid had died in t^rtuit aj-^ony, I'hus it 
was proved that Rasputin and the I'amariila luidi, on 
the very ni^hl of the uutlireak cd war^ pUuted to sweep 
olT at one blow our most famous Russian i^'cnerals, and 
leave onr country practically without any military binders 
of experience and at the mercy of the lluns ! 

The vile plot would no doubt have succeeded, and 
the deaths put down to ptomaine tyiisonlnj;*’, as .so many 
have been, had I not wsu fortunately rcccj^^aiiscd the young* 
valet as he crossed the liall of Prince Galit /due’s house,. 

Thus it will be seen that Rasputin xmd his friends 
hesitated at nothing in their frantic endeavours to 
gain their own sordid ends and to secure victory for 
Germany. 


CHAPTER TX 

THE TRACKOV OV MADAME SVETCiriXE 

Sister ! thou who bast chosen to become the bride 
of Heaven, listen unto me, and repeat these w^ords after 
me!*’ exclaimed the monk Rasputin, holding over the, 
kneeling countess the big bejewelled cross which the 
Empress had given him, and in which were set some of 
the finest jewels of the .-Romanoffs. 

“T will, O Father,” replied Paula Yakimovitch,, a- 
prcliy yemng woman, whose husband was Governor of 
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\ akuisl<^ far off in Siberia, and who had beg’g'ed him 
to loiu’c Tier in Petrograd. 

Ihcu rt*]X‘at these words,’* said the bearded saint, 
llx’ing* his U'cird, hypnotic eyes upon her, “Thou art 
my iioly leather — ’’ 

Uiou art my holy Father ” exclaimed the 

Ciovernor’s wife in obedience. 

“To thee I bow, and to thee 1 acknowledge that thou 
art sent by Almighty Clod to save our holy Russia.” 

She repealed the words amid the silence of that 
afternoon assembly ol the sisler-disciplcs at the Starets’ 
house, a gathering which included Madame Vyrubova 
and her sister, hfadame Soukhomlinoff * Madame Kata- 
cheff, wife of the Governor-General of Finland; pretty 
little Madame h'lakotine, tO' whose salon everyone 
^scrambled; and old Countess Chapadier, bedecked, as 
always, with diamonds. 

“I hereby swear in my belief that God has sent to 
our Russia his divine saviour in the human form of 
Greg'ory Ra.sjiulin, and that the sin I commit in my 
belief is the sin which is easiest forgiven, and that by 
prayer and fasting- my sins will be remitted, even as I 
am admitted to the sect of the rig'hteous and holy.’* 

These blasphemous words the young Avoman repealed 
after the unwashed saint, who, standing upon a sort of 
dais in the big upstairs salon, still held up the jewelled 
cross suspended from his neck in front of him. 

“Salvation is in contritencss,” the monk went on, for 
■ that was what the sly scoundrel had invented. “Con- 
tritoncs.s can only come after we have sinned. Let us 
*^hcreforc sin, my sisters, in order to g'ain salvation ! By 
sinning with me,” he added, having reached the apogee 
of his inllucnre, “salvation is all the more certain to 
come to you for this reason — that I am filled with the 
Holy Spirit I ” 

“God he thanked! God he thanked!” foil from the 
lips of those thirty or so bamboo^^lcd and hysterical 
women, who, seated on forms ns school-children might 
git, bad assembled to assist at the admission of Countess 
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Vakimovitch to the secret and disj^^raceful of the 

blasphemous charlatan. 

The dale was September the 7th, 1914. 

Russia had been at war with German} for a month, 
and the Press of the Allies was full of cheeriul optimism 
regarding- what one of your London journalisls had called 
“the Russian slcam-rolIerP’ Wc in holy Russia believed 
in “the mills of God,” ami the nrili<m as a whole was 
confidcnl that il could resist the 'ruut<Jii invasion. 

The neophyte, beneath the exiraortlinaiy liypiiotisin 
of the “saint,” felt the dirty lingers upon her brow, 
as, in a strange Jargon of religious phraM's ami open 
blasphemy » he pronounced a kind of ben<^<iU tion u|H)n 
her, adjuring her carefully To preser\e the s(H‘nd.s of the 
sect “from your own mother and father, sisler, brtdher, 
husband and child.” I'hcD he added: “In nu\ Gri‘g<iry 
Rasputin, you sec* the One sent In* Heaven as the lleahn- 
and Deliverer of Rus.sia from the hands of tht* oppressor. 
To me the Kmperor, but an earthly king, luuh deU^gated 
his imperial powers. 1 am rhe .savumr of Rti.ssia. Believe 
in me and in my teachings and ye shall liave life, healili 
and prosperity — with the life h(woncl the grave. Disobey, 
and thou .shall he cternany damiied, togiUlu'T' with all 
thy family. L (tregory Rasputin, who hath been sent 
to thee as saviour,” he added, “take unto me us sister 
Paula \nadimirovna to ho my rlisU plc I ” 

“May (lOd forbid!” (rie-d :i womairs voice from 
among those assembled, “ Lot us t‘nd this blasphemy ! ” 

1 'hc cffecl W'as almost <'lec(riral- Rasputin started, 
and gazed at the rows of eU^guntly-dre.ssed women, his 
disciples, and the few g*t)(uI 4 ook 5 ng young women whom 
he had invited to be present. 

“Yes,” went on a young and pretty woman seated 
at the back of the little audience. “I repeat tho.s<t 
w^ords ! 

Startled myself at the boldness of the young lady, 
I .saw that she was dark, extremely good-looking nnd 
refined- Rasfmria had mil her a week before at the 
salon of old Countess Lazareff, and she liaving expressed 
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a cU\siTV to know more of the secret cult of wliich so 
man} curious rumours were rife in Petrograd society, he 
had allowed Madame IVevetski, the wife, of the ex- 
Commander-in-Chief in the Caucasus, to bringf her that 
aftcnuion. 

Mow, it must be said that no lady was admitted lo 
those weekly reunions of the sister-distaples unless she 
first liad the full approval of the StareLs. She must be ' 
g'ood-loolcinijf and possessed -of cither wealth or influence, 
but in prcrercnce wc'alth. And it was certain that no 
woman was ever invited unless it was Rasputinas intention 
lo admit her to the secrets of his relig'ion.’’ 

Vet here was open defiance ! This lady, whose name 
was Madame Anastasia Svetchine, was the wife of 
Colonel Svetchine, who* was on the Staff of' the Etat- 
Major at X’ilna, and who w’as alread}^ at the battle front. 
Refote Rasputin had allowed her to be brought to his 
house it had fallen Icj my lot to make some inquiries 
concerning* her, and 1 had found that she was of 
family, that her husband was possessed of fair means, 
and that besides their house in Vilna they had a com- 
fortable residence in the Kirotshnaya, in Pelrograd. She 
moved in that rather gay, go-ahead set of which, prior 
to the war, the reckless Madame vSouklK^mlinofT was the 
centre, and she had recently become quite a notable 
figure in Petrograd society. 

Ras[>ut:n, furious at her interruption, roared : 

“Silence, woman! Go out of the room at once ! 

Hut Madame Svetchine, springing lo her feet, cried: 
“li is monstrous ! Disgraceful I PlnvSphemous ! It Is 
true wdiat I^urichkovitch has said in the Duma — that 
you arc the evil force in Russia ! Though a woman, 

\ will have non(‘ of your mock piety and dLsgraceful 
Ijccntiousness ! ’’ 

“Ah! I SCO, madamc, that you arc an enemy — 
ch?^’ he said in a slow, dclihcrale way. “And let me 
tell you, when Gregory Rasputin has an enemy, lie does 
not rest until that enemy is swept from his path. If 
you defy me, you defy your God ! ” 
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1 defy you ! ” cried the woman shrilly, making- a 
dramatic scene. “But 1 lear my God, and Him aiouc.*’ 

“Oh! be wSilenL, I beg 1 cned Countess Liczareli in 
French, wringing her hands, she having- introduced her, 
while all were horrihed that the holy Father shouhi be 
thus openly denounced before his “sisters.’* 

“What is that woman saying? ’* the monk shouted 
across to me, for he did not know French, ami was 
suspicious that the words contained yet another in.sul' 
until I translated them to him. 

“I refuse to be silent I ” declared the culoners young 
wdfe. “I will describe to* all whom I meet what luis 
taken place here to-day — the mockery of it all. It is 
^shameful how any woman in her senses, retined and 
educated, ' should fall beneath tlie fascination uf such 
^ brute ! 

This was greeted with wild exclamations of surprise 
and indignation. Indeed, so furious became the “sisters ” 
at such open insult that I was, at RasjnitijFs onlers, 
compelled to conduct her out. 

In the hall the young- lady, who was certainly very 
pretty, became quite quiet again, and turning to mt^ said : 

“Monsieur Rajevski, I came here on purpose to 
denounce that infernal charlatan who is your employer. 

1 am not witJiout friends — and inlluential ones. I have 
spoken my mind fearlessly and openly. No doubt I 
liave made an enemy of Grichka, but for that I care 
nothing, so long as I have exposed him.'” 

Little did the imrorlTinatc young lady know of Ra.s- 
putin*s low cunning and diabolical unscrupulousness when 
.she had uttered those words, I made no reply, for I 
feared that she w^ould live to regret having created that 
scene in the monk’s holy-of-holies. 

I.>ate that evening, having been out, I returned to find 
the ** saint** seated with the Minister Makhikoff* the man 
wdiom the newspaper Utro J<cssy dcscri)>cd as “The 
love-sick Panther.” Both were in an udvamx'd state 
of intoxication, and when I entered, Rasputin, in a thick 
voice, exclaimed : 
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“Ah! my dear Feodor, I have just been describing- 
tie .soc3Rt‘ to-day with that woman Anastasia Svetchine — 
ik- little spiUire ! But a pretty woman, Feodor — ver}" 
pretty woman, eh? It's a pity” — he sighed — ”a great 
piiy ! ” 

“W’hy?” asked the long-moustached Minister, who 
hnC just come* from an oll'n'inl reception, and was in 
his hiissru- uniform, with gold braid and many decora- 
tions. ‘ Are you not better rid of her, my friend? 
W^ni'cn of her sort ant usually dangerous.” 

“I know slic Is dangerous, '** giowlod the holy Father, 
taking a deep gulp of rliampagne. “That is w'hy I 
intend ihat she shall pay dearly for her defiance.” 

“Is she worth troubling about?” 1 queried. “You 
have so many affairs to attend to* just now.” 

“(Gregory Rasputin always attends to his enemies first, 
Feodi'r/’ he replied huskily. 

'fhe eyes of“Thi‘ love-sick Panth(T ” twinkled through 
his rimless pince-ne;^- Well he knew tlie bitter revenge 
whudi tlie Si a rets wreaked upon any who dared to 
chnllengc: his divinity. 

Maklakoff was at the time the Tsar’s favourite 
Minister, and it was quite iisuril after a Cabinet Council 
for the Kmporur to ask him and Sonkbomllnoff to remain 
behind, as both were voted “really jolly felloWvS.” Thru 
Their Majotits would unite with the children and a few 
intimates, including the Father and .'\nna of course, and 
lh<‘y would have a little Fun. Maklakoff was famed for 
his power of mimicry. He could imitate the barking 
of dogs, and frequently announced his presence to the 
Imperial family by barking in the corridors of Tsarskoe- 
Selo, while his most famous imitation was that of a 
panther. And this of a Cabinet Minister in days of 
war ! 

“ O Nicholas Alexiovitch, do let us see you as a 
panther!” the Emt>eror would often say. 

Then the Minister of Stale would coil himself up 
beneath a sofa and roar like a panther. Tlien, crawling 
$Jowly out on all fours, he w^ould suddenly take a leap 
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iind land in an arm-chair or upon a ^*reatly to tlie 

delig'ht of the Imperial family, while ilie Grand Dwchesi:*.\s 
and the Tsarevitch would g-o wild witli glee. 

When, by the way, Maklakolf was dismissed in 1915, 
as a result of the anti-German riots in Moscow, the pafier 
Ulro Rossy was fined three thousand roubles for juh- 
lishing an article headed “The Leap of the Lovc-si('k 
]^anther.*‘ 

Maklakoff was a bosom friend of Ka.sjiutin, v dis- 
solute evii-liver after the moitkks own heart, and more 
than once had, in my presence, meniioned the nnnes of 
certain good-looking women in various classes of ^■o<Tcty 
who mhdit be invited to become disciples of .sadic 
Anti-Christ, 

Within a week of the scene created by Madame 
Svetchine, Rasputin had already commenced to seek his 
revenge in a deep and cunning way. He had heard 
from several persons that Madame Anastasia was going 
about Petrograd openly denouncing* him, and that she 
had been in communication with Monsieur Milinlcofl of 
the Cadets, and also Count Bobrinski. For the lime 
being Rasputin was devoting his days to the reorganisa- 
tion of his disciples/’ His traitorous Interferenc<* ju 
politics had already borne fruit In favour of Gennanv, 

The events that were happening* at llial very moment 
mercilessly showed up the faults of our Russian ad- 
ministration, which was Germanic by origin in its 
traditions and its sentiments. Indeed, at that moment, 
T/hen the enemy at the gates was knocking* over tin* 
fortresses of Poland like ant-hills, intrigues for place 
and honour were rife everywhere, and Maklakoff was 
playing the panther” to amuse the ladies of Tsarskoe- 
Sclo 1 

Rasputin one day called to him one of his Ivalf-doaen 
sycophants of the secret f)o1ice* whom tlie Minister 
Protopopoff bad placed at his disposal for purposes of 
personal protection, but in reality to act as his spies and 
a gen rovocatevrs , 

To this fellow, Depp by name, he had given ini- 
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sLructic^i.s that the dossiers o-f both Colonel Svetchine 
UFd liis" wife should be brought to him. Next day they 
ar.'ivcd, and for half an hour Depp sat reading over 
to him the \'ariou.s police reports from Vilna and those 
of Petio^Tad. 

The tnonk, IcaninjO^ back in his arm-chair, stroked 
his unkempt beard, his eyes hxed out of the window, 
over Ihs devilish scheme. 

An iiour later, after he had dispatched Depp to make 
certain inquiries in Petro^rad concerning the doing's of 
the colonel's voting* wife, he said to me: 

*'■ h'eodor, I must see Soukhomlinoff to-nig-ht. Tele- 
phone to him at the Ministry. If he is not there, you 
will fuul iilm at the palace. If so, tell him to call here 
tii tynce when lie returns to Petrograd.” 

1 found the Minister of War was at Tsarskoe-Selo, 
and spoke to him tliere, giving him Rasputin’s message, 
and rt'coiving a reply that, he would be with us at ten 
o’clock that night. 

1 had to keep an appointment, at Rasputin’s orders, 
with Protopopoff — to deliver a letter and rccei\'e a reply; 
therefore 1 was not present when His Excellency the 
(ioncral arrived. W'hat the pair arranged I had no 
idea, for when 1 returned to tlic Gorokhovaya the general 
was Just stepping into his big car with its brilliant 
headlight.s. 

“(lood night, Feodor!’’ he shouted to me merrily, 
for he was of a genial nature, and next moment the 
powerful car drove away. 

Itvenls marched rapidly during the next fortnight. 

I had gone with Rasputin to the General Headquarters 
of the Army at the Polish front, a journey which the 
intriguer had been sent upon by those at Court whose 
mouthpiece he was — to discuss a peace necessary for the 
Empire, he dcclarod. 

Truth to tell, I knew that three days before the 
secret messenger ITardt had arrived from Berlin by way 
of Sweden, bearing a dispatch with elaborate instructions 
to the Starcts, 
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The Grand Duke Nicholas Nicholaievllch ivoi^ved as 
on the evening’ of our arrival at tleadquarters, and, r>C 
course, the monk was full of one oi Ihose iantasiic taies 
vrhich succeeded so well with many, either tlic ignor.'uU 
or credulous, or those to whose pcrsunal ndvanlagr ii 
.was to pretend to believe him. 

The Grand Duke received the Slareis politely hul 
slihiy, for he well knew the powc^r he wielded in tin* 
Empire, and that his will was law, 

“Ah, Hig-hness ! exclaimed the monk, “war is in- 
deed a calamity. Alas! that Russia hath offeuded God 
by entering’ upon it. But thou, in thy wisdom, must 
put an end to it. The Holy Virgin appeared it* me in 
a dream, and told me we must conclude peace. I ctmu* 
to inform thee of her will,” 

“When didst thou see the Virgin?” asked the 
Grand Duke. 

“ Three days ago.” 

Now that’s odd,” be replied. 1, too, saw her, 

bill it was only two days ago, and she said to tne : 

^ Cxregory is coming to see thee. lie wilt advise peace. 
Don’t listen to him, but expel him like the svoundn*! 
he is. If he goes on troubling- and intriguing^ have him 
thrashed/ ” 

'J'hc monk went livid. 

“And further,” continu(‘d Nicholas Nicholaic.vitrh, “if 
you remain here, you infernal charkitan and blackmailer, 
that is what I .shall do. So you can return to Alexandra 
Feodorovna and tell her what I say. My soldiers are 
fighting for Russia, and they will continue to do .so, 
however many visions you may hava* — and however 
much Germaxi gold you may grab with 3 'our filthy paws. 
Get out ! ” 

Ra.sjputin stood .speechless for a moment. Then, with 
an imprecation upon his lip.s, he turned and retired. 
Three day.s later w*c were back in Pclrograd, but 
the monk, who never forgot, at once .set about plotting 
the Grand Duke’s retirement. 

One morning, among the monk’s correspondence^ I 
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found a letter for RavSpulin, which had been brought by 
hand from the Minist]^ of War, marked “Strictly 
private.*’ On^ opening it, 1 read the following, which 
bore as signature the initials of Soukhomlinoff ; 


In a further reference lo the suspicions against Colonel 
SveLch:nc, inquiries m-adc fully confirm your view. The 
}>o-lkiciil police who made do-micihary visits to his house in 
Pcirograd and his apartments in Vilna found nothing of 
importance, in Vhlna, however, it has been discoveicd that, 
iminedintely prior to the war, he had established friendly 
relations with Elisc Isem'bourg, who was an agent of Ger' 
many and a friend of Miassoyedeff. At my instructions wc 
have allowed the Colonel leave, and he returned to Vilna 
to meet the woman, who had, at our orders, written to him. 
She, acting upon our instructions, olTcrcd him a sum of 
money to betray certain plans of the defences of Grodno, 
agents of bc«.rci police being concealed during the interview. 
At first he stoutly refused, but next day he met her again 
and succumbed to the 'tempiation, so at "the present moment 
he is preparing the information she socks/’ 

I read this over fo the monk, who at once rubbed 
his hands together in satisfaction. 

“Ah I all goes well, my dear Feodor!” he exclaimed. 
“That woman will be soiTy she denounced me, I assure 
you/’ 

I could discern the motive of flic conspiracy, but ati 
yet had no idea of its true depth. 

It ivas not until a week later, when one night the 
Minister of War called upon the monk, and in my presence 
they discussed the Svctchine affair. 

“You did well, General,” derlarccl Rasputin, with an 
evil smile. “What has really happened in Vilna?'"’ 

“Well, the woman Tsembourg, though she was a spy 
of Germany, is now on our side in the conlra-cspionagc 
service,” was his reply. “From the first' she assured 
me that the colonel was extremely honest and patriotic. 
Though before the war she had se\^eral times tried to 
induce him to give her military information, yet he always 
declined and endeavoured to avoid her/* 
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“Well, that diflicult}^ can be overcome, surely? asked 
the monk. ^ 

General Soukhomlinoff, a trailer himrc-If, lati^hc;! 
lig-hlly as he replied : 

“Of course. There were other means, Elisc^ threr^ 
days ago, handed over to me a lypcwrlUcn document 
revealing the secrets of the defences of Grodno, ulikdi 
she reported had bccti given to her by CoU)nel Svetchiiv.-, 
in return for a promise of ten tliousauct roubles \vI 5 en 
she could obtain the money irom a secret .source in 
Petrograd. 

‘'Then he is a traitor!'” exclaimed the monk eagerly. 

The general winked, and replied: "Elise Iscmbourg 
declares that he is, and that he gave her the document.’* 

“He, of course, denies it?” 

''He knows nothing as yet,” said His Excellency, 

have issued orders for his arrest today, and have 
given instructions for the court martial to be held h<‘rc, 
in Petrograd.” 

The evil monk laughed gleefully, 

''Ah! I wscc,” he remarked. "Ajid probably the 
colonel has never yet seen this typewritten document?” 

“Probably,” replied the Minister of War, with a 
mysterious smile. "I'hcrc ha\'e been such cases. L havr 
fixed the court martial for next Thursday, and I assure 
you it will be difficult for the colonel to prove his 
innocence ! ” 

From that conversation I gathered the di.alx^Iical 
nature of Rasputin’s plot against a perfectly iimoccnt 
man, as revenge for his wdfehs insults. 

Next day wc were called to the palace, for the 
Emprc.ss was sorely worried over the health of ihe Tsare- 
vitch, and she implored the holy h’ather to pray for 
him, little dreaming that the. evcr-rocurring atlncks'wcre 
due to the subtle poison a dm ini. stored in secret by her 
most trusted favourite, Madame VyriilK)va. h'or .several 
.days we remained at the painco, while Rasputin per- 
formed one of his '‘miracles,” namely, the ro.*'- 1 oration 
of the lad to his mmmal condituai. 
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What if the Empress had known that the “miracles 
in .which she so fervently believed were merely pcrformcfl 
by the administration of certain antidotes to the poisoji 
already g-iven ! 

While at the palace on that occasion I witnessed some 
strange doings at a spiritualistic seance tO' which Bossanl, 
the notorious French medium, had been commanded, 
Tlie Emperor, Empress and their intimates were present, 
including Rasputin and myself, and when the circle was 
formed and the seance in full swing the Tsar consulted 
the spirit of his dead father as to how he should act 
in ihv. {'onduet of the war against Oerman}^ 

The reply, of course, arranged by the Empress and 
her friends, was soinetlhng as follows: 

“Thou hast done ucU, my son, and thou art worthy 
the throne v\' the. Romanoffs. Continue to defend our 
beloved land. IViust in the counsels of those about 
thee, of thy wife, of thy Ministers, especially Sliirmer, 
ProtopopofT and vSoukhomlinoff, as well as the nclviec 
which the holy l^'nlher is over giving thee. All have been 
.sent to thee as g<xKl and faithfid guides. My blessing is 
upon thee, O my son I ’’ 

Such was the “message " so cleverly given to the 
credulous monarch by the traitors and intriguers aliout 
him. And alas! he believed 'truly and absolutely, 
ignorant of the fact that some thousands of roubles 
had gone into the medium's pocket as price of his 
connivance. 

On returning- to Pclrograti laic on Thursday night 
i found among the monk’s correspondence a Ictler from 
Rtadjimc Svctchinc, a long, regretful letter, in which she. 
expressed the greatest .sorrow for the words she had 
■uttered at the assembly of the slster-disciples, and begged 
to be forgiven. I'urtbcr. she announced her fnlenlion 
of calling upon the Father “upon a serious and urgent 
matter.” 

I told him this, whereat he growled: 
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“Ah! the woman is coming to her senses. Ves, If 
she comes 1 will sec her. wShc is pretty, Feodor-^prctly 
’ — yes, very pretty/’ ^ 

I drew a long- breath. The unfortunate woman knew* 
no doubt, the serious charge against her husband* bui 
never dreamed that Rasputin was the cause of that 
false accusation. 

Just before I ascended to my room to retire — the hour 
being about one o’clock in the m<^rning — the tclepIioTK' 
bell rang, and I answered it. 

One of the ofTiciaLs at the War OOicc was, I fouml, 
at the other end. 

“Ills Excellency the IMinistcr has an ui'gent message 
to transnait to the Father,” said the voice. 

“Very well,” I said, stating who I was. 

“Then listen, please. The message he has written 
reads : ** Colonel Ivan Svetchine has been tried by court 
martial, which sat until half an hour ago. He has been 
condemned on a charge of dealing with the enemy and 
revealing military secrets to Germany, and t)rdcrecl to bo 
executed for treason- Tlie execution is lix<‘d to take phu-e 
in the Peter and Paul Fortress at dawn on Saturday.’ 

I replaced the telephone receiver with a heavy la^ari. 
Vet another innocent man was to die as x'idirn <)( 
Rasputin’s overweening vanity and evil inHiienci*. in every 
quarter. 

When I entered and told the monk, who was already 
in bed In a half-drunken state, he merely liirnod over 
and continued snoring. 

On Friday night, whem, ns usunl, wc had returned 
from Tsarskoc-SoU) in one of the Imperial motor-cars, 
I was told that a lady w*as waiting 'to sec tltc Starcts, 
but she would give no name. She. was persistent thab 
she must see him, and had already wailed nearly three 
hours- 

VVhen I entered the waiting-room, n small t'harnhcr 
at the end of a corridor, I found it to be the wife of 
the condemned man. She was dressed in <lcnd black, her 
beautiful face fcear-.staincd and deathly pale. 
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“ Ah^! Mons»our RnjevsJci ! she cried, rLishliig' towards 
me! “ Vou know me — Madame Svetchine — eh?” 

“ Ves, madtime,’' I said. “I remember youA’ 

'‘You will let me see him — won’t you? ” she cried, 
in great distress, as she gripped my hand nervously. 

“He has, I hope, forgT\cn me; surely he ” 

gave him your letter,” I said. 

“ Yes — and what did he say ? ” she gasped in 
cagemess. 

” Well, the truth is that he said nothing*,” 1 replied, 
adding : “He was much occupied with other things.” 

“Ah! 1 must sec him!” cried the frantic woman. 

“ I was wrong to speak as 1 did. The Father is the great 
power in Russia. I must throw myself upon his mercy.” 

I promised to take her to him, and left her to inform 
Rasputin of ihc arrival <jf his expected visitor. 

With an evil glint in those terrible eyes of his, lie 
rubbed his hands together. 

“Good, F(5odo«i‘ ! ” he said, .striding across the room. 
“I will see the woman. Oh, yes, if she wishes to see 
me, 1 will not deny her that pleasure,” he added with 
biting sarcasm. Truly, he was weird and horrible in the 
hour of his triumph. 

A few moments later 1 ushered the pale, wan tvoman 
in black into his prose noo. 

“Holy Father!” shc\cried wlklly, “forgive me — say 
that you forgive the tmeonsidered WDrds of a weak and 
unworthy woman.” 

“ [wgivc — why? ” he asked, standing erect and finger- 
ing his bejewelled cross. “I do not undar.^itand why I 
am honoured by llins visit, mndnme.” 

“Ah! Of course* you do not know. Pardon, I have 

forgotten to exjjlacn. NTy husband ” And .she broke 

into tears. ‘Wfy dear husband ” 

“Well, what of your husband?” asked Rasputin. 
“He is at the front. Has he been wounded — or ” 

“No, no — not that!” y' ‘ cried, “They have made 
a false charge against him. .Some woman named Isem- 
bourg, whom he knew in Vilna before the war. hac 
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made an allegation against him of traitorous dealings 
with the enemy. She has given over 1o the Ahmsliy 
of War some documents containing the plans c! tl'.e 
defences of Grodno, uhich she declares he has sold l<> 
her ! But it is lies— all lies. I know it ! ” 

“Really, this is quite a romantic story, madamc, 
said Rasputin, quite unmoved. “Why should this uom.ui 
make such charges? 

‘^How can I tell? Ah! but you do not know Ihc 
worst!” she went on. ‘'The court martial actually 
accepted this woman’s stutem-ents — statements that wen 
lies— all ol -them! My husband is devoted to me, and 
I love him — ah, so dearly ! lie is all in all to me, 

.\nd ” . 

“ But the woman — Isombourg, I believe you sa\ she 
is a friend of his, ch?’’ interrupted the monk, his hands 
crossed over his breast in that pious attitude he always 
assumed when listening. 

“She says she was his friend bcfi)re the war — before 
we married, indeed'. Perhaps she was/’ answered the 
condemned man’s wife. “But she is uncloiibteilly an 
agent^provocateusc of police set to- tempt men to their 
downfall.” 

“Of that I have no knowlc<lge,” was Rasputin's eoUi 
n‘ply. 

“But you will help me, holy Father ! Do lor the 
sake of a man who Is innocent — for the sake the sake 
of his unborn child ! Ah 1 you will show men'y, U'On t 
you?” she begged. 

“I do not follow you/’ was tin* monk’s reply, In 
pretence of ignorance. 

In a frenzy of despair the wretched wife flung herse. 
upon her knees before the scoundrel, and cried : 

‘‘My husband ! There is yet lime to save him ! — 

he is to be shot — to-morrow — -as soon as it is light ! 
You — and you alone — c^an induce the; Kmperor to order 
a revision of the sent once or u new trial. \ ou will 
you arc all-poworfcil and divine!’’’ 

“Pardon, madame, that is not your true estimate of 
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Cire^**oryQRasputin/’ he said, with biting* sarcasm. “Only 
a short time ai^O' 1 was a charlatan and a fraud ! No'j 
your opinion cannot have altered in so short a time.*’ 

“But you — if you are sent by Gewd to Russia — ^\vill 
never allow an innocent man to be murdered in this 
fashion — condemned upon the. word of a notorious 
woman.” 

“The affair does not concern me, I assure you,” he 
laughed. “If your husband has been condemned to death 
he must have had a fair and imjiarlial trial by his brother 
ollioers. 1 am not a military man, and know nothing 
<.)f such matters. If he has been found to be a traitor,” 
added the unholy spy of Ciermariy, “then the sentence 
IS just.” 

“But he is no traitor. He is as patriotic as you 
are your.self, Father ! He has ever been so,” cried the 
despairing woman. 

“1 have no means (jf knowing that,” he replied in a 
hard voice, gating at her with those strang'e, wide-open 
eyes, and cndeavoiiring* to pul llnU spell upon her 
that few women could resist. “Nevertheless, I will 
forgive you, and, further, T will oKcrcisc my influence 
to save your hus]?rind’s life if you will consent to enter 
the circle of our holy disciples.” 

The desperate young woman held her breath for a 
few s(‘Conds, staring at him wildly as upon her knees 
.sh(‘ still knelt, clutching the saint’s” dirty hands. 

“No,” she replied. “That f will never do.” 

Rasputin saw that his plot had failed. Here at least 
was woman over whom he was powerless, one who 
, regarded him as a fraud. In an instant he Hew into a 
Midden rage. 

“Enough ! ” he cried, throwing her off. “You refuse 
to acrepi mv condition — therefore voiir husband shall 
die ! ” ' 

The wretched w'oman, her countenance pale as death, 
tried to sp(‘nk. Her lips moved, but no sound came 
from them. Next moment, by <lint of supneme effort, she 
struggled lo her feel and rose siifTIy, Then, a moment 
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laterj her hands clenched and despair in her splendid 
eyes, she turned and stag'gercd out. 

Four hours later Colonel SveLchine boldly faced a 
firing--party in the yard of the fortress. There was a 
word of command, and next second the gallant soldier 
fell forward on his face — dead. 


CHAPTER X 

ft 

TRAITOROUS WORK 

Thk true story of the tragic death of a Russian civil 
servant named Ivan Naglovski, and of the mysterious 
explosion which destroyed the great munition works at 
Okhta and killed over four hundred and fifty persons 
and injured seven hundred, has never been told. 

There have been sinister whi.spt^rings in Russia, but 
1 am hero able to unfo-Id the ama:?;Ing truth for the 
first time, 

I had accompanied Rasputin to. the \'erkhouirskv 
]\lonastet'y at Perm ; the house in the Gorokhovaya was 
closed, its wooden shutters were fastened, and the 
Empress was desolate without her “ holy Father.” Sturmer, 
the Prime IMinister, was with the Emperor, daily plotting 
and striving for the hclrayul of our nation to the Germans, 
and “Satan in a silk hat” — as one of the Grand Dukes- 
had nicknamed the Minister of the Interior, ProtopopotT 
—had gone on a mission to London, osU‘nsil>ly in Russian 
interests, but really as a spy <»f Germany. The latter 
was, of course, not known at the time, fur the British 
C^overrunent sent him on .a tour of munition and other 
centres, showed him what they were preparing, and 
feted him in London as the representative of their ally, 
\Vc now know tliat, on his return to f^etrograd, he at 
once became violently anti-British, and made a full report 
of all he knew to the WUhelmstrasse I 
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The purpose of the monk’s pilgrimage to Perm was 
U'i form a branch of his believers in that city. He had 
left Pefrograd dressed as a pilgrim, with hair-shirt and 
.staff complete, and as such he posed to everybody. The 
world, however, did not know that the rooms allotted 
to him in the monastery by the rascally bishop, whom 
he had himself appointed, were the acme of luxury, and 
that in them he held drunken orgies every night. 

After we had been there three week.s an Imperial 
courier brought him a letter from Pelcrhof. It was night, 
and the. monk was in an advanced state of intoxication 
v/Uh his companions, three other mock-pious rascals like 
himself. 

When I handed him the letter he glanced at the 
Imperial cipher on the envelope, and, grinning, ex- 
claimed : 

*‘lt is from the Empress. Read out what the woman 
says.’’ 

I hesitated, suggesting that it would be better if 
I read it to him in private. 

"‘B,ah! ” he laughed. “There is nothing private in it. 
Read it, Feodor.” 

vSo, thus ordered, I obeyed. The letter was written 
in Russian, but with mistakes in grammar and ortho- 
graphy, for the Empress had never learned tO' write 
Russian correctly. These are the words I read for the 
delectation of the dissolute quartette : 

‘MIotA' Fatiucr, — Why have you not written? Why -this 
long dead silence when my poor heart is hourly ycaVning 
fo-r news of you and for your words of connjfort? 

** I arriy alas! weak, but T love you, for you arc all 5n 
all to me. Oh ! if T could but hold your dear hand and lay 
my head upon your shoulder ! Ah ! can I ever forget -lihat 
feeling of perfect pea'ce and blank forgetfulness that I 
experience when you arc near me. 

Now that you have gone, Life is only one grey j;c;a of 
(Ic^spair. Therc'was a Court last night, but I did not attend. 
Instead Anna [Madame Vyruhoyal and I read your sweet 
Ic'l'icrs together, and ^vc kisbod your picture. 

'‘As I have so often told you, dear Father, T want to be 
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3. good daughter of Christ. But oh ! it is sc) dilhrii-lt. Help 
me, dear Father. Frny For me. Pruy foi; Alexis 

[-t'hc Tsarevitch]. Coinc back' 'to us at once, hiikki [the 
Tsar] says we cannot endure life without you, for there aic 
so many pitfalis iDC^^nre. us. For i am longing for 

your return — longing-'-ahvays longing- ! A\hchout our weekly 
meetings all is gluoni ” 

Here 1 l^rokc off. U'diat followed ought, I saw, not 
!<!• be read aloud to tluil trio, \\1 k> might at any moment 
turn to be enemies of the SLaiels- 

“ Vesd’ he said, smiling in gratineatinn. “The: woman 
etidcntly misses me. It plac'es a w'oman in her projxr 
jiosition to discard her lor a while,” he added with a 
drunken laugh. “What else do(*s site :->:iy ? ” 

“Only that they are due tu go to Valla, but that Her 
?^^ajesty awaits your icturn,” 1 rej>lie<i. 

“Tlicn let her wait. I am very cornfortahic 
I'^crm is pleasant as a change.” 

T knew well that he was <‘ujnying himself huge!} 
and had already formed a gre^it < ircic of liysterh'al wonnut 
wlio believed in his divinity and ])raeiised the rites of hi.s 
disgraceful “religion.” 

The linal words of that amazing letter, which in itself 
.showed the terms upon which Aktxandra ]A‘OfIf>rnvna 
was with the convicted horse-.slcaJer from P<>kro\'sky, 
were as follows : 

''Here, O dear Father, we have only tln^ everlasting toll 
of war! Germany is winninp'--a^ she will surely win. She 
must. You will see to that! But w-e all of u.s main- 

fain a brave face toward.s our Kus-*ian public. In wni alone 
f have faith- May God bring you ba-rk to uc very .sooru 
Alexis is asking for you daily. "VW au' due to go *10 Vnltn, 
but .sihall not move lx:for<* we meet 'hf‘re. I «‘rubr;u:e yoti, and 
so do Nikki and Anna. — Y-our devoted daughter, Arix.’^ 

The unkempt quaitetie, treating- the Ifmpre.ss's ex- 
pressions of affection a.s a huge jt>kc, filled their glasses 
Avith champagne and drank heavily again, wliile Rasputin 
began to regale his “saintly” romf)nnions with stories 
of the intl.mate life of the pro-German Empress. 
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'Truly, it Vwis u ;;’.'*y, <lissi>liiU‘ iifo 'that tho \4aTniu()U'- 
rascal at llu.*. W^rkliotiirsk}' Moiiaston, ami 

Uiniiv \vcr(‘ the \v<Hncn ovor whom he exc‘rclM':cl his woird, 
unranuy fast'iiiat ion. 

“ {U-lii‘vc in nio and you will roi'aivo (aod’s hicsslnj^T" 
^v,:s Ids t'ojistant hiasplK*nK>us dcclai ation to e^'ory utanan 
look's won*, o.von passaMo. “Doulil nto and \(ni 
win Ijo tlannKsi.’* 

Uy Russia’s niilliiais in the provinct‘s ho was looked 
n|>on as Tnr lioly man .sent hy <io(l to tin* 'Psaic Did 
not ilio ‘'saint" 4‘at, at ilio I'.mpta'or’s lahlo, and did h<‘ 
nt>t prompt llis Majosfy in Tipdititij;' Iho. tlornians? Xoji". 
t\or (iroaiwd tlail ilu*: unkoiiijit inina loworkor, whoso 
Jastlnation tor w<Hmn was so astciundini.;, was tlu*. st:i:rol 
;md>assa<lor of «lu‘. Assassin oJ Pols<Iain. 

'Two ol Mvnipanious of hi.s ni|.ddly drinking 

hunts at IVrni wore naim'd Ih'inohino and ^'•t‘.])an^ohint^ 
brawny hdltnvs uhoso evil lilV. was almost as notorimis 
ns RaspntiiRs. Kouohim* Jtad Ixani a tTinjurvr ladiu’v ho 
adopivii a “holy " lifts ntid by roason of his knoulodj^T* of 
and illusiiins ho tViMpUMilIy a.ssisit‘d the Stands in 
prrh>nnlnj 4 ‘ those '*mirar.k':> ’’ titat so astomulcd ihi: 
nmjiks w'lu> wilnt^ssod them witlt open imniths. 

Whenever Ihin^s i^rew a little <lulh or Ras])Ulin he- 
lievt'd thal his divinity was heini;' clouljteth ho wouhl 
(’ahnly nnnoiuKV : 

“i have had a vision. !,asl ni^ht the Ifoly \‘iie,in 
appvare<l mno me. and deidared that I must tppJin per- 
i'orm a mirarli' so tliat the worhl slu^nid he made aware 
that (iod, thnrtu;h me. Is proireiin^- our ficar nation 
Kussia.” 

Instantly llie news we»nld spr(*a<i from nuiuth to mouth 
^-Rasputin’s name Ixdnfif forhiddim io he, mentioned in 
ihc newspapers that the. Sfarets was alxuit to perform a 
niirarle, aiu! thousands v\ould ass<‘ml)Ie In Mvme ojm'U 
plaec^ where one of Rouehine.'s eonjurtnj;' trirks would 
he performed. 

Uv litis lime so dis'ply ha<i Rasputin eorniptod the. 
Russian Church in its eet^tres of power and udnunisMa- 
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tion that half the liig-hcst ccdcsi-astical dig-oitarios were 
of his creation^ his fclIow-thicF in Pokrovsky havihg been 
appointed to a bishopric. 

^"ery naturally, Rasputin had made man}" enemies. 
His overbearing vanityj his rclontlcssncss in dealing wiih 
any who sloocl in his path, and the exposure of his use 
of ngcnts-bi'0'i'>ocateuys in securing the wnvic'tion anti 
imprisonment of anyone who displeased him, had aroiisetl 
against him a fierce hatred in certain quaiters both in 
Petrograd and Moscow. Many of those v/ho had sworn 
to be avenged Avere wronged husbands and fathers, a 
number of whom it had been my duty to endeavour to 
pacify even at personal risk to myself as the rascaPs 
secretary. 

It was while -at Perm that Rasputin received news 
that a man named Ivan NagloA'ski had hctm in P(»krovsky 
busily inquiring into his past, ami interviewing his si.sler- 
disciples who were living there, h'urtbcr, it wn.s reported 
that he had been in communication wdth the monk 
Helidor, a man named Oolenkovski, Avh<'>.sc young wife 
was a “disciple’' in Petrograd, and with Marie iVovitski, 
who was preaching loudly against tl^c erotic doctrine 
of llie iTcw '‘religion.” 

It Avas plain that Ivan Naglovski was a secret enemy. 

Acting upon the monk’s instructions I returned Ui 
Petrograd. and at the headquaricrs of the Secret i^)Uce 
made application that Naglovski’s movements should be 
watched. Three days later I was assured that a small 
league of patriotic mcm amd women had been formed, 
with Naglovski at thedr head, dcLerminec) io unve.il and 
unmask the traitorous rascal A\'ho was my employer. 

I was compelled to return to Perm and inform Ras- 
putin of the. result of my invOvStigations. Before doing 
so I Avent, at Rasputin’s instructions by telegraph, to 
Peterhof and was admitted by Madame V'yrubova to the 
Empress's presence. 

The handsome. Avoman was rc.sting in a gorgeous 
negligee goAvn prior to dressing for dinner, but she 
quickly eager and interested when I explained that 4 
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Imd come from Iht; ;nunk rmcl was rclurniTi^ Lo Perm at 
niirinighC. 

“When will the iloly [‘'athcr's pilgrimage end?” she 
inquired with a sigh, “ilc has been away weeks, and 
replies lo rny U'tters.'’ 

^“His time is no doubt fully txa'iipicd with constant 
dcvolion," icinnrkird Anna \'\riiLMA*n in e\'eiis(‘. 

*‘The h'alluT is njiuh tM'('!i|>ie<h \*our Maj/sty,” I 
sa id. 

' “Tell him for me that I am daily longing for his 
jiefurn/’ she said. “Hut wait. 1 will writt; to liiin and 
}ou shall eonvtA the letter,” at wlneh (uchr I bowtsl. 

“The h'alluu’ is mtirh troubled and j>erl iirbt'd,” J re- 
marked. 

“About what?” asked Her M:ij(\sty. 

“He has ene.mies. Some men and w'onxui have 
leaguerl lhem.s<*I\<'s with liu* olqe^t ol doing iiim iiartn.” 

‘Tfarnt!*^ she echoed. “W'itat Jiarju can eomr* lo 
I tint when, I)ciiig .sent to us by Hod^ 1 k‘ is inunime Iroiu 
any harm that <an befall us who are merely lutrnan? 1 
cU^ not understand A' 

Ibr words were in tb-cunsehes sulVieient to re\eal 
how^ completely and implii-iily the ICmpn^ss i>[ Russia be- 
lieved in the pretended di\'inity of th(: blasphemous ex- 
convh’i* 

“All I know, Your Maj<‘.s1y, is that the holy h'atlier 
is unduly perturbed. 

“Ah! surely h<* t'ati have no a]>prelvmsi<ut ? she srdtl. 
“‘rdl him from me tJtal as Cdirist had eru•mH^s so, of 
course, he has. Hut his enemu^s cannot do him injury.” 
Then rising and going at*ross to a lieautiful litihl csctI- 
loire, she added : “I will write to him. T s<‘nt him another 
letter tiy messenger only yesterday- ■<dght letters, and not, 
H line. c)f rcsfxmse ! ” 

For t<m minutes or s<o while the. Fmpress sal waiting, 
I chatted with Madame. XAruhfjva, and gave to her news 
of the monk. 

/'Toll him to return as qni<d<K‘ as possihled’ the? 
woman s;iid in a low, confiflcnlial \oi('e. “li tlaa'c nsilly 
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is a plot on fool ag-ainst him lio is safer in PnfrogTjri 
than in Perm. Besides, being- on the spot, h-e v/ilf be iiblti 
to combat his enemies with a swift and relentless hand.” 

*\s Her Majesty was writing- the telephone rang. 
Next moment it was plain that she was speaking with 
the Pmperor, who was away at the hc.adqnarters of the 
army in Poland. 

Having listened to something he told ht'r, she said : 

‘‘The holy Father's secretary is here with me, 'Flu 
h'ather still I'emains at Perm. F am writing him urgently 
asking him U> return to us, I wish yrm also tc) send a 
messenger u> him to induces him to ctjme back to Pelm- 
grad. will be back here next hViday, and is it not 

wise to hold another seance next day, oh?” 

Then she listened eagerly. 

‘‘Ah!” she cxdaiim-d. “I am glad you agre<‘ wit)\ 
me, Nikki, ^'cs, let us try and get llu^ Father back by 
Saturday at latest. Good-bye.” 

, And having rung off, she <'almly finished the letter and 
secured it with the well-known big st,al of black u:t\. 

“Remember,” she said as she gave it to me, “die 
Father must be here*, next .Saturday for se.mce, ^\hi^'h 
the lilmpcror will atttmd. He wishes again 1<» <'onsuJt tl)t^ 
spirit of his father Alexander. Urge th<‘ h'atlaa* to rrliirn 
ai oiK'e.” 

I promised to do her bidding, aiuk retiring*, at i)nc(' 
1(*rt the palace, and at midnight uas on my way ]->aek to 
the far-off town on the Kama. 

On tlic ev'ening of the following day T firme up to tin 
miuuisterv and then* found RasiJiitiTi at diiiner uiil» fla* 
<^x-( onjurtT RfvuchiiH*. When 1 eiif* red flie <'ns\ Htilt 
ronm in which the jiair were s(*afe<l, Rasputin had nMno\'<'d 
lus long* robe aiul was s(*ated in liis shirt rs like tl^^ 
peasant he was, I lemdid him llic letter iVwm the Ger- 
man-])orn hlnqu'ess, \\'hei(mpon he said; 

“Oil! read it to me, h'eodor. ! he ^land- 

V riling is alwa\> a pn/de lo me.” 

i knew how illiterate lie, was and th<' n asnn o{ hi., 
excuse. 
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T tore open the envelope, and quic'kly scanned the 
scribbled lines. 

‘‘No/’ I replied, ‘^not now, Chv^*c)r\ ; later/’ 

“But I insist!” cried the Starets herecl}. 

“Anil I ret use ! ” was my detcrtnined iT'ply, “I have 
reasons. *’ 

Those, last thre-(‘. wnnls \\<‘re nut lost upon him, for 
(h'iehka was nothin^^ 11 J)ot the \c\y aenie ol shrewdnes.s. 
Not an adventurer or cscri)c in hhiro]>c, ootikl ('oriqnrre. 
with him in elusiveness. 

“Well, Feodor, if >ou hav(‘ reaM)n^, then I know tliat 
tiny are sound oru‘s,“ he said. 'ria-a, lurnini; lo tin* 

“ holv” conjurer, he tp'inned and said: “h'eodor is a most 
cxeclleut se<'reiarv. So discreet too dis'*reet, I ollen 
think.” 

“One cannot Ite loo dlsrret‘1 in thi‘ pn\s<uil inter- 
nriiional erlsis,” 1 remarked, “ Fnemy t^ytss and cars 
arc open everywhere. One ran nc\er hi* too earefub 
Russia i.s full of tlte spies of Oennany.” 

“Quite true, Fcodor--'f;uile true!” eM'lalmcd Ras- 
putin, sinillnt:,^ within himst'lf. “i>c»n‘t you ap:r(‘(s friend 
Kouchitie 'r* ” 

“ Kntirely,” replied hi.s ai-coinpliia*, who, t]u>u^q:h he 
was well paid to assist in working;* “mirrudes” ]>eforc 
the peasants, nov(T dreamed that tlu* Slarcts, who handed 
him money* with stwh lavish hand, was ilte. chief a^o-mt of 
Cicrmnny in Russia. 

Indeed, Rrnn*hine\s only son had been killed in the 
advance on Warsaw, henei* he held the ITun in abh<>r- 
rcnf'c, and I am eertain that, luul he known Rasputin 
was the Kaiser's personal atr^’Ut matters would iia\e ^onc 
verv difk'rently, and in all prohahiiity the enemy plots so 
cleverly connived at by Alexandra fA*odorovna wTUtld have 
been exposixl in those early days of the %var- 

The, Russian nation <*vi*n to-dnv still rev(*ros its d'sar. 
They know tliat he was w<*ak but mennt well, and he 
w'as Russian at heart and intent upon stcinmlnf^ the 
Teutonic tide wb.ich flowed across his border. But for 
“the German,” Alexandra Fcodorovua, not one In all our 
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Russian millions has a Wiirrl nxi’cpl an oxfna! am or u 
curse, and as accursed l>y Russia, as is all Ihm- lined, she 
win go down in history tor the deicstaiiou of general, kms 
of those who will live between the Baltic, and the. 
I’acilic. 

R.isputin grew indignant because I <Tu.s!icd the 
woman’s letter into my pocket without reading ii, alnnd, 
but I knew well how "to treat him, therchire i licgan to 
explain all that I had learnt from the .Secret f’cdice con- 
cerning the activilie.s of Ivan Xaglovski. 

• Both men listened with rapt attention. 

"Then the fellow really intends (wil?” asked iho 
monk, as he laid dcwvn a ehickon-hone, for he. alwavs 
ate with hi;; fingers. 

“I fear he does,” was my reply. “But Her Majesty 
wonders why you should trouble. She .says that yo’i, 
Ijeing sent as Ru.ssia’s .saviour, arc immumi from bodily 
harm.” 

“.ih! liut remember when that young fellow shot 
at you and grazed two of your lingers at Minsk,” re- 
marked the conjurer with a grin. 

“■^es, quite so. I don't like this fellow Maglovski 
and his friends. I will .see KurlnfT.” 

Now, KurlolT was another treaehi-rous hure.-iue.rat, a 
ircaturc of Ra.sputin’.s, who sat in I’n-liipopoft’s Minist;-v 
of the Interior, and who later on eollee.ted the gangs of 
the “Black Hundred,” those hired assassin.s whom he 
clothed in police uniforms and had instruct'd in machine- 
gun practice— tho.se renegades whf> played such a .sini.sK-r 
jjart in the (irst Revolution. 

I then gave the :nf>nl: the urgent me.sstige from the. 
ICmpres.s. 

“Very well,” he replied, “I will l>o bark hv Salurd-iv; 
not because 1 obey the woman, but became' I must see. 
KurlolT, and I must lake aetKv. .sieps again.st Ihi.s han 
Xaglovski and his .-icimrsed frietifls.” 

Half-an-liour t.aler, wlicii alone in llie hare little, room 
:itl(gtcd to me, I fivik out the I'.mpress’.s letter to tin- 
Slarets and rc-ivad it. It was ;is hfilowst 
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^nTOL\ FATllKR,--!t is with dccpt*'.! loncrrii liiat {r(»m 
yoar Fcoclur i Ju*ar <jl th(‘ jdoi aj^ainsi you. 'I'iitic 

you can be* hariacd 1 do t»ot btdicvo. Voii, sent 'by Ciod i\< 
kussia’.'i t:nide to the bri^^ht fufun^ of < ivi] i*:itiuri wiiich 
(Germany will bring to hto*, ciuinut be liannecl by mete 
mortal. But it .vheie are aii\ uhu <lare dispute your divine 
j*ig-ht, ilu'u, uitli our <icrtr Slunmer, lake at onre dra.stie 
steps lo crush them. 

We caiiiuit .alkud Uy a'llow evil longues .to .-.juMk uf : 
neither <\ni we uiford the vulgar .v.'andal that st^me would 
^eek io ereiu<‘. f-f you, O Father, feel :ij)prehi'n.‘'ive, then 
act boldly in the kiio h'd^^e that you hate ymir devuti'd 
daugliter ever at your side and eve; leady and eager to 
jilai'c licr power a". Kniipre-.*- in your dear iia’ud:. '(‘herebm' 
.-tiike your nuuni^-' “wiitiy and without Ii'ur. l-ii''* prepared 
to utter sraiuial iiiu.-l be, at* all Tilenct'd. 

Our Iru'iid Pioti.pojxjff lue rmunied luuu f^ngland and 
lolls me rhat Lloyd (leoige and Ins liiemis are <‘\eiti!ig 
every ell'iwt t<^ win ihe wai. briitish aie bravt\, but, 

<»h! if they kiiow all that vo' know-- oh r 'I'ln‘y are in 
ij»norjun:o, and will lemaiu so tintil CL'rinany conquers 
Uur-sia and syireads the blessing nif k ivlli'-’auop. amutig the 
jieoplc.^ 

“ Nikki i- r«‘tnrnlnp;. A seama* i-: to be ilield -on Saturd*iy. 
'Von iTnu.-t be ba< k Iti time, ile is seiniinp; a uiesseugiT i»> 
\<wi urge y<.)U t(» rotiu n to ns t-o give us f‘uni-lou in’ these 
U»Tig dark days. Anna and tlie giils all kkr* your dear 
ha/uL— Vour dov<hr.*d ilauglher, ’ AbixL’ 

On ilie followjug* day a middie-agiMl, Liir-haired, rntlnn- 
w tll-dM*s.scd nmn, wIh^ gave the name ol \;e})c>las C'ln - 
vitcli, frnru Olvhta, a stilmrb of PetrogTacl, was brouelu it> 
jne by the monk who tu‘te‘d as janitor, and explained that 
}ie iiad pin ate liusiness with Uaspntin. 

1 left him and, ascending* tu the numlc's room, found 
him extremely anxious to aas't his visitor. 

^*1 will see him at on<’(\ ]’'eodor. 1 liave sonii‘ .secr<*t 
business with liirn. Here is the key <if a small hx'ktsd 
box in jour numi. Opf.-n it and take out ten firH^-tlmu- 
sand r<uible not<'-v and bring them to ni<* al(<‘r you have 
h.rOMglit in 1 'inw iteh/’ 

This J dith Ilriving admitted the \ isifor lo Raspu- 
tin’s presefice, I C)pt‘nt'tl the small jrT>ii -box whii.'h the 
Starets ahvay., < rirried in his suptaj.s( rl “pilgrimages'’ 
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and took out the mciiey, 'leaving in it u sum oi aixmt 
twelve thousand roubles. 

The ten thousand I carried to Rasputin, but as J 
opened the door I heard the fair-haired man say : 

'*A11 is prepared. The wire is laid acres'^ the liven 
yV>e tested it hvc days ag*o and k works excelltmtly.’' 

“Good! Ah, hero is my secretary Feodor!"' the 
monk exclaimed. “He has the ten thousand roubles 
for you, and there will be a further ten thousand on the 
day your plan matures."' 

I wondered to what plan the Starets was referrin^^^. 
But being- compelled to retire I remained in ignoram'e. 
The man Chevitch stayed with the monk for over an 
hour, and then left to return to the capital. 

Later on I referred to the visit of the stranger, where- 
upon Rasputin laughed grimly, saying: 

“You will hear some news in a day or two, my dear 
Feodor. Petrograd -will bo startled."" 

“ Howri^ 

“Never mind,’" he replied. “Walt!*" 

We arrived back in Petrograd on the following Friday 
morning, but although the Empress sent a messenger to 
the Gorokhovaya urging the monk to g'o to Peterhof at 
once, as she desired to consult him, he disregarded her 
command and did not even vouchsafe*, a reply. Indeed, 
Rasputin treated the poor half-demented Empress w'ith 
such scant courtesy that I often stood aghast. 

“The woman is an idiot!"" he would often exclaim 
to me petulantly when she was unusually persistent in 
her demands. 

Next evening, however, we Avent to the palace, wdiither 
another French medium, a man named Fournier, hafl 
been summoned, having, of course, been adminis'ten*fi 
palm-oil to the tune of .some thousand.s of roubles to 
give a “message from (iK; dead” in the lernis required 
by the wire-pullers in Potsdam. 

‘ r was not present at the stkanre, but later that night, 
when KasputitJ was siding alone wntli me c>vcr a bottle 
of champagne wliicdi an “A ruby” llunkey had brought 
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him, Jic rt‘vu;il(‘d thal the* nic^^scii^e* Iroin llu* ^1 sar 
<lcuil faHi't'r had Ixtut prodsu and murh In tile 

‘‘Nicholas, 1 spt‘ak thee/' tlu* splril had saal. 

“'rhoUL^h tiiou art bravo and thim* armies are bra\(*, >et 
tliino enenru'S will still eiu'uinpnss Ihee. J-oss will lolloW 
upon loss. 'The :uKa>wo will soon become a n- 

treal, and the hordes oi Williatu will da*’!! iorward and 
Poland will iieeonie (jcrinan. Vet do not be afraid. 
'Trust in the priori ('ounstd <>i lliy wife Alexandra {w'<i(ie>- 
rovna aitd in thy b'ulher RasTndiu, wluim Heaven iialh 
s(‘nt to ihee. lh‘licCi‘ no e\ il word o\ him, and let 
enemle.‘> be. .swejii Irtnn his patii. Such is m\ juessa;^(^ to 
thee, C) rny son ! 

As Rasputin jx prated those words with inoi‘k 
solemnity* h<* lau^eh<ai j^rimlv. 

'Die jhty ot it was that \i<'holas, 'Tsar of All tlu- 
Ru*-sias, Ix'Tu'ced in those paid-for inessap'cs* utkrn*d 
hv lhos<* ]U’estmt<‘<l to liini as mediutus and able to < all 
up the spirit of his lanu‘nt('d Iatlu‘r. 

“ Poor idiot ! Rasputin remarked, lirst ejaneinj; 
see that tin* do^'u* W’as closed, “ih* must havo stunetlTtn?^' 
to m‘tai)>y his shallow brain, 'i'liaf is why tlu^ ]'anpr(‘s->. 
arraiii*’es the sitlino's. Rut h'f'odord^ he added, I 
jn\ist see this eoeir^y of iniiH', Ivan Naj:>;lovski. Ih^ is 
not a iau"Sf)n to disrei^’arcled, and it sotuns fnan wlial 
you loUl me lie ha.s a number of intporlanl friends. W'e 
will discuss tin* matter to-nuirn)W.'’ 

lie aftei wards dismissecl na* with a wa\(* of his dirty 
hand, and I n*1ired to lied in a r-rumt at the farllu*r end 
the lon^i* s<»ftly carpeted corridoi. 

At noon next dav we hud n(n'‘s ot a lerjiblc tlisaster. 
Precisely at half-past eleven tin* <'ity <4’ jhUn't^rad had 
i)een shak<'i\ to its foundations lyv a leniiie exj>h.)slnn, 
followed by half a dby.en others, whit^h shaltet’(‘<l windows 
ami blew down si^.;ns and c'liinmeys in all parts of the 
city. At fu’si’ (weryone stoiftl fij^hasl as cxplodon tdl- 
lowed explosion. Tlten Jt transpired lluil the mum- 

tk>a works at Okhta, across the Neva, opposite* the 
Sniolny MotuiStery, had suddenly ))luwn up, ami thul; 
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liundrccis of workers hud been killed and maimed and 
the whole of the ncwly-constructcd plant wrecked beyond 
repair. 

I was just entering- Rasputin’s room at the palace 
when a flunkey told me the news. 

\Vhen a moment later 1 informed tlie vSlaivts he 
smiled evilly, icniarking-: 

“Ah! Then that further ten thousand roubles is due 
to Nicholas Chevitch. If he calls when wt* return to 
Pelrog'rad this afternoon, you must pay him, h'cN>dt>r. He 
has done his work well. Russia will be crippled for muni- 
tions for some time to come.” 

On our return to l^etnjgrad we found tlie city in the 
greatest state of excitement. The suc(X\ssion of exido- 
sions liad caused the people to suspect that the disaster 
was not due to an accident, as the authorities were fondly 
declaring', but the wilful act of the enemy. Rasputin 
heard the rumour and piously declared his sympathy witli 
the poor victims. 

Yet tve had not been back at the Ciorokhovaya an 
hour when the man Chevitch called, and at the monk^s 
orders I handed him the balance of his blood-money. 

That same evening Hjirdt, the secret messenger from 
Berlin, arrived, having travelled by way of Abo, in Fin- 
land. 

'T have a very urgent despatch for the Father,” lie 
said when he was ushered in to me, an<l he handed me a 
letter upon strong but flimsy paper, so tliat it could he 
the more easily concealed in transit*. 

At once I Look him up to th-e monk, w'ho was washing 
his hands in his bedroom. 

“Ah, dear friend Ilardt ! ” exclaimed the Starets, 
greeting him warmly. “And you are straight from 
Berlin! Well, how goes it, eh?” 

“Excellently well,” was the ref)Iy the nn*sscr\ger 
from the Sc('r-i‘t Si*rvIco Department in the Roniggrat/t'r* 
strassc. “(Germany relies ignm y<jn to assist us, as \\v 
know* you are doing. C'ount v<m W'edell has sent ymi a 
letter, which I have handed to your friend h'eodor. ” 
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“Read it, Feodor/' ^aid the monk, “'rbero are no 
secrets in it that tna\ be hidden froiii our dear Iriend 
Hardt.“’ 

He spoke the truth. Ilardt was Ihe confidential mes- 
senger who passed between th-e I^nipcror Whlliam and 
Alexandra Feodorovna, and nowadays he was travelling' 
to and fro to (iertnany always, notwithstanding that 
Russia was at war with her neighbour. 

At Rasputin's bidding i tore open ihc letter, Inil found 
ii to be written in cijiher. 

I'herrforc f sat down at the Utile desk and at once 
romnioiue(l to clvcaKle it, it was in tlie (yerrnan sj)y- 
ripher, the same used all owr ihe world by rionnan secret 
agents— the most sim])lc yet at the, same lime the most 
marvellous and complicated code tliat the woilcl has 
ever know n. 

'Hic keys \o the cotic were in twelve scnlcnccrt that 
one*, committed to nietnory. Henoe no code-book need ever 
lx*, ('arried. 'fhc: cijjher mt‘.ssagc:, in its inlnxliiction, tiful 
it's recipient the number of the scnU'nees being usecl-'a 
most, ingenious mode of corrrsi>ondence. 

With the paper before mo I dis<'tA'(Ted that in senionrc 
number eiglit I woukl find the key. The senteiK'c in 
question, a proverb .‘something like “h'aint heart nc.vi'r 
won fair lady," I \vrot<‘. down, and then at once began to 
decipher tlic cryptic message from Berlin. 

And I r(‘ad out llv: following : 

Mkmorantuim No. 

“ From No. 70 to rho Ifr^y F-atht j. 
tiic blowing up t)f the Okljt.v Munition Works is 
f^vKCcssfuI, niKlcnvour to get your friend [OhevitebJ to do 
similar work at the new fartory at Olonotx, where 

a sti’b- inspector named Ja‘menclf is one of our friends. 'foU 
this to C. and let ■them get Into tom:h with each other. 

approve of C/s sujvjrernun to destroy the battleship 
Cheliabivsk , and it is H»)gt,o‘stcd that this he carried <'>ut at 
the same price paid for C^khln. 

^*From xvhal we are informed you arc in some danger 
from a man named Naj,;;lc)v?ki, who .has .'■hown himself far 
too curious concern intr you of tale, Step.s bhouid be tr^ken 
against him.^- Giceiings* W.’* 
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"I’hc itiitial, I knew, stfH>cl for ^■oll VVt'flrll, ont' iif rho 
directors at the Kdnigj^r/il/orslras^c. 

Rasputin Jiciird m<* throu*:,di, and, tint <'iplu‘'* 

message, applied ri nintch in ii, aficr whicii iiardi, havinp; 
swallowed a glass of \’odka, left us. 

But the monk, as a nnsiilt of tlial. message, was at 
oni'c aroused to evil aclivity, and by means oi .i. r.iever 
ruse invited Ivan Nag-lovski to flimn-r tu :<i day. lb? 
arrepted, hoping, of course, to dis('o\er nnjre eoiv/iaaiing 
the monk, and quite i:nvons(Moiis lhal Rnsj^ulln kin‘w ol 
his hostile intentions. 'I'o dinner thvi'e weft* inxiled tb.e 
Brill ic Minister, Boris vSiiirirxr, and a sye<?j)hani ol Iii.^ 
named Siksrel. wStiirmer was in uniform and Sikslel in 
civilian attire. Naglovski, I found, was a \oiuigish man, 
who, when T Introduced him, appeared highly honoured to 
meet at Rasputin's table' ^h(^ Brime Alinistm- of Russia, 
while the monk went out of his way to ingratiate, hiinsell 
with his cn-cniy. Xaglovski ?md his friends liad liecm pn*- 
paring a plot, either to expose or assassinate, tlie monk, 
hence the head ol the ('on.spiraey was congratulating him- 
self that the plol was unsuspected by anyhr>dy. 

'Fho dinner passed off quite, merrily until, of a sudden, 
Stiirmcr, addr<‘ssing his fellow-guest, said : 

‘^News has lieen < onveyod to the holy Father that, 
and j'our fritmds have formed a plot against him. 
is that true? 

Nagku'ski started and turned pale. For a moment 
he was taken entirely oO' his guard. 

'‘AliM' went on Stunner in Ins deep, thi<d-i: voice, 
Rasputin having risen to go to the sideboard, “I see ii. 
is true. Xow, what i‘an you gain by enderiN’ouring to be- 
little thti chTorts of our cltsar kbit I rt* for lh<* salvation of 
Russia? Think. Arc you jiairiots? \o. We.H,"' 

w<mt on, reason the I^'athcr has invited y<ju lu-rc to- 
night is i<y come to tt »'nis wif]\ you. a list of your 

friends a s<‘«-ret li,sl tliat will bo afterwards destroved 
the Staretn will pay \ou twenty thousand n,iuhles, and, 
furtlu-r, I uill gi\t* \ou a diplomatic appoifiinifm in one 
of the embassies abroad wiitvewr you de^iie." 



POISON PLOTS THAT FAILED 163 

*‘\Vh;il ! " crird the young man. > “ Vou ask me to 
betray «iy fritaicls Lu that blasphemous rascal 1 and he 
pfhniecl ' his linger at Rasi-julin, who jnoved aside. 
“Never! i refuse! And, further, 1 tell you," h.c 
shouted, rising as he spoke, “I intend lo expose the 
inock-snint and his conjuring tricks; the t'ritninal miracle- 
worker who, according lo secret information 1 have just 
neeived, was the actual instigator ciF ilu* terrible disaster 
at Okhta. 'I'his is what iny ir'nmds, v. hen 1 revcvil to 
thtun the truth, will expose." 

As Ivan. NagiovsKi iilttu'cd his luting- (‘ondemnation 
Rasputin had on*])! U]-) hf-h'nd him, and drawing his re- 
volver siuldcnly eried in a loud voice *. 

" Ihiough ! \"ou don't leave this house alive. Gregor}' 
Rasi)utin knows how to i-riisli his enrmies, ncvi-r fear. 
All your friends will share your faltu d'akt^ that!" 

And he fired, the bullet siriking the unturUinati’s man 
•n the hack, where it entered a vital spot. 

Two hours later the body of Ivan N'aglovskl w^as dis- 
covered on some waste ground out at Kushtdevka, on the 
r)lher side of the city. d'hough the Director of Secret 
Police gu(‘ss<jd wluit hati orcurriMl, he pretended that it 
was A ix-implclc and unfathomable inyslery — and a 
mystery it has ever remained until this pres<mt exposure. 


CHAPTER XI 
rocsox PI.OTS THAT lAlLKI^ 

Bv tlic Spring of jc)i 6 Rasputin, th^vugh constantly re* 
ve.aling hhn.self as hlaspheuious blackguard, had become 
the greatest power in Russia. 

liis nauH*. vva.s \vlus]H-i'ecl by the awe-strIcken people* 
All Russia, from th(.* Eugiress down lo the most illiterate 
mujik, accepted him as divine and swxillowcd any lie 
he might utter. 
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The %vcck3y meeting's of the sisrcr-disc'tpU s were 
beconiing more popular tiuin ever in Petrograd. soricj y, 
and there were many converts to the new ‘‘reUgiun/’ 

One evening a reunion for recruiting purpusv-s \\%js 
held by tlie old Baroness Guerbcl ni her ]jig house in 
the Potcinkinska^^a. The 3 ^ellow-toothod, loud-spcakiisg 
old lady had been persistent in her apj-K'nis to Ra.spuiin 
to hold one of his meetings at her house, and he Innh 
with ill-grace, acceded. On fully a dn;^en occasion.^ 
the baroness, who was a close friend of old Countess 
IgnaliefT, had interviewed me and endeavoured to enlist 
my services on her behalf. At last the monk had said 
to me : 

“Well, Feodor, if the old hag is so very persistent, 
1 suppose I had belter spend an evening at her house 
and inspect her lady friends.’" 

Thus it had been arranged, the “saint ’* little dream- 
ing of the outc'omc of that fateful reunion. 

It seems that Baroness Gucrl)cl had arranged it 
because she wished to introduce io Rasputin a certain 
Madame '^''atchevski — the wife of an officer who was very 
rich — who saw that, by Ra.sputin’s inllucncc, she could 
aspire to< a position ai Court. 

Olga Vatchevski proved to be a pretty, fair-hairod 
little \vomiin of girlish figure and sweet expression, and 
from the moment of their introdiicf ion the unkempt monk, 
after crossing himself and uttering a benediction, becam*; 
greatlv' ini crested in her, the result b(‘ing that she he- 
cam<: an “ jusplrant," and her initiation info the secrets 
of the cult was arranged to lake place on llie folkming 
Wednesday. 

'fhe m<‘t*ting' ended, the dozim or so neurotic womt‘n, 
all of them of the highest 5orit‘tv in the ca]>ItaJ, h 
bent and kissed the iinwasht'd hand of Russia’s “<aviour/’ 
as was their habit, aiul when tht\v had the monk 

sat down and dr.ank half n bottle of brnn<!y served to 
liim by his ugl\' <»ld hostess. 

Next night I haun»'n<»d ft) he out at ilie thealn* v/hen 
Rasputin, 'vho was ah>ne, enien;(‘d to walk round to a 
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profcss’Kiiial blar];maikT nninecl Ivan Schesoleff, who 
ill the Rozhsky i’rospekt- Suddenly he* was set upon 
hy three Cossacks — afterwards found lO' liave been nica 
hired by Madame Yatelievskihs husband — who, hustlintj’ 
the “saint'’ into n narrow side si reel, i^'ag’g'ed him, 
stripped him of the silk blouse embroidered by the 
'Fsaritzids own hands, his wide velvet breeclics, and his 
heautiful boots of patent leallier. 

'rhoii they drew a knout and administered to th<.‘ 
lascal a sound drubbini^*, afterwards binding- him waih 
jO [)0 and shutlinj^" him up In a neighbouring slablevard, 
attired only in liis undtunvear ! 

His (‘loth(‘s they paekt'd up in a eardlxjard box and 
delivered to \’atche\ ski, w’ho, liruing* sealerl it, sent h 
by sj)ecial m(\ssenger to 'I'sarskoe-St'kj-, where it was 
lieliverod into- the Ifmpress's own hands. 

Alexandra Jn*odorovna, on having; it opimed and dis- 
covering' the insult to lier “body loither,” waxed furious. 
Meanwhile, Rasputin had been disM>\c‘U‘d, and v\’as at 
home foaming at the uumth at the iufligniiy. He, “ tlu* 
saviour of Rii.sslad’ had been thrashed and degrad(‘d 1 
At two- o'cloek that morning he look a cair to the 
juilace, and 1 arrompanied inm. He had an interview 
w'ith Her Majesty, who was attired in a rich dia^ssing- 
gown of paic-hlue silk, ami the pair resolved upon a 
rigid iiKjutry regarding the affair. 

“It is monstrous that you, oiir dear bather, should 
‘ havti sucli enemies about yt>u ! We will ciush lh(‘m I “ 
she dec'lared angrily, “I will see Mikki aht3ut it in th(‘. 
morning. To stuul me your VlotlK's is a j>ersonnl insult 
to myself. Jt is abominable! ''J‘hes<‘ pe(>pl(* shall sufbT ! " 
Thar night we reinainfd at tlu‘ paUn'e, and next 
morning Protopojxtff wms called frt>m k(‘lrograd and i in- 
formed by llte ICmpress of what ha<l ot^airred. T.ater the 
Minister t'amo. to the room whenrin T was writing at tlie 
monk’s db'talion, and promised that the vvliole (d tlu* 
maohinerv of th<‘ St^enM Rolic(‘ should be s(*t, in mot ton 
to discover the perpetrators of the outiagt*. 

Rasputin knew that many of the husbands of Jus 
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devotees were enraged against him ; therefore he could 
not, at the moment, suggest any particular person who 
had plotted the affair, and prohabiy the police would 
have failed to obtain any information had not Captain 
Yatchevski himself boasted in the Olliccrs' Club of how 
he had had the Tsaritza’s pet “saint'" stripped and 
thrashed. 

In Petrograd the very walls had cars; therefore within 
three hours the “saint"' knew the identity of the in- 
stigator of the outrage, and gave his name U> tlie 
Empress. 

“We will make an example of him/" she said. “ Other- 
wise it may be repeated. I leave it to you, dear Father, 
to take what reprisals you wish. In any course you 
adopt you will have the full authority of bath Nikki 
and myself.’" 

For nearly a week Rasputin was undecided as to 
how he should wreak vengeance upon the unfortunate 
Yatchevski, whose wife had by this lime become one 
of the monk's most devoted “sisters."" 

On two or three occasions he went to the MinivSter of 
War and chatted with the traitor, General Soukhomlino-ff. 

Once ho remarked to me, after a meeting of the 
“disciples"’ at our house in the Gorokhovaya : 

“That captain shall pay — and pay dearly — for his 
insult! Think! — only think of it, F6odor — of sending my 
clothes to Her ! What must she have thought ! 

To me it seems that she doubts whether I can take 
care of myself. And am I not inspired, divine! — se-nt 
as the saviour of Russia, and immune from the ;ai;jcl:s 
of mankind ! 

Ilis subtle mujik mind clearly saw the bad impre>,si<Hi 
'which must be produced upon the woman wlio was so 
completely beneath the thraldom his hypnotic ey<^s. 
If he could be beaten as a charlatan, tlu-n sia'h a^'lion 
of his eni'mics must naturally create a doubt in her inirub 
Hence he was s<'heniing to exhibit his j^nver. 

The worst fL‘alure of the pt^sithm was that from 
the Ofliccrs’ Club the incident had leaked out all over 
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Petrcgrad, until it luid become common talk in tlic cafes. 
The stQry of Griehku jsiuin^* upon a chui^-heap was 
on lh'.‘ Tps of (iveryboUy, while a well-known inernljcr 
of the Duma remarked : 

“A pity lie was not buried in it, never to see the 
Hg-ht of day again ! 

Vatchevski was, of course, unconscious <jf the Imow- 
ledge leld by ilui monk. He was at the Ministry of 
Wai, head of tjne of its many dci)arimera s, a loval 
j>ati'ioti(: Russian, who, like <jur millions, believetl tliat 
Soukhoiiilinoff was ''out to w'in.*’ He was ignorant ol 
the in\sistible powau* which the dirty ‘'saint” nuild w'icld, 

Oiu day, to Ca]>tain \’at<‘liev.^ki\s delii^hl, he kaind 
himself raised in rank and appoinU‘d military ciiruniandant 
of the tow'n of Kaluga, south of Moscow, wltli jjermission 
to lake his w-ife tij lesidc thi.‘re. Naturally lie was 
gratifiol to receive so influential an aiJjDointnuait. 'hhoiigh 
j>osse.sK'd of much money, he bad hitherto ma [»rogu*.ssed 
v<*ry far in his otlicial rarc<T, and this favour shown 
hini by the 'fsar, who had made th<* a.ppointnu*nl, pleased 
hini in-mensely. 

His wife, of course, felt otlicrwase. She would lx:' 
separated from her gay friends, the “sisters” <>f the 
mouk’h “religlom” ‘ Desidos, she saw that by ojitering 
KaspWin^s cult there was a pro.spect of becoming on 
terms of txrsonal frieitdslnp with the Empress. 

Anyhow, a week later Olga Valolutvski, having bhkltm 
farew'fll to the m<mk, was forced to depart with her 
husband to the impoiiaut town of Kaluga, an<l for u 
fortrigbl I heard nothing. 

One morning, howevi.'r, the monk rec<‘ived a certain 
(icn<’ral Ni('holas Oanetski, of tiu' ImjxM-Ial CJeucral vStaff, 
when, without much preamble, ihi‘ ol'tia^r remarked : 

*‘The warning you gave u.s conr<*rnitig Vatclu'vski luis 
proved quite true, fh' has been in I'ommunicalion with 
h German agent in Riga nanual Kldss\“ 

“Ah ! I w'as Cjuite c’crtain of it, (huierah” ntinarla^d 
ihe “holy” man, wdth a sinister grin. “I disrvna^rt^d 
jl quite by accident. Well, what luixc you dtme?” 
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“I-lc and his wife arc both under pre\cntive nrcsl, 
pending- an Imperial order. The papei's we scvlzcd are 
conclusive. Among* them was the enemy spy cede. 'The 
whole ease is quite clear, and theie can be no deAnce.'’ 

‘"Then there will be a coat t-martial? 

‘‘Of course. I have ordered it to be held on llie 
seventeenth, in Moscow.’' 

“They arc both clever agents of Germany,’’ the monk 
remarked. “Be careful that they do not slip :hrough 
your fingers.” 

“No fear of that, Father,” replied the general, 
“Possession of the German code is in itself sufficient 
to secure them conviction and sentence.” 

The latter was indeed pronounced ten days Inter, 
The little fair-haired woman, who was so de\otcd to 
Rasputin, and who frantically appealed to him in vain 
to save her, was sentenced to imprisonment for life at 
Yakutsk, in Eastern Siberia, while her husband, con- 
demned for treason, was next day shot in a :>arrac.k 
square behind the Kremlin in Moscow. 

Truly, Gregory the IMonk swept with drastic and 
relentless hand any enemy who crossed his path 

II was about a week after I heard of the oeoufion 
of the Governor of Kaluga that I happened tc be at 
Tsarskoc-Selo again with my evil-faced master, btnng 
busy writing in the luxurious little ruom allotted to him. 

Madame Vyrubova had been W'ith us, dlscussiiig Ihe 
condition of health of the heir 1o the throne, when, 
after she had loft, there entered quite unexpootedw tlic 
Emperor himself, 

“Gregory,” he said, standing by the window, a tinMl 
in the rather fad('d navy sergt! suit he ^()^netimes wore 
when busy in his pn\aitc cabinet, “I hav<* hocfi ttde! 
to-day tliat the TToIy Synod are once again agitating 
agoinst you. From what Sturnior has said an hour ago 
it appears that the Cluirch has hocomc. ioalons of your 
friendship wilJi my wife and mvsdf. I really ('armot 
understand Ihi.s. Whv .should he so? As our divine 
guide in the w'ar against our relentless enemies, wc Ux>k 
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to you to lead us along- the path of violory. Alexandra 
FogdurL^’na has been telling me to-day some strange 
tales of :>ubUe intrigue, and how the Church is uniting 
to encioavour to destroy your popularity with the people 
and your position iierc at our uouri/' 

“Thou Jiast it in Uiy power to judge me by my works/' 
was the mcink's grave reply, crossing himself piously and 
repeiiting a benediction bencatii lus breatln “Gregory 
is but tile servant of tlio Almighty Gi>d, sent unto thee 
to guide and direct thee and thy nation against those 
who seek to destroy ami dismember the Empire. Cannot 
1 have the names of those of llie Cdiurch who arc 
seeking my downlall? Surely it is but just to myself 
if thou would.^t furnish tiiein U; me? Personally, 1 
entertain no hope.’’ 

“No 1k>p<* ! " cried the Tsar, starting. “What do 
you mean, I'ather? Kxp*ahi.” 

“ No ho()o of victory for Russia, surrountled as she 
is on all sides by those wlio are conspiring to do thee 
evil. Again.'d thee the Church is ever plotting. As 
Starels- — I know ! 

“Anil t he I V< h ’ii ra 1 1 u* ? ’’ 

“He is thy friend/^ 

“And the Bishop Tcofan? Surely be is not a 
traitor?’' 

“No. For years I liavc known him. Trust Tcofan, 
hut make an end of the ecclesiastical camarilla which 
is against ihec.” 

“Ilow can I? I do not know thorn?” was the 
Kmperor’s reply. 

“I tell thro plainly that if matters are allowed to 
pro<Ted, the (luirf’h, suhoined bv (lenunn g«>Id as it is, 
will oontrivr‘ to defeat our anus. Monce it behoves 
thee to act-^and act imin(‘diatelv I ” 

The Tsar, his' hands* In the pockets of his jacket, 
St^iod sihuit . 

“ B<*eiUis»^ hv divine grai'i* J possess the power of 
healing, thv (‘hundi Is jealous of me.,” KasTinlln went 
on. “The Holy Synod is seeking niy overthrow ! Always 
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have I acteid lor the bcndit of nuinkind. But the* 
Russian Church seeks to drive me furlh. 1 

must bow to the ineviUiblc — and 1 will depart ! 

“Ah, no, Gregory! Wo cannor spare you, our dear 
Father,*' declared the Iimperor. “This ecelesiasi itail 
interference wc will tolerate no longer. You must ludp 
me* I give carte blanche to you to dismiss liu^se 
the Church who are disloyal and your enemies aud"nuiH‘, 
and replace them by tho.se who are our friends, and 
in whom 1 can place my trust/' 

“In the sweejang clean of the Chureli thou wilt find 
many surprises/’ replied the monk, elated at the success 
of his clever reasoning. 

.“No doubt. I know that the Empress and myself 
are surrounded by enemies. Plots are everywhere. Is 
not Protopopoff continuous in his declaratif)n that the 
Church is against me? I know — nlas I loo wdl. And 
1 leave its reformation entirely to you, dear IAitlu*r/’ 
Reformation ! Within twelve hours RusjHitin^ who 
dictated to me over fifty letters, and had, in the name 
of the Emperor, dismissed most of the liighcr Church 
dignitaries in various parts of Russia, the new fh'o- 
curator of the Holy Synod havings been appaulcrl bv 
him only a few weeks l)efore. 

Bishop Teofan, who liad romnienccd lib* as t\ il'ar- 
dener, who had been convicted as a criminal by ilu* 
court of Tobolsk, and whose sistt*r was a *’tiiseip]e“ at 
Pokrovsky, held a long cajufeienct/ with ihe “saint “ 
lasting well into the night. Truly, they wen* tiu- nio^i 
precious pair i>f unholy st'-oundrels in ail hath 

being in the immediate cnlourag<* ul* 'I'licir Maj(*‘aies, 
and both pretending to lead “holy” lives, thuugdi tiuw 
were gloriously drunk each evening*. 

Nevertheless, within forty-eight lunirs of Raspntin'jt 
conversation with the Tsar, the Church t)f Russia had 
beejfi sw’-ept clean of all its loyal ailht^renls, and in ihelr 
places — even in the bishor)rics of Ka*/an, Tver :m<i ()<}essa 
—were appointed alrcdiolir rascals uf ihe same calibre 
as Rasputin himself. 
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Is it, then, any wonder that Holy Russia has fallen? 
indeed, the new bishop ol was, three days 

after his appointment, found one nij;rht riotously drunk 
ill one of the piincipal streets in the city, and, as he 
was wearing- ordinary clothes, was arrested by the police, 
who did not recognise him, so that the precious prelate 
spent the night in a cell I Such was our dear Russia in 
the midst ol her valiant struggle against the Hun ! 

My dissolute inasfer, possessed as he was of super- 
hutnan cunning, held the Empire in the hollow of liis 
hand. He coultl make or break the most powerful 
statesman within a single day* In that small lireproof 
safe of his, concealed beneath the Ooor of the vvine- 
rellar at the Gorokhovaya — that safe in which were 
preserved so many amorous letters from neurotic women 
whom the monk intended later uii to blackmail — was 
also much documentary evidence of the “saint’s” vile 
jjlots, correspondence which, later on, fell into the hands 
<.jf the revolutionary party, who revealed only a portion 
of it after Rasputinks tragic end. 

Possessod of inordinate greed, the monk had a mania 
for amassing wealth, yet what really became of his money 
was to me always a lnysL<^ry. I'hougli he would have 
a balance of a million or so- roubles at his bank to-day, 
yet the day after to-morrow his pass-book showed pay- 
ments of mysterious sums, winch w'oiild deplete his funds 
until often he. liad perliaps but a single thousand roubles. 

Jiilu what (‘hanm‘l went all that money which he 
received for bribe^ry, for creating appointments, and for 
suggest trig that young men of good family should be 
given sinecures, I \\'a.s never able to discover* 

Personally, I believe he paid certain persons whose 
wives were “disciples” hush-money. Hut his power was 
such that I could never see why lie sIhhzUI do so. Yet 
the 7Tuijik mind always wt;rks in a mysterious way* 
The true fa<’ts concerning the desperate conspiracy 
against Generals Hmsilofl' and Rorniloff have never been 
told, though s(‘V4Tal Freiudi writers have attempted to 
reveal them, and the revolutionists themselves have cn- 
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dcavoured to dohe Into the mystery* As secretary to 
the Starets, I am able* to disclose chc actual and m'ost 
amazing truth. 

It will be remembered by my readers ilial Cent ral 
Brusilolf, early in June, 3910, had his fxmr armies woU 
in hand, and made a .superhuman eftort n> deiVal the 
Central Powers between tlie Pritxa and ilie Rounnuuari 
frontier. He was a feiirless and brilliant taelieian^ and 
within two inonllis liad siu'ct'eded In t'apluring 7,7^7 
officers and 35 oA '15 men, with S<)5 guns -atul iennuu)>er 
that this was in fac<‘ of all llu^ obsiat'les that the 
Minister of War, who was working with Kaspuliri ;e. 
Germany’s friend, had pJa<’ed in his way. 

Bruslloff had done splendidly. No Russian geiuaal 
has oebpsed him in this war. He performed miracle > of 
strategy, and Berlin IkuI very naturally become genuinely 
alarmed. All their ncgoliruions with StOrmer, Pioio- 
popoH, Rasputin and others of the “ Black hV>rcc had 
apparently been of no avail. They liad staked millions 
of roubles, but williout much result. Our armies were 
advancing, and the combined (ierman and Austrian 
forces were daily being entrapped into the mar.shcs or 
forced bac‘k. 

Even Rasputin realised the seriousness of the position, 
and more than once referred to it. 

Early one morning, twifore I was up, Hardt, the 
secret messenger fr<5m Berlin, arrived. 

After greeting me, he informed me that ho had an 
urgent secret despatch for the Father — to be delivered 
only into his own hands. Therohire I at onct^ con- 
ducted the travel-worn messenger to Rasputin’s bedroom, 
where he delivered a crumpled letter from the belt wliioji 
he wore nc'jct his skin. 

•‘Read it to me, Feodor,” said the ” saint,” sitting no 
in bed and rubbing his eyes after a drunken 

Opening It, I found it to be in a code in what \v:is known 
as “Sentence number seven ” — words whic'li. truth to lell, 
spelt an ancient Russian proverb, which translatvd into 
English means : “Actions bcTit men ; u'onls befit women." 
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Taking- a pencil, 1 wSat dtnvn, and after ten minulcs 
or so, ckinng which time the monk chatted with Ilardt, 
1 succeeded in decipherings the mcssag'c, which ran as 
follows : 

F. 0,823 

]M»'innrani:urii from ‘ -NtJ. 70.* Scot:/. (Did Pvivtzic. 

''' Fui'ijrr to the meuiorandiini F.Ck 2,734 *-22, it is deemed 
i 4 ‘ grt'riti'si und n)ost Liumctiiate iiniH»r.aiu c‘. t'hai the l^ripct 
ulTcn-ivf should at ona* rruM*. Y<iu -a ill recollcrt that in 
your reply you mcidc a ])runn.sr‘ I'hat the olfiuihive was to bo 
iijrncd into a deloat within louitccn d;j\^. Hut this hos not 
bctui clorir, ,tncl a lertruu .-ona;]e [ibe Kai.-'Orl is ^.^reatly 
(ii.i'al isu*‘d. 

'r;ii‘ adv-ance must not <v)niinut:, and we semd you 
turf her MNu-tM instruriions, .hiTowiih eiichised. Lorso no time 
in rnrrying ihein ^)ut. 

Wo hope you Iiav{‘ n<;t overloukcfi t'lic instru-ctions con- 
t.iiuod in Vh (k - 5,734 estuTiallv rty^arding tlic destruc- 
tion of tin: 'munition iiu. tones at Vologda .and ikiiog^oyo. It 
i-, a ]dty you 'have .nllowed K. IKart^olf, \wh<) blew up the. 
r\)>)n-«ive work? at Vihorg, w'lu'rc lour Iiundred lives were 
lo''t) lo slnd. lie was (‘xtrenudy u.'?r*fuL 'rhe woman 
M.mvor.ky, w'ho wni' his nssi-^iam, w-a-, not in lovo with him., 
'K, vou rrpiuted* She. would have n.ssi^'ted kirn ftirtJicr if 
ulhMved iuo' liherty. Wo wonder you v\ere not more correctly 
inforrruuJ. Havment o-f 500.000 rouhilcs wi'll be made to \our 
]>ank on the ilStli from Moluit7/lvi anrl Company of Nijni 
Novgorod, , S.’^ 

Knrloscd was n .sheet of f>ale yellow paper, upon 
which h:i<! Ik"’u typed iti Ru.^siuti the roll<»winj^ ; 

Scarf /nsfciicfioiis.' ' (i) \%au are to double th<j pro- 
rni'.ed payment to N'u'holns* ivTeder and Irene Fei'^oher for fho 
blowing u\) of iTir \v<»rk> at \'oltyf;da nml Hologoye, on con- 
chaon that the aiVair i.-> rarijed huh \iitliin fourteen d'ny.'; of 
tfm lereipt of this. If riot, arranyp* willi your friend P. 

[ Protopofio/f) to hax'^e both arrested with incriminating'- 
papers upon them. 'J'hcy may become ilangornus to us 
unless implicated, 

** ( 1) As you liave failed to carry out ihti plans ag-ainst 
(runeraks Hru.dloff and Knrniloff, then you most' adopt otimr 
tneans ngfainst ho'h gmier.tls, aiwl rhus eu-niire a lull upon the 
frontier. We note that the attempt mule- bv BnistlofF’s 
liody-hcrvani, fwm Sawvitjh, hie- unfortunately failed. 
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The bearer of this will hand voti a tninll It 

contains t\^(> tuncb of poui1(t/ I'rtcr v:hu 

has succeeded Snwvuch n,, ,hp oonevar.- servaat,. (c l,e 
trusted. \ou will sciic; t;;in; jn.irl.f>.l Xo. i to inn in 

secret at Gcnurai onicr.'. to ni;\ t'u; 

contents with tne powc.ou-d suoar which the ;;ener.!l e; ra 
the ha on of taking with slewed Iruit. 'I'hn .Xi;;hf.-,t tni.c 
of the powder will losiiit in de;i»h imin ^ c;iu.e v. n it Vv’di 
be impossible ior llie cltjciors to idmiif}. 

daiicer nt the }*.;iifTrs N.idn 

JsounkofT, liviiig" 111 trio Gai no v.sk<}\”i, Vvill (Till upon vou 
tor the inarkcci No. 2 . .Siie is a friend of Gc'U’rni 

KorniloiT, and is abom to join him in hc'nc’fpi.iruT ^ ar Oi:r 
orders. She has already Jht inhirurtion^ a*’ to the n‘-(' of 
the tube. J nc tuo deaili*;. will be ent.reb-' diiTeimt, the:r- 
fore doctors will never 

At all hazards the ofreii.',ivc must be ended. Gre<Minjj'.\ 

“ S.*' 

After I had read th<]; instructions Mnrdt prndiu'Ofi a 
box of Swedish safety matches, which he emptied up^m 
the table, and amon«** them we saw two tiny lubrs ^hiss 
hermetically sealed, ones conlainiiu^’ a white <'liaIk-Hkc. 
powder and numbered while the other was half filled 

with pale ^reen powdeh and marked *‘2/’ TIu-m\ ho 
handed to the monk, savint» : 

wiU use your lc*Iepho"u-, if I mav? I have I0 ask 
the young w^oman Nada Tsuurikon to call lie re to see 
you. 

The monk having granted permission, finrdt, passing 
into the study, was s(K>n spe<aking with the popular young 
dancer of the BoulTes. x r ^ 

You will call here at no^m, eh ? ” he asked, to which 
she gave a response in the alFirmativc. 

Punctually at twelve I was informed that a young 
lady, who refused her name, desircti to have an urj^ent 
interview with the Star^ts, an<! on going to the waiting- 
room, wherein so many of the fair sex sat dally in paticnri^ 
for the }’ athcr to receive ihem, T found a tall, xvIl]o\cy, 
dark-haired and exceedingly handsome girl, u*)io, after 
inquiring ^ t wore h<^iod(>r Rajevski, told me that her 
n^ame was Tsounkoff and that she had been sent to see the 
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Without dt‘,lay I inlroduccd her to the “holy maiij 
wli-o with his hands crossed (U'cr his breast iu his 

most pious altitude. 

‘'*My daiif; liter, you have, I believe, been sent to me 
by unr nuiUial friend,” lie said. “You wish for somc- 
Ihing'? lb‘re it is,” and he pnvriuced a small- oblong* 
cardlioard box such ns jewellers use bn' men’s scarf-pins. 
Ofiening tb he sliowcd her tlie. tiny nibe reposing in pink 
eottoii \uvoh “iJ is a lillle proseni lor somebody, eh?” 
he ask('d with a sinister laugh. 

“i^eihnps,” n‘j)]ie(’ ihe girl as slie look il and placsnl 
it rarefully in ihr, black silk vanity-br»g she \^as carrying. 

“ V<;u h<Ke. alu-ady rcs’eived insLructioiis thiough an- 
other channel?” incpiircd Rasputin. 

1 h:»\e, 0 b'a'ther,” was her reply. 

”TIien ht' <*xtn'nu'ly (‘areful il. Let ned a grain of 
it touch you,” ho said. “I am ordered to tell you thau” 

She. promised to e^e^c^^a the, greatest care. 

“And when y»m liav<j fuirille<l your mission come to me 
again/’ he said, fixing her with his sinister, hypnotic 
<*ycs, beneath the (.old intcuise ga:'e of which I saw that 
she was iretnbhng. “Remendter that ! ~ fatrform whal is 
expo(n.cd of you fearlessly, btit with comphUe disorotion, 
and instantlv on your return lo- Rn’drograd call here and 
report to me.” 

Tlie. girl proinised, and then, kissing the dirty paw 
wliioh the monk field out- to her, she witlidrew. 

“ < iond-looking— exlrcmely good-looking, Feodor/’ the 
monk renuuked as soon as she bad gon<x “Shu might be 
\'ery useful to nn* in th<- near future.” Thtm after a 
pause ht‘ added: ”Ring' uj) His Fxr’idleiuw tlie Minister 
of War and ask where, Brusiloff is at tlic prCwSont 
moment.” 

I <]id so, and after h short wait found myself talking 
\i) (iencral Sonkhomlinoff, who tol<l me that (he Russian 
ronmumder was that dav at ht adquat ters at Min.sk. 

Whe.n r told tlic monk, lie said : ‘MVmi must go there 
at once, Feodor, and carry the Httk* tube to the Cossack 
IN'ter 'tVhmnine, wlio is now !>nislloffks liody/servant.” 
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I ! I gasped, startled at the suggestion ihal I 
should be chosen to convey death to our gallant com- 
mander. 

*‘Ycs- And pray why not? Someone, whom I can 
trust must act as messenger. And I trust you above all 
men, Feodor.” 

For a moment I hesitated. 

Then I thanked him for his expression of ronfidenrc, 
but he at once noticed the reluctance uhich I hati en- 
deavoured to conceal. 

“Surely, Feodor, you arc not hoshaiing \c> perhu'm 
this scr\*ice for the Fatherland? Think of nil the sacri- 
fices we arc making to bring the benefit ^jf flennan c'i\i- 
lisation into Russia,” added the pious scoundrel. 

“I will go — certainly I will go,” I said. “But 1 can- 
not leave to-day. I shaM require papers from iIjc 
M inistry ere I can travel.” 

“His Excellency the General will order them io he 
furnished to you,” he said. “I will sec to it at onco.” 

And five minutes later he went out to seek the 
Minister. 

I was horrified at my position, compelled as I was to 
convey the means of death to the hands of the German 
spy Tchernine, who had been placed us siTvant to the 
Russian commander. I saw that I mu.st leave Peirograd 
for Minsk that night ; ' therefore I set about preparing- 
for niy adventurous journey. Indeed, shortly before mid- 
night I left the Gorokhovnya with the box of Swedish 
matches in my inner pocket. 

The journey from Peirograd due south to Polotzk, 
where I had to change, proved an interminable one. and 
occupiod nearly two days, so congested was the lino bv 
military traflic and ambulance trains. At last on ru rival 
there r joined a tr<fx>p-lrain with rcinforremenl s going to 
Minsk, whore I duly edigbied, lo discover thru (Jen<Tal 
Brusilo/Ps headquarlers were out at a village called 
Gorodok, uboiU 'five miles distant, in the dirVc-tiim of 
Vilnri, Idle e.v<;ning was bltterl\ ('oUI, mul as I drove 
along I became filled with ineffable disgust of Rasputin 
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and the disgracofiil caniarillu who were slowly but surely 
hurhng’ &ic nation to its doom. 

Had 1 refused to undertake that devilish mission, the 
monk would have instantly suspected me of double 
dealing-, and sooner or later I should have met with an 
untimely end, as, alas! so many others had done. So 
completely had he placed me l>eneath his thumb that I 
was cmnjX'IIed to a<;t as he dictated, in order to save my 
own lif<*, for, as 1 have already explained, the ‘"holy’' 
man hold the lives of those who displeased him very 
cheaply. 

At headquarters, whii-h proved to he a veritable hive 
of military aeiiviiy, 1 posed to a serg^eant as TehernincS* 
brotlier, and ]>rgu<;d that f mig-hl see liiin.^ ft was nearly 
dark as I slood with the man, who iiad roughly demanded 
my husin(‘ss there. 

• I fear you will not be able to see him/’ he replied. 
“The Kinper-or has just arrived on a visit to headquarters, 
and he is with the general, and your brother is in attend- 
ance upon them.” 

Tchornine, a spy of Germany, was actually in attend- 
anoe upon the limperor, and hence could listen to the 
conversation between His Majesty and the army com- 
mander ! 

“ But, I have come all the way from Petrograd, ” I 
whined. liavc a mc.ssage to g*ive niy brother from his 
wife, whom I fear is dying.’’ 

'riiis moved the honest sergeant, who, calsHng* one of 
his men, told him to go to Ti'hernine and tell him he was 
want<‘d inunedialely. 

“Only for a hrw moments,” I said. “I will not keep 
him from ins duly more than two or lliree minutes — ^ju»t 
to give him the message.” 

I waited ak>n-' in a small, 1>ar(‘ hut for nearly half an 
hour, when the man returned with BrusilofT’s servant. 

“Ah, dear brother Peter!” I tried, rushing ftirward 
and embracing him ere he could (express astonishment. 
“So I have found you at last- -rtf last!” 

As I cxpeoied, the man wlio luid at^xunpanlcd him, 
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not Wishing to be present at the meeting, turned and left 
us alone. 

The instant he had gone I pressed the box of niateh<\K 
into his hand, whispering : 

“Take this. It lias been sent to you frurn our frienv’. . 
in Berlin, inside is a tulx^ of whiti* powder, v. hleh yun 
will mix with the powdered sugar whieh Gen<"ial Kiu- 
siloff takes with fruit. It is iiigiUy daagemus, so Wt \ 
careful how you handle it. Death will <Kvur quickly, hur 
the doctors will never discover tlio reason. It lias alrt'ad\ 
been used with effect by our friends among the Allies.” 

1 understand,” was the spy’s grim n-piy. ^'Te)l our 
friends that 1 will put it into the sugar lo-night, and 
both His Majesty and tlie general ,shall have some. How 
fortunate, eh?” ho grinned. 

I held my breath. It had never crossed iny mind that 
Nicholas was to dine with the general. 

‘‘No,” I said. “Keep it till to-morrow^ so lha! lla* 
general has it alone. It is intended fur him. Those arc- 
the instructions. ” 

“I S'hall not,” was his reply as he pla<'ed the bovi in 
his pocket- “If one has It, so shall the other. d‘hx: Ger- 
man advance xvill be made all the moic easy by tie- 
removal of both of them. I ” 

Footsteps sounded out.sidc, and the sergeant appeared 
an instant later; hence wo were compelled to sepaiate 
after excltanging farewells as good lirolhcrs would. 

Back to Minsk 1 drove rapidly, and two liours luU-r 
was In an ambulance train on my way to Petrograd, full 
of wonder as to what was happening at Gurodok. 

Peter Tchernine, spy of Germany, had no doul>t mixed 
the contents of that tiny tube with the powdcTcd Migar 
served to the general and his Imperial guest. 

Standing alone at the end of a long amladaiRv <':ir- 
riage, I leaned out of the window, breatliing the- ht^sh 
air of the open plain. Wc were running bf^sidt^ a lake, 
the water of which came up close to the rails, iferc was 
my opportunity. 
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I took u tiii jiiauliLox iroin in\ pockci and flung it 
:'S fur as J could into live water, 

1‘licn r returned to my st-at, niy heart lighter, for at 
1 *a.st 1 had saved the Uic 01 uur dear gtnierai, and also 
that of Ills Majesty, for, tnuh io leil, what 1 had given 
f'etcr Tclicrnine was only a litlie lube c'f French chalk 
made up to resernbic* lh:it hroiaglil st^erelly from Berlin. 

Oil reporiiug to Rasputin nex’t day, he rubbed his 
hands with delight, I, ol cfnirse, liid nut tell hitn of the 
hhiijverur’s peril. 

\e\t <tay lua howevfT, eanie to me in a state of high 
indiguation. 

'‘I'hc fc,ol lolieriiinc has Iflundercd, just as Saw- 
vitch did ! he cried. “ Brusiloff still lives and is con- 
tinuing the orfeusiw. Did he not prunuMi U> use the 
tube?"' 

‘MIe certainly did,'’ I assun-d llu* muuk. “He was 
filled with satisfaction that he wotiM bo able thus to 
help the Fatherland 

“la any case he has failod ! ” said Ihe ^Mmly ” man. 
“Not only that, but tlie plot agaimsl Rtaaiilofl has also 
failed. What shall f reply to livaiin? W’hat will they 
say ? 

"'Has tlie girl Nada Tsourikoff failed us, then?” I 
asked eagerly. 

“Yes/' he replied in a hard, deep teme, “The little 
fofvl aj^parcnlly had no courage. It failed her at the last 
moment — or ” 

“Or what?” 

“Or somebody knew the truth and threatened ex- 
posure,” 

“Why?” 

“Becaust* she was found dead yesttualay morning at 
the Orand Hotel at Dvinsk, having broken the tube ami 
taken some of its contents in her tea. A pity, loo, hkkalor, 
for slie might have ht^-n so very useful.” Then he 
added: ^*Bah! it is always th<r same with women, 
their coimrtg<* fails tliein at tin* last nKwnent ! No. It is 
men — men tike ytmrsclf, FAuU.'^r — that we want. The 



i8o THE MINISTER OF EVIL 

failure at Minsk is, liowcvcr, wry sfrang-e. \yc 
inquire into Tchernine’s actions and rcp(>rt' fully 1 o' tin*. 
Kdnigg-iatzersU'dssc. Otherwise J shall once ayaiu Ik* 
blamed. Surely i did my best — and so did you ! 


CHAPTER XII 

RASPUTIN AND THE KAISER 

The secret visit of Rasputin to Berlin and his second 
audience with the Kaiser were stoutly denied at ihc time, 
but as I accompanied the “ saint upon his adventurous 
journey I am in a position to know tht? exact fac'ls. 

He, dressed as a Dutch pastor, and calling liiiuscir 
Pastor vari Meuvven, and I, calling myself KosU*»'. 
arrived at a small quiet hotel called tlic XVi-stralisclKM'- 
Hof, in the Neustadische-slrasse, on the north of llx^ 
Linden. We had travelled by way of Ih*) sing Tors, Stock- 
holm, and Hamburg, Rasputin being bearer tvf h-tieis 
from the TsaritJia 1o the Kaiser and Kais'‘rin, iissiiring 
them of her continued g'ood wishes and her <'lh,rts u> 
secure a German conquest. 

Hardly had we been in tlie ralluT dismal hoted tin hour 
when a waiter introduced into our private sit ling-ro4)rn, 
where I stood alone, a tall, dark, middle-aged man, 
who clicked his heels as lu-, bowed elegantly l}ef<H"e me. 

Smiling, and witliout altering a word, niv visitor 
handed me half of a plain visit ingM'ard tlial hrul been 
roughly torn across, after 1 had scribbled my signatuie 
across the back. From iny <'igareUe-citse 1 took the 
other half, and placing £h(‘m togetlier, ascertained lliat 
they 6ttcd The torn portion that the Baron von ^Iaus^^T 
— ^for that was his name, I learnt — had haruled to nu* 
had been conveyed to ncrlin by Hardt a month befort/, 
in order that we might repose contifUmcc in any person 
who called upon ns and bore it as tin* crodeiitial of the 
KCniggratjrcrstrasse. 
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^^y visitor was u plc:it>ar.t, shiowd-t-ycd man, well 
wi'.'iring a line. Uiainoad in his b'laek cravat. 
who, when lu*. had seated iiiinseil' at my invilanon, 
glanced 1(7 sec if the door was closed, and then cx- 
rlaiined : 

"■Well, Ilcrr Koster, I trust that the i^'aihcr and your- 
self htive, had a comrorlabic journey,’" 

1 replit'cl. “But, < 0 ! course, it is a very 
rouadahuni route.” 

''1 exjR<'1ed you two days ago,” said the baron, who 
at that nionient rose, at the. vutry of Kasi«utia and greeted 
him. 

'Tin; appearance of the muni: in Berlin was very dif- 
ferent from the hgun', tve ])resentecl in Betnjgrad. His 
hair and bt‘ard bad been triiumxsl, he hud washed, and 
in his clerical garb he lookc<l a typical Dutch jiastor- 
f inlnxheuui the. })aii*, whereupon the baron said: 

*'His r^lajcsiy the iimperor w'ishes you tO' come to* 
Potsdam at four oVIch'K to-rnorrow aftenvaon. Vou arc 
1v> meet the. Chancellor/’ 

do this the monk .agreed, saying in hiy. halting 
( it;rman : 

‘‘II is not the fuasL time 1 have been received by His 
Mujxu.t}'. 1 shall bring h'cod<»r/’ 

“As you wish. Bui 1 question if His Majesty will 
allow him itv be. prrsenr at the audiciu'c/’ 

“In that cus<% ikiroiu iell His Majesty that I shall 
r.nt ( omt‘/’ remarked the. “saint" liliintlv- “His 
Maje^sty the dVar permits tho presxmcc of my secretary, 
tlu'.rcfore why .should sv>ur lMn[)eror objt'Ct ? C/ive him 
that nu\N;.ag(‘/' ho said, adding : ” f liave little lime to 
.spurt* hriu. in Beilin, and am ret timing to Petrograd 
almost at on<‘e,/'' 

'i'hc Baron von Hausen demurred, Imt Rasputin in- 
sisted on his message being given to the Kaiser* 

'ria'.n, wlum our viNitor had left, the monk helped 
himself 10 :i stiff glass (d I)randy, and laughing said : 

“The oiily w‘ay Ut neat these Herman^ is wiHi dignity, 
l*t;odor* 1 want vtm to note all la* savs an<l translate 
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the most important into Russian for me. W'hy does 
Bethmann-Hoihve^ want to be pn\scii(, I wonder-?" 

‘*To advise tlic Kaiser, no doubt.” 

“About what? J will deal with His Majesiy himself, 
and nobody else,” lie snapped. 

Even while we were discussl ng the si'iuati<jri .MK^thtT 
caller came, a German, also dressed as a pastor, wh*,) 
gave the name of Sdnviass. In a moment Rasputin, 
recognising him, lacked the door and, turiiii;g quickly, 
asked in Russian : 

'‘Well, how do things go? You are not snsp(‘rted? 

“Not in the least,” was the reply of tlie man, who liad 
been an agent of the Russian Secret I'olice, and who 
was now a spy living in Berlin under a clen('al guise. 

“You have a letter lor me, I bcHecc, J^“alher, from 
the Minister Protopojxin, have you not?” he askvd. 

I un*locked the small attache cn-'v and from among a 
number of other letters which we bad bnniglit from 
Russia was one in n plain envelope acldr<*sst‘d lo tlio 
Pastor Wilhelm Sclnvass. 

The spy tore it open, read it throiigli carefully throe, 
times, and then placed it in the*, fire and watcht'd until it 
was consumed. What the instructions wore we knew 
not. They were evidently uinvclcomc, for the inan's (rev 
went gre3% and scarcely uttering ;mc>ther word h< iurn<‘<l 
and left us. 

After dinner, which we took together in our sitting- 
room, we went out for a walk in the Linden. Rasputin 
w’as eager to go lo one or other of tlic variety enter- 
tainments, but I dissuaded him from such an action, ho 
being in clerical attire. 

“ If you go you may arouse the curiosity of some stupid 
policeman, and inquiries might be made concerning us. 
No, while in Berlin it will be necosNarv for you to remain 
very quiet,” I urged. “Remember, the baron and certain 
of his friends are watching us.” 

So we idled along to the Cafe Bauer, where wt spent 
an hour watching the gav crowd, among whom were a 
number of convalescent oflicers with those in the capita} 
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on loavr^ from Flander^j, i5crlin life seemed quile ua- 
ch a n'g<',d> 'and thii wwv had not by any means checked tlic 
spirit of in ils ‘*nig‘lit life/* There had been a 

successful aLlitck upon the i>ritish that day, and the ‘"vic- 
tory" over the haled hn^lish was upon everyone’s lips. 

For another hour we wandered, noting ine nicrriincnt 
and conlidencc in conquest oh every hand. 

“Truly/’ declared Rasputin, liiesc Csermans spread 
H'poits ol their own distress for propaganda purposcs- 
Ah, they an*, indt'ed a great people, with a great Icacl-er ! *’ 

I diflered from him, for J have never had a liking 
for (iCTTnans- At heart Rasputin had, I knew, no great 
liking either. ] fe, admired tliom and assisted them bc- 
<‘ause he was a lioni adve.nturer, and as the loi>l of the 
Rai.^or was well paid for his servi<‘es, while at the same 
time lie had succ(‘e(]ed in placing* himself in the position 
of auto'cral ovi'r the 'Fsar himself. 

Afler ati expensive supper al a small place near the 
Rns(*nl])al Tlior, where tw^o scan1*ily-rlad girls danced 
while lh<‘ patrons ate, we retra^xd our steps to the 
N eust adis(’l le-si rasse. 

(^n re-entering the hold the halJqiorier gave me a 
message asking me \o ring up fferr \Vcghinger at No* 
aSi>j, Potsdam. 

‘I’hls I did front our sitting-room, asking for Herr 
W^-ghinger. 

came the voire, “Are. you Ih-rr Kostt*r?'’ 

I M'e|->lird in the airirnialivc, recognising the voice of 
Baron \nn Hausen, who said: 

“Will you plcasti K'll your friend that T have arranged 
for your visit here, and that you will be wdrmne.d. Be 
outside, the. I'rench F.mhrtssy at throe, o’clock, when u 
ydlow <:A*r will dri\'c. up. linter it, and you will be 
iiroiight here. I shall await you.” And then he wished 
me g<vjd night. 

TIio wire o\(‘r whU'b f find spoken wa.s, T know, one 
of 1 I 10 . private ones to llu* Noucs Palni.s nl Potsalam. 

Rasputin had again tnmnphcd. When 1 told him ?IC 
laughed coarsely, t'emaiTiug , 
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“People arc too i.pt tl.‘- K 

lord ot the world. He 
Gregory. Nicholas Iri.td, and I-. 

and he will disixjvcr that at It as I f-.f -n. p 


■'tT iV.lt.HV as 
ii- -‘ill iqMjti 
try. 


and more ! '* t • * 

On th<^ followirE'^^ day at 

upon the kerb in the 
French Emb:Lss>, \\ln‘U .-.U'U)"..! 
slrasse a big’ yr*]V>w rar aytn'. y : t-t r 
The driver, who had rMUfini;, lu- u i;; 
tions, got down, saluted, anti t-pf,’- '1 ; 
Then a minute later " 

on the Potsdam n«ad. Im* tvi.r 

that the Fmp<'ror in Ibrn ‘'*-1 b'ti 

statements ar<‘- pcn;iis^ihlc in v’.**. 

When we had cumc duv n^ :in- 1.*.': : 
passed over the Oheninki* Ihldgv, sw‘ : 
pleasant town of lk>[*'daTn, rti.!.' ^ 

great Sanssotici Park, dn% irir., j t' l 
up the tree-lineal *'y ^ V’*’ 

private door of the p;da< <•, Th.n ::m n 

family. ^ 

The baron, in utiitwrm m^d :u. mv;' 

meet us, tis h<* had p;nn‘n'«'<k 

had a difiit'n::y vi‘h i' ’i'' * 
to me. “Put a^ thr- I'alh.'r 


d.'id’i Mo kI 
' ■ ‘ t ]' «' i Iwst’^d 

'1 

a 1 d:'‘*A \ip, 

ni ' nt di‘M*rip- 
I'.v dv - • inr us. 
'‘f.' ‘-I ii'-rlin 

• 1 i .id I fporitNi 

• n 1 1 mlsliMd.ing 

» l!H‘ n.n't'l and 

< li 1 1 . Miy h the 

' ^ t't rd tite 

* .1'; . {Might 

'•1 -q» 'nrlui'v the 

* J/.r IrnpfTtai 

i V, u:,-. Uunv to 

•,*’ kr uldsptTcd 
fh-. M ij'MtN has 


given wavd’ 

Rasputin (A'rrh^'ard bk. v. rd-.. a;.d I ^ .ju upon his 
bearded lips a sinister MniJi-, 

Thrau'^li rooms uith 1 din ' • ve v,en* <‘c»n- 

ducted, thnmgh the Sl.pll *hp ’•. i" . t’ wh:. h wer,; 

inlaid with H’dls, the f!:./.-- Ih-m':; :'f nii(»;.ih. and pnvi- 
<Hts stones- acrc'-.s tin- Pi.-nn, and .lu-n a!- mg .-m 

endless, thickly c.a.-jM'tcd \ hh h rctnmdcd m<- of 

one at IVtcrliof leading n. the I-mnic-s's j.fi\a!«' tiparl- 
ment.s, until the It, iron salut.a! .1 pa Mil him, and 

a littir farther on J.n.wK'.l di><r<-ctiv -tt a (a^lished 
tnahoganv dd'ir, ih.'tt of ih*- Kai;.''. s (.rivaf*- vorkioom. 

A moment I.alcr we v.<*rv U''5’'''r<nl inl.v a rather small 
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room, plainly furnished, very much like an office. In a 
chair liy Tju: lire sat the ^^rev-hearded Chancellor smoking 
a cigar, and standing with his ])ack to the English grate 
was the Emperor WhilLaiii, looking grey and worn, dressed 
in a rlral) .suit of tweeds. 

All, Ciregory ! ” <*Kclaimc‘d His Maje.sty, who took no 
notice of my unimportant sidl, “I do not Ir.rg-ct our last 
metning. Wolh you have done a\ ell- -oxt'cllent work for 
our h atherland ! '* And lie inlnjduoeil the monk to the 
Imperial C'hanet'llor, who, 1 thought, greeted the charlatan 
some.w hat contemptuously. 

Now, Rasputin, wearing He.thes to which he was un- 
accustomed, and devoid of his gold chain and jewelled 
cross, which he had so constantly fingered when he granted 
audiences to those who ^\ishcd to bask in bis smiles— 
which, of cour,s<s always meant gn^ar pecuniary advantage 
or olBcial advaiK^ement — st*cmc<i at the first moment ill 
at ease. 

‘‘ I have done tliv bidding of my Imperial sister,'^ 
was his reply. I have for thee letters from her, also 
letters for thy wife/' and from the pocket of his clerical 
coat ho drew four letters, rather crumpled. 

The Emperor hastily scanned the two which .Mexandra 
Feodorovna had addressed to himself, and I noticed a 
smile of satisfaction flit across liis grey, mobile features. 

I'hcn, placing them upon his littered writing-table, 
he gave us scats, and around the fire we sat to talk. 

Truly, that council of trcac’hery was an historic one, 

; cost the lives of many innocent non-<'ombatant women 
and children. 

^ ‘iThe Kaiser began by chalTing Rasputin as to his dis-- 
a laugh : 

. Really, you might pass unsuspected anywhere, 
'yFfithetl The baron has been telling me that you arc at 
iihi^ foment the very reverend Pastor van Meuwen, from 
My police have no knowledge that you are 
, Rdifstun and an enemy. But there, you are clever, and 
(j^#r iservices to me arc worthy far greater reward than 
lypti: ,bav<^ yet received. Now tel! me/' he added, **how i,s 
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Stiirmer? I sometimes wonder whether he is ncting 
straight or crooked. Only the other day lie telegraphed 
to Downing Street that 3 'ou Russians would never agr<-c 
to a separate peace to isolate Britain- I'his is m<>st 
annoying.” 

“Thou art misled, as Is all the world,” replied the 
monk with a meaning smile. ‘‘That telegram was ^ent to 
London only after many conferences, in which Alexandra 
Fcodorovna took part with Nicholas, Sturnicr, I^'redcra'ks, 
and Protopopoff. The British Press was gnaving dubious 
as to our detcrminalloa in winning the. war, hence 
Stiirmer ’s assurance to bamboozle the world was liighly 
necessary.” 

“That relieves us of much anxiety,” remarked Bcth^ 
mann-Holhveg, chewing the end of his cigar. “ \VV wer(‘ 
beginning to fear that Stiimicr might be loaning towards 
England- ” 

Rasputin made a gesture in the negative. 

“Sturmcr Is ever a good friend of the Fatherland/^ 
was his slow reply, his eyes fjxcd upon the Kmporor* 

** There must bo famine In Russia/^ declared the 
Kaiser impatiently. “Your friend F-Volopopoff has not 
yet created it, as he promised when he saw me. Famine 
will bring Russia quickly to her knees, as it \vill o\enl- 
ually bring Britain. Our U-boats arc doing marvels. 
Happily we warned the British, therefore wc :ire con- 
travening no convention.” 

“Soon our friends in London who have sworn never 
to sheathe the .sword until xve are wij^c.d from the face of 
the earth will l>cgin to squeal,” roinarked the Imperial 
Chancellor with a laugh. “And especially if we can carry 
out Professor Hoheisel’s plan and create a pestilence. It 
must bc^tried In Russia first, and then in England/’ Beth- 
raann-HolKvcg went on. “The bacteria of anthrax, 
glanders, and bubonic plagu<* must be sown in various 
parts of Russia, Gregory. Before you leave Berlin the 
plan wdll -be explained 1o you.” * 

“The plan by which we sought to propagate rh^>lera^, 
by sending infected fruit to various charitable institutions ■ 
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broke down because the delivery of the fruit was delayed, 
and.il arrived al ils destination in an uneatable condition,” 
replied Rasputin. “ No one would touch it, hence all our 
plans were upset.” 

“Ihc distribuli(;n of presents to charitable institutions 
must be rupeuted,” declared the Chancellor, to which the 
Kinj>eror agreed. “l'o-inorn'>w you will be told our 
wishes in that direcuon,” the Chancellor went on. 

” Ves,” exr.lairned the I^inperor, ‘‘this military ofFcn- 
sivi* must stop, and at once, il we are. successfully to in- 
vade 1‘aigland. As soon as Russia makes peace our hands 
will be free 10 strike a staggerini; blow at John Hull. 
Not till then.” 

“As S(K)n as \^c biing Russia to her senses then wc 
.shall begin to twist tlie tail of the J^ritish lion,” said the 
Chnncellor, “Ail <nir plans are complete. As soon as 
there is quiet on the Russian Iront we can, within forty- 
eight hours, if we wish, put six army corps into East 
Anglia between tlu^ Tyne «ind the Rlackwater,” he added 
boastfully. 

“ lliiulonburg will lead them into London one day, 
nevi'r fcrir,” declared the Emperor in the most earnest 
('onfidence. . 

I sat in sileiK’C, listening to this strange talk of what 
was to happen to ICngland when Russia w'as crushed. 

“7'he charges against Soukhomlinoff ought never to 
hav<‘ h<‘cn made,” the ICm|)eror went on, addressing the 
monk. “I undeistorxi from your report to Steinhauer 
that you were arranging that the d'sar should hush up 
the inquiry?” 

“The Emperor gave orders to that effect, in conse- 
quence of the advice of the l^mprt'ss, but the charges 
were so very grave that Stiinner urged him to cancel 
his orders lest the public shouUI suspect him of any 
intention of supprcs.sing a scandal.” 

It was true that the charges against the Minister of 
War were, astounding. A high ollidal In the Ministry, 
named Knrtaoff, ha<l betrayed his chief, whereupon Colonel 
Tugen Baranovsky, laic Chief of the Mobilisation Depart- 
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mcnt of the Russian General Staff, had ciec'lnrefl lhat tho 
mobilisation plans drafted by tlie general wmf* full, of 
wilful errors, while rifles, machine-guns, and iTold and 
heavy guns were all lacking". Allegations had been made 
by General Petrovsky, later Chief of the fAn-tificalions 
Department, to the effect that the general had only twice 
visited the artillery administration during the whole lime 
he held his portfolio as Minisier, while Colonel Balvinkinv, 
one of the heads of the Artillery Adniinlst ration, had 
asserted that Soukhomlinoff had insisted iip<vn importai\t 
contracts for machine-guns ])eing given to the Rickorts 
factory at a cost of two thousand roubles t^ach, while the 
Toula factory could turn out excellent machine-guns at 
nine hundred roubles. 

Such were the charges whispered loudly from cud to 
end of Russia. 

**It would bo best for that fellow Kart/off fo dis- 
appear,’'' declared the Kaiser. His mouth shoukl be 
closed, as he may become an awkward witness- Tell 
Protopopoff from me that it wouki be judicious to scn<! 
him to some unknown destination, and that 1 shall cxpc»u 
lo hear early news that be is missing/^ 

“I will carry out thine order," said Rasputin gravely. 
“I agree with thee that Kart;;rolT is highly dangerous. 
Besides, he is a friend of my worst enemy, Fhirishkc- 
vrtch, the member of the Duma who has I>ecn. agitating 
against the events at the front.’' 

Rasputin, by the w'ay, did not fail to give Protopopoff 
the Kaiser’s message, and three days after our return fo 
Petrograd Knrtzoff was enticed away" from there by means 
of a forged telegram, a week later his b<xly being found in 
a wood near Kislovodsk, in the North Caucasus, while two 
other witnesses against the Minister of War w'c.re arrCs'^ted, 
and died later in the Island fortress of Schlusselburg. 

The Kaiser seemed unusually cordial towards the 
monk, much more than on the oc^'asion when thev 
met in Silesia, The Chancellor seemed to he watching 
the holy man, taking note <^f his every gesture, arid 
every remark. 
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The Kaiser agreed entirely with his Chancellor's 
views, aud was insistent ujx^n the creation of a pestilence 
in Russia. 

‘‘Cholera -or plague could work more for our ends in 
Russia in a month than we can effect 'by military force 
in n whole year," he declared as he lit a cigarette, after- 
wards tossing the match carelessly into the fire. “What 
arc the views of Alexandra Reodcroviiia ? “ 

“The same as thine own,” the monk replied. “Un- 
fortunately all our cfTorts failed. A man named 
Tsourlkoff by some means (jbtained knowledge of wliat 
was intended, iicr Majesty heard of it, hence I had 
him removed two days later. He was met by a certain 
dancer, and had suj)pcr with her at* l^ivalo's, in the 
Morskaya. An hour after they parted d'sourikoif died 
niystt*ri<msly.“ 

"The dancer was a Iricnd of yours, eh? Perhaps a 
sister-disciple? ” remarked the luupiTor with a meaning 
grin. 

“TIiou hast guessed ririglu,“ answered the monk. 
“But after that we did not dare to cany the infecti(;n 
further.” 

“ It must be do-ne. I have some ideas. The baron 
will explain them to you to-inorrow% and I shall Cixpeot 
you to carry them out,” said the gieal War Lord. “In 
Russia there musl be revolt and disease, in England 
invasiom and in hVanco-Avell, wo know how \vc shall 
conquer both Prance and Italy,” he :i<l<led, smiling mys- 
leriously. 

He spok<’ as one who believt*d that h<? held tlie cles- 
tinies of Europe in the, holkvw’^ of his hand. 

“Middle Huropii will conquer the world, of that 1 
have no doubt. All is in (hhI's hands,” agreed the 
saint '' in bad (irrman, crossing himself with a mock 
pitjly which, seemed to amu.se boili the Kmperor and his 
C4)anccll<w. 

“Listen to-morrow to IloheisePs scheints which I have 
approved/' said the Emperor, passing to his visitor an- 
other cigarette from the heavy golden box. “The pro- 
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lessor will call on you with the baron and explain. Act 
boldly, dear friend Gregory, for recollect that ^ou have 
behind you the whole resources of Prussia and the good 
will of myself. 

The monk, who had only on the previous <la} declared 
that he would subject the Kaiser to his inlluence, had 
fallen so completely beneath the Ihrall i>f the (hu-inau 
Emperor’s curious hypnotism that lie sat ready ami eager 
to do his bidding. 

^‘The letters you have brought to me from I'.sarskoe- 
Selo are sati.sfactory so far :is they go, l>ut lhert‘ is 
still much to be done,” said tlic Kaiser, ‘'"iMl the Em- 
press that 1 will rep^Iy to her by courhT, hut that she 
is TO continue her e/lurls, and that you both ha\'c ui/ 
full and complete support. Tlie prosecution Soukham- 
linoff must be at once suppressed, and those hosiilr state- 
ments in the Duma from time to tijnc directed again, st 
us must be made a penal offence pnnisltable by <i<‘poita- 
lion. Kartzoff nui.st go, and Punshke\ who is so 
constantly speaking* in the Duma agaiitsi wairselj and 
others, should be suppressed without d<‘lay. Perliaj)s lie 
will come to a sudden end!” suggc'^t^.d llie Iwiijjerur. 
^‘Ai least we can hope so,” 

Next day at mx)n the baron brought to m: a short, 
stout, yellow-haired man in spr(aac*k\^, line ram<ms 

German bacteriolog-ist, Ih'ofcssor Htditasid, of th** 
Fricdrichshain E-Iospitah 

With the door locked, we all four sat down while the 
deep-voiced scientist unfolded his plaii for the devitstaling 
of certain populous areas in Ru.ssia by the disstuniuati^jn 
of a newly di.scovered and highly inrectif)us discast;. 

“The disease was discovered a year ago by fJerhold, 
at the Alt-Moabit, and is closely allied to bubonic plague. 
It is more highly infectious than anthrax or smallpox, 
sand inevitably prove.s fatal,” the pn^fessor said, s<‘aled 
nt the hestd of the small table. “ (hirimtslv enough, in- 
fants seem to be immune up to .six yetirs of age. Now, 
my proposal, to which Ixnh the Emperor and the Chan* 
cellor have agreed, is that the cultures wliicb I have 
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preparuci, and of \\hich a larg-e quantity is already in 
Stookholni ready to be utilised, should be introduced into 
u consignment of meat exU*act and tinned beef which 
jias come from. South America, and which is be?ng 
held back by a certain firm in Stockholm friendly 
to ourselves/' 

“flow do you propose to infect it?" asked the monk, 
the devilish plot appeallug at once to his cunning and 
unscrupulous mind. 

“Ry puncturing- the tins and introducing the culture 
by means of a hypodermic syringe, and closing up the 
hole with a spot of solder. 'r.he bottles will be tieated by 
puncturing the corks with the needle and closing the hole 
with melted resin." 

“ 1 might say,*' added the baron, ** that the cargo has 
been purchased by our friends, Messrs. Juel and Ithrcns- 
vard, who are awaiting instructions belore re-shipping it. 
When the meat is jireparcd it will be your work, h'ather, 
to see that it is ilistributed in tlie lwt> cities in which 
we want experiment, namely, Nijni-Novgorod and 
Vologtla/' , 

**'rhey are doomed cities, eh?" i remarked. 

‘*We intend them to be so," the professor said. 
*^When t>ncc the disease is released it will spread every- 
where, and no jjrecautions can he taken betTausCr up to 
the present, it is known to only half-a-dozen of us in 
Berlin, and we have no knowledge how to Irciu it suc<'ess- 
fuUy." 

Rasputin was silent. 

“It will certainly be far nioi’c dangerous than cholera 
or plague — dangerous to oursxdves, t mean," he re- 
marked. 

“ Of course the epidemic must not be allowed io break 
out in Peirograd or in any of the army centres — at least, 
not at present. We must first watch the effect in Vologda 
and Nljni." 

said the monk, what do you wish me 

to do ? " 

*you are returning by way of Stockholm," replied 
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the baron. “His iMrijesty wishes lut* profe-Hsta* to 
pany you, and in the warehouse of Ihr fnni i Jiavt* jiained 
you will see the canned j^uods and botiles. TIic professor 
will show you that the tins have hern repaint <‘d and 
are labelled with the mark of a widl-kni »iv n lirtn, .s(r lUut 
there can he no siispic'uai of them. ChJy the p.uiil is 
a much brij^hler blue ihan that ustiati\' enpii* >ye*l. 'I‘he 
reason of this is tluit they can easily he identified bv 
any in the secret, and pn‘\(uited from In'inp njH'rieil in 
any area save those two ttAvns I Iia'vr named. “ 

“When do* you leave? “ aski'tl deef)'-\ oli’-w) denton 
in human form. 

“On Friday next. I hav<i still a nuinhrr of pt-rsou*; 
to see.” 

“Then I shall be rivuiy to travel wItIi y<nT, h'atlier’/* 
declared the professor; and then, after takinj; s-onur 
brandy and sodfi-water, the v'onferenet: emleil. 

The devilish in^'’t*ntiil v of the wliuK* selierne afjpalha! 
me* The soudn^ of cholera i^ernis In nuens of infected 
fruit had happily faihal, but luns (hutnany inti‘nde<l to 
strike a blow at the civil population of Rus^IkI upon a 
scale more g’i^antir than 1 had iina,i;iiied. 

Next day, a man who f^ave tlu‘ name of Ihnil i;{il!r,‘n 
broug'ht Rasputin a letter, whic'h 1 <)[3ened. 

It \\'as, I found, a c'odc niessatjt' uhhh h;ol hem 
receiv^ed at the j^reat German wirelevs statiuij at Naiten, 
■having’ been dispatched fr»>m f*et ru^^rad, ■ijsteo-.ibly to the 
warship Pctri?pavlovsk m the liailic, as Rasputlti had 
arransj^ed before he left Russia, 

When I decoded it, I found it to he fpuu the Minister 
ProtopopofF, (’containing' certain f>o'tIn‘r In^l rut tirms, as 
well as a incssag-e from tlie v^luclt neces- 

sitated the Tnouk having; a s<'rond audience* with the 
Kaiser- 

In reply — W’hll(‘ the secret luessfmgcr Ddlieu ndircd 
for an hour — I sat dtnvn and wrote, at the monlc^s 
dictation, a long; disoatch, in wliirh he made Vcief allusion 
as to the proposed dissemination of disease, and staling 
Jiis Intention lo remain .some days in Slocichcdm. 
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‘‘All is well/’ .ho diotntcd. “The limperor William 
sendh hi|? best greetings ami ackiiowlcdgnicn-ts of your 
di'^patf'h of the 31 tl in^u It has ibcen iound necessUry tu 
vrcnU the invop's who have 'been htTci ready at Hamburg and 
Jlremen ih»r tln^ invasion of Britain. I'hc German General 
Stall have, afu;r cluti eonsidi'ration, decided that an invasion 
befoie Russia is crashed might meet with disaster, fhcncc 'tht;y 
arc turning their attention to subinaiino and aerial attack.s 
upon Hriitain in ordei to crush Irt. I have learnt from a 
I uuv(‘r-'ai ion with the Kaisvr that London is to be destroyed 
by a •ol llcets oit super -aLM'ophines laun< thing 

newly devised explosive ami poiscm-giis bombs <jf a terribly 
di sinirtive eharacter. Lrg»' .S. [Sturincr] to disclaim att onec 
ail knouledgi' ol the Ru ken loivtnuts. 'fhe. action taken 
agiiinst tieneial S. is ag.iin ordered to In; dropped. Sec the 
Ixinperoi and ptu’^uiidit him. iHes,>ings upon you. 

“ Gregory."' 

Thtai 1 proceeded to ])ui it. into the special code which 
Rr.sptilin and Prolo])opolT tdone used, and when Dollcn 
called it wa.s ready for transmission from Nauen back 
to tlio Russian battleship, to which I had adclrcs.sed' it, to 
he '‘pi<‘kcd up” by the wireless .station in Petrograd. 

'liic “holy Father” g're.atly enjoyed liirnscll in a quiet 
way in Berlin. Indeed, he purchased a ready-made suit 
of elolhes, and, attired in them, he went out on two 
oc<msions and did not return till dawn, and then half 
intoxicated- On the second oirasion the baron called 
atui •n*mon.stra1e<i with him, pointing; out that he was 
running great ri.sk. 

“W'e havt^ Ijoen watching- you in order to avoid any 
unweh‘ome inr{nines hy the. poli<‘e. But if you continue 
we can accept no furtlu-r rc.sponsibility,” he said- “You 
see, you pose as Dutch without being able, to speak a 
wor<l of the language ! ” 

After that Rasputin became more discreet, but. I 
was nevertlieless glad wlum one uigbt wo met Profc.ssor 
T'lohcisel al the station and left for ffamhurg, duly 
arriving at , vSiockholm two <lays later, where, we lost no 
time in visiting the premises of Ju<'l and Khren.svard. 

/ Indeed, Mr. Juel, the head of the I Inn firm which 
was doing a large export business bc^tweon Sveedo.ii and 
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Germany, called upon us at the (Tranci Hotel \vithiu an 
hour of our arrival, and to^etluT \vt; all went to a 
narrow street off the l^'jeilr^atan, xiol far from the Suites- 
jobanans station, wluirc ue found a j^rcal warehouse 
filled to overliowing with tins of corned beef and en.^cs 
containing bottles of beef extract, which had <'ome fr<nii 
America, destined for Germany, but which had Ikvw 
held up to be diverted to Russia after Inung treated 
with disease germs. 

We were shown stacks upon shucks of tins of one 
pound, two pounds and six pounds of bcef» all bearing 
a well-known label, hut all painted a peculiar blue for 
identification purposes. In the store we were met by 
four German laboratory assLstants of the fat professor, 
ready to commence work upon the tins, 

“I will show you what we shall do,” said HoIkuscI. 
/‘The manipulation of the tins is quite casv.” 

He conducted us to- a small room on the top floor, 
which 1 at once saw was titled as a laboratory, and 
which contained microscopes, inc^ubato-rs, stands of test- 
tubes, and all the other apparatus appi^rtniaing to the 
bacteriologist. 

One of his assistants had carried up four small tins 
of l')eef, with' a couple of bottles of beef extract. 'J'he.se 
he placed on the table, and as wc stood around he took 
a small bradawl, and having punctured the tin at the 
large end dose to the rim, he took from one of the 
incubators a test-tube full of a cloudy brown liquid 
gelatine. Then filling a hypodermic syringe — upon which 
was an extra long needle — he thrust it into the contents 
of the tin and injected the virus into the meat. 

Afterwards, . with a small soldering-iron he closed 
the puncture. 

”That tin, infected as It Is, is sufficient to cause 
an epidemic which might result in thousands of deaths,” 
declared the Hun professor proudly. 

His as.sistant then took a bottle of beef extract, w'hich 
In Russia is popular with all classes in preparing their 
C^ibbagc soup, and refilling the syringe, plunged tht 
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needle through t'nc curk, afterwards plaring a spot of 
melted rcvsiii upon the puncture. 

‘‘ You see how simple it is ! laughed the professor, 
addressing the “saint.” “All that now remains is for a 
lirni in Petrograd to buy the consignment and arrange 
for it to be sold to wholesale dealers in Vologda and 
Nijni. This u’c cx]Dcct \oii to arrange.” 

'* I certainly will/’ replied Kasinilin pr(jmptly. “Truly, 
tile idea is a most ing(!nious one — a disease which is 

yv.\ unknf)wn ! ” 

Wo launainc'd in Sto('khohii for hnir days longer. 
The proh'ssor and his assistants wer<‘ working slronuousl}', 
we knew, preparing di*«'ith for the jiopulation of those 
two Russian towns. 

(>n<‘ aflernunn, after lie had lumdied with us at the 
hotel, he .‘>ai<l : 

“If our experim^'iit is successful, then we mean to 
repeat it fnan Smith Anundca tt) ICngland. It is tht^re- 
foic most imp^jrtant that nmvs of the epidemic does not 
rcjadi the cars <ii' the Allies. You will |,)olnt out that to 
the Minister Ih'oloriopolf. Wla-n the plague breaks out 
the censcji'shi]) must be of the .stri(‘t<*sl.” 

Rasputin nodchKl. lie quite understood. lie haled 
the British just as heartily as did tlie I'saritza. 

A week later we were, haek at d’sarskoe-Selo, and 
the monic — who pn‘tended to have been on a pilgrimage 
to Our Lady nf 'Vw r — made the Empress a full report 
<if his j<}nrn<‘y to Potsdam. He also told her of the 
diabolieal plot to sweep off tin* population of X'ologda 
and Nijni as an experiment, in orcler to sec how Hun 
“science ” could win the war. 

Protopep<iff came to Rasivutin’s house half-a-dozen 
times within the next three days, and it was arranged 
that a firm of inijiorters, Illine and Stroukoff, of Pt'tro- 
grad, should handle the* cousigiunenl of preserved meat^ 
IV)lh partn<‘rs in the firm were in th<‘ pay of the Ministry 
of the Interior, henn* it was not diHlfadt to arrange that 
the whole cargo should he sent to V^ilt^gda and Nijni to 
relieve there the gr<»wing shortage of meat. 
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I strove to combat the cU-ver plot, hut was, alas ! 
unable to do- so. J^very precaution uas taken , ay ainst 
possible failure. The car^'O arrived, and was at once 
sent on by rail to its destination, payment being- madi* for 
it throug'h ordinary channels, and noixjdy suspitcling-, 
was welcomed indeed in Russia in lliuso clays \)f 

In the stress of exciting- events that foihjwed 1 lorgot 
the affair for scvcjal weeks. One night, Iiowvvei*, Ras- 
putin, on returning- from l*etcrlu>f» where the C'ourt was 
at that moment, received f'rotnpupoff, ami tJu^ pair sat 
down to drink together. 

Suddenly His lixcelicncy exelaiia<*d, with a laugh: 

'*Your mission to Roiiin has borne i'ruil, my iltxir 
Gregory I JH)r the past four days ] have been ret-eh ing 
terrible reports from Wdogda, and wcu-sc* from Nijai- 
Novgorod. The inhabitants have been sei/.eci by a 
mysterious and icrrildy fatal disease. A medical com- 
mission left Petrograd jesterday to study it/'" 

'*Lct them study ill'* laughed Rasputin. “Tfuw wit) 
discover no mode <jf treatinmit/’ 

‘Hk>lh towns arc rapidly becoming <ic<antate<k 'Phore 
have been over thirty thousand denlhs, and the mortality 
is daily increasing/' 

*‘As I expected,'’ remarked the numk. ‘"'rhe pro- 
fessor knows what hr is doing*. Later ot> we shall be 
sending the infection into Kngland ami cause our John 
Bull friends a surprise,” 

**But the position is terribly serious,” said His 
Excellency. 

”No doubt. Berlin is watching the xcsull. One day 
they may deem it wise to infect our army. But that 
must be left ta their discretion.” 

Truly the result of that devilish plot was most aw*fuJ* 
In the three months that followed — though not a wonl 
leaked out to the Allies, so careful w-cre Proto|>opolT and 
the camarilla to supprcs.s all the facts~more than half 
the population of the two cities died from n disease 
which to this day is a complete mystery, and its bacjJU 
Jepowii only to Gernuui bacteriologists. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

THE PERFUME OF DEATH 


I AW muoli gricvod 'to Jaear of the disaster at Obukhov. 
The accident to Colonel Zinovief is most deplorable- Please 
place a wreath tij)on his grave Iroin xnc. Pray aKvaya for 
us- “AlixP" 


This was the text of a ittleg^ram addrc.ssed toi Ras- 
putin from the Itmpress, which 1 opened when it 
was placed in my hands. It had been sent from 
Bakhtchisaray, the Oriental town in the Crimea, w'here 
Alexandra Peodonwna had g-one ro visit the military 
hospitals, it being" ne('essary for her to pose before 
Russia as sympalhetic to the wounded. 

The disaster to which she referred had taken place 
at the great steel worlds at Obukhov, the outrage having 
been (‘onimiltcd by two German secret agents named 
Lachkarioff and b'ilimonoff, who had visited Rasputin and 
from whose band they had received German money. 
Nearly five hundred lives had been lost, as the foundry 
had becti in close proximity to an explosives factory, 
where Colonel Zinoviof, the director, had been blown 
to atoms. 

It was late at night, and the monk, who was in a 
state of semi-intoxication, oxi hearing of the wish of 
Her Majesty, remarked : 

‘"Ah! a clever woman, Feodor — very clever* She 
never misses an opportunity to show her ^sympathy with 
the people- Oh ! yes — order the wj^reath to-morrow from 
Solovioff in the Nevski — a fine large oncP* Then 
laughing, he added: ‘‘The people, when they see it, will 
never suspect that Alexandra Feodorovna knew of the 
pending disaster eight days ago. But/* he added sud- 
denly, after a pause, *‘is it not time, Fiodor, that I 
iiaw another vision ? 

I laughed. I knew how, during the week that had 
elapsed since our return from the secret visit 5U> Potsdanij 
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he was constantly holding reunions at his sistor-discijdcs, 
inany Tresh “converts” beiny^ admitted lo the new 
religion. 

' Both Lachkariol'f and FilimonoiT, autln.irs of the 
terrible disaster at Obukhov, had noen furnished wilh 
passports by ProLopopoff, and uen: already well (»n tfn-ir 
way to Sweden, but the cataslrojtlu^ was the signal for 
a terrible period of unrest througlu^il Rus^’in, and in 
the fortnight that followed, ruinouis, jnirposelv .started by 
Ocrnian agents and fhe secret pulii’i^ uiidei id oL<)pt)]j{ni , 
assumed most alarming proportions. 

All was the creation of Raspulinhs t‘\il hiain. \Vlt!i 
the Emperor and Kmprc.ss alxsent in the South, la* had, 
with the connivance of Xo. 70, Iha-lin/' deto»'imned to 
undermine the moral of the wlu>le naiiuri hy dis- 
seminating false reports and arr;niging i<a' disaster after 
disaster. 

In the **saint\s*' study in the ( inrol;ljo\ aya thiu'c 
was arranged the terrible railway ‘'ae<ident” uhii^h 
occurred near Smolensk, in wluej^ a <M*ov^^!ed inajp train 
collided with an ambulance train, th(‘ un-ckage being 
run into by a second troop train, all three trains cvi-ntiudiy 
taking fire aitd burning. Thtt exact loss of lif<‘ will 
never be known. 

Another outrage was the deslrueiuai of thr big ^*[IU 
way bridge over the River Tvertza, not far from Kava, 
thus blocking the Pclrograd-Mosi mv line, wliilr a train 
conveying high explosives made in Englarnl a f.wv days 
later blew up while passing the station of Odo/<TsUaj.». 
completely wrecking the line ]>elwetai Arcliangrl and 
Petrograd and killing nearly thn*e hundred pi'oplc. 

Each of these outrages was arranged in my presence* 
and I was compelled to assist in counting the money 
which Avas afterwards given by the monk to their 
petrators as price of their porfu!}'. 

‘*We must create unrest,” Rasputin declared iH\t 
night to His ExceIU*ncy the Minister fVotopopoff, as the 
precious pair sat together. ‘‘Wc must prepare Russjia 
for. disaster/* 
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Hence it %vaii that they arranged for a scries of most 
alarming- false rumours to be circulated throughout the 
length and breadth of the Kmpirc. 

Indeed, on the day following, 1 heard in a bank 
where I had business that all Moscow was involved in 
li great revolution, that the IMoscow police were on strike, 
;«id that the troops had refused to lire upon the populace, 
liveryone stood aghast at the news'. But the truth was 
that the telegraphs and telephones between J^Ioscow and 
Betrograd ha<l been wilfully cut in thrive places by agents 
of IVotopopoff, and while those alarming* rumours were 
cinrent in Petrograd, similar rumours were rife in Moscow 
that rcvolutioi\, had broken out in the capitah 

Rasputin arid his friends in the course of ii few days 
created a veritable whirlwind of false reports, hoping 
by -that means to shatter or stille all manifestations 
of patriotic feeling, and prepare Rus.sia for a separate 
peace. ^ 

M(‘anwhile he had c<mtrived, as the Kaiser ordered, 
to prevent the offensive being resumed in Poland; and 
yet so t:lt‘vcr!y did he effect all this that (General Bru- 
slioff, wh<^ was at the south-west front, actually gave 
an interview to a British jonrnalisl, declaring that the 
war was already w-on, “though it was merely speculation 
U> estimate how much longer will be required before 
the enemy are convinced that the cause for the sake 
of which tltcy have drenched Phiropc in blood is irre- 
trievably lost,’' 

The cold w'lhte light of later events has indeed re- 
vealed the black hearts of Rasputin and his friends, for 
while all this was in progress Stilrmor, though so active 
in the betrayal of his' country, boldly made a speech 
deploring the fact that nnyone credited the sinister 
rumours which his fellow-ron.spirators had started, and 
to save his face he warned the working-classes to remain' 
patient and prosecute the war with vigour. 

I rccfillcct well the day he had ma<!c that spm'h-^- 
the day on which the Lal)our group of the Central War 
Industrial Committee issued its declaration. There was 
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a reunion of the sistcr-discipies, at wiut'ii thj't'c new 
memberij were admilted tu the cult, all soriely, wt)i>ien 
under thirty, and all g‘ood-iooking'. 'i'heir names were 
Baroness lerenine, wiiose husband had beta Guvenior 
of Yaroslav; Countess Chidlovski, <iik“ ^>i ihe at'knuv.- 
Icdg-ed society beauties of Peiro;^rad, who had uf late 
had an “affair” with an Italian Uaua' tanned ijae<'<*l|i; 
and Anna, the pretty’ young' daughter xil* a woman named 
Friede, who was also a “ discii>lc.'’ 

There was a large attendance, and Ra.sj>utin exJuhited 
more than the usual m<;ck piety, in hi.s jumbled jargim, 
which he called u sermon — that mixture of quotations 
from the “Lives of Saints” mingled with horrilde o]>- 
.sccnities — he had refened to the terrible rumoms, 

“These, I fear, my <lear sisK'rs, are, aliLs ! too true,” 
he declared. “Being in the ]>nsition of kn(»u'ing much, 

1 beg of you all to pray ceaselesslv, and let thesi' three 
who to-day' join our hoh' einde taki^ ti]>on tluniselves 
the duty of obtaining fresh eonvmts, and tints i-nsnre 
to themselves the blessing of him who .stands iteri. before 
you — the saviour of Russia,” 

Then he paused, and all the kmading’ u'onum crossed 
themselves, piously inunnuring, as was par t of the ed : 

“God’s will be <lone I Cod's will he d<m<' t Truly, 
our Father Cregiiry is holy! Truly, the sacrilice which 
each and all of us make is made to (iod!” 

The three newly-u<lmit1ed asj)iranls, dressetl in ve:*v 
flimsy black in the mode which th(‘ m<mk Imposed upoi) 
them, knelt before the Father and kisstai itis hands, 
while from his lip.s fell those awful bl.aspliemics, which, 
amazing as it was, hypnotised, ncurota; sor;ioly women 
believed to be the truth. 

Afterwards Rasputin gave them all tea and rake, he 
being personally waited upon by the three noopliytes. 
Then, half-an-hour aftt'r the Iasi om* liatl ^IcpartedL.for 
the three had remained behind with him hir further 
private instruction and conversation, as was usual — the 
Prime Minister Sturmer was announced. 

have made the speech you suggested/' he declared 
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to tiic monk us he i»ank into- a chair. “Phew! whui 
a Mnelhof pcriumc, my dear Gregory!” lie laugiicd- 
“ \’our SL'^ter-dIsclpics ha\e left it l)emnd lliem. Open 
tile window, J^eoLlor,” he exclaimed, turning' to me. 

IK imve some Iresli air.” 

'The monk then explained that v\.lnle SlQrnier had 
uvul.‘ that public deelaratam he had told the women that 
iIm' situation was griutg well Iriiowiitg- thai they, in tnnu 
woiihi lei! liielr luisoands, and tlu rumours would quidciy 
be propagated. 

“1 ha\<* had another leassuiiitg Ic'leg'ram from 

iJuwning Stn^et,” Slurmei tt‘inart.e<h witli a grin. ‘'J 
dare not publish it, othcr\vis(‘ it would iij^seL our fi lends 
in Berlin.” 

“As 1 have told you, the Kaistu* forbids the pub- 
lication of any of our leassuraxu'es from France or 
l‘!ng'latul-'"(*s|a‘eia]Iy from the ICnj^Iish, whom he hales 
so deeply. Whiat, I wonder, will be tlie fate of the 
English %\licn h(‘ is able \o send an army of inva.sion 
across tin' \orth Sea? 

“If he is ever able. 1 doubt it/’ remarked the 
traitorous Premier of Russia. 

‘Mle cxjrtainly intends tioing* so,” said Raspulin- 
*‘.‘\nd when lui <loi',s I should be sorry to be in Britain, 
'fhtw will treat the civilians worse than tliey did tlie 
Belgians.” 

“^'cs; lie intended being* in Paris two years agv),” 
replied the goal-bearded dt^hanchc in uniform, 

“ It is lime I saw another vision,” said the monk 
presently. “I shall see <me to-nighi most probably — one 
concerning our <l<*feai.” 

“Do,” urgt'd SturnuT. “Vt)u ba\e not had a vision 
for quite a long time. It impresses all <dasses, and w<^ 
can make so nnn'h use f)f it vvlu*n flealing will) .\ieholas. 
He Iwlieves ns thoroughly in your visions as in the 
tipirit-voiee of the dead Alexander,” 

Next day the whole \Vi>r!d of Petrograd was 
startled. 

To Griclika the Blessed Virgin luid once again rc- 
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vcaled herself, just as she had doue years to th«‘ 

peasant ^irl at Lourdes, 

The Procurator of the Holy Synod called to see hiii 
111 noon to inquire of him personalh, and nscertaia wlut 
he had seen. Rasputin, with his hands crossed over kis 
breast, turned his dark eyes hea\eiiv\ard, aiui sahl ; 

“It is true that last night, just after midnight, as 
I was praying in my room, i,ady ;ippeare<l unto 

me in a cloud, of shining light. vShe was dot bed iu 
bright blue, and in her hands she bore a bunch of lilies. 
Behind her 1 saw a picture of a great l^attlefield, where 
our soldiers were retreating in disorder, being shot down 
in hundreds by the machine-guns of the enemy — and 
worse — and worse!” And the charlatan hid his face 
in his hands as tliough to shut out the horror of the 
recollection. 

“What else?” asked the bead td' the Russian Church. 
*‘Tcn me, O I^'ather,'’ 

“It is too terrible— the public m\ist n<K know ” 

he gasped, as though In fear. “I saw our Kmperor killed 
on the field of battle; he w’as struck in the hea<i by a 
piece of shell from one <vf the Cerman long-range guns, 
and half his fa('e was blown away. Cgiil” And he 
shudder<id, “ 1 'hc sight of it was terrible. My blood 
ran cold. Af icholas, our Kmperor, dead ! I saw Urn- 
siloiT, too, lying shot, with u dozen other generals. Then 
the. scene changed, and I saw the burial of the Kmperor 
wdtli all pomp, and his vvulow Alexandra Feodorovna 
following the collirx.” 

“And then?” 

“'riien Our Lady opcne<l her lips, and I heard her, 
Yoice,” wont' on the “holy” liar, “She spake to me 
slowly and solomtily, saying : * O Gregory, whal thou 
hast witnessed is decreed lo take place within forty 
days from to-day ! These scenes will bo enacted upon 
Russian .soil — and wtir.sc. The people of Petrogrndj- 
Moscow and. Warsaw will be put to the sword by 
enemy, who havt‘ right and justice upon their sUliS,, 
Russia has fallen away from God, and is now accursed*’ 
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I shrie^ccd at those fateful words. But she repeated 
them, adding : ' Thou, O Gregory, cansl still save Russia 
if thou will raise thy voice in warning. Feace must be 
effected- Let those who are in alliance with Russia hght 
oa if they will, but lei Russia remain holy lor the sake 
of its innea-ent people and its great Imperial house. 
Warn Uis Majesty at ouce, wain his ^.Tmislers, tO' out 
themselves adrift from those nations which arc seeking 
to profit by their alliance with Russia. Gunip(*] them 
to make peace with the Kni]H‘rt>r William. U this is 
not <'<)n('hi<led within forty days, ‘then (ukTs wrath will 
fall upon this land. I'hou art sent b\ flod as IHs 
apostle, therefore lake lu^ed and lake instant action! 
And a se<’ond later sln^ had faded out, and there was 
notliing hut dai Icness. 

1 could i>vr how greatly our visitor was imprt^.sscd. 

“The Itmperor should surely know,'* he s,aid, as- 
toti ncled, 

“Yes, hut we must not alarm llte public too greatly/' 
Rasputin replied. 

“Already it Is on cveryonii’s lips," (‘xclaimed the 
other. “The wildest stories arc alloat ('oiic<‘rning‘ llu' 
Ule.ssed ^'irgin's aj)j)earance to you. We certainly must 
have peace with Germany, dlial is wind everyone is 
saying, except members of the Duma and the vvar 
party." 

Thus, hy pieteiullng to have seen a vision at an 
hour when, truth to tell, he had been snoring* in a 
drunken sleep, half Russia gn-w alarmed, intdiuling* lht‘ 
Emperor anti Ihnjiross, who both hurried brn'k to 'l\ar- 
Kko<‘-Selo, w1u*r(‘ Rasj'nitln repeated with nuK'lt emlal- 
Ushmeut uhat he had loUl tlu' Procurator of tiie fhily 
Synod. 

just at the moment Rasjmtin was engaged ufKi-n a 
piece of outrageous bhu-kmailing, which 1 think ought 
to be recordcal against him. 

The facts were briefly as fffilow. 1‘he German agent 
LaclikarlofT, wluv with his necomplicv had blown up the 
Obukhov steel works and was mnv safe in Sw(‘flen, had, 
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•while in PcLra^rad, made I'hc acquaintance of certain 
Madame Doiikhovyki, the young* wife of Ihe Prosident 
of the Superior 'i'ribunal at Kharkof. She wa?? a g'idth 
little woman, and the monk had plotted with old Countess 
IgnatielT to entice her to join thc‘ cult, but she hat! 
alyvays refused. LachkariotT w'as a good-looking-, w<*ll“ 
dressed man, wdio posed as a commercial magnate of 
Kiga, and she, 1 suppose, fell l)onf‘alh his charm. At 
any rate, for a long lime the pair were insepuralde. 

One day the German agent, who was an exceeding!}' 
wily person, came to Rasputin and told him that he 
had induced the young lady of Klharlod' to reveal to 
him certain secrets concerning the dealings of Soukhiun- 
linoff and the supply of machine-guns for tlu^ Army- 
facts w'hich had been presented in strictest conlidence !>y 
one of the War Minister’s enemies to the President of 
llic Kharkof tribunal. 

Rasputin smiled ini triumph when he heard llu* exaid 
details which Mu<hunc DoukhovskI had divulged. 

“Sit down yonder, my friend, and put that Into 
writing, and sig*u it,” said the monk, indicating the 
table by the window. 

You will not punish her for her indiscretion, 1 liope,“ 
remarked the num, who was at the moment i)Iutiing that 
series of terrible disasters. 

‘‘Not in the least,’’ Rasputin assured hint. “ V'our 
friend i.s my friend. Rut Avlicti such statements are 
made I like to have them on record. If Soukhomlinoff 
comes up for trial — winch I very much doubt — then the 
memorandum may be of use to provt* what silly and 
baseless gossip hci.s been in circukitionA* 

In f'onsequence of tins nsvsurancx^, Lachkarioff wrote 
down what had been told him by the judge’s wife, a 
document which the “saint” prc.served with much care 
— iinTll the Obukhov <\'ttastrophe had taken place and 
author was out of Russia. 'rh<«n he wrote t<» MadaA*tts 
Ooukhovski and asked her to call upon him upon iVn 
urgent matter concerning her liu.sband. 

In surprise, and perhaps a little atixlous, she kept 
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Ihc appi)intmcnl one afternoon, and I ushered her into 
the 'monk's roam. 

• He rose, and, addressing her roughly, said ; 

“So you jiave obeyed tuc, woman! And it is best 
for you that you have done so- Hitherto you have 
hold mo in contempt and refused all invilahhms to visit 
me. Why?'’ 

“ Hocausti I am not, a believer,’' was her upon, 
straij* htforwa rd answ'<T. 

“Then you uall believe me ere I have dunes” he,; 
(k<'lared, with an evil grin, st joking his ragged beard, 
an.i fixing* his eyes upon her. 

“^'ou insult me,'* she cried angrily. “Why should 
j'ou sf)eak to me like this? “ 

“ lieeaiise you have been an assoc'iale of Felix Ladi- 
l.ariofr — a traitor and a spy,” he declared in ihat deep, 
hard vok'\‘ of his- “Oh! you cannot deny it, Vour 
husband has no know*ledg<*. that, you were, an intimate 
iVitmd of the man who has th^d from Russia after 
rau-suig" that frightful disaster at Olnikhov. Is not 
that so? ” 

'riie handsome*, dark-haired woman whom the spy 
had so grossly betrayed turned pale, and sal utterly 
staggered that her secret w%'is out. She had never 
dreamed that the handsome, polite man who had one 
day been presented to her in the lounge of the Hotel 
dHi)uro])o. was a (iermati agent, that ho was engaged in 
committing outrages on behalf of the enemy, or that ho 
was friendly with the monk, 

“Your husband docs not know that spy? Answer 
tnc?” demanded Rasputin roughly, > 

“I have told my husband nothing,” was her faltering 
reply. 

“That is not surprising, Madame,” laughed the 
saint,” leaning back in the chair where he had seated 
himself, “especially when you have t<dd that spy certain 
of our (government, which you obtained by ex- 
IM^ining (he dossiers which have bccji i^assing through 
iW.ir husband's hands.” 
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“Wjiat do you mean?” she cried, startingtup in 
indig-nation. 

'‘Ah, no,” he said; “it is useless U' preu^nd ignor- 
anc'c, Madame. Read thi.s ! ” 

And he handed her a copy of what the German agenl. 
had written, saying: ‘T have the original, which i am 
passing to the authorities, so that they may take what 
action they deem best iig'ainst you as a trailur and 
against your liushand for negligence ! 

The unfortunate woman, when she .scanned the staU‘“ 
meat, went pale to the lips, lully realising- the extreme 
seriousness of the nature of her offence* now that her 
admirer was known to be a spy of Germaiiy. 

“Hut ytni won’t do iliat? ” she gasped. ‘‘1‘hink, 
Father, what it would mean both to my hn.sband and 
myself! Think!’' she cried hoarseh. 

“You have revealed the contents of (‘ortain highly 
confidential documents to the Cicrnians,” the. monk said. 
“ ^'ou do not deny it, ^'ou, Ma<lamvi Doukhovski, are 
a traitor to Russia, and evi{k*nce of your in*acliery is 
contained in that <'onfes,sion of a (rerrnan spy whoni 
you a.ssisted and whom you ” 

“I lonkc'd at the do.ssicrs on my husband’s tabh* 
Ix'cause Mtinsieur Laelikanoff asked me t<»' do so/’ she 
de(‘lared. “Me told ni<* he was a friend of Soukhomlinuff, 
and that he was doing- all he could to assist in clearing 
him of the charges levelled against him. I believed bim, 
alas ! “"d was foolisli enough to believe that h<‘ sjiokc 
the truth. And now he has betrayed nu.M ” 

“I su]>]iose you were infatuated by the man,” langlied 
the monk scornfully. “If you were so weak, then y«,»u 
must pay the j-xmalty,” 

“And that is— what?” she nsked lireathlessly, and 
pale as death. 

“ ICxpo.sure,” replied the dmilatan who was llie beritS 
of the traitorous' I'amarilla around the throne. “Our 
dear land is in seiious fieril li^-day, lhereff»re 
vvJio atiemjjt to bc'lray her should be held up as c;cnmp!cs 
to others. “ 
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Bwt you will not — you’ll not lot anyone know of 
my. indiscretion ! ” she heg'g-cd. 

“That certainly is my intention,” was his hard reply, 
“'rhis statemeni was made, to me by your lover, and 
h iwS but right that it sshould be investigated, so that wc 
may know the cxt(;nt (jf the harm that you have done.” 

'Fhe frantic, despairing woman, bursting into tears, 
threw herself at the feet tvf the. “miracle worker,” 
bt‘gging hard for mtavv. 

“'riiink!” she (Tied. “Think what it will mean to 
my luisband and niyself, lie will pn)l>al)ly be placed 
under arrest and l<\so his post, wliilci I — I would rather 
die than fare siK'h oqiosure.” 

“.Ah! my dear iMadame,” said Rasputin tauntingly. 
“Life is very s\ve(‘(, y<‘U know.” 

“But you must not do this!” slie shrieked loudly. 

“ Promise me, h'athe.r, that you will not! IVomiso me 
‘-do ! ” 

Rasputin drew Ins hand roughly front luu', for she. 
I' k 1 .seiml it as she iniplon‘d him to show Ihm- mcTey. 

“1Tore may be some e?cf(*nuating eiTTumstanccs in 
3 \njr ease — but I doubt It,” he. said- 

**'rhor(‘ are!” sshe dt'dared. grew to love the 
man. I was blind, mad, infalunted — but now T hate 
him ! Would that f could kill the man Avho wrought 
such disaster iit our land ! Would that 1 ctnild kill him 
with my own hand ! ” 

Rasputin dr<‘\v a long l>reath. The wish she 
pressed had suddenly arou.secl within his inventive brain 
a means of executing a sharp and bitter revenge. 

Perhaps one day, ere long, you may be afforded 
opportunity,” he .said in a changed voi<T. **lf so, I will 
CfiFI you here again and explain what. T mean.” 

** Ah ! Then I may hope for your pity and indulgence, 
eh?” she cried quickly, but still in deep anxiety. 

Yet Ra.sputin would not (*ommi(. himself, for he was 
playing a very deep and intn('ate g’amc. 

When the erring woman had gone the monk filled 
btjjf; glass with brandy, some of that choice old cognac 
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which the Luriprcss sent him rog’ularly, and lurking' to 
me, said : 

■‘h'codur, the man Doukhovr^ki is wealthy, 1 tinder- 
stand. Protop<3pol'f has been making inquiry, and finds 
that he is owner of a large estate m:ar R\azlisk, and 
that from an unde quite recently he inherited nearly a 
million roubles. Me only retains his oHice hei'ansc h<r 
does not regard it as patriotic to retiri* wliile tiu* war 
is in progress. What will he think of his wik^'s ]>etrayal 
when lie knows of it? ” 

“Hut you will not inform liim,” I ox<’laiine<l. 

'‘Not if Madame is reasonable. Shi* is waailthy in 
her own righlj” rcfjlied the monk. “If women err they 
must be compelled to pay the priced' he w’cnt on in a 
hard voice. Felix Lachkurhiff evidently deivived lu'r 
very dcverly. Hut there — he is one of the most (‘Xpert 
agents that the K(>niggTatzerstrasse ]K)ss(^^ses, and is so 
essentially a ladles' man." 

After a pause Ra.sputin, lighting a (‘igarelte, laughed 
lightly to himself, and said: 

*'The report furnished to me yesterday shows that 
Madame was imv iA the Fledikoffs Lui>rin, and her 
balance at the Azov Bank is a very considerablt* one. 
The price of my silenct- is the money she has there. 
And 1 shall obtain it, b'endur — yon will see/' he fukled 
with ('onfulencax 

St> rutlilessly did he treat tile unfi^rtunate w'oman 
that, by dint iT threats to place the original of that 
slalement of I.ru'hkarioff before t’h<^ .Minister Froto- 
liopoff, he had before a week had passed ev(uy rouble 
she possessed. 

1 was j)res(‘nt on ihv night wh(ui she came to him 
to makti the offer, the negtHiations having been tkpcn«>d 
and carried on hv a man naineil ZouidT, om* nt fluf 
several professional hUa^kmailers whom Rasputin cm* 
ploy(‘<l from time to time under tlar guise of “lawycfs*^, 
She was l)esTd<‘ h(‘rs<‘lf in terror and <k‘Spair, and c'airriipc! 
with her a dicque-hook. 

The interview was a iitrikingly drantalic one- She 
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pcnitenj., submissive, and fuii of lialrcd of the spy undec 
whose influence siie had fallen; the monk cold, brutal, 
and unforgiving. 

“ \'es/’ he said at last, when she offered him a 
monetary consideration in exchange f('r his .silence. “But 
I am not content witli a few paltry roubles. 1 am 
collecting for my new monastery at Kertch, and what 
you give will atone God ft)r your crime.*’ 

Within icn minutt‘s she had written oui a chccjiic for 
the whole of her jjrivatc fortune, while at lh<‘ monk's 
dictation I \vr<jte out a tlcr.laralion that his allegations 
were false, a dotaimenl which lie sigiw^d and handed to 
her, together with Larhknrioff's original statement. 

Itven then Rasputin’s cunning was not at its limit 

I^achkririolT's usefuliu‘ss (o Germany in Russi.a was 
at an end. lie was in Gothenburg, and being a close 
friend of an Knglish jotirnalist there, it was ieared lest 
lu' .should allow him.se.lf to be. inlervi<*wed, and reveal 
stjmelhing of th(^ trutli concerning the subterranean 
working of Germany in Petrograd. 

‘‘The man's Hp.s ought to closed,'’ Sieinhauer 
had written to Ra.sputin cmly a week before;. “Can you 
suggest any way? While lie lives he will be a jnena<'e 
to us all. h'dimonoff is .safe in an asylum in Copenhagen, 
though I believe he is fxn'fec'tly snne. Only it is best 
that no risk should lx; run.’' 

Here were means rea<Iy to hand to ek^se tin* mouth 
of Keli.x r.achkariolT, for the woman wJiom he had 
betraved was furiously vengfTul. 

“You said tJic other day that you wajuld Ix' ivady 
to strike a blow at that (memy of Russia who has .so 
gros.sly misled you,” Rasputin .said to her in a deep, 
t*Arne.st voia*., as she sat In his morn. “Would not siicrh 
a course bo deeply pafrir>iic? Wliy not, as ('Xf)ialion 
of your sin, travel to Gothenhurg and avenge lliose 
hundreds of poor people who wort' his vicliins at Obukhov? 
I cart give into your liand the mepns,” he added, looking 
Iter straight in the face. 

V What means?’* she asked. 
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He crossed to his wriLing’-labk*, and, un]ocl'dn|;f :i 
drawer with a key upon his chain, he took out a inn 
bottle of extremely expensive Parisian perfume, a pale- 
^reeit liquid, which he handed to her. 

‘*li looks like scent,*' he remarked, with a ^rin, 
it contains something* else — somclhing- so potent that a 
single drop introduced* Into food or drink will pr<aluM' 
death within an hour, the symptoms being exactly those 
(j 1 heart disease. That is what deaths resulting from h 
are always declared to< be. So there is no risk. Meet 
him, be friendly, dine with him for the sake of old 
days in Petrograd, and before vou lca\(‘ him he will be 
doomed/’ added Rasputin, in a low whisper. “He surelv 
deserves it after deceiving you as he has done ! '' 

“He certainly does," she declared Horcely, unable to 
overlook how he had bel rayed her. “And 1 will <lo it ! “ 
she added, taking up the lilllc bottle. “Russia shall be 
avenged.” 

“Excellent, my dear sisU‘r. 'S'ou iitdeeil b<* 

rew^arded,” declared Kaspulin, crossing hiinsidf. “ Wlum 
you return to Petrograd, give me baik that pre cious Unit* 
bottle of perfume, which J call the Ikrfumc* of Death.” 

That the woman did not fail to t'arry out lur ju'omtse 
was certain, for within a fortnight wc heard in a secret 
dispatch that Hard! brought us from Berlin that the 
agent Lachkanoff had died .suddenly from heart tliseas^* 
after dining with a Russian lady friend ai iln* Hramt 
Hotel in Stockholm. 

'iVuly, the grip in whieh Clcrmanv held RiNsla and 
its CJovernment was an iron one, and disith most assuredly 
came to those wJmm Berlin feared, or who wt‘re in atiy 
way obnoxious to the (lermrm war j>arty. 

Ten days later a small parTret was It-ft at the hou^t** 
addressed to the monk. Wlicn I opened it I lt>nn<l ilm 
little Parisian perfume, hollle. 

One morr)ing, a week later, I went with R:tsputlfl . 
llu‘ Ministry of ilie Inttrrior, where we were ushered 
the small, elegant private room of '‘Satan-in-a-slIk-b^At 
Protopopeff, who greeted cordially. But soon 4* 
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the dogr was dosed, and he had invited us to be scaled, 
heTOsCr turned the key, and, facing* us, gravely said ; 

'‘Gregory, 1 fear stimething* serious is ahcait to happen. 
Late -last night I received an urgent \isiL from the Lfnder- 
director of Secret Police o-f Mosonv, wlio had conic i)osl- 
hasic to toil rne that there has been a sLcrc‘1 meeting 
tween Miliuk(jff and the Cirand l->ukes Serge and J)mitri 
in that city, and it has been decided that at the re- 
opening: of the Duma Miliuk(jJT will rise and publicly 
expMsc usS’ 

“What?" shrieked the monk, siarting. ‘'Is that 
whal is intended?"' he asked In'cathlessly. 

He. ap])arently knows the authors of the <nit- 
rage at Obukhov and our association with Ihimi- ft is 
believed that he actually holds docuinentai'v c\ ideiu'e of 
tlie money winch W(‘ passed through the Wdga-Kama 
Jiank, in Tula." 

“ Bui this must b(^ prevented at all hazards," declared 
Rasputin. “W'c cannot allow him to denouncer us. Not 
ihat anybody will believai him. But it is not jiolicy at 
this moment. Pu])Uc opinion is highly inllamed." 

agree. Of course, nobody 'v^HI believe him. \ol 
he is dangerou.s, and if he denounces us in the Duma it 
will come as a bombshell. 1 called upon Anna \’vrub<)va 
early this morning, and .she has gone to the palace," said 
IVotopopoff, 

Rasputin rciiiained silent, his hand slroldng his 
ragged beard, a habit of his wlu*n working' out some 
scheme more devilish than others. 

*‘Miliukoff will be supported by ihirishkcvltch, without 
a doubt," His h'xccnency the Minister went on. '*Both 
arc equally dangerous/* 

The .saint" gruntetl and knit his brows, for he saw 
himself in a very perilous |K>silion, In Lliree <lavs’ time 
the Duma would re-open, and Miliukoff woukl probably 
brirwg forth eeriain do<nimentary evidence of the treachery 
of Sturmer, Kred<‘ri(*ks, SmikhomlinolT, Anna Vvrubova, 
and n dozen others who rorm<‘d tlu^ camarilla uliich was 
.working for Russia’s downfall. 
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*‘The Duma must be prevented from openin^;^’’ Ras- 
putin declared at last. ‘"The Emperor must rescinrl the 
order and further postpone it.” 

“The Duma has been prohibited from meetinir 
over five months, it can, I agree, wait still further. Hi*' 
Majesty must lind some excuse, or-^ ” 

“1 know what is passing* in your mind, iriend/ in- 
terrupted the monk. “Yes, i will urge Xicholus iurtlier 
to prohibit it, and thus give us time to suppiess our 
enemies.” 

“Action must be taken at once,” said tho Minister. 

I had a telephone ines.-iage from the seeict p£tli<'c ut 
Moscow to say that .Miliukoff hdl for Iknrogratl at nine 
o’clock this 'morning. 'The (Irand Dukes have gone 
south.” 

Two hours later, on our return to the ( ioroklan ava, 
an Imperial courier arrived in hot haste from 'iVarsluse- 
Sclo with a sealed note for the monk, enclosed in U\o 
envelopes. 

These 1 tons open, and, signing tiu* outer <'nve!«»jie as 
ijssiirance of safe reivipt, handed it To tin* courier, who 
left. Afterwards I read the message, to Rasputin, it being 
as follows : 

*MIoly FA'iiir,k,- Anna has i^kUI ihc Miiiulouf’s 

intention in ilu: Duma. 'The Kinp4*ror further iidj«*nn* 

rc-aissembliiig. I have telegraphed to him iirgiug hnii 
do this. If not, let us adopt Noyo's .suggestion ito pay the 
agents J. and B. ton thousand louble^ .lo lemove him. I 
wcaild willingly pay a hundred* thousand rouble,'-’ to lKis*? his 
■mouth for e.vcr. 'I’his must be d^'ine. Sugge■^t k to P, 
[ProtopoyjofT], Surely the same mean'? rould hi’ used iis with 
T. and L. and the end be t|uite natural and y>ene*H‘ul! V*.ni 
eould suppl) the means as before. Hut 1 urge <in you not 
to delay a niouiL'nt. All depends upon MiliukofF.s rvmoyah 
If he reveals ito the Duma v\hal he b nous, then everythinp 
must be lost. 1 kiss your dear hands. With Olga f a, Sit 
your blessing. '—‘^’our dutiful daughter, ** A 

It was thus evident that th<' Empress kuevv of wha'ili 
Rasputin glocfiilly called “'Hie Ih^rfume of IXuitbA* 
Ah 1 ill how many I wonder, was it used by tJhe. 
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mock ‘ksaint ” to stiHc the truth and to swcicp his enemies 
of hO'th *soxes from his path? Such a letter as this J 
have* ficrc g’ivcn seems utterly incredible in this twentieth 
cfMitury, yet those who knew underground Russia imme- 
diately before the dov-nrail of the Romanoffs \\dl] express 
no surprise. 

At once we went to I'sarskoe-Scio' with all haste, and 
Rasputin had a long conference in pri\ate with the 
ICmprcss and Anna, the outcome of which was that 
Alexandra JH^odorovna dispatched an urgent message in 
cipher to the 'I'sar, who was still absent at South-West 
Headquarters. 

Wc remained at the palace all that day. At six oV.lock 
Anna V'yrubovu entered the room, where ( sal writing 
some letters, and inquired for the monk. 

was iierc a quarter of an hour ago/' T replied. 

^‘Thcn find him at once and give, him this. It is most 
urgent/' said the high-priestess of the. cult of the. “ sister-^ 
disciples," handing me a sealed envelope. 

Ten minutes later I found Rasputin walking alone on 
tiho t<srracc, impatient and thoughtful, and of)ca(»(i 
Envelope. WitJiln was a message in Their Arajestics’ 
private cipher, wduch had been deciphered by the Km- 
prcs.s’s own hand, and which read : 

*^Te)l our dear Friuhcr [Rasputin] that to postpone the 
Duma would, I fear, create an unfavourable impression, and 
3 judge impossible, Ih'olopopofF <has asked my authority to 
arrest Mi.liukofF upon some technical charge, ’hat 1 do not 
consider < 5 uch a course good policy. I lagree that to-day’s 
situation is grave, and agree also that at tihc last moment 
some means should he taken prevent him from speaking. 

. , Tlic monk at once flew to the lunprcss’s side, whore 
Stdrmer was being received in audience. Again the 
sij-uatian wa.s eagerly discussed. 'I’hat night, when we 
Returned to Petrograd, although it was nearly midnight, 
ProtopopofT was summoned by tckfphone, and when the 
pair met I learnt what had been arranged at the Palace.. 

Hfhe Empress’s wisher w'crc lo T>e carried out The 
MiliukofF was to 1>c “removed.” 
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CHAPTER >,JV 

MILUIKOFF'S EXPO‘=5X:Kn 

Matters were now growing daiiy more flosperato in 
Russia. Suspense, unrest, and suspit'ion were ril'-r every- 
where, while the deluded people wen^ kept quiet by pro- 
mises of a great oUensive in the near fu I ii]*e. 

Tile Minister Protopopofi', wearing his g(n'gvN>ns uni- 
form, his breast covered with decorations — the man 
whom Great Britain regarded as so (•■jctretnc'ly Itii’twllV ' 
had just paid a visit to the British Embassy, and on Ins 
way home called u]'H:>n Rasputin. 

“It is just as we heard from Mosrenv/’ lu* ^aid lo 
the monk anxiously. “Miliukoff intends to denounra* you 
at the opening of the Duma. He has been in ootnnmnb 
cation with both the French and British Itinhassles, and 
as far as I can learn both are in (*nlire agreement with 
hini.^’ 

“Then I must save myself,'’ Kawsputin <k'elared, strok- 
ing his matted beard tlujughtfully. 

“The British never dream that 1 have been assisting 
you In your schemes waih Alexandra Feudorovna. That 
is why they arc so friendly with me at the Embassy. In- 
dccfl, only ye.sto.rday tii<^ Enmeh Amlinssador handed im^ 
the latest report upon the output of munitions in Kranee, 
and the details of their long'-rang<* gun. These I eopicfU 
and Hard! has left with them for Berlin." 

Truly, we have bKilcd the Allies cxcptisit(dy,“ laughed 
the Black IMonk. '‘But if I am denounced, you :ilsn wiW 
he discovered as my n.ssoidale, a.s well as Sliirtner, 
Fredericks, and our other friends/’ 

“'Hiat is why the ICmprcss urges you to restart in the 
‘perfume/" said the miieh-decorated trait<ir. 

“Yes, but how'?” asked Raspulin. “There is m* 
lime/’ 

“Th-erc is sunk ient/' 

“What do you suggest? " asKcd the monk. 
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‘‘You know little Xenie, who married Ihc Councillor 
of State, Kalatcheff, last year? She is one ol your 
‘sisters,’ is she not? ” 

The “saint ” nodded. 

‘‘Wcll, according to a secret report made to me, she 
has conceived a violent hatred of JMiliukoff, who was 
once a JViend of her husband, and wlio still admires Ik'I'. 
]\liliukoff visits her home sometimes, and one day quite 
recently while in Iier salon he denounc'cd 3 'oii. vSlie has 
been going about declaring him to Im; your bilteresl 
enemy. If so, could she not invite him to take tea with 
her- -and then?” 

“An ext'ellenl idea ! ” cried Rasputin. “Xenic Kalat- 
eheff warned me against Miliukoff some time ago, I 
recollect. 1 will see her and sound her upon the subject.” 
Then, turning to me, hit asked me to inquire over the 
telephone if Madame Kalatcheff was at home. 

Five minutes later 1 informed the monk that the 
lady was at home, atid was ready tO’ sp<‘ak with him 
if he wished. 

At once Kri^putin went to the instrument, and, after 
greeting her gaily, Uvsked if she could possibly come 
round to sec him “on a very urgent: alTair,” to which 
bhc at once, acceded. 

“I had bettor not see. her, so* I shall get off,” 
said Ilis Excellency. “ Be careful how you treat her. 
Recollect, her mind may have been p<.)isoncd against 
you by MiliukofT. 'I'hcsc members of the Duma arc 
often very clever and cunning/' 

“Ijcavc the inatt(^r in my hands,'" said the “saint,” 
VV'ith a grin, “I will soon ascertain lier exact attitude, 
and act accordingly. First, we must remove Miliukoff, 
and next Purishkevitoh — who is equally our enemy.” 

1 ‘ About tw'cnty minutes later T ushered into the monk’.s 
presence a pretty, handsomely-dressed ■woman of about 
jwentyHiight, who often attended our reunions, and -who 
one of the best-known society w^omcn in Petrograd. 

I was about to turn and leave when Rasputin said : 

**You can remain, Fiodoc. The mailer upon %\diich 
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I have to speak with our sister here amt'ern.s as 

well ay myself/’ . . • 

Ihcnj when the \\ife of the Counrillor of State was 
seated, Ras])u(in <\'irefu!ly appn)aoht\I tiu' of 

Mdiukoff, 

“it has be<,‘o w lii.sjH n*«l to me tiial lie is nn* i>itier 
enemy, and that he is about to sj)eak jne in the 

Duma,’’ he said. “1 believt* _\oiJr husbaiui and lie ant 
friendly. Do you happim lo know if there Is any truth 
in this rumour?” 

“Ves, Father, I th),” was madanteks insttmt n*pjy. 
“I warned you of Iiiin thr<-(‘ weeks a^o, but yt>u <Iid 
not heed, 1 also to]<l Anna \*yruho\'a, but hen reply was 
that you, beinii* divirus wotild be ptndeeUv al)l<* to lake 
care of yi.uirs(]f/' 

'"So I am. Ibit it is aj^nlnsi Clod’s hol\ law that 
human tone'ties should utter Iu‘s a|q:a5nsl me/’ he said, 
cleverly impressiiuy upon her the fart tiuit if MiliukolT 
wore suppressed it vMmkl be m* rrim<‘, hut an net 
of duty, 

“1\> me, in niy own house, lu' has deehircd his 
bUenlion ol dtau>uueiuty \'ou — and also our dear Anna 
and the Km]u-e>s/’ 

Tlie monlr was silent. While slie nvus seated lu- 
stood before her with folded arms, lookinj.j* straij^'ld at 
her. wSuddi'nly, her with lluvse remarkable eve.* 

of his, he asked in n deep, hard voitr : 

**Xenie, will you permit this r7ian to besmirrh the 
name of him Vv^bian Chxl bath sent to \ou?” 

<Iunh nnckn'‘dand ! she <'rie<l, surprised at bn 
altitude, ran [ prevent it?” 

“It lies in v-.mr hnnd<«'/’ tlcrlared the nuiek saint* 
*'Vou are his friend -and also mine. Tie visits yotU’ 
house — what more t‘nsV"- -than- — 

**Tban what?” 

‘‘Than you sfwmkl tn\ite him to lak<’ lea with yOU 
to-morrow — b» tlistuiss nivstdf, He knows that yon law? 
a 'disciple/ I suppo^i'?” 

‘‘Yes, be hns sfunehow learnt it — but my huAband Js. 
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in Ig-aoriincu, and he has promised n<u Lo reveal the 
truth to him.” 

“'If he knows of our friendship he mig-hl tell your 
husband,. lie is unprincipled^ and probably will do so. 
That is why i suj^'i^esl you should ask him to te.'u” 

As he spokt; he crossed to the writing-table, and, 
opening- a drawer with the key upon liis chain, he took 
out the Liny l:joitIe of exquisite Ihirisian perfume. 

*'W]mt is that you have there? ” she asked, with 
curI(Ksilv, noticing- the little bottle. “Scent?” 

“Ik'es/' he srud, with a mysterious grin. “It is, niv 
dear sister, the Perfuim^ of Death.” 

“I'he Pt'rfume of Death?” she* e<'hoed. “I don’t 
understand ! ” 

“Then I will tell >ou, Xenic,” he replied, Jiis great 
liypnotic eyes again lixed upon her. “1 do , not use 
perfume myself, but otlier.s sometimes, on rare occasions, 
use this. It is unsuspicious, and <'an be left upon- a 
lady's dressing-table. iV dro]) used upon a handlccn'hier 
(*nuts a most delicate otlotir, like jasmine, but a singh* 
tirop in a cu]3 of tea means death, k'or two hours the 
doomed person fecks no effe<d. But suddenly he or she 
Ixjcomes faint, anil .succumbs to heart disease. " 

“Ah, I si‘e ! ” slu^ g'asped, half-start ing* from hor 
chair, her face ashen grey. “1 — I realise* wlial you 
intend, heather! I — I ” 

And she sank hack agaiti in her cliair, breathless 
and aghast, without <'OJichiding lur .senteiu'e. 

“ K<j< ! ” she shrieked suddenly. “.\h>; I could not I)e 
a ])oisoner — a murderess* ! hut ihaL!'" 

“Not for the sake of the ont^ sent by God as .saviour 
of our dear Russia?” ht; asked reproaclifully, in a low^ 
inien.se tone. “That man Miliukoff is food’s enemy — 
and ours* In your hand lies the means of removing him 
in .secret, without th(* Ica.st suspicion.” 

And slowly the crafi_y, insinuating ('ritninal took 
hor inert hand, and prcs.sed the little bottle Into its 
>oft palm, 

“One drop placed upon the lemon which he takes in 
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liih ic'd uiU he >.ulh<Men»/' lie w iii^peretl. '‘Chily l»c 
extremely careful ol ii yourM'U', aiul n'liirn ihe bc^ttU^ to 
me afterwards. It is ])est in my safe, keeping". 

“No! I can’t!" cried the ureiclied woman over 
whom Rrisputin had now onre again cast his 
a])Ic spell. 

‘*But you sluill, Xenie I 1, yrmr holy heather, r<uav 
maiid you to render assi.staiK'e to your land. None 
shall ever Icnow. Feodor, wlm knows all my innermost 
secrets, will remain dmnh. The workl rarmot suspect, 
because no loxiculogisl luis ever discoviTrd the exist(‘nc<; 
of the p<irfuine, n<;r are tht\v able to discern that death 
has not resulted from heart disease." 

'‘But I should be a murderess ! ga.spcd the unhappy, 
woman beneath that fateful thraldom. 

“No-. You will be fulfilling a duty — a sitJ impt^sed 
upon you in avder tlmt, by committing purify 

yourself for a Iu)Iy life in future/’ he said, referring" to 
one of Iho principic.s of his erotic religion/* 

She began to waver, and instantly I saw that Ras- 
putin had Avon — as he won always with women — and that 
the patriot iMiliukoff had been .scnteiu'cd to death. 

“Go!’* he commanded at last, ‘‘Go, and do my 
bidding. Return to-morrow night, and tell me of your 

.V«CCV54f / 

Then ho bowed out the rehictnnt brit fascinated young 
woman, who in her silvQ*r chain-hag carried the srpall 
bottle of perfume. 

Tluit night Rasputin, after drinking half a bottle 
of brandy, retired to bed, declaring that women were 
only created to be the servants <»r men. Then I sat 
down, and taking a sheet of plain and very common 
writing-paper, I typed up*')n it a warning to the man 
who, at the Emprc.ss’s suggc.stion, w‘a.s to }yc so ruth- 
lessly “ rcm<iv<‘d, ” 'Fhe words I typed were : 

'' You wall be Invlred to tea to-morruw by Xente Kalat* 
cheff. Do not accept. There is a ploi to cause your death. 
Thi? ‘wa^rning is *from — A Friend.” 
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lx t/ped an envelope with Monsieur MiUukoff’s ad- 
dress*, and then, sUppinj^ to the door quietly, I stole 
out and dropped it in the letter-box at the corner ol 
the Kazanskaya. 

That I bad saved the deputy’s life I knew next, 
afiernrxm when Madame Kalatohclf sent round a hurried 
note U> Rasputin, explaining- IhiU, though she had in- 
vited him to her house, he bad rather ciirUy refused 
the invitation. 

At this the monk telephoned her to i'ome round, and 
once again she sat in his re)om ex])laining that she had 
sent Miruikt)rf a ntjte urging him to see her at lour o’clock, 
as she wisheti to make stune revelations concerning the 
monk that might l)e useful to him when speaking in 
the Duma. '1‘he reply, wlut'h she produced, was certainly 
couched in most indignant terms. 

“Can he suspect, do you think, Feodor?” he asked, 
turning to ituj. 

“How ran he?” 1 asked. “Perhaps, knowing 
madame to l<e a ‘disciphs’ he <lonbts the genuineness of 
her promis(‘(l disc^losures.’' 

** Perhaps so,” Xenic said. “Btit what can I do if 
he .suspiicts me? Nothing- that I can .sec.” 

The pair sat anxiously discus.sing tlvj situation for 
the next half-ho\ir, until .at last the State Councillor’s 
wife, handing* bark flic little, bottle of perfume to the 
monk, rose and left, 

I was s(*crelly much gratified that 1 had Insm able 
to save the Deputy’s life, yet Rasputin continued to 
discu.ss other plans with me, repeating: ' 

“The fellow mu.st die. Alexamlra b>odorovna has 
willed it. While he lives he will always lie a constant 
menace. He must die! He shnll die ! ” ^ 

Our national hymn, “ Boje I'zana khrani ” (“Chxl save 
the; Tsar ”), wns being sung nt the moment in tlie streets, 
because news of a victory in Poland bad ju.st' given 
out to the public. 

Already the foundation stone of the revolution had 
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been laid, and M, iMiliiiknlf, with pnrelv pafnMiie motivi'Sj 
had assisted in cemealinyf it. 'The Senatorial re\islon 
which w;is ordained to inquire into tirtu-riil Stjukiionditutlf’s 
treachery had, owing- to MiliukotTV aetirity, ord<‘U'd a 
search at the runorous ohi fcliowhs private abodt‘ early 
in the spring-, with the result that ht*. foiuxi Ininsrlf 
incarcerated in the fortress of iVler and Paul, Wdien 
the geaeral was arrested, xnadami^ Ins wife - an iuheu- 
turess named (laskevitcli, who had comnu-nned iif<^ a,s a 
typist in a solicitor’s oilice, arul who was many yeais 
his junior — had a iciiihle attai’k of lu-steria, for things 
had taken for her a most Linexp<‘cict,l turn, 'riu* woman 
had been implicated in intrigue and trcuudiJ-ry ever sinct\ 
After co]>yi]'ig* some secret papers for a man in Kiev, she 
bad blackjnailed hint, <^blain<‘d a Itig* sum of nton<*y, and 
then married a man name<l JHni]ovit<'h, a prosperous 
Iandi‘<l proprietor, Hy thus <*ntc?nng" the htgh<T »arcl<‘ ot 
society in Kiev, she g’t?t to know fieneral vSoukhorrilinofl', 
its (iovernor-t JeiuTal, who connixed with Iv r to <d)tain 
a divorce from Boiilovitch, dial slu* subseijuently 
married lh<: bald-hetKUai old Don Juan a few months after 
his appointment as W'ar Mini sf or. 

Mculame mul Kasputin were <.*ver handdu-glo\c. From 
the numioiit lh<» general w-as arresusl >Iie had \v<uiv(’d 
with singular energy and adroitness to retrieve her 
luisband\s fallen fortune, and in doing so she assisted 
to lay the beginning of the first Rcwolnlion. She ^mlisted 
the sympathy of Rasputin, Anna \’yniN>vn, arul the 
Kmpress, all of whom were gravely apprehensive, as io 
what might come out at the gencraTs trial. She even 
IhrcAv herself at the feet of Alexandra hVodorovna, 
imploring her to inierrede with the Hinperor m> as to 
save hex caJumniutet! and injured husband. And at Inst 
she succeeded. 

The incjuines were suspa^utded, the newspapers w<rr<‘ 
silent regarding the scandal, and suddenly it became 
knowm that, “ownng to the goneraPs mental siate/^ it 
had been decided, on the advice of a Iward of wcll-lcnowai 
tbedica! specialists, to liberate him ! 
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This a.siountlin^ nows passed from mouth lo moullij 
and Miliiikoli, the patriotic fire-brand, declared cvery- 
whoro that it was Rasputin's work. The news produced 
ihe most sinister impression upon the people, especially 
on those connected witli the Army* The man who had 
l)ecn t}i(‘ primary cause of Russia’s reverses was to 
punishment ! It was, indeed, this insensate act 
of lolly on the pari: of the Tsar which had undermined 
the peojde's trust in their Emperor, and gave Rasputin’s 
enemies — and more e-spccially Miliukoff — opportunity for 
liis bitter denunciation* 

On the xiftenioon •(>r the day before the opening* of 
the Duma. Rasputin received another letter from the 
hhnpross, in cipher, as follows : 

Dkau Fatukr,— Nikki 'still refuses to postpone the 
Dtmu'U thtjiigh I Jiave, doni* all f ran to induce him to dd 
Ky CoiTU' lo ns lit once .and try to force him to our views. 
Not a Tiionmnt should be lost- 1 (have just hoard that Atiliu- 
kofT is still artiv(*, so conclude tluit iv^hat yt>u lold me has 
failed. 

“V. [ Pi’otopopoif 1 has told me an hour ago that Skoro- 
padski fa Ormnn agent living in Pctrogiacl ns a jeweller 
in ihi) Nevskii has betrayed us all, and has placed .some 
most incrimiiiathig documents rin the hands of TiiiliukolT, 
who hn^, in turn, sliown them to Purishkevich. They will 
be produced in the Duma to^morrov. 'Phe police traced 
Skoropadski to Riga, but they have failed to arrest him, 
and ho has, alas I escaped to Sweden. 

*‘H<dy Faiher, do not delay a moment in coming to your 
daughter to <*omforT her in thi:s her blackosl hour! Miliu- 
kolf must, bo jireventcd frorn denounrng you. I cannot con- 
ceive lu»\v your avrangt'.ment with Madame KalatclicfF has 
failed, ThV, perfunic has never failed before. Alix is 
t:oniYtantly asking for you, mid Olga kisses your dear hand, 
■^cck 'i»ho/Kmporor at onr.c Ixjforc; coming to me, or he may 
^uispeot U5 to bo in collusion. 1 have quarrelled with him, 
because by his obstinacy he will ruin us all. How I wish 
that MiliukoF 'ivotiUl be .stricken down! Do not delay. 
'Come !- -Your devoted daughter, ''AP** 

Well I knew that the German-born Empress wns 
.sitting: alone in the palace brenihlessly anxious as lo 
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whut disclosures wore lorlhcondn . ci , 1 1- , 

4 t * ' 1 . Sh<* wrt.s no b ind 

to her increasing unjiopulaniy winju 

said openly oi her. 

that there WiiwS a wirf-toi* it < i 

, t* 1 t II “'•less T>lanr ai Ihe palace, 

by which she couUl I'ommiinioaiu direct wi 


, • ‘>n<l to the vuikiiid Ihinu’.'- 

had just startoil a rnnumr 
i M'orot wireless pla.U n( I 

uUl .‘ommiinioa,^ direct with i'otsdani. 
Indeed, so inany people believed this that, alter tlu- 

I sar s abdicalion, c*\'L‘rv nook tv,,-,, i . .• 

t , c I 1 1 aii<i i;aro*t ol fsars- 

koo-belo was scarchccp luit win, i 

, r, , ,r , siKv(\ss. bturnuT, 

J^redenoks, rrotopopotl, the r,.' mi 

A 1 It ]^<asoij-inono-<-f Hac tna\‘cv, 

Anna Vyrubova, and hall-a^dM', , n i c ‘ \ 

,r ^ , t' 1 ’ • 4 r others, who lormtal 

the dark and sm!St<‘r forces tit, ^ -u i t* 

1 '* wcu^ raiadls 

doom, were 

Willi 

^ \ . incrintinaiini.^’ docunu-nls 

— tlic C'xact nature of which tu, i ? t .i 

, ,t . r • 1 V knew not — spoke the 

truth m the uvisJaturc. lluti, ' , *• ' »- 

^ a storm ()t Huinrnation 

sweep over them m 

^ Mtcii a manner iltat thev 


Russia to her 
terrified as th( 
if AJilinkoff, armed 


at at once to da- paku'e, 
proee(‘ded straij^lu to ilu* 
1 wailed in a room 


would sweep over them 
could ncv<'r withstand it. 

Raspulin, thus summoned, 
and I accompanied hirn, 

ItmperorVs private room, whik’. 
adjoin in j»*, 

1 hc^ard their voic^i'S raid'd, om t- » » t 

, . M 4 r ^ ke hanperor s was raise<i 

in protc^f : that of the monk 

If thou wilt nut THistpone ,he then ,he peril 

Will DC upon Ihmo own lus'up *’ i i i o i . 

i.vAM It 4U 1 4- * ^ heard Rasputin sJiouc. 

“Why allow these revolution;.,.,, , ^ . 

, j * deputies to criticise thv 

policy and undermine thv non,*!. *. m 4i .* '-v 

‘ r u y e t 1* " .i’**M>nlanfv with the nation? 

It IS folly Such ^IHV IS .suiviciai. and if thou wilt 

persist I sludl withdraw an^ 

knowincf that to-morrow the -r *A i *ti 

, of Russia s ckK>m will 

dawn. ' 

‘‘n,c people are clamouring. f„r ,hv reopening, of 

the Duma, rephod Uk' lvmpcr<^r wcaklv. “I can do 
nothinjf el.Si^ but submit- 

‘‘I hare had a vision,” rlvciarcd the monk. “Last 
ntRht there was revealed unto n,e the dire result «f thv 
folly. T saw. thj the victim <>f ihv nation’s am;er. 
dethroned, degraded and imprisoned *• 
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I5ut^t‘Vc*n that lie railed to induce llie Tsar to alter 
hisr ■dccl.sionj and naturally so, for he was afraid of the 
daik cloud which he saw rising-, and which he believed 
to be due lo the long adjournment of the Duma. Mence 
he was afraid lo take the monk's advice. 

Again j heard ]>oLh men's voices raised in hot 
argument. 

“J am Emperor!” cried the Tsar at last, angrily, 
in a hig-h, shrill tone, “and 1 refuse to be thus di(:- 
taied to ! ” 

Next second lliore was a loud crash of gdass, and 
1 heard Rasputin shout : 

“Thou refuseth to listen to good ctainsel! ,\s I 
have smashed that howl, so will the people, T tell thee» 
rise and .smash the House of Romanoff!*' 

With those w<wds he turned, and a moment lalci 
rejoit-ed me, his face Hushed with anger, and his knotted 
lingtu'S clenched. 

He- w<mt straigdit to the Empress and told her of 
Ids failure lo move Nicholas from his decision. 

“Rut surely this man IMiliukoff must be prevettled 
from speaking ! cried the: unhappy -woman, who saw all 
her deep-laid schemes crumblijtg rapidly away, and her.self 
branded as a traitress. ” Father, you mu.st work 3 *el 
another mlrat'lc. He must be seized )>y a sudden illness — 
an accident must happen to him, or — -or something I ” 

Rasputin .shook his head dubiously, declaring that 
there was no time to arrange a second attempt. 

"‘Have, you put it to Frotopopoff? ” she asked. ”Ht» 
might suggest some mean.s, now that the woman Kalat- 
chefT ha.s failc<l us. If not — he will speak — and we are 
lost ! Think, Father, what it all means ! There Is already 
public imrc.st created by the rumours that wc have un- 
fortunately spread of pending di.saster, and if they are 
followed by such charges .supported' by dooumenhs, then 
revolution is inevitable ! 

I saw that the Tsaritza, now that every means to 
secure Militikoff'.s silence had failed, wns terrified lest 
site be exhibited in her own true traitorous colours. 
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Back we went to Betrtv^rad, whore we caUed at 
Proiopupofr's house, and where stdl another atlonipt 
against 3rLiliukofi'\s life was j^haied. 

,By telephone an ox-agent (»r Sei*ret Pollee named 
Stelanovitch. who had doiu- niudi work :is an 
l?roV(>cutcif}' for the eainarilla, was ealh-d, ar.d a jaiee 
was at once aiTangt'd fur tin: inunkr n[ the iJeputy. 

He was to lx; shot at and kilUal out:/ide tin‘ d aiiris 
ralaec, just before two o'eloek, as he was eatt‘ring 
the Duma. He -wuukl priiha]>ly he V'lail/uig* nnmd to 
the Chamber I'lxnn his house wuh his lu^som friend 
M. J^urishkevitch, 

“You will surely know soinehofly to whom lht‘ ahair 
nan he entrusted, Ivan,” said llu* Min’sier of Intel lor, 
'‘If ruTcsK'd, he will I)e allowed ample t'pportiinil v tt> 
es('ape. Naturally he would not tomi^ up for trial, I 
would S (‘0 to that. So you eaii gl\e him in\ personal 
assurance/' 

‘*1 should suggest a woman,” said (he man Siefnno- 
viU'h. “1 know one who would not lu‘siiate to act as 
we wish. Her nam<‘ i.s Mario CrnzdoiT, a i\>lish h'wews, 
1 can trust her. She lias d<me something siniil ir for 
LIS I)efore.” 

**And the price? 

‘‘The pria^ will lie all right,” replied the provoeaiing 
agent, with a business-like air. 

“Then wo einnist tlu‘ affair to vou, Uan,” said His 
KKccllenev. “You will recciva; for yourself ten tfiousaud 
roubles If Miliuk<5lT dies.” 

And the man wont* forth to find the womait, who, for 
money, would not hesitate to eommit. murder. 

That night p^‘ov<‘tl a sleepiest; one for us all. I 
tried to warn Miliukoff again by sending him an anonv- 
mous letter, which I poste<l in siMTct after the 
monk had retinxl. But mv great fear was lest the letter 
would not reach his hand In time. Probably it wtmid not 
he delivered till the midday post - and if so, he W'ould 
not see it till after the opening of the Dumal 

Next morning passed anxiunsly. ProtopOj>oiT had 
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told us*t)vcr •the telephone th;it Slefanovitch had seen the 
woman ■Cir'<>zdorf, and that nil was arranged. 

1 \vc‘nt early to tlie Duma, and sal among the 
mnvd in the public gallery, while Rasputin ren^iained 

ac home, and the ICinpress at (he palace, with Anna 

iKMi' the teleplujne, she having arranged for bru'f 

rept)rts of the proceedings to be telephoned to her 
al intervals oL’ a quarter of an ho-ur each during 
the sitting. 

M. Michael Kod^'ianlco, the President, gravely took 
his scat on the stroke of two, and the Itouse was 
crowded. The dif)lomalic boxes w<‘r(; tilled to owrflowing, 
the fh'itish, I'rench, Italian and United vStates Ambas- 
sadors, t<‘>gethci' with tln‘ Ministers of most of the neutral 
countries, bt-'ing prest*nt. 

'riie usual [a*a\er was offen'cl, but neither M. Miliukoff 
nor iM. Ihirishkevilch was in his pla<'c 1 

Had the. a(tem))t h«‘en successful? I held my breatl; 
and wondered, I had been listening ior a shot, btit 
heard nothing. 

Sudd<aily my heart gave a bound. \ pleasanldo<jkiug, 
grey-hairiM mati, in g<dd-riinmcd spectacles, and carrying 
a big ))unfl]<* of papers, had entered by the hark way, 
and was walking* to his seat. It was M. IMiliukoff! He 
had had my anonymous letttT, and had come in ]>y lh<^ 
back way, ])eing followed by his heardcM, bald-lu^adcd 
friend. Once again had I been able to warn him of 
danger. 

't'he (Iov(u*nm<‘nl was now dancing upon a volcanr). 

The sitting ot)ened, the TTcsident Kodzianko made a 
speech in whi<h he criticised scvctcIv the poHc:y of the 
Sturmer (iovernment, and c\ervoiu‘ n*alis<‘ci the serious- 
ness of the situation now that the President of th<‘ Duma 
came out against tht‘ Prime Minister. 

*‘l*he CJovernmcnt must learn from us what the 
country needs," said R<i<izianko lierc-ely. *‘1*110 (lOvern- 
ment must not follow a path different from the people. 
With the conlklcncc of the nation it must head the social 
forces in the nuirch toward victory over the enemy, along 
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the path that hnrnioni.sos the as^piraiidiis ^trf the 

people. There is no other path to be lollov. eel," 

Then the F^resideat went on to dorian' that, th*;ut(h 
there was no discord antono* the Allit'S, yet. liirre was no 
trick that the cnonty would not piny willi Ih.e iivjKlierous 
object of wrecking;' their alliance. “Russia will ma Iki- 
Iray her friends,” he declared, “and { sa\ ^'ne, wit]) 
contempt, refuses any erinsuleraiion of n M-pande peace.” 

Thr speech was i^'reided with thiinrit'nuis outiiursts of 
applause, while Slurnicr, who w'as pn‘st‘nt. rose and left 
after its conidusion. 

Titcn, when the applause and eheerini^ of the Ambas- 
sadors of llte Allies had died down, MiliuK<»lT, the 

brilliant leader of the C'onstiiutlonal Democrats, 
gravely and begfan to speak. 

'I’hat speech, whiclt the <*amrirUIa Itnd vaiuiy striven 
strenuously to suppress, proved hislont', and v^*as nudjily 
the cause <d Sturmer's ovtTthrow. Roldly and lelent- 
lessly he showed his hearers tlu' i‘a\(mr with whicli the 
Teutons regfarded vStitrmer and the ronstornatitm < ansed 
in the Allied camp hy his activities. Rcairing- extracts 
ftom (icrman and Austrian nv.wspnpors, he brought out 
the fact that the Central Power.s regnrde<l Stunner as a 
member “of those circh^s which look on the war against 
(jcnnany without particular enthusiasm”; that Stunner's 
appointment to Ihv Korelg-n Ministry was greeted in t.he 
Teutonic countru's as the beg*inning: of a new era in 
Russian politics, while the dismissal of Sa/oiun jiroduced 
in the KntenU: countries an tffect “such as woiihJ have 
been produced by a pogrom.” 

The crowning .sensation, however, was what he rc-* 
veulcd concerning Stunner's connection with the black- 
mailing operations of bis private secretary. Manascvitch- 
ManuilofT, who, a few^ weeks before, lta<! V«,-vn arrested 
on a charge of bribery. The secretary lobl the directors 
of a Potrograd hank that pr^M;ee<lings were being insliiuted 
them by the \finistry of the Interior for nllegetl 
trading with the c-nomy, and offered to suppress the affair 
through InRuenllal friends’'" for a large consideration. 
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The* represent at ivcs of the bank had special reasons 
to even with the '‘dark forces,” and especially Pro- 
lopopoff, since Ihe retired Mintsicr of the Interior, A. N, 
Khvostov, was a brother of the bank’s president. 
Klnostov owed his dismissal to a plot to kill Rasputin, 
which was investif;'atcd by IManuiloff. The directors of 
the bank, therefore, accepted the fellow’s offer, handing* 
him over a large sum of money in marked notes. 

Lat(T MannikdT was arrested by the military autho- 
ritit\s with the. bri])C in his possession. I-lis release, how- 
ever, followed soon, and the xiame of Manuiloff was on 
e.veryhtKly’s lips. Miliukoff, in liis sj)ce{di, said, regard- 
ing Manuiloff *s liberation : 

“Wliy was this geiitlernnn arrested? That has been 
known long ago, and 1 shall be saying" nothing new 
if I tell you what you alrt‘ady know, namely, that ho w*as 
arrested for extorting bribes, and that he \vas liberated 
because-— that is also no secret — lie told the examining 
magistrates that ho shared the bribes with the President 
of tlie Ciouncil of Ministers,” 

Thus was Port.s Sturmer denounced as a traitor and 
bhu'kmailer I 

Rut worse was to follow, M. MiliukolT vehemently 
condemntui the Itmpress for her support of the plan, 
originated in (Germany, of a speedy and separate, peace, 
regardless <;f cinmmstam'es, conditions, or national 
honour, fh' quoted further passages from (Jerman news- 
papers, in which '"die. Fricdcyis-partci dcr ja?7gc?i Tzdrin'^ 
(the Peaces J’arty of tb<‘ young Tsaritza) was freely di.s- 
cussed. He w'as very outsjjokcn in referring to the. 
**ciark forces” which surrounded the Throne, and had 
lately as.sumcd such overwhehning dimensions, and he 
operdy diudared “that man, the monk tJrcgory Rasputin, 
the cx-horsc-stcalcr and pet saint of Alexandra I-^co- 
dorovna, is, gentlemen, nothing more than an erotic 
charlatan, who is the’ catspaw of the Kaiser I ” 

' I'hc effect of this was electrical. The. House sat 
Staggered.' 

gentlemen,” he went on, -triking the bundle of 
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papers '.vliich lay upon tins <U-.sl.' heforc him. ‘‘1 h(!i> 

cktcumentary evidence of the naitiTous aciioas .-1 this 
ctimarilla, who arc. rittemptins? to lead Russia to hei- tlootii 
- papers which shall he revealed to you till in due ('onrse, 
Ii is .said that the Jhirtie Minister has alretnly left the 
Chamber to make a personal report it- Uis Majesty o( 
the rrcsidcnt'.s speech. Ail 1 trust is iltat the ^\ol■ds I 
have just uttered will also leaeh the Hmjteror's ears, and 
that he will trouble himself to examine the irrelnlahle 
eviden<'e <d Ruspiitin s diaholii'id vv(>i'k at the f*ida(*(‘ 
and in the .Ministries-, and the <-rafty machinations of the 
‘black fortes’ in our midst.” 

The Manuiloff disclosures uere suniciently dramatic, 
but tltis outspoken cxj)osure of Rasputin, the more hitter, 
perhajxs, because, of my warnini^s of the twt, attempt-, trj 
assassinate him, eau.sed the lhatse t<) ^asp. 

The very name of Rasputin Inul only lH-e?i hrealht-d 
in whispers, and his cult vv;es n-l<'rred to vatjin-ly as 
something my.sterious comu-eii-d with th< ocerdt. Rut 
in that speech, to which I sal ami listened. Miliukoff hit 
straight from the shoulder, and called a spade, a spade. 
One of his phrases wa.s. “Russia ean never win so hmg 
as this convicted criminal and si-ducer ol women is 
allowed to work his amazing power u[um liti-, rulers of 
the. limpire. Remove him ! ” he went on. “ fa-t him be 
placed safely within the walls of I’eler ami I'.tul, together 
with his ‘.sisters,' and with all his brother-tr:jiior.s, and 
lh«m there vfill bo no more sugge.«lion ttf a separate peace. 
Remove his evil influence ! ” sbotited the fine onilor, his 
voice ringing through the ChumlH-r. “ I .say, remove him 
Jroin the Imperial circle, or Russia is doometi I " 

1 left the Duma by that long stone .staircase with a 
feeling that at la.st the jxover behind the 'I'hrone, nay, 
the very Throne it.self, was bn^kun. 

Tsped to Rasputin's house, find with pruteuded regret 
related all that had wcurrvd. 

Hearing it, he .sprang to the telephone, declaring in a 
hoarse voice:. “The Censor must prohibit every word of 
it from publicnilon. I will demand this of Nicholas ! ** 
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And a few moments later he was speaking- with the 
Efnperur, urging that an order to the Censor be imme- 
diately issued — a suggestion that was at once carried 
out* 

•Meanwhile a dramatic scene was being enacted in the 
Empress's bond(jir, for that day proved the l^cginning 
of the end of the holy Father's career, as well as that of 
Alexandra Feodoiovna, Empress of Russia. 


CHAPTER XV 

TIIC TRAITOR OENOONCEO 

Thk Empress, on hearing what had happened in tlio 
Duma, had u lit of hysterics. Nicholas was pre*scnt 
while ihe CourL jiliysician administered resloratlvcs. 
1h<-n, without a word* lx* turned, and, leaving his wife 
in the can* of the traitress Anna Vyrubova^ he left for 
C General I leadquarters. 

When Uasjaitiji was lufornied by telephone of the 
hhnperor's deprirturc he became furious. 

“He tears U> meet Stunner! ” he cried to me. “He 
is leaving him in the lurch.** 

And this he did, for the next day the fate of Russia 
trembled In the balance, while the Rlack Monk went 
about to the Ministers in frantic haste, hoping and 
plotting to turn public opinion again in bis favour. The. 
<d’iarlatan, who could work miracles, and was the TTenven- 
sent saviour of Russia, had been exposed a.s a more im- 
postor, Stiirmerbs position had also become desperate 
pndcr the concerted attacks of the Duma. A niocling of 
the Cabinet vva.s held, at wdiich the monk was present. 
Stiirmcr, with Prolopopoff^s support, pr<>|x)scd to dis- 
solve the Duma. Some members opposed the suggestion^ 
wlwreupon Stunner resolved to execute it up<>n his own 
inilinlive. 

In RasputiiEs room, and in my presence, he drew up 
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a ducuinent to tl'iit t-fuMn, bat U> lUiiKt* n law 
1hc Tsar's rtins^-nt, atui N'u'bnl.is wa- i.ir a\\ 

Sliirrner or thr Dmna. 

Ak'xanclra F<Mvk*T(jvna aral Ka-iaryi v nv 
int>‘ with Sliinncr tu di''a»Kr ihr 
and :ii>ain ]>n*vrnt rnnu lnwa t i. 

An K:iNpurui pill it ni*/ a! 

*‘Vc<Hk>r, this a 
Sturnur arr uu,'Mfnp;ttihl<a t ha 
mean nwohition. 'J la* trium}»a ^ 
the wianiiii^ of the l>att!i* lt\ tha 
his purpnse, Sturmar lu-t-ds ;m 
and ha niusi hu\a: it. Ah-sandra 


V *ha' t 

'i h'’ 

\ ii'ti'i \ < .1 d 
t th' I 'an: i 

ih JM. H .a* ■ 

andaaii'i v. a 
Im odor.w na 


It najuired 

Tt was 

boih worlL 
ro. 4 ’nlativcs, 

i,;lh : 

l>um;\ and 
a Inii^a- \vil3 
Vrih in<ii(:;rtg 
'I’o arhieve 
h (hr I'sar, 


i rms to be 

us, for Mf’hola^ has hiddm tm'M a' U lM»pm^ that 


the slorm will blow t. 

Siiirmcr sintinrd t\ar;. i'lhn-l n. obtain aiidu with 
the Kmperor, but Iw was elusiwa and fnr tia\ . uo one 
knew whore he An audirMa<‘ would ntr.in tin* tiis- 

solutlrm of the Duma, and tl^i . Na holau. l'*avMd would 
brinji* rtWoUitiuiu 

As is well known, bv a neo:d pul.hslad b% an Amerb 
t'lm jtnirnalisl^ 1 luwe staldautlv aj>,^« u ad lu th.t Duma the 
Mintslt'rs of War and M'anu‘\ thtuaai Shusait'v and 
Admiral t Irij^oroi iudi. l i.a\ am\ uau »'d that die\ iiad a 
staicineoi u> maki*. '1 lie re|e'f’Hi'mati*' u'. ta<' ueoplc 
ludd their breath In v\;vj'M'ri*«e. I be War Minister 
mounted the. islhiute, ami isud a Uvlmu* to iht' people's 
efforts in the <‘ause <A n.uhnta) rh-h n. the 
Duma's un<I the e(n-ntr>'s fuuuv tow>peraiion in the 
work uf efjuippins^' tin- arniv. I h< Minu ter o( Marino 
reitiTaf<'<l <leru‘rai Shuvaiev'‘> <ietna:nl bu' eoa^peratioa 
l>ci\veon the <lr>veimiu*ut and the l)iim:u 'Hie httter^ 
pcrliaps* never u'itm'ised Ntieb :* seein a^ in;it \\hi4'h 
lowed tin* uv<^ Ministers* speeidtev,, Ihesr v.us a 
ovation, after wlaeh Mibukott rose suiil : 

‘•Tho War and Marlm- Ministers have de* lared ihom** 
solves on the side of the Dirtna and the people, WV% on 
uur part, have said tlujt i.ht* Duaut i'l lue army i*nd 

the people." 
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'J'lus sealed the fate oC Boris Sliinner. The people 
had ^acTiilevecl their first victory over the ‘'dark forces^” 
aiui Sturmer, driven out, came one night to us, and, 
pac'iiig the room, tore his beard and cursed both the 
jiniperor and impress. 

Thtni, turning upon Rasputin, he cTied with a 
sneer : 

‘‘And }'ou, the hctl}" Father anti tiur divine guide^ ha\'t' 
))cen pOvverh‘ss lo- siu'c as ! Where arc your miraculous 
])o\vers? Only in your own iinaginati<m, I am beginning 
ti> ihink.*' 

These words led to a stu'ious quririvl and bitter re- 
criminations, for the Kmpress, tO' save herself, had dropped 
SliirrmT, so that Protopo-poff had become instantly the 
lavouritc at Court, and, indeed, dictator. 

Two weeks went by, weeks of the tensest scem*s in 
the eoiuesl between the democracy and tla* conspirators, 
<jf whom Rasputin and the Empress were, the heack Pro- 
lopopoff defied the new Premier, Alexander 'rreprA', a 
hide-hound bureaucrat, as well as the Duma, and it was 
then that the crisis was reached. 

IwTch day we went regularly to Tsarskoe-Selo, and 
there another plot was quickly hatched- While the public 
were dally expecting* the downfall of Protoptipoff as a 
natural outcome of Sturnicr's denunciation and de.g^rada- 
lion, they were one day suddenly stag-gored by the news 
that the retired Premier was about to be appointed Am- 
bassador to a neutral count ry- 

Iweryvvhere I went 1 heard the most sinister dissatis- 
factiim. The people knew what %vas meant, namely, that 
the <}crmanophile Stunner W'as to negotiate a premature 
peace, and this within three weeks of his downfall ! The 
whole Empire was agog at the news, yet Rasputin re- 
mained calm and silent, believing that his clever plot 
would be successful. ' 

Certainly it might have been had not the Duma ron- 
tinuccl its concerted attack on the ‘‘dark forces,** demand- 
ing a responsible Ministry- Even half of the Exlrctnc 
Right, the most rabid monarchical faction in the Duma, 
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joint.‘d the Opposition^ n Taei \\ Itirh. v. hrn Uihl tt; the 
Kmpre-ss, sent her aj^'aiii into 

1 remenil>“r lliat tiay weii. Ifanh IkkI Iini- 

h^ol from Herliii, und hiouyju the nu-nh a dispaii h tOilrb, 
Avlien dt‘.cij)hered, reati as : 

jML.vuiiAXijnM rnoM Xo. 

AtiV' rM'“‘r Wt’ij Joio, 

‘•The is'Uitnde <‘1' the l)*.:rna i : at.i- It .ilarin for 

your .'’aiVty. A- >>'a have i r.Ta ; , u; jet*. Miliii- 

kcjfV, endeavour ;u onre to puivne h; i hno Ptni.sh- 

keviteb, iuiliun A. [Anna \‘yn.ho\.i| tina K-»jrtiluif lia; 
ieveaUnl to l\ luu tUndn t:> in lh«‘ Xaiuhto and P. has 

in his ij ‘ /(uJain d'.ieiinn’ni -• to ; i jn , jm: in.; ]H‘r. 

'rhe^e "huiild lx* ; lynred at 'ill h.'wavl' . Uh /. “’niiri, a. ‘rive 
in -pnlilienl h'n\' and tt.ho vv.' , uMej *nf Kev*d’»'i)'an, 

ap|n)iulC'rl Mini •{('!• oJ’ Jn-'Jire nj^ the Kem-n h*. ‘hil^.noi. | 
Jh iiiTt'nd ■> io make ti e of tiie'-r in ,tin* ])un'::u It :• .*n;:jo**aecl, 
lht‘reforc, ihat the nomau X. [V'^nh* Kai.ii' hrdt ' hr tijaln 
jpvmi thi‘ f)eifiun» , eilh in-*f nieihan- f: in ’.oni' df. l{ not^ 
employ tht‘ jprl O'npi l^iuer. She poo-d \ a d'.,iit ,>tle 
“.ervanf in tht'‘ Ih'ia’e^^ ’rr'heknni :*:n ♦.•na;:, . iid w.i 
fuL Why jHii uLilhi: her 

‘‘inform Her Maje'*i\ that Siurmer mu'': ^ ome h,n-k rn 
jiouvr veiy .diortly. Hut tiii* 1. impo Ihh* v.nth' Mdinkoir 
atid Puri- hkevitch have tin* enrol tin* jis>{de, >o>i a aa'und 
should he k>,-i in ‘tn|‘>nri“ Iny tiiem. We have hejud i\iih 
salislitelion of the renno'.tl of Hu' woTian Malta Ta-tryaiotV 
and tin- man Paul K i iyitit''k\ , Ihah kneu to,, aen it, <onJ, 
thouf^h they served us failhhilly, \M're not toiiher rerpnred, 
[Wbeii the , sphere of ti-’*/ uln<.' » > oi i'eno-an ectr/t ends 

they ‘p-neral ly rnei't with tiiiiinuds deal it:* | 

“Aha> inform Mei Majt^Nty that sh<‘ and i>ev d.iiif^hters 
should exhibit a k< ioioi iaiere;: in the wounded in order to 
witt hack pviblic favour. Von, too, iliould perfouti another 
miraelcr. 

“ Wc' hear with reinvt that, thou^rh .the aJh‘gatioiji: made 
by MiliukolF wen* snppn*-»'ied by the ('eiwor, type-wriUtm 
copies of the ‘-pi'orh are bvtnf' wi<hdy distributeti everywhere. 
If you do not a< t with a iiyin lh.aritU this will uivjcn ati our 
plans, Tho moment is crbkal, and nl! deperid-^ upm your 
own drastic actions, ‘‘ S/' [Steinhauer], 

That f^ume cveutn^r jIu* h!ack{>uai'd c<»m- 

tnuniented to tho Tsaritza and the eUb^nnt morf4uHt;us^ 
Anna VyrutiOva ibt cuiUonts of lUo scercl dispatch. 
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Both and lady-in-waituu^, in lli-cir rich cvcn- 

cainc U> ihc fine aparimcnts ^vhich were 
aj<’)ilcd lo the iiioak in the palace, and tis they were 
suited 1 read over tlie nics.'^a^e- 

<U'clar(‘d Her Majesty u hen 1 had finished; 
i quae a^ree that the i^irl Olga Bauer should receive 
in>t nu't :uns. Order Brutopojioit to make inquiry into 
thi, best means by uhif h she c'nfi approach l^urishkevilch. 
'J'h* iellow' inu.sl be [>revenled troin imj)licating‘ our dear 
Aina in the Zanidni aliaird' 

said Madame V'yrulaiva in alarm; “it would 
ruin not only niysell', but the Empress also.” 

“ 1 will do thy bitlcling,” Rasputin resptjnded, staud- 
ingr with his hands behind his back, his great cross 
susiJitnded from his neck seintillat ing beneath the light. 

“l‘he gijl ]h'iuei\ posing as a domestic* servant, 
managed to ingralhite iiersoif with Ih’inee Tchekmareff, 
and }»a\e tlu‘ iterfunic' lo h<'r mistress with sueooss/’ 
rentatkeci Anma. “And there was not the slightest siis- 
piekat. Xc‘nl(' KalatchtdT failed, therefore I am not in 
javour t>f lit‘i being tunplcwcd again.” 

“'fi'm*, <J>Iga is a fprl of great daring, and her lover 
has long* ht (Mt in the Clerman service/’ Rasputin remarked. 
“1 w.ll sec Iter tcD-’mcjrrow.” Them, turning* to me, he 
said : “ h'c^odor, write to her and ask her to c^all on 
rmr tu-morrow' <*vening at cigdit. Send the letter by 
special messengnrr. “ 

This I did, and next evening* the girl Hauer ('ailed. 
She was slim, very j>reUy, and dressed as she was, 
as a girl of the people, none would suspect her of 
having committed several secret murders at Rasputmls 
instru<-ti(»ns, 

“Olga/' he said, when she was shown into his rooin, 
*Vca!!y you art* growing prettier each day! I envy Ivan 
Ivanoviich, for he has good taste,” 

“You flatit‘r me, Rather,” said the girl, blushing. 

“I speak tlie truth/’ tleclared the monk, twisting the 
end of his beard in his fingers and fixing his strange 
ityes upox) hers* “But,” he. went on, “I asked you here 
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because 1 want you to help oiu cause nnce vv'lb 

the perUuiie/' 

She ^^■ve\^ .'^'crious in an inslanu 

''W’Jio is obnoxious? she aske{i qnh'kly, iu a lurcl 
voice. 

“ PunshI:cvif('Ii/’ clet'lat’ed Ihe ia<ink, "'rile man Vas 
soine\\ hen- hi In', house eta'iinii inej iniln.it tup, pajers 
rej^ardint; Miulanu' VVeiilMjea. l‘Ia.’se, l^o^^(‘ee;^ <io nol 
I'tjncern you. Wheai ilie Deputy is dead 1 will have tJje 
police search the house at oiu.e, anti tlu* paptas uhtMi 
found will he haiuhal to me- ^’ou must re[ieat tla* role 
you played in rritice Tehelcniaieh’s hou^eludd. ” 

^Vith these wor<ls lu' n^se and took from a drawer 
he unlocked a small hiUtle t'oinaiuitif^ a jiiece of <'o:ton- 
wool, sayiiitf : 

wool lias lus-n s<iake(l in th<^ perfume and 
dried, so that it is nu»re easily carried and hss sus- 
pit'ious than in lltjuitl foim. just [*ia( a little water 
on the \UKd and >(juet‘/e it <Htb when you havi* the 
porfiimc ready to iuind.'” 

'Phe pretty ^firl took the little \vid<‘-in<nithed bottle 
and held it aj^'ain.st the lii^ht. 

**Thc I)<*j>uly will he dilhcuU to approa<*h/^ she said. 

He is iKrt a fasi-Iiviiii^^ nj:m, Uki: vs<nuc uhh whnni I 
have <ieaU.” 

'‘He will not be able to resist rt prtdty fact? like 
yours,'* Rasputin said conruh-ntly. 

*‘\Vcll/* sh<‘ said at last, will uy, hkdiu r. Ciivc 
TOC your blessing-.*’ 

And she wont \ipon her knees, whiU? the erotic black- 
f^uard placed his dirty hands upon her hea<I, and, raisin}? 
his eyes to Heaven, pretended to place, upon her Im 
l>encdicLi#n. 

Afterwards, before she left tjs, she told us that she 
knew that the Deputy had a youngs matKsorvant named 
Protaenko, and it would be Iter object to first attract 
his attention and Ijccome on intimnui term>; with him, by 
which means she would be enabled to visit the servants' 
quarters of Purlshkcvitch’^i bouse* 
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Excellent — if you do not ibiuk that you could obtain 
a olrnjc there as servant," 

'''That would be dihicuU, for I happen to loiow thai 
all the servants have been theie. fur years, and that I here 
is no vacancy/’ 

*' W’ell, C)U;*a, act just as vou like/’ the mo-nk said. 
“Clnly remove him, an<i thou teh‘phone instantly to me, 
su thiit the police can seandi inimodhilely/* 

Of the fbuua* wt: ]u*ard luUhln^ for a fortni^hi 

Time after time Jl felt imi>eUed to warn the (loomed 
man, hut I fear<»d hesL Rasputin siicuild suspect nut of 
treaciiei'v, the otlua* ph)ls havlnp; fail»*<l. One nit^ht, while 
at the palata*, 1 was Iixformeil by a nunktty that someone 
\vishc<i tu s])cak witli the utonk on tlu^ j)ul))ic lelejdione, 
therefore i went* to the instrument, 

'Ihe voice I heard was that of Bauer, who, 

wUett sh<* recoi;u},s(‘d me, said: 

“Tell the I'^ather that his wishes wttre carried out 
half an hour Ui^u, Vou kttow what 1 mean — eh?"’ 

“Yes/* 1 re[)liial “1 know — I will tell him at once/' 
And then 1 rani;* off, 

Kirlurnin^^ to Rasputin’s haitdsonie room I repeated 
the m<sssaj*'e, wliereupon lu* sprang- up with ea<^c:r de- 
ami rius^injr np Vroto{>opolT at his hcuise in 
Petroj^rad, told him to or;U*r an immediate p(jli(T search 
(if Purishkt*\*iti‘h’s ]iuus<*, as had .alnsady been ar- 
ranged. 

/\fUT that I ha<l senne business with the Master of 
the Imperial Household in the opposite wlni^ of the palace, 
itnd it was not till hulf-andtour later that I re-entered 
the ‘^saint’s ” nmm. 

I found Rasputin foamint:>: with ra^ij and stampini;’ 
up and dcAvn the room in fury, 

**I t<dd the Kmpress and Anna the ffood news, now 
to find that il is false!” he cried. “The police made 
O domu‘iliary visit only to he greeted by Purishkevitch 
himself. Think of il ! ” 

“Then the fellow is not dead!” I gasped in amazo- 
ment. 
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“No. lie i:> still allw. ills vaki Prot/c-nku' dioil 
an hour That foe;! oi a has bhiudoivd ! ' 

A& ho uttcrod thi'.so u**»rds tho <k>ia' ^>prno<i and die 
Kmpress appeared, loukinij* pah*, and ik‘^|H‘rali,‘, 

“h'allu'i/* she .said, “tliis is a W'ly .snatijs tvmlre* 
'temps i'or us alL Mow do wt^ not knoe, that du.* ^irl 
liauer purpn.sciy removed the \a!ei ut pliu’e of hi-. ma'-Tvr? 
T1 k‘ visit (jf tile p(due will anai'-e the ul <iiir 

enemy, and he may trare tlu^ rrinie to his \ale£’s hanale 
acquaintance. W'hat Ihen?’^ 

“I had novel Oioiii^ht of that!” r<'p]ii‘d tlu* imnk, 
haltini’* erect before lur. “Siio in that rase, 

betray us! Truly thou hast spoken wtuals ol uisdonu ! 

*' Vos. In the sprl ) dis*:ern a iiossllde enemy-'-and 
m this crisis wo should lake no nsk>d' 

*T agToe, I will take stops. If she ha.s heirayod 
us, tlien she shall bt‘ tried for the nuirdor of Prineo.s.s 
'IVlickman'ff. \\*hato\or alI<*^adious slu' makes ai;ain.st 
mo will not ho aH<nv<*d to transpin* at die trial.’* 

“Or g-et Nikki to si|e’n an ordi’r h.u' l»or ]>ani.-htnont ti> 
Siberia as an oxih*,” su^l 4 esto<I the sMiennnj,^ l'!mpn‘Sf>. 

“.Ml! luy dauidit<*r, th<m ait always wise. An cxoellout 
]dan 1 I will first make inquiries^ and then ask for the 
IJinpororV .s5^*nal are.” 

Though matters had assumed tlu» mv^sT s^adous aspect 
m tliost^ last days* of Xovomher, Uasjaitin, ]‘ont upon 
revengo and full of ('hagrin at ladug unable t/> obtain 
ptxsscssion of tho.se incrinunaling leiters <ii the higlt 
priestess of his disgraceful cult, Madame \'\ruhovn, was 
nisy making* inquiries, and among* iIuki' ho questioned, 
vvas Ivan fvanovitt h, a bookbuulor in IVtrograd, who was 
Olga’s lover, and who ro,g*ardod the nnmk with eonsider- 
able disfav<,)ijr, a fact <;f winch Rasputin was utiaware* 
The yoiiitg nmn, in co>nsrqucnce of the mature i)f ilu* 

, questions put to him by the monk, guessed what was 
in his mind, and that same day told Olga that Ua.spulJn 
disbelieved her Mory how the valet had drtmk the glasi^, 
of kiimmol that nari been poured out for hJs mast<T, and 
,tha|;, full of diagrin, he wats plotting* a revengta 
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\)\’ lill, aftonvnrds. 13ut oa 

llir'.sumo- nifilit n.s han ivanmilrh revealed ihe truth tn 
her 'Ob,>a <'alh’d upon Raspulin, and I ndinifled hci\ 

I wl^h to M'e the Kallier/’ she said, In a deep, 
earnest voie^'. 

“ i will l;<' ai\(l see if h** will reoeive you,” j answ'erod, 
ami I Ud't lier in Ihe ante-room. 

Rasf)u{in MKlned her to- )>e shown in» whereupon, arf 
.soon as she <’i(iss<sl ilu‘ thix'shold, she drew a revolver, 
ami, lowanl him» bred. The hulle.t missed, and 

she tired a^ain, als<j w'uhoiii elTe<‘i, befon‘- 1 eould rush 
up an<I her. Sli<‘ struygUsl with me with a strength 

barn of madness. 

‘‘Wliat do<*s this mean, Wfjnian?'' asked the monk, 
standing his artns h)l<i<‘d, while I held her wrists, 

the. weapori having fallen \i\Hm tlu: jMdished floor during* 
(>ur wild struggle. 

“It means that I intend lo rid the world of a base 
hlaekguard and betrayer of \vt>m(*n ! ’’ she sahl. ”1 have 
heen in y<nu toils anti done yo\ir tlirty w’ork, and no-\v, 
l>e<*ause 1 have tailed, you intciKl to denounce me, and 
so close my lips. Hut they wdll never bt; dosed. The 
^•vidc.nce whitJt Purishkeviteh holds is complete, T have 
seen it. Proti<taiUo discovered me. tampering with his 
master’s jiaf)iTs, so J first assured him it was out of 
curiosity, and then I ga\e him a lilile of the per- 
fume.” 

Wc both stood aghast at learning tlic truth. 

*‘It .surprises yvm ! "* she shrieked, still in my grip, 
you may be more surprised when you know that I 
have become a friend and partisan of the Deputy, and 
that w*ith Ivan 1 have united hasten the downfall of 
you— the Hlaok Monk of Teirograd ! 

** Silence, woman!” thundered Rasputin, casting an 
evil glance at her. 'TIold her, Fi'odor, I will lock 
th'c dfH>r ! 

Then, picking up iho revolver, he strode to the door, 
which he locked and took the key. Passing to the 
tclophoncN he was soon speaking w^ith IVoiopopofT, w'hom 
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he <>rdered to .send p(dice ort'nvrs to rondiU-I the Hauer 
to the forlre-Js of INaer and PauL 

“And i iiIm; you to arre.'*!* Me: lover, Ivan. 

Ivunovitoh, as a t,Iani 4 vr<'iiis politiral. S\ra Lunw his 
addrc>s/' he said Uv 1h<‘ Mini>n-K 

**No\v yon van refease her I Ja* ;uid»HK turriut^v* to 
mo. “And write, at my dietatu ki.’* 

The j4’irl sloocl si aJ4’iLien‘d at hearlttjy Kaa^iiit i'>rders 
lu the Miinsler of hiteriur. 

“ .\"o, uo ! ’' slu* >iii'iek<‘d. nie ! forj^dve 

mo, l'ath(*r! I I uas mat, I - /■ant// I\au nre.fd mo to 
do tills — lo kill yvin 1 

“ W^itt' as I lell you* Inkxlord* Rasputin 4 »rdero<l. 

Then, as I sat at iht‘ lahle, ho di( tated tlie foUow- 
inj4* linos : 

“It is hv our order I'l.n tla- w-unmi fi'aa -M.-vainhrjvra 
IhnuT, native' of Orel. Aiali !.<* d tnul to 

^'^lhu^^k, in Ka-lton Siberia, and tlnut oau to j‘<‘nal j-eivi- 
tiule for life. And fnuher, iha* Ivan l\,nu»viftu diall he 
oontinoil fur lift' in dn‘ d SOdu r.tv<>n at 

our Palact* of Tsarskue-Selo, Derend/er 

“'rho Rniponir ulll si^n that to-inorrov.%’' h(‘ added. 

The unAirlvniatt* i^irU shtiekinof luudlv, threw herself 
at the foot of the mojik, implotan^^' fori^'ivof^ess. 

“Ni>, my pn tty one ! “ he replieti. '‘^knI \xi>uld open 
your lips if f g'avi* you iho ehaoia*. Hut yt»u will not 
iirive. it. ^"011 aro my onernv, and tlje tau mies of Hroj^ory 
Rasputin never prevail for lon^^, for he takes rare 

of that!” 

She had a ftt of hysteries, but <pueklY ''*ame to eon- 
.^aousnoss nj>'ain, (>nly to find horsplf in the handj; of, 
six ^.^nw-coated polir-e <iffioers, who ixait^'lily bundled 
her out into the hall, shriekinj.' atui rurslnir the bfasX 
phernous hlackt^uiard who \va.s the real ruler of the 
ICmplre. 

An hour after the f^ir! Hauer had been taken away a 
secret mc.s<ienjfer from Berlin broujLfht us aitothor dispatch 
iri cipher, which, when I decoded itpread: 
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KKOM No. yc\ G. 

•" f iifttj'U'i tjoQ: fi<nn \hc Kinporor William arc to the effect 
tlujf Gt.Tntanv uiil flohvur a peace offer to Riiabia on 
Docemln-r 12th. Inform Ifer Majesty v>f rliis, and tell her to- 
use all hei iulluence with the Ktnpefor and ail the iMinisters 
toward* an af'ct ptaitce. 

liiitrucuon.s ly oui fnend P. [ ProiopopofT] arc to con* 
tinne. hi-. de.-iru'Mve :o tivitie.N. Ht‘ miL>l muzzle the Press 
njoie ijUi'-td'w, h.*ld up all i-oocl, and ronitiniK^ provocative 
\v^>rk in all It i-. only hy i^iodaeinj^ (‘\Uvme sulfer- 

that you can briuL; abt^ui an uprising tor peace. Code 
now ehanpt’d to No, 5.- GrtMdiiigSj ^CS.’’ 

Duly the German offer of peace wa.s made <)n Decem- 
ber 121 lb iitid Kus.sirt was tottering; t.o her diK>m, The. 
offer, eng'ineereil hy the “black lorces/' gave oppor- 
tunity 10 the Duma to (^xpress its penf-np feelings. Both 
MiUukoff aiul his ft ietul who had so narrowly escapt^l the 
•“perfume" deehire(.l puhliely that the camarilla lavamred 
the. acceplaiue of the offer. 

Of the truth of tliis I cati yiysidf vcuudt, for Al(‘xandra 
b‘t‘odot‘ovna had, since. lu*r ludy j^'ather had u^t'eived the 
secret dispatch, spurt'd no effort 10 induce the Hmperor 
and the Galilnet to accept th<‘ olive bramdn 

Nicholas icfnsed. \\*hatcvt:r may be said of him, I 
know p^M'sonally that on nntny occasions he proved his 
loyalty to the Allies against the evil counsels of Stiirmcr 
nnd the <dhers, 

1 *ho nation, however, had to be pacified, so the Tsar 
called the newly-a]>]H>ini<td b'orcign MinishT, Petrovsky, 
who represeiucfl the best type of bureaucrat, and in- 
,Htructcd him how to act. In consequence, three days 
after the 'Peuton j)rop<^sal was made, he anmxmced 
Russia \s r«*jeeti<ju of a ** premature peace." Immediately 
after tln^ Foreign Minister’s declaration, the Duma passed 
a resolution, \vh\ch Oi>ntaincd the following declaration ; 

''Having itcard the statement by the Minister of 
I'oreign Affairs, the Duma unanimously favours a cate- 
gorWa! refusal hy i;lto AlUecl (governments l<> etUcr, under 
present cromruion.s, into any peace negfotiations wlialevcr-” 
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Truly, public ophiiou vrns bcoomini^ iuoit th:in ever 
inflamed. 

Vet ‘‘ Satan in a silk hnt/' seanxi in Mlnistn- of 
tlie Intcrioi, vvrjs workin;;' his evil niachiiu'tii<ui'^ upon 
(he nation lo create IIh! jL^reaicst pos.-Iblt* and 

unrest, as his taskmaster in Berlin inul <ut}e(i(k And 
in this he had an rible assistant in tiu; uiuv.j^'hed “sairU/’ 
w'ho i\ few days before, in \-i)lhisi(>n with his frietul the 
cx-conjunu', had in a kuv (|unru‘r i>f Peirt<rad jxu funned 
a trick which all believaxl to he a *‘niirath‘/‘ 

One of Prolopopofi \s s<-hcni««s, whi<h he -'.ih M•s^^^I]Iy 
carried out, was that <»f sov^im;' di-v' nUeiit .unon^j’ the 
masses by spreadin/^* niystiaious UMlit is eallin;^ tui 
hellion on the issiu^ of p^‘act:. Hy this \u^ aUeni'po'd to 
disrupt the organic life «^f tlu' coimtry and cf tie- army. 
With Rasputin he was [doUing to cr« an* a elnmonr wluch 
would justiiy the < lovernnictd in upeninp; separate peace 
n('goliati<jns and throwing th<' ov<u‘!u/ard. 

Unfortunately for him. ihnvtw'er* the unions tjf 
zemstvos and of to\%ns rcni:i}n<*d pnirioth. So he 
pri>hil>ite(l their meetini^s in ordt-r to cau'-e deiuutt.stra* 
tions and riots. 

To all pkns and the warnings of who saw 

the. handwriting t)n the wall the l'hnp< lor irmained 
deaf. 

One afrornoun, while J w'as with R;ovputin in his 
apartments at the palace, impress enterc<!, fluvla'd 
and cKcitod. 

"Father! 1 have had such a I)ItAV. Wdnat do yr)u 
think has happeiwd? she gaspe<i. "Xirholns (the firand 
Dukt'‘[ has just had the uudacity to read Jwfore Nikki and 
myself a statement which was otilrageovis. T snatcluul 
h from his hand and lore it up! Oh! it: is infamous 
that I should he ihtis trcrited ! '' 

'^What has happened? ” asked the monk, in his slow/ 
deliberate way. ‘*Do not diidres.s thyself, my sister/^ 
And he made the sign t>r the: crov^. 

^Mle has declared that our dear Father, have 

become the ruler of Russia: that PriHopopt^fT was ap* 
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poruicd. }t>u, and tiiat abuia you is cuntiod a 

clique t)i cut my .spies nmi diarialaus, and he actually 

un;c'cl Nikid in piotciU t)j^a and myself ironi you I 

\V /UMi be b:a] iinUlnal hi.s stall nieiu, learing that he 
jiad tnn tai, >.it. liolas aaith ' .\uU' cull \i>ur Cossacks 

aiui i‘.u\c me bi'let.1 au<l i)uricd in ytmr garden/ Mikki 

iUt'rcly ramif'd.’" 

'‘11c v.taild bertr tujihin;^ ni^aiiiM thee, I lioiK*,” said 
Kaspui m <ui> ii eedy . 

“ ji liini;, Nikki a.ssurctl him that 1 had nothing’ to 
do with iioinu and tljMm.ssctl the alleviations by dcclariiiii' 
that he cutiicly ili.shcla voil them.” 

'■ JC%ta‘licut ! ” cM’lainicd th«: monk; but afterwardst 
will'll he s;ti in the iot»m, lu' rcniainc'd silent and thout>'ht- 
fnl I'ur a lotiti: time. 

At last lie CM laintcil aloud to me: 

''Miliukotl must be i(rmo\c<l. While he lives we arc 
all in d;tnj;er. W'l* must tr\ another method.^* 

Mattel 'i had now reached a most (U'spi^ratc crisis^ for 
w the inllMUJii',; <!av \ ladimir rurislikevitoh, who. had 
opjHiM'd the* thw'umncni so sireiuioii.siy in spile, of his 
inomu‘‘h/n al jJhi.a! loos, lame to se<‘. the Tsar to warn 
him aUt> ol tlu* evil fon*es alMmt him. But His IMajc.sly 
look no rherefore, two days later, he delivered 

fioni tile tiihiittc ol tlie Duma some terrible alleifations 
aj^aiuNl the lammiila. 

Mt%an while Kasf>urm had been active, and, Avith 
SlurrnerN aid, had {pn liold of a man named l)u]>rovin, 
liie leioiei of *‘the Black Hundred” and a close a.sso- 
riate of tin*, “daik foicesA’ 1'his man ha<l, in turn,- 
induced a man named Prohoxhi, a member of the 
urj^anisation, to lu’ci j>t a sum of money in relurn for 
the assassination of Miliukoff by means of a bomb. 

\\\ was arranged for the night of December soth, 
ami Rr>Nputin sut with the Kmpres.s eagerly awaiting 
news that the deed had been accomplished. Instead of 
iHal, however* f^rOtoporofT rang up from his house in 
Peti'ograd to sav t!ud Hroho/hi had. on rcRertion, hesi- 
tated U} harm Miliukofl', and moreover had revealed lo 
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J'linci* aipoir ;uk 1 .so'.or,tl ullw^/r^ i\\i' 

whuU* of tlu' rtnispiracy * * 

WIk-'II InUl of iliis ibo Hmpu*s,s fainlori. Sin* saw 

ihat all wab now U'si, lruiot*<l, c»f\ iht: ilay 

Miliuki.)!! n.vsc ir\ tin* I)uina anti niatlo a stt’ontl and 

3iKa'o attack npon tlu‘ camarilla » t>nt 

kroiu]ic>p.»tT as t)n<- rxl' tlu* nllVivlcrs, Aj;aia lu: 

Jickl iij Ills hand his fanauiS huiulk: vi dnruincnts, 
ovitU'uoi^ of the tn^arlu-ry tif tin; “dark ftircf.s," and in 
a tnaj^auliofiit, speech h»* dtdhsl t)u‘ < u>vernn)ent, and 

nrj;*eJ the people U> judti'e matters for 1 heinsidvcs in llu- 
lii*ht \vhi('h those dtH'-iuiu^nts would tvist up<m evtmls. 
In that latest denunt'iat ion tif Rasputin and his fru-ntis 
tlicre was a rin^:* that rcsonndetl throuf^di Europe. 

The 'ksar laul aj^ain left for the front, whih* the 
ICmpress, nervtnis and ireiiiblinj^', h<*ld Rasputin am] Anna 
ever at her side, 'Idu* precious tn<» whicdi ]:ad wieckrd 
Ritssia were new seriously perturlied at tlu* iu:lv blaie 
of public opHjion, A dart: .stonn-doud Imd ariseti, hut 
Rasputin^ with his boldness and eonlemyit for the [leople, 
assured the Kmpress that there was ho rao f .r nod 5; 
and that all would be* well. 

The seances of tlu* sisler-disciyiles in retrot;rafl h;ul 
lieen suspended, for tlui nionl: lemained at tla* p:dact\ 
and scarcely ever left it, Proiopopoff < .um* daih to con« 
suit with the Kmpress, with luu- mo(*Ic-piou'^ farourite 
and llui trcaeluTous pn>-( hrinan l'’re<hrri<’ks, for yef an- 
other fresh plot was Ibrnuui a;Li’ainsl tlu>f>e whi^ were 

so anla^onistic to llti* <iov eminent, a. pi n which was ti) be 
worked by unscrupulous </jLrcnf5-/)nwu'uh «»',s\ with ilur 
object of plaeinj>' anuaytr their effects ineruninatintr eoriV' 
spondence relatini^^ to a widespnaf! eoiispirary (which 
did not exist) to overthrow^ the monarchy and suppress 
the House of Konianofi:'. "I'he idea, having iin^inuled In 
Rasputinas fertile brain, had been taken up with franric 
haste, for eaci3 member of the “dark forces;’' had <lecitk*d 
that “something: must be dtme/’ mid that, the situation 
had Ixicoitic most perilous for ihesn all* 

Itt those .‘snowy December days, the people at Inst 
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rcuusoA lii.tt iIh‘> wvrv hvinf;- iricked, and that the 
Iunj)H‘.s'; was stn\in<;, witJ) lior sycopliants 
anti with ihr '“IujIv' rasral, for a .s^jparatc peace, 
Se*aei iiu-ctin-s W(‘re heini^ lieki evtrywhcrc in Petni- 
^laik tia* jKHii'i* wete inaUint;- tiuUsrnrnuiatc arrests, and 
Srlih’j-- -.eihurj: \v:m already o\ erilnwinp; with its liinnan 
ulu)ni Ra^pinin land indic'ated, for a hostile ^vord 
frnin liitn nirant linpris<»nni<*nl or He \vas, indeed, 

I'sar of Ail the Russias. 

Stieh w’aw the IjrealhleMs slat<' of things at Tsarskoe- 
Selo in the Iasi <lay^ of DeteiuiaT. 


3'hen eaiui* the final <h‘ainati<' Oinip, 

Of its cKaet details I liave no knowlcdgo* 1 frivc — 
as 1 have given all through this narrative of fact — only 
\^hnl I A'uoa’ to he at lual truth. 

On Oeeetnlier Joih, at elevaa) o’clock, I left the palace 
to take a message to Ihfiloja jpoff, and \o interview the 
niiadi-tiavelleil ilurdt, who was coming to P(‘trogriicl 
fitmi SiockliMlm with his usual fortiugluly dispatch from 
Ihadin. 1 returned to the Palaci' about eight o’clock in 
the 4‘vtming, wlieu I receixed a message through one of 
llu* yUk-sti^'kinged siTvants, whose duly it, w'as to wait 
u[>on “lus Iioliness/’ to ihc effect that the monk had 
gone suddenly to Petrogx'ad upon urgent business, and 
would return on the morrow. 

Naturally, 1 accepted the message, ate my dinner, 
read the paper, and after a chat w’itii Madame Vyrubova, 
who livf'd in the adfoining apartments, I retired to bed. 

Next clay f relumed to the Gorokhovaya, but the 
monk h;ul not come back. Countess Ignat ieff called upon 
him, but I liad to cxprc.s.s my igno/uncc as to his whcrc- 
ahout.s. I told her that he might possibly have gone 
npou nmaher pilgrimage. 

Late that night I went back to the palace, where I 
found Madnnie Vyrubova much perturbed, 

*Tt IS strange, Feodor I"’ she exclaimed, “He nev'er 
IcrtViis Pctrojjrad without first informing me.“ 
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t sot her inind at rest hy sui^^’csiini; afi'airs 

were so eritical, Jiv. uas pro-haf)!} uith SiiirnH/r aiu.l I’.rn- 
topopofT plotting- Uirther inanKruvros. 

N'cxt night, hr>w\<*r, a thrill Wv-nt thumgh thn ('uinu 
as well n.s through tho Russian poofpU-, hy iju- sIm-uomI 
an noun cement, in the Kxehangi^ notsspain-r, \Uiirh i.ohllv 
srucl : 

"Gregory ]\'as(^utin has crit.srJ r,v;\n* 

I r<‘acl the staltanoiU agJiast. 1 saw Anna \'vrnl>*»v.'L 
who was beside JuaseH'' wiili griei and ansift\, and tn; a 
moment 1 .s]a>ke with the tir^(r:wUtl }'hnj)[-t‘ss. 1 In-n ’ 

left wiih all liaste lui* tiu* eaj^ital. 

On arrival i k'arnl at the Mlni-^n-N of the tnterior 
that n poliecrnan on niglil <hii\ alon,;' the Moiha (‘.tuyd 
Jmd heard shots and vneS coiniiig from a )ioum‘ l>eh>nn- 
ing to the young rrine<* helix. V<mssoupia’i\ had 

anarried a rousin the 'fsar, and who was well lauuMi in 
J^ondon, where he passed eat ii "season/* tn tla* 

-were the Grand Duke Dmitri lhi\lo\in'}K / 

the Interior Kvoslov, l)<'puty Ihni ^h!se\lt(du and 4»tli<*rs, 
When-*the policeman went to ask wliat Inal ha[>per4e<i, (a* 
yoccived no explanation. 

A little- later two motor-ears drn\*e up to tiu' <io<jr. 
In one of the cars a largo bundle was placard. It was tiw* 
body of Kasfnitin. lie.Ade Ibis btunlle a man t»i<ik his 
seat and ordered the ehauffeur to drive tt> an idarid ai 
the moutli of the Neva, Traces of hloo<l w<a'e lei'i in 
the garden. There were rdso marks of blo<id on the iee 
of the frozen Neva, tvlicm the car had Near 

these marks was n freshly made hfile* and rlos^; to ihe 
hole lay a pair of blood-sialned rul.iher stukia 

Alcxaiulra Fcodorovna, frantic and hewildend, \n* 
formed the Emperor by fekgraph. luu! h\ the tiftie In* h;ul 
returned the inonkhs body ha<! heen rceowMcd from 
the river, I wns present at the Mass served by the 
Petrograd Mc*tr<»p<)liian Pitirim, an evil-liver t}{ Kas- 
putinhs creation* after which I went with the IhhJv, whieli 
\ya5 conveyed to Tsarskoe-SeJo. Thtre* at the* burial, 
Protepopoff was one of the chief mourners, he, to- 
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rlu* r (hmdtoI KuTU-'rioks, ;ind Iho Em- 

.|X'rv»r; hiu’.-fJU il,t roTfin ronl.imint^ ihe rc- 

njiiins </i #>r;^' <;1 thu in while 

tin* \ij:ki, ,tiui iho wJkiIc tVjurt f'jllowcd in dcoy 

rYiii*/. 

a aial.il wui.t’d ilu- in’! uf iho. p^'nplo to u*V(T 

hciiU I'Mf iMt'il rnt’ <*f niv h4iiurul <‘omipa<'t, ami I 
:i‘irll‘( tor <‘\fr I'nun thv iav<‘in:nin^' Madame 

Wruh.Tia alii liri <art U*. 

in totuluflini^ tins vohunt* t*f slrani^o mul 
anui/ii’j/i n mini fMiM'Nt whir'h I iuivr wriiten with the 
jHiTfMrr t»l r(‘\n:din£ 4 ‘ the truth to Europe, 1 <'annot: 
(it) hiat< r fitait -^itnutuu isn the t'aronr of Rasputin as 
Mi'vajnlt’i Y ahloiuvx ski, <in(^ <;1* <‘>ur aldt'st Russian rritieSt 
lias dont*. Hr drrlan ti that thr part ni the Bla'rk Monk 
in hist<‘?\' was an rra in itsrtf, 

Era<i ir.tlly tlin rfdirr hispvrrr rdir of Rasputin <"ni> 
sisU'd oi fhr lart titat i:t‘ uniK^d all Russia in a i^cneral 
Ifiitu'd ip{' I hr (Jarki iirc'sponsihlr fonx’s. 

rial InJprria! Hunia, th(‘ Jniprrial CtiuiH'ih the united 
mdiility, tiu’ s< trial ot'^’ani sat ions, the tVess — all were per- 
urMird hy thr saiur conviction, namely, tliat it was hi^h 
time to rrmo\t‘ from thr Russian j>o)iticai arena Ihc Gov- 
rmnirnt i^ainhirrs. 

Mon than that, Rasputin hreame. even a matter of 
rj.ncrin to Eunjp<‘, The hu'rign Press printed nrtides 
ah*»ui him. ^f‘hr f«>rci|^n a in has sudors cabled reports 
in rr»di' to tlunr Hovt^rnmenls in conntM'lion witii him. But, 
of roiuM\ Europe he was more of a sad anecdote than 
an hislorh al fact. To Ru.^sia, on the other hand, he wnii 
not only a fact, he w^as an era. 

Rtissirt has experienced immcnstirablc huinilintion on 
atrouu! of him* But this humiUntion has fused the 
hhnpirc into a single l>odyi creating citi2Cn5; out of human 

ptilp. 

Russians all their lives have fought the irresponsible 
Imrenucracy. Her litorature, Press, science, parties, all, 
according to their rc.^^ourccs, plucked the roots of this 
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rotten plant. But how big were the results of half- 
century of labour? ■. 

And then a Siberian mujib appeared^ and against 'his 
own will he cut the arteries of the dark force, he staiii|)ed 
it in the mud, spittingf at the very principle, the verv idea, 
of autocratic bureaucracy. 

Rasputin was ^ killed for the purpose of cleansing 
Russia of the dark forces. Yet, alas ! his evil infiuencx 
lived to bear fruit in Germany's favour even after the 
Revolution and the downfall of the Romanoffs. 

No more sinister or astounding ligure has CA'cr ap- 
peared Jn all history, and the memory of no one is 
more bitterly hated in Russia than that" Gicgory the 
ne*er-do-wel!, the erotic scoundref-apd assassin, who hdd 
the fate of the Russian, Eirtpire ''^vitbln the 'hollow of 
bis hand. 




